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NEW SYSTEM- 
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ANALYSIS 
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ANCIENT MYTHOLOGY. 


o y 

TEMPLE RITES 
In the firll Ages. 


1 “ Muft continually put the reader in mind, how common 
it was among the Greeks, not only out of the titles of 
the Deities, but out of the names of towers, and other 
edifices, to form perfonages, and- then to* invent hiftorics, 
to fupport what they had done. When they ha 1 created 
a number of fuch ideal beings, tiicy tried to luid out 
II. B ferae 
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loiiic relation : and thence proceeded to determine the pa- 
rentage, and liliation of each, juft as fancy direded. Some 
colonies from Egypt, and Canaan, fettled in Thrace ; as 
appears li-om numberlefs memorials. The parts, which 
tiicy occupied, were upon the Hebrus, about Edonia, Si- 
thonia, and Mount Ha;rmis. They alfo held Pieria, and 
Peonia, and all the fea coaft region. It was their ciif- 
toni, as J • have before mentioned, in all their fettlcments 
to form puratheia ; and to introdvice the rites of fire, 
and v\'or(hi[) ol the Sun. Upon the coaft, of which I 
have been fpcaking, a temple of this fort was founded, 
v liich is called Torone. 'J'hc name is a compound of 

! or- On, as T have belorc taken notice. The words pu- 
ratluis, and puratheia, were in the language of Egypt Pur- 
Ath, and Por-Ait, formed from two titles of the God of fire. 
Out of one of thefe tlic Grecians made a perfonage, which 
they cxprclkd n^oiTOC, Pra*tus, whofe daughters, or rather 
prieftc(re;i, were the Proctidcs. And as they followed the 
Egyptian rites, and held a Cow facred ; they were in confe- 
ijuence of it fuppofed to have been turned into ' cows ; juft 
as the pi iefteftes of Mippa were faid to have been changed into 
mares ; tlie OEnotropa; ami PeleiadcE into pigeons. Proteus 
wheim Menclaus was fuppofed to have confulted 
about his paftage homeward, was a tower of this fort v/ith 
a purait. It was an edifice, where both priefts and pilots 
rtfided to give information ; and where a light was con- 
tinually burning to dired fhips in the night. The tower of 

! ProctiJes impkriint falfis rmigitibus auraj. Virgil. Eclog. 6. V. 48. 

Torone 
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Torone likcwife was a Pharos, and therefore ftiled by Lyco- 
phron To^wvJl, the flaming Torone. The country 

about it was in like manner called * Phlegra, both 

from thefe flaming Towers, and from the worlhip there in- 
troduced. There feems to have been a fire tower in this 
region named Proteus j for according to the ancient ac- 
counts, Proteus is mentioned as having refided in thefe parts, 
and is faid to have been married to Torone. He is accord- 
ingly ftiled by the Poet, 

’ (pAgy^aia; irotri^ 

XTvyvog To^wrj^f, w ysAw^ 

Kar ^cuc^v. 

The epithet 5•yy^'o^, gloomy, and fad, implies a bad cha- 
rader, .which arofc from the cruel rites pradifed in thefe 
places. In all thele temples, they made it a rule to facrificc 
ftrangers, whom fortune brought in their way. Torone ftood 
near* Pallene, which was ftiled* Fj^yswr i/^ nurfe 

of the earth-born^ or giant brood. Under this charader both 
the fons of Chus, and the Anakim of Canaan are included. 
Lycophron takes off from Proteus the imputation of being 

* Herod, L. 7. c, 123, 

^ ev ^ ir^iv fxeu noT//«/<x, vvy Se 

Keto’trcgvf'^^ictj ^^.^ypatet Se T^tv fxacAf/To. anovv avrtiv it 
ad*€Cf$, xai avofjizv, Strabo. Epitome. L. 7 . p. 510 . 

’Lycophron. V, 115. 

^ Stephanus places Torone in Thrace, and fuppofes it to have been named 
from Torone, who was not the wife, but daughter of Proteus. Attq 
T»$ rifejTfas. Some made her the daughter of Pofeidon and Phocnice. Sec 
Steph, ^PAeyoatcc. There were more towers than one of this name. 

^ w Lycoph. V. 127, 

B 2 


acceflury 
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The Analysis of Ancient Mythology. 


acceffary to the vile practices, for which the place was 
notorious j and makes only his fons guilty of murdering 
ftrangers. He fays, that their father left them out of dif- 
guft, 

‘ Tekvud oAy^af rag ^evoxTovag TraXag, 

In this he alludes to a cuftom, of which I fhall take notice 
hereafter. According to Euftathius the notion was, that 
Proteus fled by a fubterraneous paflage to Egypt, in com- 
pany with his daughter Eidothea. ^ ATOitaTSf'i'l £<5 Q^a^ot 
fisra rrtg ^vyar^og E/Jo^saj. He went it feems from one 
Pharos to another ; from Pallene to the mouth of the Nile. 
The Pharos of Egypt was both a watch-tower, and a temple, 
where people went to enquire about the fuccefs of their 
voyage ; and to obtain the affiftance of pilots. Proteus was 
an Egyptian title of tlie Deity, under which he was wor- 
Ihipcd both in tlic Pharos, and at * Memphis. He' was tlie 
fame as Oflris, and Canobus : and particularly the God of 
mariners, who confined his department to the ’ fea. From 
hence, I think, we may unravel the myftery about the pilot 
of Menclaus, who is faid to have been named Canobus, and 
to have given name to the principal feaport in Egypt. The 
priefls of the country laughed at the idle ftory ; and they 
had good reafon : for the place was far prior to the people 
fpoken of, and the name not of Grecian original. It is ob- 

‘ l.ycophron. V. 1 24. 

Eurtath. on Dionyfius. V. 259. 

• 1 Icrodot. L. 2. c. 1 1 2. 

♦ Torra Orphic Hymn. 24* 

I* Ariftidcs. Oratio iEgyptiaca. V. 3. p. 6o8. 


fervabte. 
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fervable, that Stephanus of Byzantium gives the pilot another 
name, calling him, inftead of Canobus, Pharus. I Bs 

words are 0 MfysAaa, wliich are fcarce fenfe, I 

make no doubt, from the hiftory of Proteus above, but that 
in the original, whence Stephanus copied, or at Icafl: whence 
the ftory was firft taken, the reading was ^cl^o; 0 Yl^uinv; 
MsvfiAaa ; that is, the Proteus of Menehus, fo celebrated by 
Homer, who is reprefented, as fo wife, and fo experier^ed 
in navigation, whom they efteemed a great prophet, and 
a Deity of the fea, was nothing elfe but a Pharos. In other 
words, it was a temple of Proteus upon the Canobic branch 
of the Nile, to which the Poet makes Menelaus have re- 
•courfe. Such was the original hiftory ; but U^ayrsve Mgve- 
Aas has been changed to and the God Canobus 

turned into a Grecian pilot. As thefe were Ophite tem- 
ples, a 'ftory has been added about this perfon having been 
ftung by a ferpent. ” su Tjj vrim vzo o(pewi 

eTCKpt]. "This Pilot was bitten by a ferpent ^ and buried in the 
ijland. Conformable to my opinion is the account given by 
Tzetzes, who fays, that Proteus refided in the '* Pliaros: by 
which is fignihed, that he was the Deity of the place. He 
is reprefented in the Orphic poetry as the firft-born of the 
world, the chief God of the lea, and at the lame time a 
mighty ’’ prophet. 

The hiftory then of Menelaus in Egypt, if fuch a pcrfoii 

Stephanus Byzant. 

** Chilias. 2. Hift. 44, p. 31. Ilpi) 7 €ui (poinKtff ((/iviKOi tyiv ^a^'jy 

xaTcixwr. 

'J Orphic Hymn to Proteus. 24. 


ever 
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ever exifted, amounts to this. In a ftatc of uncertainty "he 
applied to a temple near Canobus, which was facred to Pro- 
teus. This was one title out of many, by which the chief 
Deity of the country was worftiiped, and was equivalent to 
On, Orus, Ofiris, and Canobus. From this place Menclaus 
obtained proper advice, by which he direded his voyage. 
Hence fome fay, that he had Phrontis, for his pilot. 

K/j^s§vriTri( Ofiroc MevgXaa o m; Oprp;o§og. Me- 

nelaus had an excellent filoty me Pbrontisy the fan of One- 
tor. This, I think, confirms all that I have been faying : 
for what is Phrontis, but advice and experience ? and what 
is Onetor, but the Pharos, from whence it was obtained? 
Onctor is the fame as Toronc, To^ww), only reverfed. They 
were both temples of Proteus, the fame as On, and Orus : 
both by which is meant temples of fire, or Hght- 

houfes. Hence we may be pretty certain, that the three pi- 
lots, Canobus, Phrontis, Pharos, together with Onetor, 
were only poetical perfonages: and that the terms pro- 
perly related to towers, and landuaries, which were of Egyp- 
tian original. 

Thefe places were courts of juftice, where the priefts 
feeni to have pradifed a ftrid inquifition ; and where pains, 
and penalties were very fevere. The notion of the Furies 
was taken from thefe temples : for the term Furia is. from 
Ph’ur, ignis, and fignifies a prieft of fire. It was on ac- 
count of the cruellies here pradifed, that moft of the an- 
cient judges are reprefented as inexorable ; and are there- 

’^Euftath. in Dionyf. V. 14. 

4 ’^ivTa' Oi MTcjiif t!K Homer. Oclyff. F. V. 282. See allb Hefych. 

fore 
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fere made judges in hell. Of what nature their department 
was efteemed may be learned from Virgil, 

** Gnoiius hasc Rhadamanthus habct duriflima regna ; 
Caftigatque, auditque dblos, fubigitque fateri, &c. 

The temple at Phlegya in Boeotia was probably one of thefe 
courts ; where jufticc was partially adminiftcred, and where 
great cruelties were exercifed by the priefts. Hence a per- 
Ibn, named Phlegyas, is reprefented in the (hades below,, 
crying out in continual agony, and exhorting people to juf- 
tice. 

** — Phlcgyalque miferrimus omnes 
Admonet, et trifti teftatur voce per umbras, 

Difcite juftiriam moniti, et non temnere Divos. 
Excellent counfel, but introduced rather too late. Phlegyas- 
was in ^reality the Sun ; fo denominated by the iEthiopes, or 
Cuthites, and efteemed the fame as Mithras of Perils. They 
looked up to him as their great benefadfor, and lawgiver : 
for they held their laws as of divine original. His worlhip 
was introduced among the natives of Greece by the Cuthites, 
ftiled Ethiopians, who came from Egypt, That this was 
the true hiftory of Phlegyas we may be alTured from Sto- 
phanus, and Phavorinus. They mention both Phlegyas, 
and'hfithras, as men deified ; and fpccify, that they were 
of Ethiopian original. Koti ^?\£yveiv, ctvdjffltf Ai^io- 

Teag to ystoq, Minos indeed is fpoken of, as an upright 
judge : and the perfon alluded to under that character was 

i^neid. L. 6. v. 556. 

Virg. iincid* L. 6. v. 618. 

Stephanus* A/O/aTr.a. 

eminently 
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eminently diftinguiflied for his piety, and juftice. But his 
priefts were efteemed far otherwife, for they were guilty 
of great cruelties. Hence we find, that Minos was looked 
upon as a judge of hell, and filled Qusefitor Minos. He was 
in reality a Deity, the fame as Menes, and Menon of Egypt : 
and as Manes of Lydia, Perfis, and other countries. And 
though his hiftory be not confifiently exhibited, yet, fo much 
light may be gained from the Cretans, as to certify us, that 
there was in tlrcir ifiand a temple called Men-Tor, the tower 
of Men, or Menes, The Deity, from a particular ’’ hie- 
roglypbic, under which the natives worfliiped. him, was 
filled Minotaurus. To this temple the Athenians were 
obliged annually to fend fome of their prime youth to be fa- 
crificed ; jufi as the people of Carthage ufed to fend their 
children to be vidims at ’’ Tyre. The Athenians were 
obliged for fome time to pay this tribute, as appears from the 
fefiival in commemoration of their deliverance. The places 
mofi infamous for thefe cuftoms were thofe, which were fi- 
tuated upon the feacoaft: and efpecially thofe dangerous 
pafies, where failors were obliged to go on (hore for affifi- 
ance, to be direded in their way. Scylla upon the coafi of 
Rhegium was one of thefe ; and appears to have been parti- 
cularly dreaded by mariners. Ulylfcs in Homer fays, that he 
was afraid to mention her name to his companions, left they 
fhould through aftonifhment have loft all fenfe of preferva- 
vation. 

•* The hieroglyphic was a man with the head of a bull } which had the fame 
reference, as the Apis, and Mneuis of Egypt. 

*» Diodorus Sic. L. ao. p. 756. 
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ovxsT sfxv&eofjuriv oLTC^riKrov 
M>iTWf ^01 hi<ra.n&; (ixcik'k^^sm sTotigot, 

E{^s(rtrji, sno; Js 'xv/.a.^oiev <rpsx; dvrag. 

Some fupp{j|fe Scylla to have been a dangerous rock ; and 
that it was abominated on account of the frequent (hip- 
wrecks. There was a rock of that name, but attended 
with no fuch peril. We are informed by Seneca, *' Scyllam 
faxum efle, et quidem non terribile navigantibus. It was 
the temple, built of old upon that “ eminence, and the cuf- 
toms which prevailed within, that made it fo detefted. This 
temple was a Petra ; hence Scylla is by Homer ftilcd 
XkvJO^yi UsT^xiri ; and the dogs, with which (he was fup- 
pofed to have been furrounded, were Cahen, or priefts. 

As there was a Men-tor in Crete, fo there was a place of 
the fame name, only reverfed, in Sicily, called Tor-men, 
and Tauromenium. There isreafon to think, that the fame 
cruel practices prevailed here. It flood in the country of 
the Lamiae, Leftrygons, and Cyclopes, upon the river On- 
Baal, which the Greeks rendered Onoballus. From hence 
we may conclude, that it was one of the Cyclopian build- 
ings. Homer has prefented us with fomething of truth, 
though we receive it fadly mixed with fable. We find from 
him,, that when Ulyfles entered the dangerous pafs of 
Rhegium) he had fix of his comrades feized by Scylla i 

*® Homer. Odyff. M. V. 22J. 

Epift. 79. 

xm 'EKxrm rnt' XxuhAxv XrttiTiKo^of cTg, rri 

SxuAAwj Aafxicts inv SxyAAaK Ovyangx Uvou. Apollonius. Schol. L. 4. 
V. 828. 

VoL. lit C «ind 
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and he lofcs the fame number in the cavern of the Cy- 
clops, which that monfter devoured. Silenus, in a paf- 
fage before taken notice of, is by Euripides made to fay, 
tliat the moft agreeable repaft to the Cyclops was the flefli 
of ftrangers : nobody came within his reach, thaf he did not 

feed upon. 

VhvKVTOLrotj ret ra? ^em <;>s§£ir 

Ovhs iiohw ka 8 jcaj£<r(p<tyn. 

From thefe accounts fome have been led to think, that the 
priefts in thefe temples really fed upon the flefli of the 
perfons facrificed : and that thefe ftories at bottom allude to 
a fliocking depravity ; fuch, as one would hope, that human 
nature could not be brought to. Nothing can be more 
horrid, than the cruel procefs of the Cyclops, as it is repre- 
fented by Homer. And though it be veiled under the fliades 
of poetry, we may ftill learn the deteftation, in which thefe 
places were held. 

** Svv (3g (Jbw <rxvXaxa5 ttoti yai^ 

KoTrr’, SK sytCB^og pss, ^sve k yona.v. 

Taj Tg (JianAgMiVi TafL^v 

k wfs 7\£m o§s<nT§(xp(iiy ctTrsMmv 
Eyxxra, re, (ra^xoLi rs, kou oria (ivsXqbvtol. 

'Hjasij k Khdionsg OLve<rxBk(jL$v An 
IkSTKiOL If/’ Q§om6(, CXfUi’XOU'iA k £•)(£ Qvfxay, 

** He anfwered with his deed : his bloody hand 
Snatch’d two unhappy of my martial band, 

*1 Euripides- Cyclops. V. 126, 

*♦ Odyff. L. L V. 389. 

»$ Imitated by Mr. Pope. 


And 



Trift ArtALvirs 6# At^ifeifT MTYTHOidav. ii 

And dalh’d like dogs againft the rocky floor t 
The pavement fwims with brains, and mingled gore. 
Torn limb from limb, he fpreads the horrid fcaft, 

And fierce devours it like a mountain beaft. 

He fucks the marrow, and the Mood he drains ; 

Nor entrails, flefh, nor folid bone remains. 

We fee the death, from which we cannot move, 

And humbled groan beneath the hand of Jove. 

One would not be very forward to ftrengthen an imputa- 
tion, which dilgfaces human nature : yet there muft cer- 
tainly have been fomething highly brutal and depraved in the 
character of this people, to have given rife to this defeription 
of foul and unnatural feeding. What muft not be concealed, 
Euhemefus, an ancient writer, who was a native of thefe 
parts, did.aver, that this beftial pradice once prevailed. Sa- 
turn’s devouring his own children is fuppoftd to allude to 
this cuftom. And we learn from this writer, as the paf- 
fage has been tranfmitted by ^ Ennius, that not only Saturn, 
but Ops, and the reft of mankind in their days, ufed to feed 
upon human ftefli.— - ‘’'Saturnum, et Opcm, caeterofque turn 
homines humanam carnem folitos efitare. He fpeaks of 
Saturn, and Ops, as of peribns, who once lived in the world, 
and were thus guilty. But the priefts of their temples were 
the people to be really accufed ; the Cyclopians, Lamije, 

Ennius tranflated into Latin the hiftory of Euhemerus, who feems to have 
been a fenf^ble man, and faw into the bafe theology of his country. He lil;e- 
wifc wrote againft it, and from hence made himlelf many enemies. Strabo treats 
him as a mao devoted to h^ion. L. 2. p. 1 60. 

Ex Ennii Hiftoria facta, quoted by Laftantius. Divin. Inftitut. Vol. i. 

13.P. 59. 

C 2 and 
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and Leftrygons, who officiated at their altars. He fpeaks 
of tlie cuftom, as well known ; and it had undoubtedly been 
pradifed in thofe parts, where in aftertimes he was born. 
For he was a native **of Zancle,and lived in the very country, 
of which we have been fpeaking, in the land of the Leftry- 
gons, and Cyclopians. The promontory of Scylla was within 
his fight. He was therefore well qualified to give an account 
of thefe parts ; and his evidence mull neceffarily have weight. 
Without doubt thefe cruel practices left lalling impreffions ; 
and the memorials were not effaced for ages. 

It is faid of Orpheus by Horace, Csdibus, et vidu faedo 
deterruit : by which one Ihould be led to think, that the 
putting a Hop to this unnatural gratification was owing to 
him. Others think, that he only difcountenanced the eating 
of raw flelh, which before had been ufual. But this could 
not be true of Orpheus : for it was a circumftance, which 
made one part of his inftitutes. If there were ever fuch a 
man, as Orpheus, he enjoined the very thing, which he is fup- 
pofed to have prohibited. For both in the *’ orgies of Bac- 
chus and in the rites of Ceres, as well as of other Deities, 
one part of the mylleries confilled in a ceremony ftiled 
oifMotpayix ; at which time they eat the flelh quite crude with 
the blood. In Crete atthe’“Dionufiaca they ufed to tear the 
flelh with their teeth from the animal, when alive. This 

Mtiiomay Fwi/t/ffor. Strabo. L. i. p. 8i. 

'9 Clemens. Cohort, P. ii. Arnobius. L. 5. 

MafroAcj/ o^ia^acri lExx^oi^ ct}/uo<payiA Tvy U^ofJLocytav ayovrs^y xxi 

TjAiaxyffi rati Twr 7oii oiptair. Clcmtns Cohort 

p. 11. 

they 
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they did in commemoration of D.onufus. Feftos funeris 
dies ftatuunt, et annuum facrum trictcrica confecrationc 
componunt, omnia per ordincm facientes, quic puer mo- 
riens aut fecit, aut paflus eft. Vivum laniant dentibus T^auruni^ 
crudeles epulas annuls commemorationibus excitantes. Apol- 
lonius Rhodius fpeaking of perfons like to Bacchanalians, 
reprefents them ’’0ua<r<F as favage as the 

Thyades, who delighted in bloody banquets. Upon this 
the Scholiaft obferves, that the Msenadas, and Bacchaj, 
ufed to devour the raw limbs of animals, which they had 

cutor torn afundcr.’*noAAaAi{ t>) (Jt,ctvict KXTa<r^ikvrXy km 

Ufio^nFCL^oLKTaj B(r&iH(Tiv» In the ifland of Chios it was a rcli- 
* gious cuftom to tear a man limb from limb by way of facri- 
fice tb Dionufus. The fame obtained in Tenedos. It is Por- 
phyry, who gives the account. He was a ftaunch Pagan, and 
his evidence on that account is of confcqucnce. He quotes for 
the rites of Tenedos Euelpis the Caryftian. EQuovto bs Kxt 
£v XiCi) Tw Atoyv<ru avO^oiitov (J'igo'TrwyTg?' koh sv Tg- 

>g(5w, tfriMv Eve7\zis d From all whieh we may 

learn one fad truth, that there is fcarce any thing fo impious 
and unnatural, as not at times to have prevailed. 

We need not then wonder at the charader given of the 
Leftrygones, Lamiie, and Cyclopians, who were inhabitants 
of Sicily, and lived nearly in the fame part of the ifland. 
They feem to have been the priefts, and prieftefles, of tlie 

Juliin Firmicus. P. 14. 

3 * Apollon. Rhod. L. i. V. 636. 

** Scholia Apollon. L. i. v. 635. 

Porphyry L. 2. p. 224. 


Lcontini, 
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Lcontini, who relided at Pelorus, and in the Cyclopian towers : 
on which account the Lamiae are by Lucilius termed Tur- 
ricolsB. They are fuppoied to have delighted in human 
blood, like the Cyclopians, but with this difference, that 
their chief repaft was the flefh of young perfons and chil- 
dren ; of which they are reprefented as very greedy. They 
were priefts of Ham, called El Ham ; from whence 
was formed ’Lamus and ’Lamia. Their chief city, the 
fame probably, which was named Tauromenium, is men- 
tioned by Homer, as the city of Lamus. 

Ef(5ojuaTi) (T’ Uofj£(r&x AajUa xiTrv 
And the inhabitants are reprefented as of the giant race. 

'OoiTWV T Axif^vyomy ctXho&BH xKKog, 

ovK EOiKoTsgy aAAa riyxri. 

Many give an account of the Leftrygons, and Lamias, upon 
the Liris in Italy j and alfo upon other parts of that coaft ; 
and Ibmc of them did fettle there. But they were more 
particularly to be found in Sicily near Leontium, as the 
Scholiaft upon Lycophron obferves. Axig’^vyovegy oi vvv As- 
onmi. The ancient Lejlrygom nvere the peoplcy whofe pojie- 
ritj are now called Leontinu The fame writer takes notice 

*' Tiirricolas Lamias, Fauni quas Pompiliiquc 

IntVitucre Numas. La^anc. dc Iall 3 Rclig. L., i.c. 21. p. 105. 

Homer OdyfT. K. V. 81. 

" K. V. t2o. 

Ev Tin TX? (t)k ZixrAutr) KvxAwt», ’xai Aai<;'fivyovfs. oixtiaai, 

Thiicyd. L. 6. p. 378. . 

** Scholia. V. 956. Leon in Leontium is a tranflation of Lais Leoj 
Bochart. 
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of their incivility to ftrangers ; Oy« riTxv si^irfJLsm 

That they were Amonians, and came Origi- 
nally from Babylonia, is pretty evident from the hiftory of 
the Erythrean Sibyl ; who was no other than a Lamian 
pricftefs. She is faid to have been the daughter of Lamia, 
who was the daughter of Pofeidon. - Acifx.ioi( 

HTOLV ^vyoLTB^cx. Ts nocrgj<)ft)vo?. Under the charafter of one 
perfon is to be underftood a priefthood : of which commu- 
nity each man was called Lamus, and each pricftefs Lamia. 
By the Sibyl being the daughter of Lamia, the daughter of 
Pofeidon, is meant, that ftie was of Lamian original, and ul- 
timately defeended from the great Deity of the fea. Who is 
alluded to under that charadcr, will hereafter belhcwn. The 
countries, to which the Sibyl is referred, point out her extrac- 
tion : for flie is faid to have come from Egypt> and Babylonia. 
** 'Ot (Te eujTtjv BaCy^wviav, sTS^oi Js ZiSyMaj' xoLhariv Ai- 
yvTTTKtv, If the Sibyl came from Babylonia and Egypt, licr 
I'uppofed parent Lamia muft have been of the fame ori- 
ginal. 

The Lamiae were not only to be found in. Italy, and 
Sicily, but Greece, Pontus, and Libya. And however 
widely they may have been feparated, they are ftill repre- 

** Ljeoph. abow. 

♦' PlutJrch dc Defeft. Orac. Vol. i. P. 398. 

'Etiou Se <faaiv tK MccAictiuy afiyfobxt Aajuiaj ^oya.Tt^ ^CvWecv . Clcm. 
Alex. Strom. L. 1. p. 358. Paufanias makes her the daughter of Jupiter and 
Lamia. 'L. 10. p. 825. 

♦* Clemens Alex. L. i. p. 358. 

** See Diodorus. L. 20. p. 778. of the Lamia in Libya, and of her cavern. 

fented 
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fciUcd ill the iiitnc unfavourable light. Euripides fays that 
their very name was dcteftablc. 

"" Tn TCiVVOy^X Toi’ STTOVei^iiTOV ^^OTOig 

Ov/. olh Aapa; t>;j Ai'ovgriKrig ymg, 

Philoftratus fpcaks of their beftial appetite, and unnatural 
gluttony. Acf.fxia.g (Tu^mVy mi fiaXig-cc uv^^ootfsiuv s^clv. 
And Ariftotle alludes to pradices ftill more fhocking : as if 
they tore open the bodies big with child, that they might 
get at the infant to devour it. I fpeaky fays he, of people^ 
who have brutal appetites. Asyw k mg &n^iu$£ig, mv tdh 
av&^ct}7roVy 7ry Myairi mg uvamg a.vc(,(jy(i^ 3 (rxv ra, otoLi^ix 
xoLtec^ssiv. Thcfe deferiptions are perhaps carried to a great 
cxcefs ; yet the hiftory was founded in truth : and fhewy 
plainly what fearful impreffions were left upon the ijiinds of 
men from the barbarity of the firft ages. 

One of the principal places in Italy, where the Lamia; 
feated themfelves, was about Formiae j of which Horace 
takes notice in his Ode to .ffilius Lamia. 

^li, vetufto nobilis ab Lamo, &c. 

Authore ab illo ducis originem, 

Qui Formiarum mcenia dicitur 
Princeps, et innantem Maricre 
Littoribus tenuifle Lirim. 

The chief temple of the Formians was upon the fea-coaft at 

^ Euripides quoted ibid. 

Philoftratus. Vita» Apollon. L. 4. p. 183. 

Arirtot. Ethic. L. 7. c. 6. p. u8. See Plutarch Tro^vTrgayfMQiia^ 
And Ariftoph. Vcfpie. Schol, V. lojo. 

Horace. L. 3. Ode 17. 


Caietc. 
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Caiete. It is faid to have had its name from a woman, who 
died here; and whom fome make the nurfc of /Eneas* others 
of Afcanius, other's ftill of Creufi. The truth is this : it 
flood near a cavern, facred to the God Ait, called Ate, Atis, 
and Attis j and it was hence called Caieta, and Caiatta. 
Strabo fays, that it was denominated from a cave, though 
he did not know the precife etymology. There were 
alfo in the rock fome wonderful fubterranes, which branched 
out into various apartments. Here the ancient Lamii, 
the prlefts of Ham, reflded ; whence Silius Italicus, when 
he fpcaks of the place, fliles it Regnata Lamo Cai- 
^ta. They undoubtedly facrificed children here ; and pro- 
bably the fame cuftom was common among the Lamii, as 
prevailed ‘among the Lacedemonians, who ufed to whip 
their children round the altar of Diana Orthia. Thus much 
wc are aflured by Fulgentius, and others, that the.ufual term 
among the ancient Latinos for the whipping of children was 
Caiatio. Apud Antiques Caiatio dicebatur puerilis caides. 

The coaft of Campania feems to have been equally infa- 
mous ; and as much dreaded by mariners, as that of Rhe- 
gium, and Sicily. Here the Sirens inhabited, who arc 
reprefented, as the bane of all, who navigated thofc feas. 
They like the Lamii were Cuthite, and Canaanitifli priefts, 
who hai jbunded temples in thefc parts ; and particularly 

■*’ Virgil L. 7. v. i. See Servius, 

Sirabo.^ L. 5* p. 357. KqAttsj' KaiaTrotv, y.> , 

Ibid. P. 356. 

‘'Silius. L. 8. 

De Virgiliana continentia. P. 762. Caiat figniiicd a kind of whip, or thong, 
probably fuch was ufedat Caiatc. 

VoL. II. D near 
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near three fmall iflands, to which they gave name. Thefe 
templet were rendered more than ordinary famous on ac- 
count of the women, who officiated. They were much ad- 
di<Jlcd to the cruel rites, of which I have been ipeaking ; 
fo that the fliores, upon which they refided, are deferibed^ 
as covered with the bones of men, deftroyed by their arti- 
fice. 

5’ Jamque adeo fcopulos Sirenum adveila fubibat, 

Difficiles quondam, multorumque offibus albos. 

They ufed hymns in their temples, accompanied with the 
mufick of their country : which muft have been very en- 
chanting, as we may judge from the traditiems handed down 
of its efficacy. I have mentioned, that the -Tongs of the 
(^anaanites and Cretans were particularly plaintive, and 
plcafing : 

5-* l licy fang in fweet but melancholy drains ; 

Such as were warbled by the Delian God, 

When in the groves of Ida he bewail’d 
The lovely loft Atymnius. 

But nothing can (hew more fully the power of ancient har- 
mony tlian the character given of the Sirens. Their cruelty 
the ancients held in deteftation j yet always fpeak feelingly 
of their mufic. They reprefent their fongs as fo fatally win- 
ning, that nobody could wkhftand their fweetnd's. All 
were foothed with it ; though their life was the purchafe 
of the gratification. The Scholiaft upon Lycophron makes ‘ 

’• Virgil. .Sneid. L. 5. v. 873. 

See Nonnus. L. 19. p. 310. ^ 

them 
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•them the children of the Mufe ** Terpfichore, Nicander 
fuppofes their mother to have been Melpomene ; others 
make her Calliope. The whole of this is merely an alle- 
gory ; and means only that they were the daughters of har- 
mony. Their efficacy is mentioned by Apollonius Rho- 
dius ; and by the Author of the Orphic Argonautica : 
but the account given by Homer is by far the moft affeit- 

jng- ^ 

XstgriVOf fMV TT^WTOF CKpl^SUl, OU pX TS TrxVTX! 

Av&^UTTSt &e7^y8(riVy oth <r<pBXi eiTafixavsi. 

'Oftg xi^^stYi 7rBh.x<ret, nxi <p6oyyov xkb7si 
26/^>]V6i)V, TW (T’ 8TI yuy»), KXi VYITTIX Tsxm 
Oixx^vofi/i<rxni rx^tg’xrxtf «(Js yxuvnxi' 

AX^a 76 Xsi^YiVBi hKysriv aoiJjj, 

‘HjtCgFOI sv Asijtcww* ttoKvs 7 x[i<p ofsoptv 
Av^^m 7rv&o[JL6vmf (Jg pirot <p()ivv$87iy. 

They are the words of Circe to Ulyfles, giving him an ac- 
count of the dangers which he was to encounter. 

Next where the Sirens dwell) you plough the feas. 
Their fong is death, and makes deftrudion pleafc. 
Unbleft the man, whom mufic makes to ftray 
Near the curft coaA, and liften to their lay. 

No more that wretch (hall view the joys of life, 

His blooming offspring, or his pleafing wife. 

V. 653. See Naulis Comes. 

L/4. V. 892. 

" V. 1269. 

’* Odyin L. M. V. 39.' 

” From Mr. Pope’s Tranflation. 

D 2 
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In verdant meads they fport, and wide around 
Lie human bones, that whiten all the ground : 

The ground polluted floats with human gore. 

And human carnage taints the dreadful fliore. 

Fly, fly the dangerous coaft. 

The ftory at bottom relates to the people above mentioned ; 
who with their mufle ufed to entice ftrangers into the pur- 
lieus of their temples, and then put them to death. Nor 
was it mufic only, with which perfons were feduced to follow 
them. The female part of their clioirs were maintained fora 
twofold purpofe, both on account of their voices and their 
beauty. They were accordingly very liberal of their fa- 
vours, and by thefe means enticed Ibafaring gerfons, who 
paid dearly for their entertainment. Scylla was a.perfon- 
age of this fort : and among the fragments of Callimachus 
we have a fliort, but a moft perfedl, defeription of her cha- 
radler. 

2/tyAAa, ywj] KCLioLKMUy Kui ov "^v^og avofjL 
Karaxao'a is by feme interpreted malejica : upon which the 
learned Hcmfterhufius remarks very juftly — KarcuiOLTct cur 
Latine vertatur malefica non video. Si Grammaticis obtem- 
peres, merctricem interpretabere : erat enim revera 
koM STai^a, ut Heraclitus «5r«r: c. 2 . Scylla then,' un- 
der which charader we are here to underftand the ‘chief 
prieftefs of the place, was no other than a handfome ifland 

Callinuchi Frag. 184. P. 510. 

ftrumpet. 
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ftrumpet. Her name it feema betokened as much, and 
{he did not belie it ; 8 ai'OjU,’ s^8<rx. We may 

from thefe data decipher the hiftory of Scylla, as given by 
Tzetzes. Hv (fe TfUToy XkvKKx ywt) evz§S7rri(‘ UoTSi^usvi h 
a’vv8(rct Scylla was originally a bandfome wench ; 

but being too free with feafaring people Jhe made herfelf a 
beaji. She was, like the Sibyl of Campania, faid by Steficlio- 
rus to have been the daughter of Lamia. Hence we may 
learn, that all, who redded in the places, which I have been 
deferibing, were of the fame religion, and of the fame fa- 
mily ; bein^ the defeendants of Ham, and chiefly by the 
collateral branches of Chus, and Canaan. 

• The like rites prevailed in Cyprus, which had in great 
meafura been peopled by perfons of thefe ‘‘ families. One 
of their principal cities was Curium, which was denominated 
from turos, the Sun, the Deity, to whom it was facred. 
In the perilous voyages of the ancients nothing was more 
common than for ftrangers, whether (hipwrecked, or other- 
wife diftreflTed, to fly to the altar of the chief Deity, 
©ca (pih^8yKca ^£wa, the God of charity and hcfpitality^ for his 
protedion. This was fatal to thofe, who were driven upon 
the weftern coaft of Cyprus. The natives of Curium made 
it a rale to deftroy all fuch under an appearance of a religi- 
ous riJe. Whoever laid their hands upon the altar of Apollo, 

“ Apollon. L* 4. V. 828. Scholiav She is faid alfo to have been the daughtcf 
of Hccatc and Phorcun. Ibid. The daughter of a Deity means the pricltcls. 
Phor-Cun. fignifics Ignis Dominus, the fame as Hephaftui. 

** Herodotus. L. 7. c. 90. 

Kvooi 0 i/jsu Sec Radicals. P. 40» 
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were caft down the precipice, upon which it ftood. 
s^ii/ oiK^x, x<p JiV pJ2rT«(ri d-^xfismvs ru SwjUH m AtoA- 
Strabo fpeaks of the pradlice, as if it fubiiiled in his 
time. A like cuftom prevailed at the Tauric Qierfonefus, 
as we are informed by Herodotus. 0ya« fxsv ri^ llx^$svu 
70Vi rs voLVYiyovg, kcu rsg olv Aa 6 w(r< ‘EAAjji'wj/ g^oj/ap^^gn'aj, 
T^OTTw Toiwl'g. Kara^^ajogroi poTraAw Trxmtri rriv HS(pa.Mv. 
‘Oi ju.gi' Agy8(n, ug to (Twpta ctTro ra K^rifjLVn i'lw&eairt 
y.xToo' gTTi ya^ i^^vrcti to 'l^ov. xtK. T‘he people of 

this place worpip the virgin Goddefs Artemis : at whofe 
prine they facrifee all perfonsy voho have the misfortune 
to he pipvoreched upon their coaft : and all the Grecians y 
that they can lay hold ofy when they are at any time thither 
driven. All thefe they without any ceremony braid with a 
club. Hough others fay y that they pove them off headlong 

from a high precipice : for their temple is founded upon a 
cliff 

The Den of Cacus was properly Ca-Chus, the cavern, or 
temple of Chus : out of which the poets, and later hiftori- 
ans have formed a ftrange perfonage, whom they reprelent 
as a fliepherd, and the fon of Vulcan. Many ancient Divi- 
nities, whofe rites and hiftory had any relation to Ur in 
Chaldea, are faid to have been the children of Vulcad j and 
oftentimes to have been bom in fire. There certainly flood 
a temple of old upon the Aventine mountain in Latiumi 

** Strabo. I.. 14. p. looa. the promoatory was called Curias. Ktftat ax^a* 

JUTCl TTCAW KuflOK. 

JL 4. c. 103. 
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which was the terror of the neighbourhood. The cruelties 
of the priefts, and their continual depredations, may be in- 
ferred from the hiftory of Cacus. Virgil makes Evandcr 
delcribe the place to ^neas ; though it is fuppofcd in his 
time to have been in ruins. 

“ Jam primum laxis fulpenfam hanc afpice rupem, 
Disjeilas procul ut moles, defertaque mentis 
Stat domus, et fcopuli ingentem traxere ruinam, 

Hie fpelunca fuit, vafto fubmota recclTu, 

Semihominis Caci, facies quam dira tegebat, 

Solis inaccefllim radiis ; femperque rccenti 
Cxde tepebat humus ; foribufque afHxa fuperbis 
Ora virum trifti pendebant pallida tabo. 

^luic monftro Vulcanus erat pater. 

Livy mentions Cacus as a Ihepherd, and a perfon of great 
ftrengdr, and violence. Pallor, accola ejus loci, Cacus, fe- 
lox viribus. He is mentioned alfo by Plutarch, who ftiles 
him Caccus, Kaxxo^. “ Tor fwy yof 'Bpairu Troui'x PwjUflyoi 
Kouckov 7Fv§ Kcu (pKoyxi. oupiam 

peac'oe. As there were both pricfts„ and prieftefles, in tem- 
ples ©f this forty perfons IKled both. Lami, and Lamias ; fo 
we read, both of a CacuSy and ft Caca.. The latter was fup^ 
polpd to- have been* a Goddels> who was made a Deity for 
having betrayed her brother to Hercules.. Colitur ct Caca, 

** Virgft. /Eiwid. L 8. v. 190. 

Livy. L. I. c. 7. 

*• Plutarch, in Amatorio. VoL 2. P. 76??. 

h LaAantius dc F. H. L. i. c, 20. p. 90. 
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quaj Herculi fecit indicium bourn ; divinitatem confecuta, 
quia pcrdidit fratrem. In ihort, under the characters of 
Caca, and Cacus, we have a hiftory of Cacufian priefts, who 
ft cm to have been a fet of people devoted to rapine and 
murder. 

What we exprefs Cocytus, and fuppofc to have been 
merely a river, was originally a temple in Egypt called Co- 
Cutus : for rivers were generally denominated from fomc 
town, or temple, near which they ran. Co-Cutus means 
the Cuthite temple, the houfe of Cuth. It vt^as certainly 
a place of inquifition, where great cruelties were exer- 
cifed. Hence the river, which was denominated from it, 
was eftecmed a river of hell ; and was fuppofed to have ' 
continual cries, and lamentations refounding upon its wa- 
ters. 

Cocytus, named of lamentation loud 
Heard on its banks. 

Milton fuppofes the river to have been named from the 
Greek word xwxyroj : but the reverfe is the truth. From 
the baleful river and temple Co-cutus came the Greek 
terms mKVroiy and kukvoo, Acheron, another infernal ri- 
ver, was properly a temple of Achor, the &eog amfiviog of 
Egypt, Palcftine, and Gyrene, It was a temple of the Sun, 
called Achor-On: and it gave name to the river, onjvhok 
banks it flood. Hence like Cocutus it was looke^ upon 

Milcon. L. 2. V. 579. 
y Tbcoc. Idyl 17. v. 47. 


as 
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as a melancholy ftrcam, and by the Poet Theocritus ftilcd 
’’ Ap^g^ovra TroAyfOVOV, the river of lamentations. Arifto- 
phanes fpeaks of an eminence of this name, and calls it 
'*Ap^g^omo5 itfioi.ros'aYtiii the rock of Acberm^ drop- 

ping blood. 

" Theoc. Idyll. 17. V. 47. 

7* Ariftoph, lixTgx%. V. 474. So Cocylus is by CUudian deferibed as the 
river of tears. 

preflb lacrymarum fontc refed it 
Cocytos. Dc Rapt. Proferp. L. 1. v. 87. 
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MEED or M H T i 

AND 

The Goddess H I P P A. 



■^^14 of the moft ancient Deities of the Amonians 
named Meed, or Meet ; by which was fignified 
divine wifdom. It was rendered by the Grecians 
M> 5 Ti? in* the mafeuline : but feems to have been a feminine 
Deity ; and reprefented under the fymbol of a beautiful female 
countenance furrounded with ferpents. The author of the 
Orphic Poetry makes Metis the origin of all * things : which 
Proclus expreffes * rriv amw : and fuppofes this 

perfonage to be the fame as Phancs, and Dionufus, from 
whom all things proceeded. By Timotheus Chronographus, 
in his account of the creation, this Divinity was deferibed 
as thJt vivifying light, which firft broke forth upon the in- 
fant wdHd, and produced life and motion. His notion 
is faid tp^ave been borrowed from Orpheus ; E<p§c(.T6 Jg (o 

’ He makes Metis the fame as Athena. H. 31. L. to. 

In another place Metis is ftiled xfwxM yfriru^. Frag. 6. V. »9- p. 3^^- 

* Ibid. Fragm. 8. P. 373. 
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’ O^pvs) or/ TO (puf ptj^otv TOP ai^s^x Bpocrurs TruTuv tjjp m- 
o'/y' g/Twv, e/te/po e/pa/ to (pw$ to pri^uv top cti&s§a, to TF^oei^ri-- 

fxem, TO vTTs^TctTov TTotvmVy 8 oi/o(j(.x 0 ai/TO? O^psvg a/£8(ra? e;? 

MaPTe/aj e^e/Tre MHTI2, oTe^ s^ppgysTa/ BOTAH, $122, 
ZflOAOTHP. E/ttsp £p tji a^Ta e/t^ere/ Tawaj Ta^ T^e/j ^s/aj 
TWP' ovofMoroov ^vvoLjjLBH [Jtictv sivctt hvct^iv^ xat BV X^XTOg T8- 
TWP 0 £OP, OP cvhii o^a. The account is remarkable. Hippa 
was another Goddefs of the like antiquity, and equally ob- 
folctc. Some traces however arc to be Bill found in the 
Orphic verfes above mentioned, by which we may difeover 
her original charadcr and department. She is there repre- 
fented, as the nurfc of* Dionufus, and feems to have been-^ 
tlic fame as Cybelc, who was worfhiped in the mountains of 
^ Phrygia, and by the Lydians upon Tmolus. She is faid to 
liavc been the foul of the * world : and the perfon,. who re* 
ccived, and foftered Dionufus, when he came from the 
thigh of his father. This hiftory relates to his fecond 
birth, when he returned to a fecond ftate of childhood. 
Dionufus was the chief God of the Gentile world, and 
worlhipcd under various titles : which at length came 
to be looked upon as different Deities. Moft of thefe 
fecondary Divinities had the title of Hippius, and Hip- 
pia : and as they had female attendants in their tefiples* 
thefe too had the name of Hippai. What may ^.ve been 
the original of the term Hippa, and Hippus, will'he matter 

* Eufebii. C'hron. Log, P. 4 . 1 42. 

^ I'n^rav xiy.?y)ax(^ Bax^^U Hymn. 4&. 

• Hymn. 47. V. 4, 

‘ Orphic Frag. 43. ‘H u^v t» TaiTc^ xtA. Proclus. ibid, 

P. .,01. 
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of future difquiUtion, Thus much is certain, that the 
Greeks, who were but little acquainted with the purport 
of their ancient theology, uniformly referred it to ’’ horfes. 
Hence it was often prefixed to the names of Gods, and of 
Goddefles, when it had no relation to their department ; and 
feemed inconfiftent with their charadler. Wc have not only 
an account of A^rjg Mars the horfeman ; but of Po- 

feidon Hippius, though a God of the fea. He is accordingly 
complimented upon this title by the Poet Ariftophanes. 

'iTTTri u 

Xcthxox^oTm hzm xTVXog 
Koct clvJixm. 

the title of Hippia ; and the Goddefs of wifclom 
had the fame. We read alfo of Juno Hippia, who 
at Olympia partook of joint rites, and worfhip with thofe 
equeftrian Deities Neptune, and Mars. Paufanias mentions 
Uoire/Jouyog 'Iwtcis, koli 'H^aj 'iTTTia : and hardby 

(JLsv A^swf 'iTTTns, Tjj h AQi/ivxi 'Irxm In Arca- 

dia, and Elis, the moft ancient rites were preferved : and the 
Grecians might have known, that the terms Hippa and 
Hippia were of foreign purport from the other titles given 
to Juno at Olympia. For they facrificed here to *° Amo- 

A|iong the Egyptians the emblems, of which they madculc were arbitrary, 
and very different from the things to which they referred. An eagle, an ox, 
and a horl?l were all ufed as fymbols, but had no real connexion with the 
things alli^'d to, nor any the lead likenefs. The Grecians not confidcring 
this wci^lways mifled by the type j and never regarded the true hiftory, which 
was veiled under it. 

® I'TTTiii. V, 548. 

’ Paufan. L. 5. p. 414; 

Paufan. L. 5. p. 416. 

jilan 
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nian Juno, and to Juno Paramonian ; which were alfo titles 
of Hermes. Hippa was a facred Egyptian term, and as 
fucli was conferred upon Arfinoe, the wife of Ptolemy Phi- 
ladelphus ; for the princes of Egypt always affumed to them- 
felves facred appellations. " Aga-im, >5 T8 

yvyri. As the Grecians did not enquire into the hidden pur- 
port of ancient names, they have continually mifreprefented 
the hiftories, of which they treated. As Ceres was ftiled 
Hippa, they have imagined her to have been turned into 
a " mare: and Hippius Pofeidon wasin like manner changed 
to a horfe, and fuppofed in that fhape to have had an inti- 
mate acquaintance with the Goddefs. Of this Ovid takes 

. ^ AO 2-1 

notice. 

Et te, flava comas, frugum mitiflima mater 
Senfit equum; te fenfit avem crinita colubris 
Mater cqui volucris. 

The like is mentioned of the nymph Ociiroe ; alfo of Phy- 
lera, who was fo changed by Saturn. He is faid to have 
taken upon liimfelf the fame lhape, and to have followed 
her neighing over the mountains of Theflaly. 

Tabs et ipfe jubam cervice effudit equina 
Conjugis adventu pernix Saturnus, et altura 
Pelion hinnitu fugiens implevit acuto. 

All thefe legendary (lories arolib from this ancient term ‘being 

“ Hei’ych. 'Ittti*. 

»*Paiif»n. L. 8. p. 649* 

**Mctam. L. 6. V. 117. 

Ovid. Metam. L. 2. v. £68. 

■i’Virg. Georg. L. 3.V. 92. 


oblbl^e, 
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obfolete, and miHipplicd. Homer makes mention of the 
mares of Apollo, which the God was fnppofcd to have bred 
in Pieria: 

Ta? £V a^yv^or:>^o; X^oXk'x'v. 

And he has accordingly put tlicm in harnefs, and giv’^cn them 
to the hero F.iimclus. Callimachus takes notice of the 
lame mares in his hymn to the Shepherd God Apollo. 

(poiSov mi No^ajoy Hiy.Xrt<rKOfxev, £^£T £K£Uiiiy 
E^£T £7r Ajtti^^utrw ^£vyr,Tihg £T^£!p£v I'XTrof.?^ 

Hi(5g« VT! g^WTl K£mV^£V0i A^fJLr,TOiQ. 

wi, mifeonftrued mares, were prieftedcs of the 
jfl^^lfe^ippa, who was of old worlhipcd in Thcfi’uly, and 
in many different regions. They chanted 
m her temples, and performed the rites of fire : but 
the worfhip growing obfolete, the very terms were at laft 
miftaken. How far this worlhip once prevailed may be 
know n from the many places denominated from Hippa. It 
was a title of Apollo, or the Sun, and often compounded 
Hippa On, and contraAed Hippon: of which name places 
occur in Africa near Carthage 'Ht£ Ji) K/^ra toAi; snxv&x 
mi oi iTTTrwygf. Argos was of old called Hippeion ; not 

from the animal 'iTTrof, but ’’ xtto ’IjTrrii th Aaraa, from 

\ 

Iliad. JB. V. 76C. He alfo mentions the mares of ErcMhon, with whkh 
Boreas was^jppofed to have been enamoured. 

Bof€ni n^Accrtio ftaxo/zernwy, 

I /frw ii<rafJLiroi Trec^eM^xro x^jxvo^airr, 

Ai d'CTGXVffG-afjLfrai mxGV OdylT. T, V. 

>7 H. to Apollo. V. 47. 

^ Strabo. L. 17. p. 1188. 

Hcfych. iTTTrdcy^ 

VoL. II. E 4 
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Hippa the daughter of Dauaus. That is from a prieftefs, 
who founded there a temple and introduced the rites of the 
Goddefs, whom flie ferved. As it was a title of the Sun, it 
was fometimes expreffed in the mafeuline gender Hippos : 
and Paufanias takes notice ot a mofl curious, and remarkable 
piece of antkpiity, though he almoft ruins the purport of it 
by referring it to an hoifc. It flood near mount Taygetns 
in Laconia, and was called the monument of Hippos. The 
author tells us, ”** that at particular intervals from this monu- 
ment flood /even pillarSy Kxm r^oTtov oifJLXi OL^’^ctioVy placed^ 
fays he, as I imaginey according to fome ancient rule atid me- 
thod ; vohich pillars were fuppofed to reprefent the feven pla- 
nets, If then thefe exterior ftones related to the ” feven 
erratic bodies in our fphere, the central monument of Hip- 
pos mufl: ncceflarily have been defigned for the Sum” And 
however rude the whole may pofl'ibly have appeared, it is the 
mod ancient reprefentation upon record, and confcquently 
the mod cutious, of the planetary fydem. 

It is from hence, I think, manifeft^ that the titles Hippa, 
and Hippos, related to the luminary Ofiris ; and betokened 
fome particular department of that Deity, who was the fame 
as Dionufus. He was undoubtedly worlhiped under this 
appellation in various regions: hence we read of Hfppici 
Montes in Colchis ; 'IrTTS KUfJLri in Lycia ; Itctth ccKfx in Li- 

U^vi:>v^i St'lTrrrti KaX»fJiivov fxvi^fxx e^iv.—Kiovei Si :TzrTctj oi VW 
thtw on xcAu, xaToc t^ottcv otpictt tov a^otiov^ on? twv I jAavnTwr 

fxtriv a>aAuGtTA. Paufan. L. 3. p. 262. 

** They included chc moon among the primary planets j not being acquainted 
with any fccondary. 

bya; 
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bya; Itwh in Egypt: and a town Hippos in Arabia 
Felix. There occur alfo in compofition Hippon, Hip-, 
porum, Hippburii, Hippana, Hipponefus, Hippocrene. 
This laft was a facred fountain) denominated from the. 
God of light, who was the patron of vcric, and icience 
but by the Greeks it was referred to an animal, and fup- 
pofed to have been produced by the hoof of an horfe. The 
rites of Dionufus Hippius were carried into Thrace, where 
the horfes of Diomedcs were faid to have been fed with 
human fleih. Deianira is introduced by Ovid, as afleing 
i£i>e did4W>t well remember this prad:ice. 

• Kon til-H fuccurrit crudi Diomedis imago, 

^ Eitcrus humana qui dape pavit equos ? 

Abdcr* iS , the founder of Abdera, is fuppofed to have been a 
vi<flim tfS'^hefe animals: of which Scymnus Chius gives the 
following account. 

T(av y szi ^oXaTTi) icsifJLevm b^iv ttoKi; 

az ^bv mofJt.oi.(j'[JLBvriy 

Th KOU KTKTOLVrOi Z^OTS^OV CtVTri»' og 
’Tzo rm AiOfirihvf v?:s^ov ^svoktopwv 
' izzm <p&ot^rjPcu. 

Thefe horfes, ^Bvoicrovoiy which fed upon the flelh of Grangers, 
were thb priefts of Hippa, and of Dionufus, Ailed Hippus, 
or more pi?>perly Hippius. They feem to have refidcd in 


j. 


•* See Byzant. and Ccllarius, 

•J Ovid. Deianira ad Here. E'pift. * 

Geog. Vet. VoL 2. V. 665. Sec alfo Diodoriu. 
ipitomc. L. 7. p. 511. 

VoL. II, 


L. iv. p. >zj. alfo Straba 
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aft Uknd, and probably in the Thracian Ch^riimefe : which 
they denominated ** Dtu-Medes, or the ifl^d of the Egyp- 
tian Deity Medes. From hence the Grecian Poets have 
formed a perfonage DiomedeS) whom they have made king 
of the country. There were oppofite to Appulia iflands 
of the fame name,, where fimilar rites prevailed. The priefti. 
were here Cycneans, and deferibed as a fpecies of fwans, who. 
were kind to pec^le of their own race, but cruel to ** ftrangers,. 
A Diomedes is fuppofed to have been a king in thefe 
parts, and to have given name to thefe illands. It is faid 
by Schymnus Chius above, that Abdeinf^ho was devoured^ 
by the horfes of Diomedes in Thrace, built the city,, which, 
bore his name. The Grecians continually fuppofed tf^e 
perfonage, in whofe honour a city was built;, to have 
been the founder. 1 have mentioned, that Abdeil^lignifies. 
the place of Abdir, whidi is a contradion of Abadir, the 
ferpent Deity AdrUr, or Adorns. And it is plain from 
many palTages in ancient writers, that human fkcrifices were 
common at his (hrine and particularly thole, of infants. By 
Abderyf being a vidlim to the horles of Diomedes is meant 
that the natives of that place, which Hood in the vicinity of 
the Cherfonefus, were obliged to fubmit to the cruel rites of 
the Diomedean prieils. The very name. muft. h^ve. come 

*5 See Radicals, P. 96. ' ‘ f 

1 he birds ai the lake Stymphalus arc deferibedas feedhag upoi> htirnan 
fltfh. TTuTf avcf^o(payovi err' avT^ r^afnrat. PaufarC^. 8. p. 640. 

'1 he real hiilory of the place was, tffat the birds called Styrophalidcs wre a 
fet of Canibal priefts. 

vGlaucus, the fon of SiCphus is laid to have been catca by horfesi . Palay 
phatus. P. 58, 

from 
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{com them } for they worftiiped the Deity under the titles 
Meed, Hippa, and Abadir ; and various other appellations. 

There is an account given by ** Palaephatus of one Metr^, 
who in the more authentic manuferipts is called Mijs'f a, Mceftra* 
It is faid of her, that Ihc could change herfelf into various 
forms, particularly sk fav, koli Eat 

cursor, tbai (be would injlead of a young woman appear an oXf 
or a cow ; or elfe he in the pope of a dog^ or of a bird. She is rc- 
prefented as the daughter of Erifidhon : and thefe uncommon 
properties are mentioned by Ovid **, who fets them olF with 
^i^jjich embcllilhment. The (lory at bottom is very plaiil. 
the land of the Mizraira, was by the Greeks often 
Meftra and Meftraia : and by the perfon here called 
we are certainly to underftand a woman of that 
countrj^ She was fometimes mentioned limply as a Cahen, 
or prieftdfs, which the Grecians have rendered xyra, a dog, 
Women in this facred capacity attended at the Ihrinc of 
Apis, and Mneuis j and of the facred heifer at Onuphis. Some 
of them in different countries were ftiled Cygneans, and alfo 
Peleiadae, of whom the principal were the women at’* Dodona. 
Many of them were priefteffes of Hippa, and upo^ that ac- 
count ffiled Hippai, as I have Ihewn. Hence the raytholoo 

*» P.i54. 

“ Metamorpb. L. 8. v. 87J. 

“jofephus calls Egypt Meftra. Antiq. L. t. c. 6. §. a. See Radicals. P.7. 
Notes. 

‘O oixmcii Tliv Mvf^gatocy Aiyuiriavy Eufcb. 

Chroq. P. 

Herodotus. L. 2. c. 55. 


gifts 
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gifts under the charafter of Meeftra have reprefented an 
Egyptian prieftefs, who could aftlime many departments, 
which were milconftrued different ftiapcs. She could be- 
come, if we may credit Ovid, 

Nunc equa, nunc ales, modo bos. 
or according to Palaephatus, fiav, kvvol, xoci : a cow, a 
dog, and a bird. The whole of this related to the particular 
fcrvicc of the prieftefs ; and to the emblem under which the 
Deity was vvorfliipcd. 


RITES 
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D A M A T E R, or CERES. 


I Sp 'i? now proceed' to the rites of Ceres: and the gene- 
ral. chara<5ter of this Goddefi is fo innocent, and rural, 
that one would imagine nothing cruel could proceed 
from her (hrine. But there was a time, when fomc of her 
temples were as much dreaded, as thofe of Scylla, and the 
Cyclops. They were courts of juftice ; whence (he is often 
fpoken of as a lawgiver. 

' Prima Ceres unco terram dimovit aratroj 
Prima dedit leges. 

She ’is joined by Cicero with Libera, and they are ftiled the 


* Ovid. Mctam. L. 5. V. 341, Moft temples of old were courts of juliccj 
and the pi lefts were thejudges, who there prefided. 

V. H. L. 14. C# 70 a^^ect or 7rau A;i/rT/^/5 it 

4 Deities^. 
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Deities, ’ a quibus initia vitae, atque vidus, kguirty morum^ 
manfuctudinis, humanitatls, exeinpla hominibus, et civita- 
tibiis data, ac difpertita efle dicantur. The Deity, to whom 
fhe was a fubftitute, was El, the Sun. He was primarily 
worfhiped in thefe temples : and I have (hewn, that they 
were from Achor denominated Acherontian ; alfo tem- 
ples of Ops, and Oupis, the great ferpent God. Hence it 
is faid by Hefyehius, that Acheron, and Ops, and Helle, and 
’ Gerys, and Terra, and Demeter, were the fame. ‘H * A^g^w, 
HOLl QTTli, XXI 'EAAJ), XXl rt)^V5, XXI Fl), XXi 
avTO. Ceres was the Deity of fire ; hence at Cnidus (he was 
called Kv^x, * Cura, a title of the Sun. Her Roman name 
Ceres, exprefled by Helycliius Gerys, was by the Dorians^ 
more properly rendered ’’ Garys. It was originally a name of 
a city, called : for many of the Deities were errone- 
oufly called by the names of the places where they wor- 
fhiped. Charis is Char-Is, the * city of fire ; the place 
where Orus and Hephaftus were worfhiped. Hence as a per- 

* Oratio in Verrem. 5.Scft. ultima. VoL 3. p. 291. 

' Ceres is mentioned by Varro quafi Geres. L. 4. p. 18. 

^ Hefyehius. 

* Reperitur in poematiis antiquis, a Pithao editis, carmen in laudem Solis ^ 

quod eum efle Liberum, ct Ccrcrcm, et Jovcm Xtatuic. Huctius. Demonft. 
Evang. Prop. 4. p. 142. ^ 

6 Coclius. Rhodog. L. 17. c. 27* 

■* Varro fpcaks of Ceres, as if her name was originally Geres. L. 4. pi 

* I'hcrc was a place called Charifia in Arcadia. Paufan. L. 8. p.^oj. Chtt- 
4^fii5, and Charefene, in Phrygia. Charis in PerCs, and Parthia. S«c Trcatifc 
j)pon the Cyclopes, 

3 ibnage 
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fi>nage (he is made the wife of* Vulcan, on account of her 
relation to fire. Her title of Damatcr was equally foreign to 
Greece j and came from Babylonia, anti the eaft. It may 
after this feem extraordinary, that flic fliould ever be cf- 
tcemed the Goddefs of corn. This notion arofe in part 
from the Grecians not underftanding their own theology : 
which, bad originally, became continually more depraved, 
through their ignorance. The towers of Ceres were Pur- 
tain, or IXfuraygia ; fo called from the fires, which were 
perpetually there preferved. The Grecians interpreted this 
raji£t6v r and rendered, what was a temple of Orus, a 
^^^ l^^^orn. In confequence of this, though they did 
a,feo|j|h the ancient ufage of the place, they made it a 
of grain, from whence they gave largefles to the 
people upon any ad of merit. Tozog >)y zet^’ A^rivarnty &> 
(i mvea rnrirsii Toig ^n[Ji,o(rtoig sve^erxis sMono' ohv mi 
U^vrouisiov sxcihmoj mm zt>^oTctfx6io¥' zv^og yoL§ o <rmg. 
In early times the corn there depofited feenis to have been 
for the priefts and diviners. But this was only a fecond- 
ary ufe, to which thefe places ivere adapted. They were pro- 
perly facred towers, where a perpetual fire was preferved. 
Paulanias takes notice of fuch a one in Arcadia. “ Ajjpjr^of, 
jicu Ko^r\g is^oVy zv^ snoivSa, xa<8or<, zom^mi (p^ovTi^cty 
fjU) (r(fio’iP aToa'b£7^£V. He mentions a like circumftancc 

’ Paufan. L. 9. p. 781. Nonnui. L. 29^ p. 76a. 

•• Mag. and Suicias. 

“* t>?5 er n^jTxriiy crtri/i(ri'ji)f. Afid^^ph# 

Scholia. V. 10S4* 

»» L. 8. p. 616, 

at 
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at the Pfutaneion in Elis : £5*1 (Je ^ 'Ej'ia TB<p^0L( xai atmi 
reTToirjfmriy Koti STr'avrri^ tcv^ olvo. ■xottrxy ts rifxsoxVy kxi 
sv TTxirri f/vxTi uxrxvrwi xxterxi. Attica at firft was divided 
into fcparate and independant hamlets : each of which had 
its own Prutaneion, and Archon. Thefe Archons were 
priefts of the '♦ Prutancia ; and were denominated from their 
office. Archon is the fame as Orchon, and like Chon-Or 
fignifies the God of light, and fire ; from which title the 
priefts had their name. In Babylonia, and Chaldea, they 
were called Urchani. 

As in thefe temples there was always a light, and a fire 
burning on the hearth, fome of theGrecians have varied in their 
etymology, and have derived the name from Trv^y Pur. Suidas'^ 
fuppofes it to have been originally called Hv^o? TXfMeiov, 
*^n§v 7 xmoVy TXfjieioVy Bv&x nv xfr^B^ovm^. The Scho- 
liaft upon Thucydides fpeaks to the fame purpofe. AA^oi 

<px<TiVy oTi TO U^vTxmoy TTV^og riv TXfisioVy ev&x nv x(r^sg-ov 
Others tell usy that the Prutaneion was of old called Puros Ta- 
ineiony from 7 rv§y pur : becaufe it was the repofttory of a perpe^ 
tual fire. It was facred to Hcftia, the Vefta of the Romans ; 
which was only another title for Damater : and the facred hearth 
had the fame name. “ 'Efiav I'x^ KV^iwrxrx KxKoirs tjjv ep 

“L. 5. p. 415. 

*♦ H^viavficL T€ xai Ao^ovtoc^, Thucyd. L. 2. p. 107. 

"To ie >.v^viov €v npurttviu^ Thcocrit, Idyl. 21. 

" Suidas. 

" L. 2. p. 107. Others gave another rcafon. Jl^nTocfeioy skoAiito, fimSn 

$x(t fxa 6 )J>'To Cl I c< t^v oAo;p SioiXiiTsci* Ibid. 

Julius Pollux. L. I. c, I, p, 7. 
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Xl^vroj/SKfiy ep' r,( to ttvo to aTSsrov avxTnrsToit. J have men- 
tioned, that tlicfe places were temples, and at the fame time 
courts of juftice : hence we find, that in the Prutancion at 
Athens the laws of Solon were ’’engraved. Thele laws were 
deferibed upon wooden cylinders : fomc of which remained 
to the time of Plutarch. 

Many of thefe temples were dedicated to the Deity under 
the name of Perfephone, or Proferpine, the fuppofed daugh- 
ter of Ceres. They were in reality the fame perfonage. 
Perfephone was ftiled Ko^a, Cora ; which the Greeks mif- 
?^t®^rete 4 ,. Tlxfi^syof, the virgin, or damfel. How could 
a,^^}on, W40 according to the received accounts had been 
by Pluto, and been his confort for ages ; who was 
1] i^een of hell, be ftiled by way of eminence 
? Ko^a, Cora, which they underftood was the fame as 
Cura, a foeminine title of the Sun : by which Ceres alfo was 
called at Cnidos. However mild and gentle Proferpine 
may have been reprefented in her virgin ftate by the Poets j 
yet her tribunal feems in many places to have been very for- 
midable, In confequence of this we find her with Minos, 
and Rhadamanthus, condemned to the (hades below, as an 
infernal inquifitor. ^^Nonnus fays, 

Proferpine armed the Furies, The notion of which Furies 
arofe from the cruelties praftifed in thefe Prutaneia. They 

Paufan.L. i. p.41. 

•• Plutarch in Solonc. P. 92, 

L. 44. p. 1152. 

VoL. II, G were 
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were called by the Latines Furiae ; and were originally only 

priefls of fire : but were at laft ranked among the hellilh 

tormentors. Ceres the benefadrefs, and lawgiver, was fome- 

times enrolled in the lift of thefe daemons. This is mani- 

« 

feft from a paftage in Antimachus, quoted by Paufanias, 
where her temple is fpoken of as the ftirine of a Fury. 

** A):p)T^of, Todi tpctTiv sim 

The like is mentioned by the Scholiaft upon Lycophron, 
’’ »i A)5]U)5Tnf sv Oymig ttqKsi Tr,g komhoig TifxcLTcti. 

Her temple ftood upon the river Ladon, and ftie had this 
name given to her by the people of the place. KaAa(r< (fe 
E^ivm o< <dsKiC 8 (noi t/jI/ Qsov. "The Tbelpuftam cedi the God- 
defs Demeter a Fury. Herodotus fpcaks of a Prutaneitfh 
in Achaia Pthiotic, called Leitus j of which he gives a fear- 
ful account. JVo perfon^ he fays, ever entered the precinBs, 
ncho returned. Whatever perfon ever ftrayed that wayy was 

L. 8. p, 649. Mount Caucafus was denominated, as is fuppofed, from a 
fliephei'd Caucafus. The women, who officiated in tl>c temple, were filled tht 
daughters of Caucafus, and reprefented as Furies: by which was meant pricil- 
efics of fi c. 

Caucafi filix Furicc. SccEpiphanius Anchorat. P. 90. 

^5 Lycophron. Scholia. V, 1225. Ka^ KaAP^ifJLa^o^ Eoipy^v t/jv 
TCet. Ibid. ^ 

Kcpuinc is faid to have lain with Ceres, when in ^ form of a Fury. Apol- 
lodoru\ L. j. p. 157. She is faid from thence to nave conceived the horfc 
Aicion, 

L>cophron alludes to her cruel rites, when be is fjpeaking ofTantaluSi and 

‘Gu TaTTsi £v yaiji(l:x:<Tn- 'V.rvt(.ia 7rOT€ 

J\jexy/,upii^':\Au’y trviu.Ce^sei'rJc(pf\ V* 15^* 

s' 
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immediately feized upon by the Prie/ls^ and facrijictd^ 7’be cuf- 
tem fo far prevailed., that many, who thought they were liable 
to fuffer, fled away to foreign parts. And he adds, that after 
a long time, when any of them ventured to return, if they 
were caught, they were immediately led to the Prutaneion. 
Here they were crowned with garlands, and in great parade 
conduSied to the altar. I (hall quote the author’s words. 

‘Ar.JToy Js tcaXsari to U^vTOLVtiiov bt Ayyioi' 
a/. £<yt, by.cjos tt^iv r\ ^vrsTdoti jUcAAj)* wfg ti th- 

roPTt' Vtd^oi tih Tcev fjoeKKciVTxv T«T£wy QvTecdon, ^SKransc 

X^om h Tt^oiovrog, oitiTW 
pdlp^^^^'^ctKiTyMntu, sg-eT^Kom sg ro UfjTctvtjiov, ug 
slifyson'o, Ttag TtvxuTdsig, xcti ug (Tw 

TOjUTjj s^d-gCsig. Tiic people of Lcitus arc faid to have been 
the fons of Cutifforus. Herodotus fpeaks of tlie tcmjile, as 
remaining in his time ; and of the cuflom Aill fubfifting. 
He farther mentions, that when Xerxes was informed of the 
hiftory of this place, as he paffed through Tlieflaly, lie 
withheld himfelf from being guilty of any violation. And 
he moreover ordered his army to pay due regard to its 
fandlity j fo very awful, it feems, was myfterious cruelty. 

I imagine, that the ftory of the Harpies relates to Priefts 
of the Sun. They were denominated from their feat of re- 
fidcnce, which was an oracular temple called Harpi, and 
Hirpi, analogous to Orphi, and Urphi in other places. I 
have (hewn, that the ancient name of a priefl: was Cahen, 

** Herodotus. L. 7. c. 197. 

G 2 
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rendered miftakenly and canis. Hence the Harpies, who 
were priefts of Ur, are ftiled by Apollonius the Dogs of Jove. 
Iris accofting Calais, and Zethus, tells them, that it would 
be a profanation to ofFer any injury to thofe perfonages. 

Ov dsfiHy w visa Bo^sh ^Kf>ss<r(rtv sAaTorai 
'AfTViXi, jtLeyoAoto Aiog KTNAS. 

This term in the common acceptation is not applicable to 
the Harpies, either as birds, for fo they are reprefented j or 
as winged animals. But this reprefcntation was only the 
infignc of the people, as the vulture, and eagle were of the 
Egyptians : a lion of the Perfian's. The Harpies were cer- 
tainly a college of priefts in Bithynia j and on that ac- 
count called Cahen. They feem to have been ^t of rapa^- 
ous perfons, who for their repeated adls of violence, and cru- 
elty, were driven out of the country. Their temple was 
ftiled Arpi ; and the environs Arpi-ai: hence the Grecians 
foroKd 'A^ttviou. There was a region in Apulia named 
Arpi; and in its neighbourhood were the iflands of Diomedes, 
and the birds, which were fabled to have been like fwans. I 
have before (hewn, that they were Amonian priefts : fo like- 
wife were the Hirpi near Sorade in Latium. They were 
priefts of fire : of whofe cuftoms I have taken notice. 

The perfons, who refided in thefe temples are reprefented 

•» L. 2. V. 288. 

’* The Sirens and Harpies wore perfons of the fame vocation ; and of thia 
the Scholiart upon Lycophron feems to have been apprifed. See V. 653. 

H.upya, was certainly of old a name of a place. The town fo 

called is mentioned to have been near Enchelix ia Illyria, liwc was an Amo- 
nian Petra of Cadmus, and Harnionia. 

3 ^ 
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as perfons of great ftrength, and ftature : for many of them 
were of the race of Anac. There is reafon to think, that a 
cuftom prevailed in thefe places of making ftrangers cn^ 
gage in fight with fome of the priefts trained up for that 
purpofe. The manner of contention was cither with the 
cseftus, or by wrefiling. And as the priefi: appointed for 
the trial was pretty fure of coming oft' the conqueror, the 
whole was looked upon as a more fpecious kind of facrifice. 
Amycus, who was king of Bithynia, is reprefented as of a 
gigantic fizc,.and a great proficient with the cseftus. He 
was in confcqucnce of it the terror of all ftrangers who came 
upon the coaft. Cercyon of Megara was equally famed 
for wrcftling; by which art he flew many, whom he forced 
to the, unequal contention. But Cercyon was the name of 
the place ; and they were the Cercyon ians, the priefts of 
the temple, who were noted for thefe atchievements, Pau - 
fanias gives a^l account of them under the character of ojie 
perfon. ’’ Etm h 0 K.e§xvojV T^ysTou kou rot. aAAa 
£if rm ^sm, xou Cercyon was in 

other refpeSJs lawlefs in his behaviour towards Jlrangers ; but 
Specially towards thofe who would not contend with him in 
wrejlling. Thefe Cercynians were undoubtedly priefts of 
Ceres, or Damater : who feems to have been tired of their 
fervice, and glad to get rid of them, as we are informed by 
the poet. 

** Tnv'j cvaAiyxiOi Thcocrit. Idyl. 22. V. 94* 

*9 Paufan, L. i. p. 94. 

' •• is compounded of Ker-Cuon, and fignifici the temple of the 

Deity. 

»• L. I. p, 94. 
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Quaeque Ceres laeto vidit pcreuntia vultu 
Corpora Thefea Cercyonea manu. 

Before moft temples of old v/ere areas, which were dehgned; 
lor Gumnafia, where thefc feats of cxercife were performed. 
Lucian fpeaks of one before the temple of Apollo Lucius. 
And Paufanias mentions that particular ” parade, where Cer- 
cyon was fuppofed to have exhibited his art. It flood before 
the tomb of Alope, and was called the Palacftra of Cer- 
cyon even in the time of this writer, who takes notice of 
many others. He flilcs it AAotiij, as if it were a 

tomb. But it was a Taph, or high altar, fwred to Al-Ope> 
Sol Pytho, who was the Deity of the place called Cer-Cuon. 
Before this altar was the palsHra ; where the Cercyonian 
priefts obliged people to contend W'ith them. I have taken 
notice of a Pharos at^^Torone, which Proteus is laid to have 
quitted, that he might not be witnefs to the cruelties of his 
fons. He fled, it feems, to Egypt, oikv^CL; tcl; 

TaXa;, to fliun their wicked pradtices : for they were 
fo {killed in the Palaeftric art, that they flew all flrangers, 

”Ovid. Ibis. V. 41 r. 

** Anacharfis. Vol. 2. p. 3SS. TvfAi cicri.v r.y.wv crciJiaL^irxij xat iVov 

A7^^A/^^yJ 05 Avwi^. 

Kai 0 TCTc? ^vro^ y.xi o?^^yoy ttoo rxCpyj AAs* 

Paufan. L. j. p. 94. 

That very ancient temple of Pan on Mount Lycjcum in Arcadia had a GyiTK 
nafuim in a grove. tr tw A>j-kohx rjaics 'Igj&r, y.xi Treot xino aAo^os JH- 

yxi jcj ycci ttco xjth Paufan. L. 8. p. 678, 

1 have mentioned, that Torone was a tempk of the Sun, and alfo 
by which was meant a place of fire, and a lighthoufe. This is not merely 
theory : for the very tower may be feen upon coins, where it is reprefented as a 
Pharos with a blaze of fire at the top. See Vol. i. PLATE VI. Page 408. 

whom 
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whom they forced to engage with them. Taurus, called Mi- 
notaurus, was a temple in Crete : but by tlie Grecians is 
fpoken of as a perfon. Under this chara<ner Taurus is rej>rc- 
fented as a renowned wrefllcr, and many peiTons arc iaid 
to liave been font from Athens to be viLT:ims to his prowefs. 
Eufebius ftilcs him, ay/oj kxi a man of a cruel 

and four difpofition. After he laid done much mifehief, 
I hcTeus at length 'I'ctv^ov y.xrsTrxKot.rSy foiled him in his 
own art, and flew him. He is fuppofed to have done the 
like by Ccrcyon. Asysrai h o Ks^xv'x'v tov; ^ictg-ccyrag 
Trx'/Tdi sg 7 rxKr,v 7rKr,v Qr,(rsu:g. For it is fiiJ of 

Cercyon^ that be Jkxv every perfon who ventured to cope with 
him in wrejlling^ excepting Thefeus. In all thefe inrtances the 
place is put for the perfons who rcli icd in it: of which mif* 
take I have been obliged often to take notice. 

Ancient hiftory affords numbcrlcfs inftanccs of this unge- 
nerous, and cruel pradicc. Tlie ftrangcr, who flood mofl in 
need of courtefy, was treated as a profefl enemy : and the 
rites of holpitality were evaded under the undue fandion of 
a facrifice to the Gods. In the hiflory of Ikifiris we have 
an account of this cuflom prevailing in Egypt. 

3 5 Plutarch. Thefeus. P. 6. 

Chron. Legoc. P. 31. He was alfo named .Aflcrus, Afterion, and Aftc- 
rius. Lycoph. V. 1209, Schol. and lLtymolo[y. Mag. Minois. Allcrius was rc- 
j)rcfcntcd as the fon of Anac. A, t'M th Ai^e^cT:.,. Paufan. L. 7. p. ^24^. Ai- 
4 a.'r.()xi':>v'rct^ g (g Mirai.) Paulan. 

L» 2 . p. 183 . 

37 Paufan. L. i. p. 94. 

38 Diodorus explains farther the charafter of this perft)na[je, 'tqv TraAonuvict 

7rotU7 c 9 y.oLi tgj rxTnfici'Ta ^ L. 4 . p. 226 . 

ss Diodorus Sic, L. 4, p. 225, and 233. 

VoL, 11. Cj 4 . 
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(Jg xcLTot rriv AiyvxTov tw Ah mXKiE^siti <r<poLyi(x^ona. in; 
zct^s-xihl^avroLi SENOTX. It is faid of Buftris^ that he 
u fed to offer to Jupiter^ as the mojl acceptable facrifice^ all the 
frangerSf whom chance brought into his country. 1. here was 
a tradition concerning Antaeus, that he covered the roof of 
a temple, facrcd to Pofeidon, with the fculls of foreigners, 
whom he forced to engage with him. The manner of the 
engagement was by wreftling. Kryx in Sicily was a pro- 
ficient in this art, and did much mifehief to ftrangers : till 
he was in his turn flain. '1 he Deity was the fame in thefe 
parts, as was alluded to under the name of Taurus, and Mi- 
notaui us, in Crete ; and the rites were the fame. Henee 
Lycophron fpcaks of Eryx by the name of Taurus ; and calls 
the place of cxercife before the temple, 

Tav^a yopivcc^a,; KotKo^sm 

UaXr,i y.ovig’^a;. 

This the Seholiaft interprets zolKxi^-^olv m E^vxoi m ^sio- 
XTOV8, 7he Gymnafium of Eryx^ ’who ufed to murder f rangers. 
Androgeos the fon of Minos came to the like end, who 
had been fuperior to every body in this art. Euripides ftiles 
the hero Cycnus ^srotTauxav, on account of his cruelty to 
ftrangers. lie refided it feems near the fea-coaft ; and ufed 
to oblige every ptrfon, who travelled that way, or whom ill 

Tcr Arr«i3»' r(y)V EIIKQ.K tojv TOIS KPANIOIS 

'TOY T'-t I ](5(7iri'roLi vs Yoc^v. Pindsf. Ifth* Otlt* Scholii. p, 45^* See 
Diodorus concerning Antxus (j^ytxxxyKxi^'^via tous S i^irothcLiuv. L. 4. 

P- 2 33 * 

4* V. 866, and Scholia. 

4» Diodorus Sic. L. 4. p. 263# 

4 j Hercules Furens. v. 39r. 
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^fortune brought oh fliore, to contend with him. Ano his 
ambition was to be Able with the flcullsof the vidims, which 
he flew, to build a temple to^|||ollo. ** Kctxo^em 0 KvKm^ 
xou sv T>3f &a,?^0L<r<rrii owwy, e'rsjc£^ccTOf/,si tovs^^ Trx^iov- 

Taf, mov Tea AroTO^m ^ahofJLsvoi sk xm xsipxKm ouo^QtxriTXf, 
Mention is madeofLycaonjquiadvenasethofpitestrucidavit. 
He is faid to have founded the temple of Jupiter Lyca:us, 
and to have firft introduced human iacrilices, particularly 
thofe of infants. AvKxm (fe ext ro» tov Avxxi>- 

QV Aio; t^s<po; rivsyKsv xv&^mov, mi eOvTs to mi 

BTxeiTSV sxi T« TO di(xx. Lycaon ivas the fer/on., who 
brojight an infant^ the offspring of a man^ to the altar of 
Zeus Lucaios : and be few the infanty and he fprinhkd the 
altar with the blood which iffued from it, Antinous in 
Homer threatens to fend Irus to one Echetus, a king in Epi- 
rus, who was the dread of that country. The fame threat 
is uttered againft ♦ Ulyfles, if he Ihould prefume to bend 
the bow, which Penelope had laid before the fuitors. Under 
the charader of Lycaon, Cycnus, &c. we are to underftand 
Lycaonian and Cycnean priefts ; which latter were from 
Canaan : and this method of interpretation is to be ob- 
ferved all through thefc hiflories. Echetus, 'E'gsTOiy was a 
title of Apollo, rendered more commonly ** 'EmTog by the 

Pindar. Olytnp. Ode lo. P. 97. Scholia, from the Cygnus of Stcfichorus. 

■ Euripides. Orelles. V. 1648. Schol. Lycaon was a Deity, and his prieds 
^ere ftiled Lycaonidic. He was the fame as Jupiter Lyccus, and Lucctiui ; 
the fame allb as Apollo. 

** Paufan. L. 8 . p. 600 . 

*' OdylC L. V. 307. 

** Mn)C 0 ficuyttte Aei$tnui ATo\^MyosEx»Tiio. Homer. H. to Apollo. V. i. 

Eo fij'vtetj/epet/t OfoTfsa’icts *EiMtTc<5. Iliad. A. V. 385. 
iojl^xigcc, Kxoiynrm ‘E xcitoio. Iliad. T. V. 71. 

VoL. II. H 
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Greeks, as if it came from the word iKoi4, It was an Amo- 
nian title by which Orus, and Oliris, were called : and this 
king Echetiis was a prieft that family, who was named 
from the Deity, whom he ferved. The Poet ftUes him 
from his cruelty to (Irangers. 

** nsjix^l/a) <T toiKuiv sv fi/jt (xsXaivri 

En E’^btov SsKT/Xjia, ^^oTuv mnm. 

*0f K a^o ftva mi aara vr)Xsi 

MyjJga T s^e^vrxs (Jwj) KV(nv $X(rxT$ai. 

I’ll fend thee, caitiff, far beyond the feas. 

To the grim tyrant Echetus, who mars 
All he encounters ; bane of human kind. 

Thine ears he’ll lop, and pare the nofe away 
From thy pale ghaftly vilage : dire to tell ! 

The very parts, which modefty conceals, 

FIc’ll tear relentlefs from the feat of life. 

To feed his hungry hounds. 

When the Spaniards got accefs to the weftern world, there 
wereto be obferved many rites,and many terms, fimilar to thofe, 
which were fo common among the Ions of Ham. Among 
others was this particular cuftom of making the perfon> 
who was defigned lor a victim, engage in fight with a prieff 
of the temple. In this manner he was llaughtered ; and 
this procedure was efleemed a proper method of fecrifice. 

The hirtories of which I have been fpeakiog were ibunded 
in trutli, tho’ the perfonages are not real. Such cuftoms did 


Odyir. i'. V. 83. 

5“ Turcliafl'. Pilg. Vol. 5. P. 872. and GarcLlaflb dell* Vega. Rycaut. P. 403,' 
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prevail in the firft ages : and in confcqucnce of thcfc cuftoms 
we find thofe beggarly attributes of wreftling and boxing 
conferred upon fome of the chief Divinities! Hercules and 
•Pollux were of that number, who were as imaginary beings, 
as any mentioned above : yet reprcfented upon earth as 
fturdy fellows, who righted Ibine, and wronged many. 
They were in (hort a kind of honourable Banditti, who 
would fufi'er nobody to do any mifchief, but thcmfclves. 
From thefe cuftoms were derived the Ifihmian, Nemean, Py- 
thic, and Olympic games, together with thofe at Delos. Of 
thefe laft Homer gives a fine defcription in his Hymn to 
Apollo. 

AAXa <ry A>]Aw, OoiSs, fjLotlKig^ 

Toi Ixopeg 

Avmg <rvv 5rai<js<r(n, mi ai^otrig otAo’^om. 

'Oi^s (Ts nTFMAXIHj re, mi mi otoi^^ 

MvncroLfjLsvoi re^Tni(Tiyj ora,v g’ri^ronvTai ctyuva,. 

Thefe contentions had always in them fomething cruel, and 
favage : but in later times they were conduced with an 
appearance of equity. Of old the whole ceremony was a 
moft unfair and barbarous procefs. 

" See Plutarch’s life of Thefeus. P. 3, 4. Vol. i. 

” V. 146. 
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A nother name for thcfe Amonian temples 
was Campi, of the fame analogy, and nearly of 
the fame purport, as Arpi above mentioned. It 
was in after times made to fignify the parade before the 
temples, where they wreftled, and otherwife celebrated their 
facred ‘games ; and was exprefled Campus. When chariots 
came in falhion, thefe too were admitted within the pre- 
cincts ; and races of this fort introduced. Among the La- 
tinos the word Campus came to mean any open and level 
fpacei b«t among the Sicilians the true meaning was in 
fome degree preferved. KoLfJLTro; — I?r7ro(J'^0|aof, XuvKoi. He- 
fyehius. It was properly a place of exercife in general, and 
not confined to races. Hence a combatant was Ailed ' Cam- 
pio, and the chief perfons, who prefided, * Campigeni. The 
exercife itfelf was by the Greeks Ailed aywv,ag^Aof, aja/AAct; 
all Amonian terms, taken from the titles of the Deity, 
in whofc honour the games were inAituted. Thcfe temples 
partly from their fymbols, and partly from their hiAory, bc- 

’ Campio, Gladiator. Ifidorus. 

* Vcgctius. L. a, c. 7. 
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ing mifintcrpreted, were by the ancient mythologifts repre* 
fentcd as fo many dragons, and monfters. Nonnus mentions 
both Arpe, and Campe in this light, and fays that tlie latter 
had fifty heads, each of fome different beaft, 

^ 'Hg am 

Hvdsg TrevTTiKoyra Kaeriara mm'ha 
But Campe was an oracular temple and inclofure, facred to 
Ham or Cham ; where people ufed to exercife. The fifty 
heads related to the number of the Priefts, who there refided ; 
and who were efteemed as fo many wild beaffs for their cru- 
elty. Nonnus makes Jupiter kill Campe : but, Diodorus 
Siculus gives the honour to Dionufus; who is fuppofed to 
have fiain this monfter at Zaborna in Libya ; and to have 
raifed over him, mfJifMeysdstS, a vaft mound of earth. 

This heap of foil was in reality a high place or altar ; which 
in after times was taken for a place of burial. Thefe inclo- 
fures grew by degrees into difrepute ; and the hiftory of 
them .'•obfolete. In confequence of which the Ta(po<, or 
mounds* were fuppofed to be the tombs of heroes. The 
Grecians, who took every hiftory to themfelves, imagined, 
that their Jupiter and Dionufus, and their Hercules had flain 
them. But what they took for tombs of enemies were in 
reality altars to thefe very Gods ; who were not confined to 
Greece, nor of Grecian original. The Campanians in Italy 
were an ancient Amonian colony : and they were denomi- 
nated from Campe or Campus, which was probably the firft 
temple, they erected. Stephanus Byzantinus Ihews, that 


^Nonnus. L. i8. p. 500. 
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there was of old fuch a place: KajUTo ; — KrtrfJLOt Kotfiiram: 
but would infinuate that it took its name from a perlbn the 
head of the colony. Euftathius more truly makes it give 
name to the people : though he is not fufliciently determinate. 

* KxfJLTram aTO rw bksi KajU, 7 rwv 

n OLZO KoLixTra TroAfWf. There were many of thefc Campi 
in Greece, which are ftiled by Paufanias in contra- 

difhndion to the temples, which were covered. They arc 
to be found in many parts of the world, wlicrc the Anto- 
nian religion obtained, which was propagated much farther 
than we are aware. In our ifland the exhibition of thofc 
manly fports in vogue among country people is called Camp- 
ing : and the inclofures for that purpofe, where they wreftlc 
and contend, are called Camping clofcs. There arc many 
of them in Cambridgefliire, as well as in other parts of the 
kingdom. In Germany we meet with the name of Kuem- 
penfelt : in which word there is no part derived from the 
Latine language : for the terms would then be fyno^pnous, 
and one of them redundant. Kasmpenfelt was, I imagine, 
an ancient name for a field of fports, and cxercife, like 
the gymnafium of the Greeks : and a Camping place in 
Britain is of the like purport, 

^ Euftathius on Dionyfius. V. 357. 
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ANCIENT HEROES. 

(Jg <poLm (oi Aiyvmoi) tov; e^i^tx^s<T&cu 

Tovf entpavefUTovi 'H^wa? re, xut ©g«f, $n Jg xxi airomotg 
tol; 7 rct^'’ixvTm. Diodorus Sic, L. i. p. 21. 


I T has been my uniform purpofe, during the whole 
procefs, wliich I have made in my iyftcm, to fhew, 
that the Grecians formed Deities out of titles; and 
that they often attributed to one perfon, what belonged to 
a people. And when they had compleated the hiftory, 
they generally took the merit of it to themfelves. By means 
of this clue we may obtain an infight into fomc of the nioft 
remote, and the moft oblcure parts of antiquity. For * 
many and great atchievements have been attributed to he- 
roes of the firft ages, which it was not poflible for them 
fingly to have performed. And thefe adions, though in 
fame degree diverfified, and given to difierent perfonages, 
yet upon examination will be found to relate to one peo- 
ple or family; and to be at bottom one, and the /ame 


hifiory. 
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OSIRIS. 

I F we confider the hiftory of Ofiris, he will appear 
wonderful conqueror, who travelled over the face 
the whole * earth, winning new territories, wherever 
came ; yet always to the advantage of thole, whom he ft 
<lued. He is faid to have been the fon of Rhea ; and 
chief attendants in his peregrinations were Pan, Anut 
Maccdo, with Maroa great planter of vines ; alfo Tripto 
imis much /killed in hulbandry. The people of Im 
claimed Ofiris, as tlkir own ; and maintained, ‘ that he v 
born at Nufa in their * country. Others fuppofed his bin 
place to have been at Nufa in ^ Arabia, where he h 
planted the vine. Many make him a native of Egypt; a 
mention the rout of his travels as commencing from tl 
country through Arabia, and Ethiopia; and then to Ind 
and the regions of the eaft. When he was arrived at t 
extremities of the ocean, he turned back, and pafled throu 
the upper provinces of Alia, till he came to the Hellefpo; 
which he cro/led. He then entered * Thrace, with the Ki 
of which he had a fevere encounter : yet he is faid to h; 
perfevered in his rout weftward, till he arrived at the fou 
tains of the Ifter. He was alfo in Italy, and Greece : fre 
the former of which he expelled the giants near Phlegra 

• Diodorus SicuL L. i. p* 13, 14. 

^ T' < Ir/tfi 7GV dsoi/ THIOV TTXO ictUTOif (XTrC^XViGSoCl (J'OySt'CCt. Di 

,Sic. L. 4. p. 210* 

* Diodorus. L. i. p, 14, 

Dic<dorus, L. 1. p. 17, 
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Campania. He vifitcd many places upon the ocean ; and 
though he is' rcprefentcd as at the head of an army ; and 
his travels were attended with military operations ; yet he is 
at the fame time deferibed with the Mufes, and Sciences 
in his retinue. His march likewife was conducted with 
fongs, and dances, and the found of every inilruinent of 
mufic. He built cities in various parts ; j)articularly ^ Ho- 
catompulos, which he denominated d'heba, after tlie name 
of his motlier. In every region, whither he came, lie is laid 
to have inflrucflcd the people in ‘ jdanting, and fowing, 
and other ufeful aits. He particularly introduced h - v'iil : 
and wlieio that was not adapted to the foil, lie t.iuglit the 
natives the ufe ot ferment, and flrcwed them the v\My to 
make ' wine of barley, little inferior to the juice of the 
grape. He was eflcemed a great bleding to the Egyptians 
both as a ‘ Lawgiver, and a King. He flid: built tempJos 
to the Gods ; and was reputed a general benefador of m:m- 
ki.id. After many years travel they reprefent him as return- 
ing to Egypt in great triumph, where after his death 
he was enfhrined as a Deity. His Tajrhos, or high altar, 
was fhewn in many places : in all which he in aitertimes 
was fuppofed to liavc been buried. '1 lie peoj)le ol Mem- 

5 Ddxlorus. L. I. p. 14. 'rhis city is ailo faid to IiaV’C bet'o built by llcr^ 
culcs. Diodorus. L. 4. p. 225. 

aratra manu folerti iVcit Ofiii., 

I t Lcr.cram ferro follicitavit i)u i um. '1 L. i. El. 8. v. 29. 

7 e'/C rc}y ire ^ Diodorus. L. I. ; /. 

* \ju(7tAiii'A'T'2 Sf. (Jzir-iv t jy ^ C. . a 

XUPZccv^ 76 /eijxTtx, ‘x.at .y Plut. If. Ct Oiir. p, J56. 

^^Eultbius. Fr. Ev. L. i.p. 44) 45- 

VoL. II. I 2 phis 
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j)!u; flicvva! oi]c of them ; whereon was a /acred pillar, con- 
taining a detail of his life, and great adions, to the following 
jxirpoit. My father was Cronus^ the youngejl of all the 
Gods. I am the king Of ns., who carried my artns over the 
face of the whole earthy till I arrived at the univ.hahited farts 
of India, h orn thence I pajfed through the regions of the 
north to the fountain head of thejfcr, I vifted alfo other re- 
mote countries \ nor fopjed till 1 came to the we fern ocean. 
J am the c’dcf fen of Cronus', ffrung from the genuine and 
TefpeLlahle race of {foioij Sous, and am related to the foun- 
tain of day. There is not a nation upon earth, where I have 
not been ; and to whofe good I have not contributed. 

1 his is a very curious piece of ancient hiflory : and it 
will he found to he in great niealure true, if taken with this 
allowance, that what is here laid to have hcen atchieved by 
one perlon, was the u'ork of many. Oliris was a title con- 
ferred upon ivioie perlbns than one; by which means the 
hirtory of the tirlt ages has been in lomc degree confounded. 
In this defeription the Cuthites arc alluded to, who carried 
on the e.vpealitions here ‘mentioned. They were one branch 
of the polieiity of flam; who is here fpoken of as the eld- 
cll Ion of Ckhius. Mow judly they conferred upon him this 
rank of primogeniture, I will not determine. By ” Cro- 
nus we are here to underfland the fame perfon, as is alfo re- 

Diodoriij S;c. L, i. p. 24. 

" Borli the ami his fbn Mam, haJ the name of Cronus, as may 

be Icatnr.l tiom Sanchonuthon. lytinhuccty >cxi Kc.i^ r.^d 

J • - ■>: Til a- XT. I, XTA Eufcb. Pr.Cp. L. I. C. 10 , p. 37. 

Par. 11.1 1, t!ic Lv.nc as Pur-aia, the Jam! of Urj from whtnee the Gentile writ- 
frs ilciiucc all their mythology. 
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prefented under the name of Soiis. This would be more 
truly exprefled 2woy, Soon ; by which is meant the Sun : 
All the Amonian families affeded to be ftilcd Heliadae, or 
the offspring of the Sun r and under this title they alluded 
to thfeir great anceftor the father of all : as by Ofiris they 
generally meant Ham. Swoy, Soon, is the fame as '* Zoon, 
and Zoan, the fountain of day. The land of Zoan in 
Iggypt was the nome of Heliopolis : and the city Zoan 
the place of the Sun. The perfon then ftiled here Soiis 
can be no other than the great Patriarch under a title of 
the Sun. He is accordingly by Philo Biblius called Ou- 
foiis in an extract from Sanchoniathon. He makes him in- 
deed refide, where Tyre was afterwards built : but fuppofes 
him to have lived at a time, when there were. great rains and 
ftorms ; and to have been the firft conftrueftor of a (hip, and 
the firft who ventured upon the ’’ fcas. In refpeift to the 
travels of Ofiris we fhall find that the pofterity of flam did 
traverfe at different times the regions above mentioned : and 
in many of them took up their abode. They built the city 
Memphis in Egypt ; alfo Hecat^ulos, which they deno- 
minated Thcba, after the name of their reputed mother; 
They alfo built Zoan, the city of the Sun. 

Ofiris is a title often conferred upon the great patriarch' 
himfelf : and there is no way to find out the perfon meant 
but by obferving the hiftory, which is fubjoined. When we 
read of Ofiris being expofed in an ark, and being' afterward' 
reftored to day ; of his planting the vine, and teaching man- 

’* See Radicals. P. 35. 

>3 ojJiQcuv xai Titvfi.ATUft—’hyJ'dU X-xCsfAiror ro* 

Oj-raar, x«i «ToxAaievffaiTa, irQVfvt TcAwi)ar«» fts hxfMaav e.uCman. Eultb. 

Pr. Ev. L. I. c. 10. p. 35. 
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kind agriculture ; and inculcating religion, and jufticc > tHc 
perfon alluded to ftands too manifeft to need any farther 
elucidation. And when it is faid of Oiiris, that he went 
over inoft parts of the habitable globe, and built cities in va- 
rious regions ; this too may be eafily underftood. It can 
allude to nothing elfe, but a people called Ofirians, who tra- 
verfed the regions mentioned. They were principally the 
Cuthites, who went abroad under various denominations : 
and the hiftories of all the great heroes, and heroines of the 
firft ages will be found of the fame purport, as the foregoing. 
Ofuis is fuppofed to have been fucceeded in Egypt by Orus. 
After Orus came Thoulesj who was fuccceded by Se- 
foAris. 

Eufeb. Chron. P. 7. 1 . 43 * 

PERSEUS. 

P ERSEUS was one of the moft ancient heroes in 
the mythology of Greece : the merit of whofe fup- 
pofed atchievements the Helladians took to them- 
felvcs ; and gave out that he was a native of Argos. He 
travelled to the temple of ' Ammon j and from thence tra- 
verfed the whole extent of Africa. He fubdued the * Gor- 
gons, who lived in Mauritania, and at Tarteflus in Bcetica j 
and defeated the Ethiopians upon the weftern ocean, and the 
nations about mount Atlas ; which ’ mountain he only and 

' Strabo. L. j;. p. 1168. 

* T«s Vcf-) OVSCiiTT (k'K'rXl’OV Haxi TOF TT^fl TTO^IV JjS)jpia$ Schol. 

in Lycophr. ad v. 8j8. 

’ [Alias] Apex Perfeo ct Hcrculi pervius. Solin. C. *4. 


Her- 



The ANAtYSts tt Akciewt MyTHOLOor. ^3 

Hercuks are (aid to have pailed. Being arrived at the extre- 
mity of the continent, he found means to pafs over, and to get 
poiTefllon of all the weftcrn Iflands. He warred in the Eaft ; 
where he freed * Andromeda, the daughter of Cepheus king 
of the eaftern Ethiopia, who was expoled to a fea-monftcr. 
Some imagine this to have happened at * Joppa in Paleftine, 
where the ‘ bones of this monfter of an extraordinary hze • 
are fuppofed to have been for a long time prefervcd. He is 
faid to have built ^ Tarfus in Cilicia, reputed the mofl: an- 
cient city in the world ; and to have planted the peach tree 
at * Memphis. The Perfians were fuppofed to have been his 
dcfcendants. He travelled through Alia Minor, to the coun- 
try of the ’ Hyperboreans upon the Ifter, and the lake Men- 
tis ; and* from thence defcended to Greece. Here he built 
Myccne, and Tiryns, faid by many to have been the work of 
"the Cyclopians. He cftablilhed a Icminary at Helicon ; and 
was the founder of thofc families, which were ftiled dDorian, 
and Herculean. It is a doubt among writers, whether he 
came into Italy. Some of his family were there j who de- 

^ Androraedam Perfeus nigris portirit ab Indis. Ovid. Art..Aniand. L. i. 

V. 53 - 

* Paufan. L. 4. p. 370. 

^ Pliny mentions thefe bones being brought from Joppa to Rome in the aeJiIc- 
fhip of M. Scaurus ; longitudinc pedum 40, altitudinc coftarum Indices cle- 
phantos cxccdcntc, fpinac crafllcudinc fcfquipcdali. I,, g. c. 5. 

Defcritur Taurique jugiiin, Perfeaque Tarfus. Lucan. L. 3. v. 225. See 
Solin. c. 38. 

• Perfeam quoque plantain a Perfeo Memphi fatam. Plin. L. 15. c. 1 3# 

Of Perfeus in Cilicia, fee Chron. Pafeh. 39. 

’ Pindar. Pyth. Od. 10. v. 49 & 70# Ets to tolt Maxafidr Schul. 

in V. 70. 

2 fcated 
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feated the giant race in Campania, and who afterwards built 
Argiletum, and Ardea in Latium. Virgil fuppofes k to have 
been efFeded by Danae, the mother of this Hero i 

’* Ardea — quam dicitur olim 

Acrifioneis Danae fundafle colonis. 

But “ Servkis fays, that Perfeus himfelf in his childhood was 
driven to the coaft of Daunia. He is reprefented as the an- 
ceftor of the Grecian Hercules, fuppofed to have been born 
at Thebes in Boeotia. In reality neither “ Hercules, nor 
Perfeus, was of Grecian original ; notwkhftanding the ge- 
nealogies framed in that country. The hiftory of the latter 
came apparently from Egypt, as we may learn from Dio- 
dorus ** ; Oari Ilz^crsx ysyomsn xolt AiyvTrroy, 

Herodotus more truly reprefents him as an Aflyfian j by 
which is meant a Babylonian : and agreeably to this he is 
fald to have married Afteric, the daughter of Belus, the* 
fame a^Aftaroth and Aftarte of Cankn ; by whom he had 
a daughter Hecate. -This, though taken from an idle fyftem 

f 

*• Virgil. JEn, L. 7. v. 409. 

Ardea a Danae Perfei rpatre condita, Plin. Hift, Nat; L, 3, p, 

“ Servius in Virgil. ^En. L. 8. 

Diodorus Sic. L. i. P. 21. 

Ibidem. 

Herodotus. L. 6. c. 54. SccChron. Pafchale. P. 38. 

Some make him a Colchian. HAia; yap (pntnv vim Svo iv roirot^ 

exfiycis ovofAcircc m' FUfaevi xai Ajinm' xaia^iiv imv xat Aitr 

T>?i' y.at MaticuTaf:, TU'^cr^a J^iTavptxni /Sao'iAisUo’ci^ Schol. in Apol- 

lon. Argonautic. L. 3, r, 199. 

'H ifi nv Kow xou 0 Ketoi xoti iotjSn OT- 

PANOT SchoL in Lycophron. y, 1175. 


of 
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of theology, yet plainly (hews, that the hiftory of Perfeus 
had been greatly mifapplied and lowered, by being inferted 
among the fables of Greece. Writers fpeak of him as a great 
Aftronoraer, and a perfon of uncommon knowledge. He 
inftruded mariners to dircdl their way in the fea by the lights 
of heaven ; and particularly by the polar conftellation. 
This he firft obferved, and gave it the name of Helice. 
Though he was reprefented as a Babylonian ; yet he re- 
fided in Egypt, and is faid to have reigned at Memphis. 
To fay the truth, he was worfliiped at that place : for Per- 
feus was a title of the Deity ; d 'HA/Of ; Perfeus 

•was no other than the SuUy the chief God of the Gentile 
world. On this account he had a temple of great repute at 

Chcmmjs, as well as at Memphis, anc^bthcr parts of Egypt. 
Upon the Heraclcotic branch of the Nile, near the fea, was 
a celebrated watchtower, denominated from him. His true 
name was Perez, or Parez, rendered Perefis, Perfes, and 
Perfeus : and in the account given of this perfonage we have 
the hiftory of the Pereftans, Parrhaftans, and Perezites, in 
their feveral peregrinations ; who were no other than the 
Hcliada;, and Olirians above mentioned. It is a mixed 
hiftory, in which their forefathers arc alluded to j particularly 

Natalis Comes. L. 7. c. 18. 

Schol. in Lycophr. V. 18. 

.Lycophr. V. 17. 

1 vr y.opj>v:v U^fc^x. SchoL in l.ycophr. V, 838. 

hyyvi He is faid to have introduced here Gymnic excr- 

cilcs. Hcrodot. L. a. 0.91. And to have often appeared pcrfonally to the 
Priefts. Herodot. ibid. 

Herodotus of the Dorians- L. 6. c. 54. 

VoL. II. K their 
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their great progenitor, the father of mankind. He was fup- 
pofed to have had a renewal of life : they therefore deferibed 
Pcrfeiis as inclofed in an ’’ ark, and expofed in a Hate of 
childhood upon the waters, after having been conceived in a 
ihower of gold. 

Bochart thinks that the name both of Perils and Perfeus 
was from on®, Paras, an Horfe : becaufc the Perfians were 
celebrated horfemen, and took great delight in that animal. 
But it mufl: be confidercd that the name is very ancient, 
and prior to this ufc of horfes. P’aras, P’arez, and 
P’erez, however diverfifled, lignify the Sun ; and are of the 
fame analogy as P’ur, P’urrhos, P’oros, which betoken 
fire. Every animal, which was in any degree appropri- 
ated to a Deity, wa!' called by fomc facred title. Hence 
an horfe was called P’arez : and the lame name but without 
the prefix was given to a lion by many nations in the caft. 
It was at firft only a mark of reference, and betokened a 
folar animal, fpecifying the particular Deity to whom it was 
facred. There were many nations, which were diflinguifhed 
in the fame manner ; fomc of whom the Greeks ftiled Par- 
rhafians. Hence the ancient Arcadians, thofe Selenite, who 
were undoubtedly an Amonian colony, had this appellation. 

'* Hr Aaf-rsixi Scliol. in Lycoplir. v. 838. 

l>x* rvf ' livi. Chron. Pafeh. p. 3S. from EuripidcSt 
The lather of Dan.ic : jc/Tht tvv Ktfiiorov fji,€rcc tb IIAIAOS 

to t. 'A.l') S chol. in Find. Pyth. Od. 10. v. 72. 

All falutary llrcams were coiilccrated to the Sun, There were fomc waters 
of this natiiic near Carthage, which were named Aqua; Pcrfianjc. Sec Apulcii 
Florida. C. 16, p. 795, and p, 801. They were fo named from Ferez, the 
Sun, to whom they were facred, 
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A people in Elis had the fame. The Poets delcribed the 
conftellation of Helice or the Bear by the title of Parrhafis, 
Ardos, and Parrhafis Urfa, This aftcrifm was confefledJy 
firft taken notice of by Perez or Perfcus, by which is meant 
the Perfians. 

** Verfaque ab axe fuo Parrhafis Ardlos erat. 

In the eaft, where the worlhip of Arez greatly prevailed, 
there were to be found many nations called after this man- 
ner. Part of Media, according to** Polybius, Jiad the name of 
Parrhafia. There were alfo Parrhafii and Parrhafini in S02- 
diania ; and the like near Caucafus : allb a town named 
** Parafinum in the Tauric Cherfonefus. The people Ailed 
•“Parrhafians in Greece were the fame as the Dorians and Hcra- 
clidac ; all alike Cuthites, as were the ancient Perfians. Hence 
it is truly faid by Plato, that the Heraclidjc in Greece, and the 
Achaemenidte among the Perfians were of the fame ftock : To 
Jg ts yevo; mi to ei? TIs^tsx tov Aios 

avcips^STcu. On this account ** Herodotus makes Xerxes 

*' Ovid. Trift. I<. i. Eleg. 3. v. 48. Sec Natalis Comes. L. 7. c. 18, 

** Polyb. L. 5. p. 389. 

*3 Plin. Hift. Nat. L. 6 . c. 16. See Q^Curtius, and Strabo. 

*4 Parrhafii in Hyrcania. Strabo. L. 11. p. 775. 

•5 Plin. Hift. Nat. L. 2. c. 98. 

*4 Of Parrhafians in Arcadia. Strabo. L. 8. p. 595. Sec Plin. I lift. Nat. 
L. 4 * c- 6. 

'Yios Ah'vtt* THr 'f' ixitOijxfK 

Eixo/, XT Agxxf'txi rixppxiTiof ysvtxy: 

Faufan. L. 6. p. 471. See alfo L. 8. p. 654. 

Plato in Alcibiad. Vol. a. p. 1 20. 

s* Herodot. L. 7. c. 1 50. 

K 3 
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claim kindred with the Argives of Greece, as being equall 
of the pofterity of Perfes, the fame as Perfeus, the Sun 
under which charadler the Perfians deferibed the patriarcl 
from whom they were defeended. Perfeus was the fare 
as Mitliras, whofe facred cavern w'as Ailed Perfeiim, 

Phoebe parens — feu te rofeum Titana vocari 
Gentis Achtemcniae ritu; feu prxftat Ofirin 
Frugiferum ; feu Perfei fub rupibus antri 
Indignata fequi torquentem cornua Mithram, 

Of M Y R I N A, 

And the Amazonians of Libya. 

F R O M a notion that the Amazons were a communit 
of women, IiiAorians have reprefented the chief pei 
fonage of their nation as a female. She is mentioned by forr 
as having flourilhed long before the aera of Troy : and it 
by others faid more precifely, that flie lived in the time < 
Orus, the fon of Ifis and Oiiris. This removes her hiftoi 
far back ; fo as to make it coeval with the firft annals ( 
time. Her dominions lay in the moft weftern parts < 
Africa, at the extremity of Atlas ; where the mountai 

Staiii Thcb. I., i. v. 717. 

Diodorus Sicul. L. 3. p. 185. 

** rcov T^ootx,Ci}i\ Ibid. 

’* Tm AiCuik (V To« fjue^t7iy fyri tw Tre^xroi t»5 oiKefityrii. Diod 

rus Sic. L. 3. p. 186. 

She Mewife was in pofleflion of the vtiiroi su/aijujm, or Iflands of the bleflc 
which lay oppofite to her dominions in Africa. 
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terminated in the ocean, to which it gave name. This country 
was called Mauritania ; and was fuppofed to have been pof- 
fefled by the Atlantcs and Gorgons. The Grecian writers, 
who did not know that the fame family went under different 
titles, have often made the fame nation at variance with 
itfelf. And as they imagined every migration to have been 
a warlike expedition, they have reprefented Myrina as mak- 
ing great conquefts ; and what is extraordinary, going over 
the fame ground, only in a retrograde dircdlion, vvhicli Ofi- 
ris had juft pafled before. Her firft engagement was with 
the Atlantes of Cerceiie: againft whom flie marched with 
an army of 30,000 foot, and 2000 horfe ; whom fhc com- 
pletely armed with the fkins of ferpents. Having defeated 
the Atlantes, i|ic marched againft the Gorgons, whom fhe 
like wife conquered ; and proceeding forward fubdued the 
greater part of Africa, till fhe arrived at the borders of 
Egypt. Having entered into an alliance with Orus, fhe paffed 
the Nile, and invaded the Arabians, whom fhe defeated. 
She then conquered the Syrians, and Cilicians, and all the 
nations about Mount Taurus ; till fhe arrived at Phrygia, 
and the regions about the river Ciiicus. Here fhe built many 
cities, particularly Cuma, Pitane, and Priene. She al(b got 
pofTeflion of fevcral iflands ; and among others, of Lefbos 
and Samothracia, in which laft fhe founded an afylum. Af- 
ter thefe tranfadions Myrina, accompanied with Mopfus the 

51 Writers mention that flic raifed over the flain three large mounds of earth, 
which were called A.ua^ora i', the tombs of the Amazons. This flicws that 

the Gorgons and Amazons were the fame people, however feparated, and repre- 
fented in a (late of warfare. 

diviner. 
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diviner, made an expedition into Thrace, which was the ul- 
timate of her progrefs ; for {he was fuppofed to have been 
licrc {lain. According to Homer fhe died in Phrygia : for 
Jic takes notice of her tomb in the plains of Troasj and 
reprefents it as a notable performance. 

** E?! Ss Tij TTgOTra^oj^s ttoAswj Mirvix xoAwrj), 

Ev 7rg(5<w azoLvsu^By svS'x mi 

TjjV YiTQl BctTlSlXV X/XAj)(rX8(ni/, 

A^xvotToi (5s TS (Ttijuct zo>^v<rKCio^{J.oio 
The tomb of this heroine was in reality a facred mound, 
or high altar ; and Myrina a Gentile divinity. Jn her fup- 
pofed conquefts we may in great meafure fee the hiftory of 
Ofiris, and Perfeus, reverfed, and in fome degree abridged ; 
yet not fo far varied, but that the purport "may btf plainly 
difeerned. Indeed there is no other way to obtain the hid- 
den meaning, but by collating the different hiftories, and 
bringing them in one view under the eye of the reader. 

HERCULES. 

S IMILAR to the foregoing are the expeditions of 
Hercules, and the conquefts which he is fuppofed to 
have performed. After many exploits in Greece, the reputed 
place of his nativity, he travelled as far as mount Caucafus 
near Colchis, to free Prometheus, who was there ?xpoied to 
an eagle or vulture. Upon the Therraodon he engaged with 


Iliad B. V. Si I. Scholia ibid. 
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the Amazons, whom he utterly defeated ; and then paflcd 
over into Thrace. Upon his return into Greece he was 
ordered to make an expedition ibcria, a region in the 
fartheft part of Spain ; where Chniiaor, a prince of great 
wealth, relided. Hercules accepts of thj commiffion ; but, 

I know not for wliat roafon, goes firil to Crete, and Ironi 
thence to Libya ; and what is extraordinary proceeds to 
Egypt. This makes the plan of his fuppofed root fomv what 
irregular and unaccountable. After fome time fpent in 
thefe parts, he builds the city Hecatompulos, faid before to 
have been built by Oliris : and then traverfes the whole of 
Africa weftward, till he arrives at the Fretum Gaditanum. 
Here he ere£ts two pillars ; which being finillicd, he at laft 
enters Iberia. He defeats the fons of Chrufaor, who were 
in arms to oppofe him ; and beftows their kingdom ui)on 
others. He likewife feizes upon the oxen of Gcryon. He 
then marches into the country of the Celta;, and founds 
the city Corunna, and likewife Alclia in Gaul. He after- 
wards fights with the giants Albion and Bergion near Arc- 
late, in the plain ftiled Campus Lapideus ; where are the fait 
waters of Salona. He then pafles the ’* Alpes j and upon 

Diodorus Siciil. L. 4. p. 216, 217, 225, 227, &c. See alfo Judin. L. 44. 
c, 4. and Apollodorus. L. 2. p. 100. 

Hercules of 'i’yre was faid to have been the Son of Athamas, the fame as Ta- 
lemon 

I.udovicus Nonnius in Hifpania. P. 196. 170* 

Diodoriis Sicul. L. 4. p. 227. 

Corunna the fame as Kir-Ona. 

Many Amonian cities of fimilar analogy to Alefia. 

** Diodorus, above. 
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die banks of die Eridanus encounters a perfon of fliepherd 
race ; whom he kills, and feizes his ” golden flocks. In his 
way homeward he vifits Hetriiria, and arrives at the moun- 
tain Palatinus upon the Tiber, From thence he goes to 
tlie maritime part of Campania, about Cuma, Heraclea, and 
the lake Aornon. Not far from hence w'as an aduft and 
fiery region •, fuppofed to have been the celebrated Phlegra, 
where the giants warred againft heaven : in which war 
Hercules is faid to have*” aflifted. Here was an ancient 
oracular temple; and hard by the mountain Vefuvius, which 
in tliofc days flamed violently, though it did not for many 
ages afterwards. During his rcfidence liere he vifited the 
hot Ibiintains near Mifenus and Dicaearchea ; and made a 
large caufeway, called in altertimes Via Hcrculanea, and Ag- 
ger Putcolanus. After having vifited the Locrians, and the 
people of Rhegium, he crofl'cd the fea to Sicily ; w'liich fea 
he fwam over, holding by the horn of an ox. At his arrival 
fomc warm fprings burft forth miraculoufly, to give him an 
opportunity of bathing. Here he boxed with Eryx; de- 
feated the Sicani ; and performed many other exploits. 
What is remarkable, having in Spain feized upon the cattle 
of Gcryon he is faid to have made them travel over the 
Pyrenean mountains, and afterwards over the Alpes, into 
Italy ; and from thence crofs the fea into Sicily ; and 
being now about to leave that ifland, he fwims with them 

•’Xfwra jUNAa— T0v?<3tT<x. Schol. in Apollon. Argonaut. L. 4. v. 1396, 

fOfTH tr y A.Coxa’». 

Toy HfaaP^ict^cv/u/xa^i^Tooy avr^ Toji x^otivacu W 

TrXii^i aFf/orTat Twr Diodorus Sicul. L. 4. p. 229. Scribo* 

L. 5. p. 376. and L, 6, p. 430. 

4 again 
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again to Rhegium : and ranging up the coaft of the Adri- 
atic, pafles round to Illyria, from thence to Epirus; and fo 
defcends to Greece. The whole of thcic travels is faid to 
have been completed in ten years. 

He was alfo reported, according to Megafthencs and 
others, to have made an expedition into ** India, and to have 
left many memorials of his tranfadtions in thofc parts. He 
travelled likewife into the region called afterwards Scythia ; 
the natives of which country were his defeendants. He 
alfo vilitcd the Hyperboreans. In all thefe peregrinations 
he is generally deferibed as proceeding alone : at lead: we 
have no intimation of any army to aflift in the performance 
of thefe great enterprifes. He is indeed fuppofed to have 
failed with fix fhips to ** Phrygia : but how he came by them 
is not faid ; nor whence he raifed the men, who went with 
him. At other times he is reprefented with a club in his 
hand, and the fkin of an animal upon his flioulders. When he 
pafled over the ocean, he is faid to have been wafted in a 
golden ** bowl. In Phrygia he freed Hefione from a Cctus, 
or fea monfter, juft as Perfeus delivered Andromeda. He 
is mentioned as founding many cities in parts very remote : 
the fea-coaft of Boetica, and Cantabria, was, according to 

Strabo. L. 15. p. 1007. and L. 11. p. 771. Diodorus Sic. L. 2. p. 124. 

Arrian. Hid. Indica. P. 321. 

Herod. L. 4. c. 9. Ariftid. Orac. V, i* p. 85. 

Ovid, Metam. L. ii. v, 218, 

Poculo Hcrculcm veftum ad Erythciam. Macrob. Sat. L. 5. c. it, Apol- 
lodorus. L, a. p. 100. Scliol. Apollon. Argonaut. L. 4. v. 1395. from 
Phcreqrdes Syrus ; and from the Libyca of Agroicas. Seirxi 
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fome writers, peopled by him. By Syncellus he is faid to 
liavc rcfidcd in Italy, and to have reigned in Latium. The 
(ncciuib fupjwfed that he was burnt upon Mount OEta: but 
the people of Gadcs flicwed his Taphos in their '‘*city, juft 
as the Egyptians fliewed the Taphos of Ofiris at Memphis, 
and clfcwhcrc; Ilcnce it was imagined by many, that Her- 
cules was buried at Gades. The philofopher Megaclides 
could not be brought to give the Icaft affent to the hiftories 
of this hero ; and Strabo feems to have thought a great 
part of them to have been a fable. In ftiort the whole 
account of tliis perfonage is very inconfiftcnt : and though 
iters liavc trieil to compromife matters by fuppofing more 
perfons tlian one of this name, yet the whole is ftill incredi- 
ble, and can never be fo adjufted as to merit the jeaft belief. 
I low they multiplied the liune Deity, in order to remedy 
their I'aulty mythology, may be feen in the following extrad 
from Cicero. ’’ Quanquam, quern potillimuni Hcrculem co- 
lamus, leire velim : plurcs cnim nobis tradunt ii, qui intcriores 
ferutantur ct leeonditas litcras. Antiquiflimum Jove natum, 
fed item Jove antiquillimo ; nam joves quoque plurcs in prifeis 
Griecorum literis invenimus. Ex eo igitur et Lylitoeft is Her- 

Str.ibo. L. p. 2^7. I Ic was fuppofed to have been the founder of Tar- 
where he was w'Orfhiped und*r tlie name of Archalcus* Ltymolog. Mag. 

SyiKcllus. P, I ;i. 

Pomponiiis Mela. 1., c. t>. 

AtluiTUus, L. 12, c. 512. 

^•Strabo. L. 13. p. 100^. nAao-Koc tcl’K HjJcxAsiar ircidiTay. 

** Nat. Dcoruni. L. 3. c. 16. 
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cules, qiiem concertaffe cum Apolline de tripode acceptmus. 
Alter traditur Nilo natus, iEgyptius ; quern aiunt Phrygias 
literas confcripllffe. Tertius eft ex Idreis Dadylis, cui iii- 
ferias afferunt. Quartus Jovis eft, et Afteriae, Latoiue 
fororis, quern Tyrii maximc colunt; cujus Carthagincm 
filium fcrunt. Quintus in India, qui Bclus dicitur. 
Sextus hie, ex Alcumena quern Jupiter genuit ; led tertius 
Jupiter: quoniam, ut docebo, plures joves accepimus. 

Hercules was a title given to the chief deity of the Gen- 
tiles, who have been multiplied into almoft as many per- 
fonages, as there were countries, where he was worftiipcd. 
What has been attributed to this god fmgly, was the 
work of Herculeans ; a people, who went under this title 
among the many, whicit they aflumed; and who were the 
kune as the Ofirians, Perefians, and Cuthites. They built 
Tarteffus in Bcetica, and occupied great part of Iberia. 
They likewife founded Corunna in Cantabria, and ^^Alefta 
in Gaul : of which there arc traditions to this day. Some 
of them fettled near Arelatc; others among the ** Alps ; 
alfo at Cuma, and Heraclea in Campania. They were alfo 
to be found at Tyre, and in Egypt ; and even in the re- 

Arrian fpcaks of this Indian Hercules together with the others meniioned 
by Cicero^ /g tw av ttros o 

V) 0 « o AiyvirTiOSy v kcci xarx ctvco Ir/oiv y , . 

xxt^iJiivrw fjLSyeLi SxaiMvs, Hift. Ind, P. 319. Varro mentions forty of tliis 
name, who were all reputed Deities. 

See Ludovicus Nonnius, in Hifpan. P. 196. 170. 

^^Scc Audigicr Origincs dcs Francois. Part. 1. p. 225, 230. 

Mela. L. 2. c. 5. 1 . 30. 

** Petronius, P. 179. Eft locus Herculcis aris facer; 
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niotcft parts of India. In ftiort, wherever there were Hera- 
clidii’, or Herculcans, an Hercules has been fuppofed. 
Jlcncc his chvaradlcr has been varioufly reprefented. One 
while lie appears little better than a fturdy vagrant : at 
other times he is mentioned as a great benefador; alfo as 
the patron of fcicnce, the God of eloquence with the 
Mufes in his train. On this account he had the title of*’ 
K^ufagetes; and the Roman general Fulvius dedicated a 
temple, which he had ereded to his honour, and inferibed 
it Her cult Mufarum. There are gems, upon which he is 
reprefented as prcfiding among the Deities of*' Science. He 
is faid to have been fwallowed by a Cetus, or large filh, 
from which he was after fome time delivered. This hif- 
tory will hereafter be calily deciphered. Fie was the chief 
deity ol the Gentile world ; the fame as Hermes, Ofiris, 
and Dioiiufus ; and his rites were introduced into various 
parts by the Cuthites. In the detail of his peregrinations 
is contained, in great mcafurc, an hiftory of that people, 
and of their fettlemcnts. Each of thefc the Greeks have 
deferibed as a warlike expedition; and have taken tlie glory 
of it to themfelv'cs. He is faid to have had many Ions. One 

” lie was worlliiped by the Suraceni, a particular Indian nation, who 
llilcd him or the Man of tlic Earth. Arri-in. Hift. Indie. P. 321. 

Hercules apud Ccltas. See Vofs. de Idolat. L. i. c. 35. L. 2. c. 15. 

” Kumcnius in Orat. pro Scholis inft.iurandis. See Lilius Gyraldus, Synt. 
10. p, 350. 

'* Suetonius in Aupufto. C. 29. Livy. L. 40. c. 5I. 

Johan. Sambuci Emblem, ua. 

lie was the fame as Oliris, the Sun. T';!* gr Txfrt xett Sic^ tccvtoov 
Macrob. Saturn. L. i. c. 20. p. 207. See Porphyry apud Eufeb. Prap. Evan-r 
L. 3. p. iia. 
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of thefe was Archemagoras; by which is meant the father 
or chief of the Magi. There are many others enumerated : 
the principal of whom are fiid to have been ; Sardus, or 
Sardon ; Cyrnus, Gclonus, Olynthus, Scythus, Galathus, 
Lyd us, Iberus, Celtus, Poitnen. As thefe are all mani- 
feftly the names of nations, we may perceive by the pur- 
port of this hiflory, that the Sardinians, Corficans, Iberi- 
ans, Celt*, Galat*, Scyth*, &c. 8cc. together with thofe 
filled Sliephcrds, were Herculeans; all defcended from that 
Hercules, who was the father of Archemagoras the chief 
of the Magi.’ 

D I o N u s u s. 

T H E hiflory of Dionufus is clofely conne<fled with that 
of Bacchus, though they were two diflind perfons. 
It is faid of the former, that he was born at Nufa in Ara- 

See Lihus Gyraldus Syntag, lo, p. 592, PauCinias cxprcITes the name 
At^uxyo^ct-. L. 8, p. 624. 

Lilius Gyrald. P. 595. 

lathe following extrafts we may fee the charaftcr of this Deity among 
different nations. Se cvT/rct 05 Mbs (x^pueaQxi \oyo^ ttcc^ ecu- 

ToiGii' li S uGiv gj'€a T3Toy rov HfctxAfct {/.cc^tc^oc, Tr^oi yc* 

Arrian. Hift. Ind. P. 321. 

AAAa Tii oc^y'jx.io<3 AtyvTTTiQiat HfaxAe^i’ ws Je ccutoi ^eyaai erfee 

iTrrct.yiiO'y'iXLx y.ai vlu^iol AfMtaiv CaGiAejjdxvrct* Herod. L. 2. c, 43, 

AAA’ idfJLiv AiyvirTiHf^ oaov TivaayBdiv 'HjaJcAfot, kxi Tv^miy on tt^utov dtCnai 
©rwv. Ariftid. Orat. V. i. p. 59. He had at Tyre a Temple^ as old as the 
city. E(pxGotv yxo xfjLx Tujw otKt^ofJLevYi xcu to Uooy ra Qga HeioJ. 

L, 2. c. 44. 

E«r* fv IV w 'U^ov 'HfaxAgys TrxXxiorxroVy civ fjiv»ix'A ecy^PsoTrivA 

T«<’ B T8 'H>?oaxAfy$. x. A.. Arrian. Expedic. Alex. P. 88. 

Diodorus Sic, L. 3. p. 195. 196. and p, 200. 

bia ; 
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l)ia: but liic people upon the Indus infifted, that he was a 
native of their country; and that the city Nufa, near 
mount Meru, was the true place of his birth. There were, 
however, foine among the-m, who allowed, that he came 
into tlicir parts Irom tlic weft; and that his arrival was in 
the mod ancient times. He taught the nations, whither he 
came, to build and to plant, and to enter into focieties. 
'I'o elTecl this, he collecled the various families out of the 
villapcs, in winch they dwelt, and made them incorporate 
in towns and cities, which he built in the rnoft commo- 
dious lituations. After they v/ere thus eftablii^hed, he gave 
tlK-m laws, and indrinfled them in the vvorfhip of the 
Gods. He alfo taught them to plant the Vine, and to ex- 
trad the juice of the grape ; together with much ‘other fa- 
hitary knowleifgc. I'his lie did throughout all his travels, 
till he Iiad contpicrcd every region in the Eaft. Nor was 
it in thefe parts only, that he fliewcd himfelf lo beneficent a 
conqueror; but over all the habitable world. The account 

aTo*) . Strabo. L. 15. p. ioo8. The Tyrians laid 

the fame claim to him, Tv(>i ji v>ju.i(^cia iv ai, Achill, Ta* 

tins. 1.. 2, p. 67. So dill likewilc the Cretans, and the people ot Naxos. Some 
the Libyans n^aintained, that he was educated in the grotto of the Nymphs 
upon the river Tilton. Diodor. Sic. L. 3. p. 202. 203. Concerning Dio* 
miTos the benefador, ice Arrian. Hill. Ind. P. 321. 

Ol his cominp, to India from the well. Philodratus. L. 2. p. 64, E 7 r)i?,vicy 
ctviiv 

0 \ his travels, fee Strabo. L. 15. p, 1008. 

Hr J ul» J'i-jL'O'cr, fc'Tt Alo- ; a ,ur7a <r^aTOTfly Traaccy rm oixefAgrJjr, /i/a- 
.‘./4 'id aUTrAw. Diodor. Sic. L. 3. p, 197. 

K'Xi rrt^rt ttoAAzs Aoyoi ocs xect 

Ij/t" . Airian. 1 lift. Indie. P, 318. 
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given by the Egyptians is confonant to that of the In- 
dians ; only they fuppofc him to have been of their own coun- 
try i and to have fet out by the way of Arabia and the Red 
Sea, till he arrived at the extremities of the Eaft. He tra- 
velled alfo into Lybia, quite to the Atlantic ; of which per- 
formance Thyma;tcs is fiid to have given an account in an 
ancient Phrygian poem. Alter his Indian expedition, which 
took him up three years, he pafied from Afia by the Hel- 
lefpont into Thrace, where Lycurgus withftood him, and 
at lafl put him to flight. He came into Greece j and was 
there adopted by the people, and reprefented as a native 
of their couhtry. He vilited many places upon the Medi- 
terranean; efpecially Campania, and the coafl: of Italy,, 
where he was taken prifoner by the Hetrurian pirates. Others 
fay, that he conquered all Hetruria. He had many at- 
tendants ; among whom were the Tityri, Satyri, Thyades^ 
and Amazons. The whole of his hiftory is very incon- 
flftt nt in refpedt both to time and place. Writers therefore 
have tried to remedy this by introducing different people of 
the fame name. Hence Dionufus is multiplied into as. 
many perfonages as Hercules. His hiftory was looked 
upon as very interefting ; and therefore was the chief theme 
of all the ancient bards. His flight, ftiled f yy»] Aioi/vra, 

Diodorus L. 3. p. 204. 

Kui l (Li AridiJ. Orat. in 

Dionyf. P 34. ^ 

Cic. vicNar. IX^or. L. 3. c. 23. Of the various places of his birth, fee 
Diodoru'' :>\c L. 3. p. 200. 

Ui us, Orpheus, Panopklcs, Thymaires, and Dionyfius Milefius, Dio- 
dorus Sk. L. 3. p. 201. 

3 


was 



8o 


Till'. OF Ancient Mythology. 

was particularly -recorded. He was the fame as Ofirisj 
and many of the later mythologifts acknowledged this 
tnitli. AiyvzTioi fjiev yct^ Tov 7ra« a.vToig ^sov 0<ri§tv ow- 
ixx^oixepoy ^xT-iP SiPxi TOP TTu^’ 'EAMri Atoratroy thtov Js 
p&oAoyaTiy stpsT^.Osiv Trurxv nv oi«8pr>]y — Ofxoiojg h mi 
TPig \p^'6g TOV v£ 0 v THTov TTa^ exvTOig cLZ 0 <pxv 2 ^xi yeyovBvxi. 
'Ihe EgyptiiifiSi fays — Diodorus, maintain that their God 
Ofiris is no other than the Dionu/us of Greece : And they 
farther mention, that he travelled over the face of the whole 
earth— In like manner the Jndi ajfure us, that it is the fame 

Deity, who was converfint in their country. 

Dionufus according to the Grecian mythology, is re- 
prefented as having been twice born; and is faid to have had 
two fathers and two mothers. He was alfo expofed in an 
Ark, and wonderfully preferved. The purport of which 

It WAS a common fubjcfl for Flcgy. Plutarch. Ifis et Ofir. 

rJoiv,acit/cC'a cfk 7/)»' ct-TO A/oiLtcrw, S to ^.cti ircc/^.ctrjv uvoa Tfc'ror, 

yoj 6-v^p£(ric(G xaTaTfcG^tcrOai tw ytvit rteov ai'S'gwTTwr. Diotlorus Sicul. 

L. 4. \). 210. 

701^ *) ^ccuuaai crvyTa^ctii/.evoy Tcts th tt^coth eAioi'VO'otJ 

Diodorus Sic. L. j. p. 201. 

L. 4. p. 210. 

T.i ^/.ny<T3»'rn'a/ Hcr/r. Ilcrodot. L. 2. c. 42. c. 145. 

The Iiuiians pave the fame account of Dionufus, as the Egyptians did of 
Ofiiis. rLA.'X'i Tt jiXMcrai (^*-rt;cri;r) xxt roy.h^ ^taOoci t>i< 7 i TroAtcrii', ctvH t6 
'n\.x iiSn^ ah xi'—y act StJ^a^xnvy (^iS'ovret cevroy cr'irs^fJtxtTCL^ 

tb ut’ jtrjTfw Qi^cct Aicrbrrcv 'TfWTcr*— “Xctl aeCeti' GTi A<o- 

}j(r.^ — .'7;^. Arrian. Hift# Indie. P. 321. 

Paufan. L. 3. p. 272. As His rites came originally from Chaldea, and 
ihc Jand of Ur, he is in confequcncc of it often ftilcd flu^tyeDhy and Flupia'^ogos^ 
‘^trabo. L. 13. p. 932. EAdfy pxocxap A<oiwfj riTPlI^riOPE, Tav^ofxerojTt^. 
Orphic. Hymn. 44. V. i. 
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hiftories is plain. We muft however for the moft part cpn~ 
fider the account given of Dionufus, as the hiftory of the 
Dionufians. This is twofold. Part relates to their rites and 
religion j in which the great events of the infant World, and 
the prefervation of mankind in general, were recorded. In 
the other part, which contains the expeditions and conquefts 
of this perfonage, are enumerated the various colonies of the 
people, who were denominated from him. They were the 
fame as the Oiirians and Herculeans; all of one family^, 
though under different appellations. I have Ihewn, that 
there were many places which claimed his birth ; and as 
many, where was (hewn the fpot of his interment. Of thefe 
we may find famples in Egypt, Arabia, and India ; as well 
as in Africa, Greece, and its iflands. For the Grecians, 
jvherever they met with a grot or a cavern facred to him, 
took it for granted that he was born there : and wherc- 
cver he had a taphos, or high tiltar, fuppofed that he was 
there ' buried. The fame is alfo obfcrvable in the hiftory 
of all the Gods. 

From what has been faid we may perceive that the fame 
hiftory has been appropriated to different perfoiiages : and if 
we look farther into the annals of the firft ages, we fhall find 
more inftances to the fame purpofe. It is faid of Cronus, 
and Aftarte, that they went over the whole earth j difpof- 
ing of the countries at their pleafure, and doing good where- 

’* There was a cavern, where they fuppofed him to be buried, at Delphi, 
7raf« AiroMwii. Cyril contra Jul. P. 342. 

’’ Kgoi'cf -irsgtfuy Tiif oiKn/^em. Sanchoniath. apud Eufeb. Praep. Evang. L. i 

C. 10. p. 38 . 

VoL. II. M ever 
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ever they came. Cronus in confequence of it is reprefented 
as an univerfal benefaaor; who reclaimed men from their 
ravage way of life, and taught them to pafs their days in 
innocence and truth. A like account is given of Ouranus, 
the great king of the Atlantians, tvho obferving mankind 
in an unfettled and barbarous ftate, fet about building ci- 
ties for their reception ; and rendered them more humane 
and civilized by his inftitutions and laws. His influence was 
very extenfive; as he is fuppofed to have had the greater part 
of the world under his rule. All this, and what was above 
done by Cronus and Aftarte, the Grecians attributed to Apollo 
and Themis. Strabo mentions from the hiflorian Ephorus, 
that the oracle at Delphi was founded by thefe two ** deities 
at the time, when Apollo was going over the world doing 
good to all mankind. He taught the nations, where he 
came, to be more * ’ gentle and humane in their manners ; and 
to abftain from their wild fruits, and foul banquets : afford- 
ing them inflruflions how to improve themfelves by culti'- 
vation. 

Some of thefe perfons are mentioned as proceeding in a 

*'* fj.iv juy Knot CP oyroc CcttriA^oc y,ai ths fcccfToy 

r<i?^oiJTK f:; A') oiH /<afrrr> f6icvi\uiozv ueicc^vaony xcct f ict tjto ecTroJ^o^m 

;vT(x T>> axHiJLcyvi TOTrys' cTg Traa-i 7>fi' 

7ir f ixatijounn' xcti T>n d:r?icrvjx t)« Diodorus Sicul. L. 5. p. 334* 

OvnxiCi — ry> <T7rjoxfm’ oiKhiPTotg auvxyocy^tv eis TroAectA irioi^oAoVj 

xat /.<r) xxi / 3 (W Tav(jxi^yxrxKTnTxa-(ixt.Se xuToy T)h 

I >;i' Diodorus Sicul. L. 3. p. 189. 

At-cAA^u a y.fjx Otuii (ihhcutVQf to f.'Tct my 

A^ia:- t.TO'p, on y Ltje^oT)}Ta :rrH:<ccAriTO. Strabo. L. 9, p, 646. 

cy Ato?^vix t)jv '}>]¥ iTicvjx rtt; ctiro t 5 

TCOK ai'^fJLf^cov xxoTTojy xxi Cwf\ Ibid. 

pacific 
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pacific manner: but thefe peregrinations in general are re- 
prefented as a procefs of war ; and all that was efiedled, 
wasfuppofed to have been by conqueft. Thus Ofiris, Hercules, 
Perfeus, Dionufus, difplayed their benevolence fword in 
hand : and laid every country under an obligation to the 
limits of the earth. The like is faid of Zeuth, the Zeus of 
Greece, who was an univerfal conqueror and bencfadior: 
** Tov Aici, Hv^iov yevoi/>£vov tccv oKuv sTTshS'Stv a.Ttct(Ta,v TJjr 
0iK8(MevYiVi Bve^ysTsnex. to ysi/og rm ctv$^'ji7rm' ^isvsy/csiv Jg 
etvrov mi (fUfjLOLrog mi Toiig aXhctig ^TroLrxig ct^sTaig, 
mi ^la. T8TQ Txy^v nv^iov ysvs^xi th (rvfjirxvrog KQ(r^8. 

(or Jupiter) having got the mtire fupremacy marched 
over the whole earthy benefiting mankind wherever he came. 
And as he was a perfon of great bodily Jlrengthy and at the 
time had every princely quality^ he very foon fubdued the 
whole world. 

No mention is made of any conquefts atchieved by Orus : 
and the reafon is, becaufc he was the fame as Ofiris. Indeed 
they were all the fame perfonage: but Orus was more 
particularly Ofiris in his fecond ftate j and therefore repre- 
fented by the ancient Egyptians as a child. What is 
omitted by him, was made up by his immediate fucceflbr 
Thoules j who like thofe, who preceded, conquered every 
country, which was inhabited. EiTx fzsS'’ 6v £2^o;, 

Diodorus Sicul. L. 3. p. 195. 

The wanderings of Ifis and Iona relate to the fame hiftory : as do likewlfc 
thofe of Cadmus. 

*’ Eufebii Chron. P. 7. 1 , 37. 

M 2 mt 
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KOH fJiBTOt OLVTOV 08A»J, 0^ KUi mg TH mBOLVH 7rx<roLV TYIV y»)K 

7 rct^£tM<pBV. After him (that is, Sous, or Sofis,) came Oftris ; 
and then Orus : to whom fucceed^ T‘houles^ who conquered the 
whole earth quite to the ocean. The like hiftory is given of 
him by Suidas, and by the author of the Chronicon 
Pafchale. 

Thcfe accounts I have collated, and brought in fucceflion 
to one another j that we may at a view fee the abfurdity of 
the hiftory, if taken in the common acceptation. And how- 
ever numerous my inftances may have been, I fliall intro- 
duce other examples before I quit the fubjedl. .1 muft parti- 
cularly f[)eak of an Egyptian hero, equally ideal with thofe 
abovementioned ; whofc hiftory, though the moft romantic 
and improbable of any, has been admitted as credible and 
true, '.rile perfon to whom I allude, is tlie celebrated Se'-* 
follris. Moft of the ancient hiftorians fpcak of his great at- 
chievements ; and the moft learned of the modern chrono- 
logifts have endeavoured to. determine his rera, and point out 
the time of his reign. But their endeavours have been 
fruitleTs ; and they vary about the time wlien he lived not 
Icfs than a thoufand yeai’s : nay, fome dift'er even more 
ilian this in the rcra, vvdiich they aftlgn to liim. 

O ook^uv^' xcli fJLixv 

pr yji..) ivox'i ct:ro TU i/'iy 0rfA>?K. Suidas. 

' Mr tj: Oo<^’<r kl’ccnAt’ Gt ;' Xdi uerct ruy O^ov tSxcn^eiiaS 

TTOfPfc'AaCf u^rcc , .5 yrci'j-ay j.vy ^ ewi ra a;;d?ary. Chron. Pafch. « 

K 4 ^. 

11c is mentioned by Cedicnus. CAjAi?-', xut Lo; ry Trccjxy rn^ >JfP 

7! cr^e^Arf cj . 1\ 20. 


SESOSTRIS. 
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SESOSTRI S. 

A mong the writers, who have written concerning 
this extraordinary p^iTonagc, Diodorus Siculus is the 
moft uniform and full ; and with his evidence 1 will begin 
my account. He ' infofms us, that, when this prince was 
a you|li, he was intruded by his father with a great army. 
He upon this invaded Arabia : and though he was obliged 
to encounter hunger and third in the wilds, which he tra- 
verfed ; yet he fubdued the whole of that large tracd of 
country. He was afterwards fent far into the wed ; where 
he conquered all the regions of Lybia, and annexed great 
part of that country to the kingdom of Egypt. After the 
death of his father he formed a refolution to fubdue all the 
nations upon earth. Accordingly having fettled cv'cry thing 
at home, and appointed governors to each province, he fet 
out with an army of fix hundred thoufand foot, and twenty- 
four thoufand horfe, and twenty-feven thoufand armed cha- 
riots. With thefe he invaded the Ethiopians to the fouth > 
whom he defeated and made tributaries to Egypt. He then 
built a fleet of fliips upon the Red fca ; and he is recorded 
as the firfl; perfon, who conftruded vcflels fit for diftant na- 
vigation. With thefe by means of his generals he fubdued 
all the fca-coaft of Arabia, and all the coaft upon the ocean 
as far as India. In the mean time he marched in perfon 
with, a puiflant army by land, and conquered the wliolc 

’ Diodorus Sicul. L. i. p. 49. 

continent 
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continent of Aili* He not only overran the countrieSj which 
Alexander afterwards invaded; but crofled both the Indus, 
and the Ganges ; and from thence penetrated to the caftern 
ocean. He then turned to the north, and attacked the na- 
tions of Scythia ; till he at laft arrived at the Tanais, which 
divides Europe and Afia. Here he founded a colony : leav- 
ing behind him fomc of his peoplS, as he had juft before 
done at ' Colchis. Thefe nations are faid to the laft tp have 
retained memorials of their original from Egypt. About 
the fame time Afia Minor, and moft of the iflands near it, 
I'cll into his hands. He at laft pafled into ’ Thrace, where 
he is faid to have been brought into fome difficulties. He 
however perfiftcd, and fubdued all the regions of Europe. 
In moft of thefe countries he ereded pillars with hierqglyphi- 
cal inferiptions ; denoting that thefc parts of the world had 
been fubdued by the great Sefoftris, or, as * Diodorus exprefles 
his name, Sefoofis. He likewife ereded ftatues of himfelf, 
formed of ftx)ne, with a bow and a lance : which ftatues were 
in length four cubits and four palms, according to the di- 
mcnfions of his own height and ftature. Having thus fi- 
niftied his career of * vidory, he returned laden with fpoils 

* See Apollon. Argonaut, L. 4, v. 277. and Herodot. L. 2. c. 102. 

Synccllus, i\ 59, 60. 

^ Diodorus Sicul, above. He was near lofing his whole army. 

^ 1 riJi 'Tijv Toii iccurbt Baa-tAeus yai 

Aeairorvii ^icr'TGTOjy Xsaocoai^, Diodor. Sicuh ibid. 

* He palled through all Ethiopia to the Cinnamon country, Strabo. L. 17. 

p. 1138. This muft be Indica Ethiopia, and the ifland Scran-Div^* ‘Hence 
€anie Cinnamon i here were xut 

\ cnit ad occafum, mundique extrema Sefoftris. Lucan. L. 10. v. 276. 

to 
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to Egypt, after an abfence of ‘ nine years ; which is one year 
lefs, than was attributed to the expeditions of Hercules. 

The detail given by this hiftorian is very plain and pre- 
ciie : and. vve proceed very regularly and minutely in a geo- 
graphical feries from one conqueft to another ; fo that the 
ftory is rendered in fome degree plaufible. But we may 
learn from Diodorus himfelf, that littlfe credit is to be paid 
to this narration, after all the pains he may have taken to 
win upon our credulity. He ingenuoully owns, that not 
only the Grecian writers, but even the priefts of Egypt, and 
the bards .of the fame country, vailed in the accounts, which 
they gave of this hero j and were guilty of great incQnfiftence. 
It was therefore his chief labour to colleft what he thought 
moft ctedible, and what appeared mr^ confonant to the me- 
morials in Egypt, which time had ipared r ^ Ta Tii^OLVunouroLy 
KOLi Ton BTl KCtTOL TJjy ')(U§0LV (Djjag/O/? TOL fJOXKig'CC. 

But, as thefe memorials conhfted chiefly 
in hieroglyphics, I do not fee how it was poflible for Dio- 
dorus to underftand, what the bards and' jUiefts could not 
decipher. The adjuftment of this hiftory, had it been prac- 
ticable, fliould have been the work of a native Egyptian, 
and not of a perfon either from Greece, or Sicily. This 

‘ SfO’&iiTfis fiTH iM, is a.7rao-xv (^t^oxrx’To 'tw Aaixv (v mxurois $vyex. Syncel- 
lus. P. 59. 

Some make him advance farther, and conquer all Europe : o/xoius vtmx^e 
XXI T»i' Aaixy Trairar, xxi THN ETPQOHN, xxi rw xxi T»y Mwittv. 

Chron. Pafeh. P. 47. Herodotus thinks that he did not proceed farther than 
Thrace. L. 2. c. 103. 

’ Diodorus Sicul, L. i. p. 49. 


writer 
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n-ritcr artciwauli mentions the migiity * works of Selbftris 
Hjion his return into Egypt: the temples, which he built, 
and the great entrenchments, which he made to the eaft, to 
guard the country from the Arabians : and having enume- 
rated the whole of his adions, he concludes with an inge- 
nuous coufeflion, that ’ little could he obtained that was pre- 
cifcly true. He has without doubt culled the moft proba- 
ble atchievements of this hero *, and coloured and arranged 
them to tlie befl; advantage; yet they ftill exceed belief. 
And if after tins care and difpolition they feem incredible, 
how would they appear in the garb, in which he found them? 
"^Tt the Jiiflory of this perfonage has been admitted as cre- 
dible by the mofl learned writers and chronologifts : though, 
as I bclorc mentioned, ^hey cannot determine the tera^ of his 
reign within a thoufand ycai's. Sir Jolm Marfliam and Sir 
]laac Newton fuppofehim to have been the Scfac of the ferip- 
tures ; and confecpiently bring his reign down to the time of 
Rehoboam king of Judah. But the only reafon for this, as 
far as I can pcrc#ve, feems to be, that Sefoftris is reprefented as 
a great comiueror; and Sefac is prefumed from his large " army 

* Of all the {jreat aiSUoni of Scfoflris, fee Marlham. Can. Chron. Sec. 14. 
P- 354 - 

’ I ! '.(_'( fe TWTiii' Tj usi’ (xAi>y 6 < exyecr^xi fur’ xx^i/ 3 iixi aj-xS'iov. Diodorus 
Situl. I... I, \^. 52. 

Sir John Mdilh:im’s Can. Chron. Sec. 14. P. 354. 

Sir Ilaac Newton’s Chronology, P. 217. 

I Kings. C. 14, V. 2 5, 26. Jnd it came topafs^ that in the fifth year cf king 
Rchohoam $h,jlmk king of Egypt came up againji Jcrufalem {hccaufc they had trattf. 
grfjfe.l againji the Lord) \ u-ith tivelve hundred chariots., and threefcore thoufand 
horfemm •, and the people -jscre without number, that came with him out of Egypt’, 
the LuhitM, the Sukkiims, and the Ethiopians, z Chron c. 12. v. 2, 3. 

3 
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to have been fo likewife. But there is nothing more faid 
of Sefac, than that he formed a plan of conquering the 
king of Judah; and accordingly came wtih the army before 
mentioned, to put his defign in execution. But the ** ca^ 
pital being delivered into his hands without the leaft refin- 
ance, and the king intirely fubmitting himfelf to his will ; 
he contented himfelf with the rich plunder, which he found, 
and which he carried away at his departure. We may alfo 
infer from the fervitude, to which the people of Judah were 
reduced, that he impofed upon them fonie future contribu- 
tions. This is the whole of the hiftory of Sefac, or Shifiiak ; 
by whom no other expedition was undertaken that we 
know of: nor is there mention made upon record of a fingle 
battle which he fought. Yet from a notion that Sefac was 
. a-^rcat warrior, he is made the fame as Sefoftris : and the 
age of the latter is brought down very many centuries be- 
neath the asra, to which the beft writers have adjudged it. 
When we difter from received tradition, we flaould not pals 
over in filence what is faid on the contrary part ; but give 
it at large, and then fhew our reafons for our departure from 
it. I have taken notice of the fuppofed conquerors of the 
earth : and among them of the reputed deities of Egypt, who 
came under the names of Ofiris, Perfeus, Thoules, See. The/e 
are fuppofed, if they ever exifted, to have lived in the firfi: 
ages of the world, when Egypt was in its infant ft^te ; and 
* Sefoftris is made one of their number. He is by fome 
placed after Orus ; by others after Thoules ; but ftill re- 

'* St X-’J’xK'if ct.iAa.xrnt T>tv ttoMi'. Jofcph. Antiq. L> 8. c. lo. 

VoL. II. iq ferred 
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ferrcd to the firft ages. He is reprefented under the name of 
Stthos, " Sethofis, Stfoofis, Scfonchofis, Scfoftns ; but the 
Jlirtory, witli which thefe names are accompanied, fhews 
plainly the identity of the perfonage. Eufebius in reckoning 
up the dynafty of kings, who reigned after Hephaiftus or 
Vulcan, mentions them in the following order : I'henfuc- 

cmledhh fan Helius ^ after him Softs, then Ofiris, then Orus,. 
then 7houles, who cotiquered the whole earth to the ocean ; and 
lajl of all Sefofris. The Scholiaft upon Apollonius Rho- 
dius calls him Scfonchofis ; and places him immediately after 
Orus, and the third in fucccflion from Ofiris : .giving at the 
fame time an account of his conquefts. He adds that he 
was the perfon whom Theopompus called Seloftris. The 
fame Scholiaft quotes a curious paflage from Dic»archus, in 
which Scfonchofis maintains the fame rank, and vyas conib- 
qucntly of the higheft antiquity. Diccearchus in the firft 
book of his hijlory mentions, that immediately after the reign of 
Orus, the f on of I fis and Of r is, in Egypt, the government de- 
volved to Sefonchofts : fo that from the time of Sefonchofs to 
Nilus were two thoufand years. Cedrenus calls him Se- 
foftris ; and mentions him after Ofiris, and Orus, and 

Sethofis of Jofepluis contra Apion. L. i. p. 447. 

F.uleb. Clnon. P. 7. I, 43. )w.6Ta cTg thtqv 

'* TTocavs Ccccri?\evi /u.gTa Hjor xa/ OcriPiii'o^. 

'.rat-J U’i I’i'd' AaicLv ^ctaot.v Je t<x irhii^cL 

0fc-7i Gjw.TTS'.' Si iv avTQv xaAc/. ScHol. Ill ApoHon. Ar- 

gonaut. L. 4. V. 272. 

Sixai'xff/f - tv Tf'jCTCf., ixiioL Tor ItTiSo^ Tcxi OaiPiSo<^ Vt^QVyQoLdiXia yiyovivcii 
2^((7C') dkv A» ^ id ct’<f f fci to ('t/ aTo Hiao^ ycodiSo^ CccdtAuccs Nc/Au 

tr?; S aytAfoc. Schol. in Aj^ollon. Argonaut, ibid. 

Cedrenus. 1. p. 20. Ofiris, Orus, Thoules, Sefofliis, 

Thoulesj 
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Thoules; which laft was by the above writer omitted. 

@8Ms- h tbtov Sgo'ws'^iS. The author 
of the Chronicon Pafchale makes Orus to have been fuc- 
ceeded by the fame perfonage, as is mentioned above, whom 
he calls Thoulis; and next to him introduces Sefoftris. He 
relates all his great conquefts ; and gives us this farther in- 
formation, that this prince was the firft of the line of Ham, 
who reigned in Egypt : in other words, he was the firfl king 
of the country. Ev THToig [xeTct rcivra. sl^a.(nKsve 

Tuv AiyvTnm Tr^uiTog ex Trig (pvKrig TOT XAM ’ 

Ariftotle fpe^ks of Sefoftris ; but does not determine the 
time of his reign on account of its great antiquity. He 
only fays that it was long before the age of Minos, 
who was Tuppofed to have reigned in Crete. Apollonius 
idiodius, who is thought to have been a native of Egypt, 
fpeaks of the great a<ftions of this prince; but men- 
tions no name; not knowing, I imagine, by which .pro- 
perly to diftinguifti him, as he was reprefented under fo 
many. He however attributes to him every thing which is 
faid of *' Sefoftris; particularly the fettling a Colony at Col- 
chis, 

Succeeded by Chron. Pafeh. P. 48. 

Joannes Antiochcniis has borrowed the fame hiftory, and calls this king 
SoRris. eK ttjs Tfcf Xz//. P. 28. 

He adds, that Softris, or Sefoftris, lived in the time of Hermes, J 

Ai')u 7 rTio:- He was luccccdcd by Pharaoh, the firft of the 

name. Ibid. Herodotus calls him Pheron, and Pherona. L. 2. c. iii. 

rioAi; VTrePTeLvSi t^i: rtjy Mum /2jc(7*;Af<xr ri Politic. L> 

7. c. 10. 

** Apollon. Argonaut. L. 4. v. 272. liy^tv S'ii TivaL<pxcri^'X^<roy^M' 7 i 9 y A*- 
yv’TTd Tccam x^jjov jkxAtu SchoK 

ibid. 

N 2 lliPt 
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Chis, and building innumerable cities in the countries, which 
he traverfed : 

fA,v^ict 6 ctg'n 

NaTTaT STroi’^ofjLmi. 

He reprefents him as conquering all Alia and Europe ; and' 
this in times fo remote, that many of the cities, which he 
built, were in ruins before the sera of the Argonauts. 

From what has been faid, we may perceive that if fneh a 
perfon as Scfoftris had exifted, his reign muft have been of 
die earlieft date. He is by fomc reprefented as fucceeding 
Thoules : according to others he comes one degree higher, 
being introduced after ” Orus, who in the catalogue of Pan- 
odorus is placed firft of the Demigods, that reigned in 
Pgyptj but by Herodotus is ranked among the deit^^ 
According to Dicaearchus the reign of Sefoftris was two 
thoufind live hundred years before Nilus : and the reign 
of the latter was four hundred and thirty-fix years before 
the firft Olympiad. I do not place the leaft confidence in 
thefe computations ; but would only Ihew from them that 
the perfon fpoken of muft be referred to the mythic age,, 
to the sera of the Demigods of Egypt. Some of thefe 
evidences arc taken notice ot by Sir John **Mar£ham; who 

1 Si'TCtiv eyeveio ^eaoyxciocniy o fASv ATro^Acevtcs t«to ^ o -- 

> J vaiy ttoAw m' aTrSynv a/wr. Schol- ibid. 

Lycophron (peaks of Apollo and a promontory sy'qj 

ifjov ATToAAojv^i^- Schol. ad V. 1278. 

Schol. Apollon. L. 4. v, 272. Synccllus joins him with Serapis. P. 91. 

Herodotus. L. 2. c. 144. 

OvTOJ Tei^cL TTCLVTa X. T, A. Apollon. Argonaut. L. 4. v. 261. See the 
iwholc, and Schol. ibid. 

Canon. Chronic. Sec. 10. P. 238. 239. 
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cannot extricate himfelf from the difficulties, with which 
his fyftem is attended. He has taken for granted, that 
Sefoftris and Selonchof: ; are the Sclac of the Scriptures ; 
thoughevcrycircu i stance of thurhiflory is repugnant to 

that notion. I kmw not, fays he, what to make of this 

Sefonchofts\ wh is reprih: !t«d as five thoufand years before 

Menes, and xwo is ^^J^rred to the time of the Demigods. In 
another place: Seffiris, who ;,r the twelfth Dynafiy of 
African;/-:, a.ui whofe cer/i extends higher, than the Canon of 
Eufebius reacles, reigned according to Scaligers computation 
in the x^^idye irof the Julian Period. By this calcu- 
lation deffiris is made prior to Sefofiris‘, and this too by no 
lefs than 2 355 for it is manifefi, as I will Jhew from 

Scripture, that Sefofiris undertook his expedition into Afia, 
-'and got pojfejfton of Jerufalem in the ^^e^yth year of the Pe- 
riod abovementioned. What is faid in the facred writings, 
I have taken notice of before. Not a word occurs about 
Seioflfis, nor of any fuch Afiatic expedition. I am obliged 
to fay, that through the whole of this learned writer's pro- 
cefs, infteadof aprocf, we find nothing elfe but the quef- 
tion begged, and Tome inferences of his own in confequence 
ot this afiumption. He indeed quotes the authority of Ma- 

' (.)uis igitur Sefonchofis ille, qui, Menen antevertens annis amplius '5000, 
inier Semiaeos locum habere videatur ? Marlham. Canon Chronic. Sec. 10. p. 

:;:iJlris in XII. Atricani Dynaftia (quae Eufebiani Canonis cpochani ante- 
vertif) ex Scaligeri calculis rcgn.ivit anno Per, Jui. 1392: quo ratiocinioSe- 
fcilti, tadus eiiannos 2355 ipfo Se'.bltre fenior. Nam cx S. literis (fuo loco) 
app^rcbit, Sefe drim cxpeditioncir. fufeepuTe in Aliani, ct Hicrofolyma cepifl'e 
Anno Per. Jul. 374?. Ibid. P. 239. 

nethon 
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ncthon from Jofephus, to prove that the great adions of Se- 
ioftris were the fame as were performed by Sefac. But Ma- 
nctlion fays no fuch thing: nor does Jofephus attribute any 
fuch exploits to Sefac : but exprefsly fays more than once, 
that Sefac, and Sefoftris were two different perfons. It is 
no where faid of Sefac, that he made an expedition into 
Afia *, much lefs that he conquered it, as is fuppoied of Se- 
foftris. Sefac went up againft Jerufalem, and took it, 
without meeting with any oppofition. Upon 
this he departed, and carried with him the treafures, which 
he had there feized: in other words, he went home again. 
There is not the Icaft mention made of his invading Sa- 
maria, or the country about Libanus, and Sidon; or of his 
marching to Syria : all wliich made but a fmall part of the 
great Continent, called in after-times Alia : much lefs did''^- 
he villt tlie countries of the Aflyrians, and Babylonians ; or 
tlie regions of Elam and the Modes. All this, and much 
more he muft have done, to have come up to the charafter, 
to which they would fain entitle him. 

I will not enter into any farther difcuflion of the 
great conquefts attributed to this fuppofed monarch Se- 
Ibftris. They are a# ideal as thofe of Sefac, and fufficiently 
confute themfelvcs. Firft Ofiris is faid to have conquered 
the whole earth: then Zeus, then Per feus, then ** Hercules, 

“ Antiq. L. 8. c. 10. p. 4^9- and 450. 

*’ Me came meerly as a confederate to Jeroboam, in favour of the king- 
dom of Ilraclv and his intention was to ruin Judah : but his cruel purpofc was 
avcitcd by the voluntary fubmilTion both of the king and people; and by the 
treafures they gave up to him, which were the purchafe of their fecurity. 

Hercules is faid to have commanded the armies of Ofiris. Diodorus Sicul. 

L. 1. p. 15. 

aU 
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all nearly of the fame degree of antiquity, if we may believe 
the beft Mythologifts. Myrina comes in for a (hare of con- 
queft in the time of Orus. After her Thoules fubdues the 
whole from the Eaflern Ocean, to the great Atlantic : and 
as if nothing had been performed before, Sefoftris imme- 
diately fucceeds, and conquers it over again. Herodotus 
informs us, as a token of thefe viftories, that Sefoftris erod- 
ed pillars and obeliflcs with emblematical infcriptions : and 
that lie faw fome of them in Phrygia, and in other coun- 
tries, which had been conquered. He without doubt faw 
pillars : but how did he know for certain, by whom they 
were ereded? and who taught him to interpret the lym- 
bols ? Paufanias takes notice of a coloflal ftatue in the 
Thebiiis, and fays that the hiftory .given of it was not fatis- 
• fadory. He tells us, that it ftood near the Syringes, ia 
upper Egypt ; and he viewed it with great admiration. It 
was the figure of a man in a fitting pofture j which fome 
faid was the reprefentation of Memnon the Ethiopian : others 
maintained, that it was the ftatue of Phamenophis : and 
others again, that it related to Sefoftris. There were here 
emblems, and fymbols; yet a diverfity of opinions. I 
want therefore to know, how Herodotus could interpret in 
Phrygia, what a native could not decipher in Egypt. The 
fame queftion may be alked about the people of Syria, a- 

L. 2. c. io6. Concerning the interpretation of thefe emblems fee Joan 
Pierii Hieroglyph. L. 34. c. 20. 

Paufan. L. i. P. loi. The Statue remains to this day. In like man- 
ner it was reported tliat Dionufus raifed Pillars. Strabo. L. 3. p. 260. 

Tg xai XrrtAxi Ovfixiyitf'A Amwe. Dionys. Perieg. V. 623. 

Hercules credted the 1 ike. All which was done by people ItilcdDionyfans 
and Hcrculcans. 4 


raong 
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mong wiiom were obeliflcs attributed to the {ame perfon. 
Itiow came they to be fo determinate about an Egyptian 
woi ; when people of that country in the fame circum- 
/lances were fo utterly at a lols ? the whole undoubtedly 
was matter of furmife. I {hall not therefore fay any thing 
more of Sefoftris ; as I muft again /iieak of him, when I 
come to the kings of Egypt. 

If we compare the above hiftories, we may perceive that 
they bear a manifeft fimilitude to one another; though they 
arc attributed to different perfons. They contain accounts 
of great atchievements in the firft ages : in effedling which 
thefe ancient heroes are reprefented as traverling immenle 
regions, and carrying their arms to the very limits of the 
known world : the great Tartarian ocean to the caff, and 
the Atlantic weftward, being the boundaries of their travels 
Some of tliem feem to have been of the fame age; and to 
have carried on thefe conquefts at nearly the fame time : 
and thofe, whofe asra may poffibly differ, have this in 
common with the others ; that they vifit the lame coun- 
tries, march for the moft part by the fame rout ; and are 
often joined by the fame allies, and are followed by the like 
attendants. They are in general efteemed benefadors, 
wherever they go: and carry the fciences with them, as well 
as their religious rites ; in which they inftrud the natives in 
different parts of the world. Thefe are to be fure noble 
occurrences; which however could not poffibly have hap- 
pened, as they arc reprefented above. It is not to be fup- 
pofed, that any perfon in thofe early ages, or- in any age, 
could go over fuch a trad of country ; much lefs that he 

fhould 
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{hould fubdue it. It is ftill more improbable, that fuch 
extenfive conquefts fliould be fo immediately repeated: and 
that they fliould in fome inftances be earried on by different 
people at nearly the fame time. They, who fpeak of 
mighty empires being founded in thofe early days, know 
little of true hiftory; and have formed a very wrong judg- 
ment of the politics, which then univerfally prevailed. The 
whole earth, as far as we can learn, was divided into little 
coordinate ftates: every city feems to have been fublervient 
to its own Judge and Ruler, and independent of all others; 
In the land of ^“Canaan thirty- one kings were fubdued by 
Jofhua, between Jordan and the fea : and fome were ftill 
left by him unconquered. In thofe days, fays the learned 
Marfliam, quot urbes, tot regna. The like was for many 
ages after obfervable in Greece, as well as in Latium, Sam- 
nium, and Hetruria. A powerful enemy made Egypt unite 
under one head : and the neceflities of the people in a time 
of dearth ferved to complete that fyftem-. The Ifraelites 
too, when fettled in Canaan, formed a large kingdom. Ex- 
cepting thefe two ' nations we know of none of any con- 
fiderable extent, that were thus united. The Syrians and 
the Philiftim were in feparate ftates, and under different 
governors. The kingdoms of Nineve and Babylonia con- 
fifted each of one . mighty city, with its environs ; in which 
were perhaps included fome fubordinate villages. They 
‘were properly walled Provinces: and the inhabitants were 

*• Jolhua. C. 12. V. 24. Adonibezek had threefcore and ten vaffal princes at 
his feeti if the heacUnaa of every village may be ^ called. Judges. C. i. v. 7. 

“ Benhadad of Damafeus was attended with thirty-two kings, when he in- 
vaded Samaria, i Kings. C. 20. v. 1 . 

” The people plowed, and fowed, and had fruits, and paftures, within 
their walls. 

VoL. II. O in 
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in a ftatc of reft for ages. The Aflyrian did not till about 
fcvcn hundred years before Chrift, begin to contend for do- 
ininion, and make acquihtion of territory: and we may 
form a judgment, from what he then gained, of what he 
was pollefled before. The cities Hala, Habor, Haran in 
Mefopotamia, with Carchemilli upon the Euphrates, were his 
firft conquefts: to thefe he added the puny dates Ina, Iva, 
and Sepharvaim upon the fame river. He then proceeded 
to Hamath, Daniafcus, and other cities of Syria ; and at 
lafl: came to Samaria. The line of conqueft points out the 
rout, wliicli he took; and jQievvs that there were in Me- 
fopotamia numberlefs little dates, independent of Babylon 
and Nineve, though in their immediate vicinity, Confe- 
quently the notion of the extent, dominion, and antiquity 
of tliofe Monarchies, as delivered by Ctedas and others, is, 
intirely void of truth. The conqueds likewife of thofe He- 
roes and Demigods, who are made coeval with the fuppofed 
foundations of thofe Monarchies, mud be equally ground- 
lefs. I'o fry the truth, the very perfonages are ideal, and 
have been lormed out of the titles of the Deity ; and the 
hidory, with wliieii they arc attended, related not to con- 
qued, but to peregrinations of another nature; to Colonies, 
which went abroad, and fettled in the countries mentioned, 
'fhe Ancients, as I have repeatedly faid, have given to a per- 
ibn, what related to a people : and if vve make this fmall al- 
lowance, the hidory will be found in great meafure true. • 

•' 2 Kings. C. 17. V. 6. and C. 18. v. ii. and v. 34. Ifaiah. C. 10 . v. 9. 
C-37-V. 13. 
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NINUS and SEMIRAMI S. 

H aving given an account of the mythic heroes of 
Egypt, I think it neccflary to fubjcin an hiftory of 
two others of the like ftamp, who have made no lefs figure 
in the annals of Babylon and Aflyria. The pcrfons, to whom 
I allude, are Ninus and Semiramis ; whofe conquefts, though 
they did not extend fo fiir as thofe above, are yet alike won- 
derful, and equally groundlefs. It is faid of Ninus, that he 
was’the firft king of , Aflyria: and being a prince of great 
power, he made war on his neighbours the Babylonians, 
whom he conquered. He afterwards invaded the Arme- 
nians; whofe king Barfanes, finding himfelf much inferior 
•to his adverfary, diverted his anger by great prefents, and a 
voluntary * fubmiflion. The next objed of his ambition 
was Media, which he foon fubdued ; and getting Phanius, 
the king ot the country, into his hands, together with his wife 
and feven children, he condemned them all to be crucified, 
Plis hopes being greatly raifed by this fuccefs, he proceeded 
to reduce all the nations to his obedience between the Ta- 
nais and the Nile: and in feventeen years he made fo great 
a progrefs, that, excepting Badria, all Afiafubmitted to him 
as far as the river Indus. In the feries of conquered coun- 
tries Ctefias enumerates Egypt, Phenicia, Coile Syria, Ci- 
licia, Pamphylia, Lycia, Caria, Phrygia, Myfia, I.ydia, Cap- 

' Diodorus Sicul. L. 2. p. 90. 

* Diodorus Sicul. L. 2. p. 91* 

O 2 
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padocia, and the nations in Pontus, and thofe near the Ta- 
nais. To thefe arc added the Dacians, Hyrcanians, Derbi- 
cians, Carmanians, Parthians, with all Perfis and Sufiana, 
and tlie numerous nations upon the Cafpian fea. After thefe 
notable addons laid the foundation of the great city Ni- 
nevc ; which by miftake is laid to have been built upon the 
banks of the ’ Euphrates. His laft expedition was againft the 
Eadrians: at which time he lirft faw Semiramis, a woman 
of uncommon endowments, and great perfonal charms. He 
had an army which amounted to feven millions of foot, and 
two millions of horfc, with two hundred thoufand chariots 
with feythes. For the poflibility of which circumftances 
Diodorus tries to account in fiivour of the hiftorian, from 
whom he borrows. By the condudl of Semiramis the Bac- 
trians are fubdued ; and Ninus takes the capital of the coun- 
try: upon which in return for her fervices he makes Semi- 
ramis his queen. Not long after he dies, leaving only one 
fon by this princefs, who was called Ninyas. 

The hiftory of Semiramis is varioufly related by different 
authors. Some make her a native of Afcalon ; and fay that 
Ihc was expofed in the defert, and nouriflied by pigeons. 
She was in this fituation difeovered by a flrephercd named 
Simma. He bred her up, and married her to Mcnon j whom 
(Ire deferted for Ninus. During her foil’s minority flie af- 
fumed the regal ftate ; and the firft work which (he un- 
dertook, was the interment of her hufoand. She .accordingly 
buried him with great Iplendcr j and railed over him a 

/Diodorus Sicul. L. i, p. 92. 
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mound of earth, no lefs than a mile and a quarter high, and 
proportionally wide at bottom : after which fhe built Ba- 
bylon. This being finiflied, {he made an expedition into 
Media ; and wherever fhe came left memorials of her power 
and munificence. This was elFedled by eroding vaft ftruc- 
tures, forming lakes, and laying out gardens of great extent; 
particularly in Chaonia and Ecbatana. In fhort fhe levelled 
hills, and raifed ♦ mounds of an immenfe height, which re- 
tained her name for ages. After this fhe invaded Egypt, 
and conquered Ethiopia, with the greater part of Libya : 
,uind having accomplifiicd her wilh, and there being no 
enemy to cope with her, excepting the people of India, fhe 
rcfolved to dired her forces towards that quarter. She had 
an armj of three millions of foot, five hundred thoufand 
' horfe, and one hundred thoufand chariots. For the pafling 
of rivers, and engaging with the enemy by water, fhe had 
procurfd two thoufand fliips to be fo conftruded, as to be 
;.akcn to pieces for the advantage of carriage : which {hips 
were built in Badria by experienced perfons from Phenicia, 
Syria, and Cyprus. With thefe {he entered into a naval en- 
gagement withStrabrob ates king of India; and at the firft 
encounter funk a thoufand of his {hips. Upon this {he built 
a bridge over the river Indus, and penetrated into the heart 
of the country. Here Strabrobates engaged her ; but being 

arx to esvtcc ct^io 3 -e»Tx. Herod. L. i. 

C. 184. 

Such were raifed by the Amonians in all places where they fettled, 

called Tc(Z>oi, 

I^our fuch were in Troas. hai^uet' ?^o(foi rerrcc^eff O^v/x'z^rici xccXh/juvou 
Strabo. 1. 10. p. 720. There were fuch alfg of the Amazons in Ma uritania. 

deceived 
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ckccl\'c(l by the numerous appearance of her elephants at 
firR way. For being deficient in thofe animals fhe had 
procured the hides of three thoufand black oxen; which 
being properly fevved, and fluffed with flraw, formed an 
appearance of fo many ‘elephants. All this was done fo na- 
turally, that the real animals could not fland the fight. But 
this ftratagem being at lafl difeovered, Semiramis was obli- 
ged to retreat, after having loft a great part of her * army. 
Soon after this fhe refigned the government to her fbn Ni- 
nyas, and died. According to fome writers, fhe w'as flain by 
his hand. 

The liiftory of Ninus and Semiramis, as here reprefented, 
is in great meafurc founded upon terms, which have been 
mifeonftrued ; and thefe fidions have been invented in con- 
fequcncc of the miftakes. Under the charadcr of Semiramis 
we arc certainly to underftand a people ftiled Semarim, a 
title afiumed by the ancient Babylonians. They were called 
Semarim from their infigne, which was a dove, exprefled 
Semaramas, of which I lhall fpcak hereafter more at large. 
It was ufed as an objed of worfhip ; and efteemed the fame 
as Rhea, the mother of the gods; ^ mi Triv 'Psxv 

KaXstjLBiX'j A<r<rv^ioig. 

II wo take the hiftory of Semiramis, as it is given us by 
Ctcfias and others ; nothing can be more inconfiftent. Some 
make her the wife of Ninus: others fay that fhe was his 

» She carried back but twenty men, according to Strabo. L. 15. p. 1051. 

‘ Cliron. Palchalc. P. 36. Semiramis was, we find, Rhea; and Rhea was the 
fimic as Cybele, the mother of the Gods ; Psar, KeSsAw, xaci jca* 

Strabo. L. lo. p. 721, 

4 

daughter; 
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^ daughter: and about the time of her birth they vary be- 
yond meafure. She is fometimes made coeval with the city 
Nineve : at other times flie is brought down within a few 
centuries of * Herodotus. She invades the Babylonians be- 
fore the city was ’ built, from whence they were denomi- 
nated : and makes fumptuous gardens at Ecbatana. Hence 
that city is introduced as coeval with Nineve: though, if 
the leaft credit may be given to Herodotus, it vyas built 
many ..ages after by Deioces the Mede. The city Nineve it- 
is by Ctefias placed upon the " Euphrates; though 
yv.cty other writer agrees, that it lay far to tlie eaft, and was 
upon the -Tigris. This fliews, how little credit is 


Cononis narrationes apud Phot. P. 427. 

® Hefodot. L. r. c. 184. five ages {ymcci) before Nitocris the mother of 
Labynitus, whom Cyrus conquered. 

Ic may be worth while to obferve the difierent opinions of authors about the 
timCi when Semiramis is fuppofed to have lived. 


Years. 

According to Syncellus fhe lived before Chrill — —4 2177 

Petavius makes the term — — ~ — 2060 

Hclvicus — — _ — . ^ 2248 

EiUebius — . _ ^ ^ 

Mr. Jackfoa — — — — _ 

Abp. Ulher — ■— — — fotr 

Pinlo Biblius from Sanchoniathon (apud Eufeb, Pr«p. Evang. L. 

p. 31.) about — — — 

Herodotus about — — — 

What credit can be given to the hiftory of aperfon, the lime of whofe life 
cannot be afeertained within 1535 ycars.^ forfo great is the clifi*crcncc of the ex- 
tremes in the numbers above siven. 


'■] 


1200 


~ 713 


.See Dionyf. Perieg. Schol. in V. 1006. 
’ Diodorus Sicul. L. i. p. 99. 
Herodotus. L. i. c. 98. 

Diodorus Sicul, L. i. p. 92. 
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to be paid to Cttilas. The whole account of the fleet of 
fliips built in Jiadria, and carried upon camels to the Indus, 
is a cJiildilh forgery. How can we fuppofe, that there were 
no woods to conftrud fuch vcffels, but in the moft inland 
regions ofAfia? The fliory of the fiditious elephants, made 
out of the hides of black oxen, which put to flight the real 
elephants, is another filly fable. Megaflhenes, who wrote 
of India, would not allow that Semiramis was ever in thofe 
” parts. Arrian feems to fpeak of it as a groundlefs fur- 
mife. Her building of Babylon was by Berofus treated as 
a fiiblc. Herennius Philo maintained, that it wa? built by^ 
a foil of flelus the wife, two thoufand « years before her 
’’birth. Suidas fays, that (he called Nineve ’^Babylon: fo 
uncertain is every circumftance about this Heroine. . She is 
fuppofed to have fent to Cyprus, and Phenicia, for artifts to 
conflrud, and manage the (hips abovementioned ; as if there 
had been people in thofe parts famous for navigation before 
the foundation of Nincvc. They fometimes give to Semi- 
ramis hcrfelf the merit of building the firft fliip; and like- 
wife the invention of weaving cotton : and another inven- 
tion more extraordinary, which was that of cmafculating 
men, that they might be guardians, and overleers in her 
fervice. Yet it is faid of her, that Ihe took a man to her 

Strabo. L. 15. p. 1007. 

Arrian. Hid. InJ. V, 318. 

jufephus cont. Ap. L. 1; c. 19. p. 451. 

Steph. Byzanc. BafuAwr. 

Suidas: 

^ Pliny. L. 7. p. 417. 

f ® Semiramis tencros mares caftravit omnium prima. Marcellinus. L. 14. c. 6. 

bed 
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bed every night, whom (he put td^ death in the morning. 
How can it be imagined, if fhe was a woman of fuch un- 
bridled luft, that fhc would admit fuch fpies upon her 
actions? We may as well fuppofe, that a felon would 
forge his own gyves, and conftrud his own prifon. Clau- 
dian thinks, that flie did it to conceal her own fex, by hav- 
ing a fet of beardlefs people about her. 

*° Seu prima Semiramis aftu 
AlTyriis mentita virum, ne vocis acuta; 

JJlIoUities, Icvcfcjue genas fe prodere poficnt, 

’jHos fibv iunxifi'et focios : feu Parthica ferro 
laities nafei vetuit lanuginis umbram ; 

Servatofque diu pucrili flore coegit 
ArteTetardatam Veneri fervire juventaml 
In refped to Semiramis I do not fee .how this expedient 
could avail. She might juft as well have drefled up her 
maids in mens clothes, and with lefs trouble. In fliort the 
whole of thefe hiftoiies in their common acceptation is to 
the laft degree abfurd, and improbable: but if we make 
ufc of an expedient, which I have often recommended, and 
for a perfon fubftitute a people, we (hall find, when it is 
ftripped of its falfc colouring, that there is much truth in 
the narration. 

It was a common mode of expreftion to "call a tribe 
or family by the name of its founder : and a nation by the 
head of the line. People are often fpoken of colledtively in 
the fingular under fuch a patronymic. Hence we read 

Xetyvoi yvvn^ xcct yaonffovoc. Athcnag. Legatio. P, 307* 
Claudian. in Eutrop. L, i. v. 339. 

VoL# Il« P IQ 
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in Scripture, that Ifraet abode in tents ; that Judah was put 
to the worfl; in battle ; that Dan abode in fhips ; and Afljer 
remained on the fea-coaft‘. The fame manner of fpeaking 
undoubtedly prevailed both in Egypt, and in other countries: 
and Chus muft have been often put for the Cuthites, or 
Cufeans; Amon for the Amonians; and Aflur, or the Af- 
fyrian, for the people of Aflyria. Hence, when it was faid, 
that the Ninevite performed any great adion, it has been af- 
cribed to a perfon Ninus, the fuppofed founder of Nineve. 
And as none of the Aflyrian conquefts were antecedent to 
Pul, and Aflur Adon, writers have been guilty of aETtSH- 
pardonablc anticipation, in aferibing thole conquefts to the 
firft king of the country. A like anticipation, amounting 
to a great many centuries, is to be found in the annals of the 
Babylonians. Every thing that was done in later times, has 
been attributed to Belus, Semiramis, and other imaginary 
princes, who arc reprefented as the founders of the king- 
dom. We may, I think, be aflfured, that under the cha- 
radcr of Ninus, and Ninyas, wc are to underftand the 
Ninevites ; as by Semiramis is meant a people called Sama- 
rim: and the great adions of thefc two nations are in the 
hiftories of t'acfc perfonages recorded. But writers have 
rendered the account inconliftent, by limiting, what was an 
hillorical leries ot many ages, to the life of a (ingle per- 
fon. Ihc Ninevites and Saraarim did perfc'rm all that is 
attributed to Semiramis, and Ninus. They did conquer 
the Medes, and Badriansj and extended their dominions 
weft ward as far as Phrygia, and the river Tanais, and to the 
Southward as far as Arabia, and Egypt, But thefe events 
3 were 
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were many ages after the foundation of the two kingdoms. 
They began under Pul ofNinevc; and were carried on by 
Affur Adon, Salmanafl'ur, Sennaclieiib, and other of his 
fucceflbrs. Nineve was at laft ruined, and tlic kingdom of 
Allyria was united with that of ’* Babylonia. This is pro- 
bably alluded to in the fuppofed marriage of Semiramis and 
Nil! us. Then it was, that the Samarim performed the 
great works attributed to them. For cxclufive of what was 
performed at Babylon ; T’here are^ fays Strabo, almojl over 
the face cj the. isohole earthy vajl mounds of earthy and 
rampartSy attributed to Semiramis ; and in thefe 
are fuhlerramous pajfages of communicationy attd tanks for 
xmterf dhhh faircafes of fone, Tloere are alfo vaJl catials 
to divert the courfe of river Sy asid lakes to receive them ; to* 
gether with 'highways and bridges of a wonderful firuSiure* 
They built the famous terraces at** Babylon; and thofe 
beautiful gardens at Egbatana, after that city had fallen 
into their hands. To them was owing that cruel device of 
emafculating their flaves, that their numerous wives, and 
concubines might be more fecurcly guarded : an inventioHj 

’* This is the reafon that we find thefe kingdoms fo often confounded, and 
the Babylonians continually fpoken of as AlTyrians, and fometimes as Perfians. 
Baf’jAcui' IhPTtxi} TToAti. Steph. Byz. 

»» Strabo. L. i6. p. 1071. 

Thefe mounds were high altars, upon which they facrificed to the Sun.' 
By Ctefias they are fuppofed to have been the tombs of her lovers, whom Ihe 
• buried alive. Syncellus. P. 64. 

They built Babylon itfelfj which by Eupolemuswas faid to have been 
the work of Belus, and the Giants. Eufeb. Praep. L. 9. c. 17. p. 41 8. Quint. 
Curt. L. 5. c. I. Abydenus apud Eufeb. Prasp. L. 9. c. 15. Syncellus, P. 44. 

P 2 which 
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which cannot confiftently be attributed to a woman. They 
found out the art of weaving cotton: which difcovery has by 
feme been afligned to thofe of their family, who went into 
Egypt : for there were Samarim here too. In confequence 
of this, the invention has been attributed to a Semiramis, 
who is here reprefented as a man, and a king of the country : 
at leaft it is referred to his reign. Et/ re 

AiyuTTTioiv rcc ^v<r(riyoL ijaaija iv^rt<rSoLi ho§is(rty. The 
Samarim of Egypt and Babylonia, were of the fame family, 
the foils of Chus. They came and fettled among the Miz- 
raim, under the name of the fliepherds, of whofe hifto*jfc| 
have often fpoken. The reafon of their being called Sema- 
rim, and Samarim, I fhall hereafter difclofe, together with- 
the purport of the name, and the hiftory, with lyhich it is 
attended. 


ZOROASTER. 

T H E celebrated Zoroafter feems to have been a per- 
fonage as much miftaken, as any, who have pre* 
ceded. The ancients, who treated of him, have deferibed 
him ia the finie foreign light, as they have reprefented Per- 
feus, Dionufus, and Ofiris. They have formed a cliaradter, 
which by length of time has been feparated, and eflranged,, 
from the perfon, to whom it originally belonged. And as. 
among the ancients, there was not a proper uniformity ob- ’ 
ferved in the appropriation of terms, we fhall find more per- 
fons than one fpoken of under the charader of Zoroafter:, 

2 ’ Clemens Afexand. Sirom. L. i. p. 364.’ 


though 
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though there was one principal, to whom it more truly re- 
lated. It will be found, that not only the perfon originally 
recorded, and reverenced; but others, by whom the rites 
were inftituted and propagated, and by whom they were in 
after-times renewed, have been mentioned under this title : 
Priefts being often denominated from the Deity, whom they 
ferved. 

Of men, ftiled Zoroafter, the lirft was a deified per- 
fonage, reverenced by fome of his pofterity, whofe worfiiip 
Magia, and the profeflbrs of it Magi. His hiftory 
TO^iftfore.to be looked for among the accounts irranfmitted 
ancient Babylonians, and Chaldeans. They were 
ft people ftiled Magi; and the inftitutors of thofe rites,, 
which related to Zoroafter. From them this worftiip was 
imparted to the Perftans, who likcwifc had their Magi. And 
when the Babylonians funk into a more complicated ido- 
latry, the Perftans, who fucceeded to the fovereignty of 
Afia, renewed under their Princes, and particularly under 
Darius the fon of Hyftafpes, tliefe rites, which had been in 
a great degree effaced, and forgotten. That king was de- 
voted to the religion ftiled Magia*® ; and looked upon it, as one 
of his moft honourable titles, to be called a profeflbrof thofe. 
doftrines. The Perftans were originally named Pereftans, 
from the Deity ‘Perez, or Parez the Sun; whom they alfo- 
worlbiped under the title of Zor- After. They were at dif- 


a6 He ordered it to be inferibed upon his tomb, ct< Mx') tzoor ymiro J'/- 
J'ao-jtaAs.-. Forph. de Abftin. L. 4. p. 399, 

»7 By Zoroafter was denoted both the Deity, and alfo hi» prieft. It was » 
name conferred upon many perfonages. 
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ferent icras greatly diftrefled and perfecuted, efpecially upon 
the death of their laft king Yefdegerd. Upon this account 
they retired into Gedrofia, and India; where people of the 
fame family had for ages redded. They carried with them 
foinc fhattcred memorials of their religion in writing, from 
whence the Sadder, Shader, Vedam, and Zandavada were 
compiled. Thefe memorials feem to have been taken from 
ancient fymbols ill underdood; and all that remains of them 
condds of extravagant allegories, and fables, of which but 
little now can be deciphered. Upon thefe traditions the re- 
ligion of the Brahnains, and Perfees, is founded. 

The perfon, who is fuppofed to have drd formed a code 
of inditutes for this people, is laid to have been one of the 
Magi, named Zerduflit. 1 mention this, becaufc Hyde, 
and other learned men, have imagined this Zerdufht to have 
been the ancient Zoroader. They have gone fo far as to 
fuppofe the two names to have been the ** fame ; between 
which I can fcarce defery any refemblance. There feem to 
have been many perfons diled Zoroader : fo that if the name 
had cafually retained any afdnity ; or if it had been literally 
the fame, yet it would not follow, that this Perdc and In- 
dian Theologid was the perfon, of whom antiquity fpcaks 
fo loudly. We read of perfons of this name in difterent parts 
of the world, who were all of them Magi,”! or Prieds, and 
denominated from the rites of Zoroader, which they fol- 
lowed. Suidas mentions a Zoroader, whom he diles an 
Adyrian ; and another whom he calls n$^<ro-Mi;(Jj 5 f, Perlb- 

Zerdiflit, feu, ut fcmcl cum vocaK damna feriptum vidi, Zordufh’c, idem 
eft, qui Grxeis fonat Hyde Relig. Vet. Perfar. ^C. 24. p. 312. 

Medes : 
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Medes,: and defcribes them both as great in fcience. There 
was a Zoroaftcr Proconncfius, in the time of Xerxes, Ipo- 
ken of by Pliny. Arnobius mentions Zoroaftres Bactria- 
nus; and Zoroaftres Zoftriani nepos Armenius. Clemens 
Alexandrians takes notice of Zoroafter *' Med us, who is pro- 
bably the fame as the Perfo-Medes of Suidas. Zoroaftres 
Armcniu^is likewife mentioned by him, but is ftiled the fon 
of Armenius, and a Pamphylian. It is faid of him that 
he had a renewal of life: and that during the term that he 
was in a ftate of death, he learned many things of the Gods, 
was a piece of mythology, which I imagine did not 
relate to the Pamphylian Magus, but to the head of all the 
^Magij who was reverenced and worihipped by them. There 
was another ftiled a Perfian, whom Pythagoras is faid to 
have ” viftted. Juftin takes notice of the Ba<ftrian ^ Zoro- 
aftcr, whom he places in the time of Ninus. He is alfb 
mentioned by ’’ Cephalion, who fpeaks of his birth, and the 
birth of Semiramis (^ysv£(nv XsfXi^ctiJLeoog kou Zw^oas'^a Maya) 
as of the fame date. The natives of India have a notion of 
a Zoroafter, who was of Chinefc original, as we are in- 
formed by ^‘Hyde. This learned man fuppofes all thefe 

L. 30. c. I. p. 5Z3. 

Arnobius. L. i. p. 31, 

Clemens. L. i. p. 399.. 

Clemens. L. 5. p. 711. avnypcc(f:ei^ ^Zo^occ^^m o ro yeuo^ 

>cA. Iij' cecT ^ yivrj\A,iYo^ g / oenv ircc^oi 0twr, 

*■' Clemens. L. i. p. 357. Apuleius Florid. C. 15. p. 795, mentions a 
Zoroalter after tlic reign of Cambyfes, 

JulVm. L. I. c.-i. 

Synedlus. P. 167. 

“ P-3‘5- It is alfo uken notice of by Huetius. Sinam recentiores PcrCc 
apud Indos degentes faciunt (Zoroaflrem). D. E. Prop. 4. P. 89. 


per- 
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perfonages, the Mede, the Medo-Perfic, the Proconnefian, 
the Badrian, the Pamphylian, 8cc. to have been one, and 
the fame. This is very wonderful; as they are by their 
hiftory apparently different. He moreover adds, that how- 
ever people may differ about the origin of this perfon, yet all 
are unanimous about the time, when he lived. To fee 
that thefe could not all be the fame perlbn, we tiecd only 
to caft our eye back upon the evidence, which has been col- 
Icded above: and it will be equally certain, that they could 
not be all of the fame aera. There arc many fpecified in 
hiftory; but we may perceive, that there was . one perf^STT 
more ancient, and celebrated than the reft; whole hiftory 
has been confounded with that of others, who came aftet^ 
him. This is a circumftance, which has been obferved by 
’* many: but this ingenious writer unfortunately oppofes all, 
who have written upon the fubjed; however determinately 
they may have exprefled themfelves. At quicquid dix- 
crint, ille (Zoroafter) fuit tantum ximis, ifque tempore Darii 
Hyftafpis : nec ejus nomine plures unquam extitere. It is 
to be obferved, that the perfon, whom lie ftiles Zoroafter, 
W'as one Zerdulht. He lived, it leems, in the reio-n of 
Darius, the father of Xerxes ; which was about the time of 

Sed hand minim eft, ft Europxi hoc modo diflentiant de homine pere- 
f;rixio, cum illius populares ortentalcs ctiam de ejus profapia dubitent. At de 
ejus tempore concordant omnes, unum tantum conftituentes Zoroaftrem, eumque 
in eodem feculo ponentes. P. 315. 

** Plures autem fuere Zoroaftres ut fatis conftat. Gronovius in Marccllinum. ' 
L. 23. p. 288. Arnobius and Clemens mention more than one. Stanley reckons 
up fix. See Chaldaic Philofophy. 

P. 31a. 
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the battle of Marathon; confcquently not a century before 
the birth of Eudoxus, Xenophon, and Plato. We have 
therefore no authority to fuppolc ** this Zerduiht to have 
been the famous Zoroafter. He was apparently tlie rencwcr 
of the Sabian rites: and we may be affured, that he could 
not be the pcrfon fo celebrated by the ancients, who was re- 
ferred to the firft ages. Hyde aflerts, that all writers agree 
about the time, when Zoroafter made his appearance: and 
he places him, as we have feen above, in the reign of Da- 
rius, gut Xanthus Lydius made him above fix hundred 
yiiltre prior. ‘And Suidas from Ibme anonymous author 
places hitp five hundred years before the war of Troy. Hcr- 
mlllabfus Platonicus went much farther, and made him five 
thoj/fand years before that ” tera, Hermippus, who pro- 
• fefiedly wrote of his docflrines, fuppofed him to have been 
of the fame ’+ antiquity. Plutarch alfo ” concurs, and al- 
lows him five thoufind years before that war. Eudoxus, 
who was a confummate philofophcr, and a great traveller, 
luppoled him to have flourifiied fix thouland years before 


Zoroaaer may have been called Zerduflu, and Zertooft: but he was not 
Zcrdullu the fon of Guilafp, who is Tuppofed to have lived during the Perfian 
Monarchy. Said Ebn. Batrick lliles him Zorod.ilht, but places him in the 
timeotNahor, the father of TeraJi, before the days of Abraham, Vol. t. 
P- ^ 3 - 

■' Diogenes Lacrt. Prooem. P.3. 

ll<0 TU'V 'T^COlXCtJl' (f/ 

’’ I.eartius Prooem. P. 3. 

Pliny. 1.. 30. c. 1. 

»’ Zuyxrciio cv 

•-.rtc: ' Ifu tt Ofir P. 369. " 

Vol. II. Q_ 
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the death of Plato. Mofes Chorenenfis, and ** Cepha- 
lioii, make him only contemporary with Ninus, and Semi- 
ramis : but even this removes liim very far from the reign of 
Darius. Pliny goes beyond them all; and places him many 
thoufand years before Mofes. ” Eft et alia Magices fadlio, a 
Mofe, et Jamne, et Lotapea Judaeis pendens: fed multis 
millibus annorum poft Zoroaftrem. The numbers in all 
thefe authors, arc extravagant: but fo much we may learn 
from them, that they relate to a perfon of the higheft an- 
tiquity. And the purport of the original writers, from 
whence the Grecians borrowed their evidence, jvas und&ubii*^ 
edly to ftiew, that the perfon fpoken of lived at the extent 
of time ; at the commencement of all hiftorical data, l^o 
fa<ft, no memorial upon record, is placed fo high, as .they 
have carried this perfonage. Had Zoroafter been no earlier 
than Darius, Eudoxus would never have advanced him to 
this degree of antiquity. This writer was at the fame dif- 
tance from Darius, as Plato, of whom he fpeaks ; and it 
is not to be believed, that he could be fo ignorant, as not 
to diftinguifh between a century, and fix thoufand years. 
Agathias indeed mentions, that fome of the Perfians had a 
notion, that he flourilhed in the time of one Hyftafpes; 
but he cdnfefles, that who the Hyftafpes was, and at what 
time he lived, was uncertain. Ariftotle wrote not long 

after 

Zoroaftrem hunc fex millibus annorum ante Platonis mortem. Pliny. L. 30* 

C. I. 

P. i6. and P. 47. 

•• Eufeb. Chron. P. 32. Syncellus. P. 167. 

” Pliny. L. 30. c. i. p. 524. 

Ovx. firat fAccdiiy Trortoov Aajew tire xa<«ZA&; k A. Hc owns, that 

he 
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after Eudoxus, when the hiftory of the Perftans was more 
known to the Grecians, and he allots the fame number of 
years between Zoroafter and Plato, as had been before 
given. Thele accounts are for the moft part carried too far ; 
but at the fame time, they fully aftertain the high antiquity 
of this perfon, whofe aera is in queftion. It is plain that 
thefe writers in general extend the time of his life to the aera 
of the world, according to their eftimation ; and make it 
prior to Inachus, and Phoroneus, and .dEgialeus of Sicyon. 

Huetius takes notice of the various accounts in refpedt to 
liis country. . Zoroaftrem nunc Perfam, nunc Medum po- 
nit Clemens Alexandrinus ; Perfomedum Suidas ; plerique 
Badrianum; alii .ffithiopcm, quos inter ait Arnobius ex 
i^i^iopia.interiore per igneam Zonam venifle Zoroaftrem. 
In ftiort they have fuppofed a Zoroafter, wherever there was 
a Zoroaftrian : that is, wherever the religion of the Magi 
was adopted, or revived. Many were called after him; 
but who among men was the Prototype can only be found 
out by diligently collating the hiftories, which have been 
tranfmitted. I mention among men ; for the title originally 
belonged to the Sun ; but was metaphorically beftowed upon 
facred and enlightened perfonages. Some have thought 
that the perfon alluded to was Ham. He has by others been, 
taken for Chus, alfofor Mizraim, and « Nimrod: and by 
Huetius for Mofes. It may be worthwhile to confider the 

he could not find out, when Zoroafter lived. ' 0 -nmy.a. Mfr (o ZsegearH 
jwaar tmi- >c«( t 85 vojms ifjtro, wt eviq-i axtfiuf hocyymxt. h. 2. p. 62. ^ 

♦' Pliny. L. 30. c. I. 

** Huetii Demons. Evan. Prop. 4. p. 88. 89. 

:** See Huetius ibid. 

0.2 
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priinitivc charader, as given by different writers. He was 
cftecnicd the firft obferver of the heavens; and it is faid that 
the ancient Babylonians received their knowledge in Aftro- 
nomy from him : which was afterwards revived under Ofta- 
nes; and from them it was derived to the ♦♦ Egyptians, and 
to the Greeks. Zoroafter was looked upon as the head of 
all thofe, who arc fuppofed to have followed his inftitutes: 
confequcntly he muft have been prior to the Magi, and Ma- 
gia, the priefls, and worlbip, which were derived from him, 
Of what antiquity they were may be learned from Ariftotle! 

TTS^f (piM^Tocpicig {mg , Motysg ) 
Tr^eo-^vTs^Eg mvcLi rm AiYVTirim. 7he Magi, according to 
Ariflotle, were prior even to the Egyptians : and with the 
antiquity of the Egyptians, we are well acquainted. Plato 
Biles him the fon of Oromazes, who was the chief Deity 
of the Pcrfians: and it is faid of him that he laughed upon 
the day, oii which he was born. By this I imagine, that 
fomething fortunate was fuppofed to be portended : fome 
indication, that the child would prove a bleffing to the 
world. In his childhood he is faid to have been under the 
care ol Azonaces : which I fhould imagine was a name of 

^ V.aCvXmiot sfeu^oi- Stet. 0^-a.vm —ad 

*’)• Ai')irTT(o; jcai EAAwi'fs Anon, apud Siiidam. Ae^si-. 

Primus dicitur inagicas a;tcs invenide. Juflin. L. i. c. i. 

Diog. Laertius Procem. P. 6. 

TwMaj,-,a!'Twr2-.v.oa.r4-H7«nf5p,2,^v. Plato in Aldbiade. L. i.p. 122 
Agatluas c.tlls him the fun of Oromafdes. L. 2. p. 62. ’ ' 

Pliny. L. 7. c. 16. Rifiteodem, quo natus eft, die. See Lord’s account of 
the modern Perlees m India. C. 3. It is by them faid, that he laughed as foon 
as he came into tlie world. 

■*’ PIcrmippus apud Plinium. L. 30. c. i. ' 
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the chief Deity Oromazes, his reputed father. He was in 
procefs of time greatly enriched with knowledge, and be- 
came in high repute for his piety, and juftice. He firft 
facrificed to the Gods, and taught men to do the fame. 
He like wife inftruded them in fcience, for which he was 
greatly ** famed : and was the firft, who gave them laws. 
The Babylonians feem to have referred to him every thing, 
which by the Egyptians was attributed to Thoth and Her- 
mes. He had the title of ” Zarades, which lignifies the 
Lord of light, and is equivalent to Orus, Oromanes, and 
Ofiris. It was fometimes exprefl'ed Zar-Atis, and fup- 
pofed to belong to a feminine Deity of the Perfians. Mofes 
Chorcnenlis ftiles him ’’ Zarovanus, and fpeaks of him as 
tljc fuller of the Gods. Plutarch would infinuate, that he 
was author of the dodrine, embraced afterwards by the Ma- 
nicheans, concerning two prevailing principles, the one good, 
ai'd the other evil the former of thefe was named Oro- 
mazes, the latter Arcimanius. But thele notions were of late 
date, in comparifon of the antiquity which is attributed 

Dio. Chryfoftom. Oratio Boryfthenica. 38, Fol. 448. Eufeb. Pra:p; 
L. I. p. 42. See allb AgathiH above. 

vjx^'TOLix y.0Li Plutarch. If. et Ofir. P. 369. 

** P;imus dicitur artes magicas invenifle, ct mundi principia, fiderumquc 
motus diligentiiTime IpedUfie. Juftin. L. 1. c. i. 

Slid) tir f: 7 rciov'jfjj(x, Agath. L. 2. p. 62. 

Hcfycb. 

Zar-Adcs fignifies the Lord of light : Zar Atis and Atilh, the Lord of fire. 
” L. i.c. 5. p. 16. Of the title Zar-Ovanus, 1 fhall treat hereafter. 

Pkirarch. If. ct Ofiris. P. 369. 

” Sec Agathias. L. a. p. 62. 
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to ** Zoroailcr. If we might credit what was delivered in the 
writings tranfmitted under his name, which were probably 
compoied by fome of the later Magi, they would afford us 
a much higher notion of his doctrines. Or if the account 
given by Oftanes were genuine, it would prove, that there 
had been a true notion of the Deity tranfmitted from Xo~ 
roafter, and kept up by the Magi, when the reft of the 
gentile world was in darknefs. But this was by no means 
true. It is faid of Zoroafter, that he had a renewal of life: 
for I apply to the original perfon of the name, what was 
attributed to the Magus of Pamphylia: and it .is related of 
him, tliat while he was in the intermediate ftate of death, 
he was inftruded by the Gods. Some fpeak of his re- 
tiring to a mountain of Armenia, where he had an int^r- 
courfe with the Deity : and when the mountain burned 
with fire, he was preferved unhurt. The place to which he 
retired, according to the Perftc writers, was in the region 
called Adarbain; where in aftertimes was the greateft Pu- 
ratheion in Afia. This region was in Armenia : and fome 
make him to have been born in the fime country, upon one 

Plutarcli fays, that ZordSlRer lived Hve tWlbfand years before the Trojan 
war. Plutarch above. 

(c 0c^-) 6 aipOafTcf, oci'Tio?^ oeve^ 

’rat'TQ^ <x,'f u)^oS^ox.)iTO'f ccyacOcor oc')'Oc5x>tcctocj (p^oi'tjJLcov 

([ o'-.uy.djTccTr^^, Jg xa< ttcct^o turo/tc/a?, xcci avToS'iS'ctyTCSj 

xoLi rehetc^'^yxui vac* tpvcroctf fxoros Eufcb. P, E. L. I. 

p. 42 . 

Clemens. T.. 5. p. 71 1. 

Hra/w 'jr lofjevoi iSanv ttxccl ©sa'i'. Ibid. 

Dion. Chryfollom. Oratio Boryfthcnica. P. 448. 

Ilydc. P. 312. 
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of the Gordixan mountains. Here it was, that he firfl: in- 
flituted facrifices, and gave laws to his followers; which 
laws arc fuppofed to be contained in the facred book named 
Zandavafta. To him has been attributed the invention of Ma- 
gic ; which notion has arifen from a mifapplication of terms. 
The Magi were priefts, and they called religion in general Ma- 
gia. They, and their rites, grew into difrepute; in con- 
icqucnce of whichthey were by the Greeks called aTarswre?, 
<pct^tji,xxsvrai : jugglers^ and conjurers. But the Perfians of 
oldi edeemed them very highly. Mayor, Tor ^goo'sS’n, mi 
Ssof^oyoVy Kxi ie^ea, 01 ns^o-ai arwj Asyatriv. By a Magus, 
the Perfians underfiand a facred perfon, a profeffor of theo- 
logy, and a Priefi. Ilo^a Mayoi oi ^iho<ropi, mi 

$£0(piXQi^ Among the Perfians, the Magi are perfons ad- 
‘diEled to philofophy, and to the worjhip of the Deity, Dion. 
Chryfoftom, and Porphyry fpeak to the lame purpofe. By 
Zoroaftcr being the author of Magia, is meant, that he 
was the lirft promoter of religious rites, and the inftruder 
of men in their duty to God. The war of JMinus with Zo- 
roafter of Badria relates probably to fomc lioftilitics carried 

Abiilphcda. Vol. 3. p. 58. Sec Hyde. P. 312. 

** Hcfych. Mayot* 

Suidas. Ma^ oi. 

Oratio Boryfthen. P. 449. 

Ma^ci, oi Tre^i to crctpoi, Porph, dc Abft. L. 4.^ p. 398. 

Apulcius ftiles Magia — Diis immortalibu$ acceptam, eolendi cos ac vene- 
randi pergnaram, piam fcilicet et divinifeientem, jam indc a Zoroaftre Oro- 
mazi, nobili Cselitum antiftite. Apol. i. P. 447. fo it (hould be read. See 
Apulcii Florida. C. 15. p. 793. 1 . 3. 

Tcu^ cTg Mayovi vregf re xA. Clciurclius apud Lacr- 

tium. Procem. P. 5. 
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on between the Ninevites of Aflyria, and the Ba6lrians, wher 
]iad embraced the Zoroaftrian rites. Their prieft, or prince, 
for they w-ere of old the fame, was named ®*Oxuartes; but 
from Ins office had the title of Zoroafter; which was pro- 
perly the name of the Sun, whom he adored. This reli- 
gion began in Chaldea ; and it is exprefsly faid of this Bac- 
trian king, that he borrowed the knowledge of it from that 
country, and added to it largely. Cujus feientiae faeculis 
prifeis multa ex Chaldtcorum areanis Badlrianus addidit Zo- 
roaftres. When the Perfians gained the empire in Alia, they 
renewed thefe rites, and dodlrines. Multa deinde (addidit) 
Hyftaf’'' ': Rex prudentiflimus, Darii pater. Thefe rites were 
idolatrous; yet not fo totally depraved, and grofs, as thofe 
of other nations. They were introduced by Chus at leafb 
by the Cuthites ; one branch of whom were the Perefiansi- 
or Perfians. The Cuthites of Chaldea were the original' 
Magi, and they gave to Chus the title of Zoroafter Magus, 
as being the firft of the order. Hence the account given by 
Gregorius Turoncnfis is in a great degree true. Primo- 
geniti Cham filii Noe fuit Chus. Hie ad Perfas tranfiit, 
quern Perfa; vocitavere Zoroaftrem. Clius, we find, was 
called by this title; and from him the religion ftiled Magia 
paifed to the Perfians. But titles, as I liavc fiiewn, were 
not always dctcrqiinately appropriated; nor was Chus the 
original perfon, who was called Zoroafter. There was ano- 

Diodorus Sic. L. 2. p 94. 

^9 Marcel] in us. L.. 23. p, zSS, 

Ibidem. It Ihould be Regis priidcntiflimi ; for Hyftafpcs was no king, 

Rcrnm Franc. L. i. He adds, Ab hoc etiani ignem adorarc confueU, 
ipfum divinitus igne conllimptum, ut Dcum colunt. 
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thcr beycxid him> who wM dtt iirft ddfied ^mortal, and the 
pito^typie hi' iSiis WbllSdp. IPo* wIsiMlli'' 1 alltfde,? I 
thihkV he kndlYA frdfti^^hfe hiftory j^ie^h abol^a * It- wiU dat 
fail' of being l^ndeitd verytcfcaf Jn the courfe of my po- 
cedure.' ^ ' • ■ '■■:■ • ' ■• ^‘7' ' * ■ 

The purpcMTt of the term* 2Ioroafter is faid Ijy* die Au- 
thordPHic Rccogratioris;ahd liy<|theMytd'be the living Jlar: 
and tlicy fjjeak of it, 4s'if it'‘ WOTff of f^refeian' etymology 
and from the words and 05 ^^, Tt iy certainly com- 
pounded of After, WWdh amdng niariy nations fignified a ftar. 
But, in rcfpe<ft to theYorfner'^tefm,' as the objedl of the Per- 
fic and Chaldaic worfliijp #al the Sun^ and moft d^^^^'eir 
titles were derived-from thence ; Mtfe may be pretty certain, 
that by Z<jro- After waS meant Sol Aftcrius. Zor, Sor, Sur, 
Sehor, among the Aittonians always related to the Sun, 
Eufebius fays, that Ofiris Was efteemed the fame as Dionu- 
fus, and the Sun : and that he was called Sbri^s. The 
region of Syria was hence denominated ; and is at 
this day called Sdnriai from Sur, and Sehor> the Sun. The 
Dea Syria at Hierapolis was properly' ©ea'Solarisi In c<mi- 
lequence of the Sun s being called Sor,' and Sur, we find that 
his- temple is often mentioned under the name of Beth- 


hnov C«o^. Clemens Recognit. L. 4. c. a8. p. 546. Greg. Turonenfis 
fopra. Some have interpreted the name «rfo 0 wTw. 

’* tl^ovayo^^nm'S^^ny. Pr. Evan. L. i. p. ajr. Some would clianec it 
.t^oK but they are both of the fame purports and indeed the fame term 
differently expreffed. Perfa Deum vocant, LUius Gyrald. Synt 1 b c 
Jofhua. C. 15, V. 58. J ' 'Vi' 


Voi. II. R 


Sur* 
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Stir, and Beth-Sura, wluch Jofephus renders 
It was alio called Beth-^r, and Beth-Soron, as we learn 
from Euiebius, and Jerome. That Suria was not merely 
a provinpal title is plain from the Suria Dea being wor- 
Ihiped at Erix in Sicily ; and from an inlcription to her at 

Rome. She was worihiped under the lame title in Britain, 
as we may infer from an Infcription at Sir Robert Cotton’s 
of Gonnington in Cambridgeihire. 

**DEiE SURIiE 
SUB CALPURNIO 
LEG. AUG. &c. ' 

Syria is called Sour, and Souriftan, at thw day* 

The Grecians therefore were wrong in their etymo- 
logy } and we may trace the origin of their miftake,'when 
they fuppoied the meaning of Zoroafter to have been vi- 
vcns ailrum. I have mentioned, that both Zon and ** Zoan 
iignihed the Sun : and the term Zor had the lame meaning. 
In confequence of this, when the Grecians were told that 
Zor-After was the fame as Zoan- After, they by an uniform 

■” I Maccub. C. 4. V. 61. called Bcth-Zur. 2 Chioti. C. ii. v» 7, There was 
an ancient city Sotir, in Syria near Sidon. Judith. C. 2. v. a 8. it retains- its 
name at this day. 

Antiq. I.. 8. c. lo. 

The Sun was termed Sehor, by the fons of Ham, rendered Sour, Surius, 
by other nations. 

2irir(i-5j s'HAio?. Helych. oyoftor w o "HA/or. Phavorinut.. 

vti" xa>,u» lUOtro^r. In Onomaftico. 

Bethfur eft hodie Bethforon. In locis Hebraeis. 

Lilius Gyraldus Syntag. 13. P. 402s 

** Jovi. O. M. et Dese Suriae : Gruter. P. 5. n. r. 

D. M. S y R I iE facrum. Patinus. P. *83. 

** Apud foigantas in NorthumbriX Camden’s Britannia^ P. 1071. 

** See Radicals. P. 35. of 2 ion. 

mode 
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mode of miftake exprefled the latter ; and interpreted 
Zoroafter But Zoan (ignified the Sun. The 

cityZoanin Egypt was Heliopolis ; and the land of Zoan the 
Heliopolitan nome. Both Zoan- After, and Zor- After, fig- 
nified Sol Afterius. The God Menes was worfliiped under 
the fymbol of a bull ; and oftentimes under the fymbol of a 
bull, and a man. Hence we read of Meno-Taur, and of 
Taur-Men, in Crete, Sicily, and other places. The fame 
perfon was alfo ftiled fimply ** Taurus, from the emblem 
under which he was reprefented. This Taurus was alfo 
calle^J After, and Afterius, as we learn from"* Lycophron, and 
hisScholiaft.‘"0 AriJ^w; owro? e^iv dxa* MiwTay^o;. By Afit- 
rim is JignijUd the fame perfon as the Minotaur, This Taur- 
After is exadtly analogous to ** Zor-After above. It was the 
fame emblem as the Mneuis, or facred bull of Egypt ; which 
was defcribed with a ftar between his horns. Upon fomc of 
the entablatures atNaki Ruftan, fuppoled to have been the 
ancient Perfepolis, we find the Sun to be defcribed under 
the appearance of a bright*^ ftar: and nothing can better 
explain the hiftory there reprefented, than the account* 
given of Zoroafter. He was the reputed fon of Oro- 
raazes, the chief Deity ; and his principal inftrudtor was 

'®‘’ Chron. Pafchale. P. 43. Servlus upon Virg. ^ncid. L, 6. v. 14. 

Lycophron. V, 1301. 

*’ Zor and Taur among the Amomans had fometimes the fame meaning. 

See the engraving of the Mneuis, called by Herodotus the bull of My- 
cerinus. Herod. L. a. c. 130. Editb Wedeling. et Gronov. 

•’ See the Plates annexed, which are copied from Ksmpfer's Amoenitates 
Exotic®. P. 318. Le Bruyn. Plate 158. Hyde. Rclig. Vet. Peif. Tab. 6. 
See alfo Plate 8. . and Plate 4. 5. VoL t. of this work. They were all origi- 
nally taken from the noble ruins at Iftacha^ and Naki Ruftan in Perda. 

R 2 Azonaces, 
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Azonaces, the lame a different title. He is 

fpoken of as one greatly beloved by heaven : and k is ipen- 
tioned of him, that he longed very much to lee th«} Deity, 
which at. his importunity was granted to him. This inter- 
view ht^ever was not e^edted by his own corporeal ^es, 
biBtby the mediation of an ** angd. Through picdiuih the 
yifioii was^perforuocd i and he obtaih^'^ view the Deity 
furiounded^with light. The angel, through whole interve% 
tion this favour- *wa8 imparted, leems to have been one of 
thofc ftUcd Zoni, and *» Azoni. All the veftmcnts of the 
pncifts,^ and thofc,, in which th^ ufcd to apparel their' D^ 
ities, had facred names, taken from terms in their worlhip, 
Sdch were Camile, C}andys,^Camia, Gidaris, Mitra, Zona, 
^nd the like. The laft was a facred fillet, or girdle, which 
they cftecmcd an emblem of the orbit delcribed by Zon, the 
Sun. They either ‘reprefented their Gods, as girded round 
with a ferpent, which was an emblenrof the l^e mean- 
ing; or elfe with this bandage, denominated ** Zona. They 
.feem to have been fecondary Deities, who were called Zoni 
and ’* Azoni. The term fignifies Heliad^e: and they were 

*• Huctii Prop. 4. P. 92. 

Lord in his account of the Perfces fays, that Zertooft (ib he cxprefles the 
name) was conveyed by an Angel, and faw thb pek||r ib a who appeared 

like a bright light, or dame. Account of the.]^4^A;1C. 3. 

*’ See Sttnky's Chaldatc Philof. P. 7. They were by Damaf- 

cius ftiled and A^wva/.* both tefhra though dif- 

tinguiflied by^|>errons, Who did' not know thek 
*• See Pi^s annexed. ' ■ '• 

»v Capclli. L. i. c. 17,' ^ i5i*^|l^|i^tur Gtfcli regionibus advo- 

'cat^f lMp iiltierii quos AzonosvQi(arnt,|pl^^^Siim^^teihyncnio,convocantur. 

.fetn A^wrai, an^ Z«(>r«i9.’.''^^'&hol5a uport Ac Chaldaie Oracles. 

2 looked 
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looked upon as aethereal efiences, a kind of emanation 
from the Sim. They were exhibited under different re- 
prefentations ; and oftentimes like Cneph of Egypt. The 
fillet, with which the Azoni were girded, is defcribed as of a 
fiery nature : and they were fuppofed to have been wafted 
through the air. Arnobius fpeaks of it in this light. ’* Age, 
nunc, veniat, quaefo, per igneam zonam Magus ab interiore 
orbe Zoroaftres. I imagine, that by Azonaces, 
before mentioned, the reputed teacher of Zoroafter, was 
meant the chief Deity, the fame as Oromanes, and Oro- 
mafdes. He. feems to have been the fupreme of thofe lethe- 
real fpirits defcribed above ; and to have been named Azon- 
Nakfl, which fignifies the great Lord, ” Azon. Naki, Nakis, . 

. Nachis, Nachus, Negus, all in different parts of the world 
betoken a king. The temple at Iftachar, near which 
thefe reprefentations were found, is at this day called the 
palace of Naki Ruftan, whoever that perfonage may have, 
been. 

Arnobius. L. i. p, 31. 

The Sun was ftiled both Zon, and Azonj Zan andAzan: foDcrcctis 
was called Atargatis ; Neith of Egypt Aneith. The fame was to be obfcrved 
in places. Zclis was called Azilis : Saba, Azaba: Stura, Adura ; Puglia, 
Apuglia : Bufus, Ebufus ; Damafec, Adamafec. Azon was therefore the fame 
as Zon i and Azon Nakb may be interpreted Sol Rex, vel Dominus. 


ORPHEUS. 



126 The Analysis op Ancient Mythology* 

ORPHEUS. 

T H E cliarader of Orpheus is in fome refpedts hot un- 
like that of Zoroafter, as will appear in the fequeh 
He went over many regions of the earth ; and in all places, 
whither he came, was efteemed both as a prieft, and a pro- 
phet. There feems to be more in his hiftory than at firft fight 
appears : all which will by degrees be unfolded. His {kill 
in harmony is reprefented as very wonderful : inibmuch that 
he is faid to have tamed the wild beafts of the foreft, and 
made the very trees follow him. He likewifc' could calm 
the winds, and appeafe the raging of the fea. Thefe laft 
circumftances are taken notice of by a poet in fome fine 
verfes, wherein he laments his death. 

’ 'Ovx sn KOifMetTsii avs(JLc»)v 

Ov VKpsTOiv a TroLTayBVT'a.v aXcc. 

flAso ya^. kX, 

He is mentioned, as having been twice in a (late of * death ; 
which is reprefented as a twofold defcent to the fiiades be- 
low. There is alfo an obfcure piece of mythology about his 
wife, and a ferpent ; alfo of the Rhoia or Pomegranate; 
which feems to have been taken from fome fymbolical re- 
prefentation at a time, when the purport was no longer un- 
dcrftood. The Orpheans dealt particularly in fymbols, as 

’ Antholog. L. 3. p. 269. 

■* SccHuetius. Dcmonf. Evang. Prop. 4. P. 129.' 

we 
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we learn from Proclus. ’ O§^iK0i Jia avfJL^oKoiVy Uv^uyo^sioi 
Six sixomVy Ta Ssix fju/iwsiv itpisfism. His charader for Ter- 
ence was very great; and Euripides takes particular notice of 
Ibme ancient tablets, containing much falutary knpwledge, 
which were bequeathed to the Thracians by Orpheus: 

* Of 0^<peiri xaray^x^s yri§vi. Plato ftiles his works * SiSXftW 
optJbf, avaj} lumber of Uarningy from the quantity, which 
people pretended had been tranfmitted from him. He one 
while refided in Greece ; and particularly at Thebes in Bobo- 
tia. Here he introduced tlie rites of Dionufus, and cele- 
brated his .Orgies upon mount * Cithaeron. He is laid to 
have been the firft who inftituted thofc rites and was the 
aiitHfor of all myfterious worlhip. ^ II^WTOj O^ipsvf [Ji.vs'mx 
0sw> TX^aSoiKSV. All thefe were accompanied with Icience 
of another nature : for he is reputed to have been {killed in 
many arts. 

From Thebes he travelled towards the feacoaft of Chao- 
nia in order to recover his loft Eurydice; who had been 
killed by a ferpent. According to * Agatharchides Cnidius- 
it was at Aorthon in Epirus, that he defeended for this pur- 
pofe to the (hades below. The fame account is given by 

* In Theolog. Platonis. L. i. c. 4. 

* Ovii Tl (fXrfJLCL'ti^jV 
Ggyiacrccis tv axvifn^ 

Txf y.ttTiy^x-leytiovs. Alceftis. V. 96s. 

’ Plato dc Repub. L. 2. p. 364. 

‘ Laiftant. dc F. R. L. i. p. 105. 

’ Scholia in Alce(l;rt, V. 968. 

Concerning Orpheus, fee Diodorus. L. I. p. 86. Ariftoph. Ran*. V. rofix. 
Eufeb.P.E. Lib. 10. p.469. 

!! L, 22. Sec NataEs comes. L. 7. p. 401^ 


Pauf 
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5 Paufanias, who calls the place more truly Aornon. In the 
Orphic Argonauts it is laid to have been performed at Ta- 
narus in Laconia. He likewife refided in Egypt, and 
travelled over the regions of Libya ; and every where in- 
ftruded people in the rites, and religion, which he pro- 
feffed. In the fame manner he went over a great part of 
the world. 

” hoilTiV BTTl yOLl%y OLTTSl^BTOVy Ylh 

AiyvTTTUy TS, teoroii OLVOL &£(r<poLrx <pc<.ivm. 

Some make Orpheus by birth a Thracian j foine an Arca- 
dian; others a Theban. Paufanias mentions it as an opi- 
nion among the “ Egyptians, that both Orpheus, and Am- 
phion, were from their country. There is great uncertainty 
about his parents. He is generally fuppofed to have been 
the fon of OEagrus, and Calliope: but Afclepiades nude 
him the fon of Apollo, by that Goddefs. By fome his 
mother was faid to have been Menippe; by others Polym- 
nia. He is alfo mentioned as the fon of Thamyras. Plato 
differs from them all, and ftilcs both Orpheus, and Mu- 
feus, hsT^rivrig koli Maerwr syyovoij the offspring of the Moony 
and the Mufes : in which account is contained Ibme curious 

' L. 9. p. 763. 

V. 41. 

Ibid. V. 99, 

L. 6. p. 505. 

Apollon. Rhod. L. i. v. 23, 

Scholia, ibid. 

” Natalis Comes, L. 7. p. 400. 

Dc Repub. L. 2. p. 364 MufiEus is likewife by the Scholiaft upon 
Ariftophancs (tiled Jics Ranse. V. 1065, Schol. 

mytho- 
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mythology. The principal place of his refidence is thought 
to have been in Pieriamear mount Hajmus. He is alfo faid 
to have rehded among the Edonians ; and in Sithonia at the 
foot of mount Pangajus : alfo upon the feacoaft at Zona. 
In all thefe places he difplayed his fuperiority in fcience; 
for he was not only a Poet, and {killed in harmony, but a 
great Theologift, and Prophet; alfo very knowing in me- 
dicine, and in the hillory of the heavens. According to 
Antipater Sidonius, he was the author of Heroic verfe. And 
fpme go fo far as to afcribe to him the invention of letters ; 
and deduce all knowledge from him. 

Many of the things, reported to have been done by Or- 
pheus, are attributed to other perfons, fuch as ’’ Eetion, 
Mufasus, hJelampCis, Linus, Cadmus, and Philammon. Some 
of thefe are faid to have had the fame ” parents. Authors 
’ in their accounts of Orpheus, do not agree about the man- 
ner of his *' death. The common option is, that he was 
torn to pieces by the Thracian women. But according to 
Leonides in Laertius he was {lain by lightning: and there 
is an “ epitaph to that purpofe. The name of Orpheus is 
to be found in the lifts of the Argonauts : and he is men- 

” Lucian. Aftrologus. 

.Sec Lilius Gyraldus de Poctarum I lift. Dialog. 2. P. yj. 

<^:ouixT!Xi awfav TTCLTHP. Pyndar. Pyth. Ode. 4. P. 25^. 

” Clenientis Cohort. P. 12. Diog. Lacrt. Procem. P, 3. Herodotus. L. 2. 
c. 49. Diodorus. L. i. p. 87. 1. 3. p. 300. Apollodorus. L. i. p, 7. 

*“ Linus was the fon of Apollo, and Calliope. See Suidas, 

There were in like manner different places, where he was fuppofed to have 
been buried. 

“ Procem. P.5. Antholog. L. 3. p. 270. In like manner Zoroafter was 
faid to have been flain by lightning. 

VoL. 11. S tiohed 
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tioned in the two principal poems upon that fubjed. Yet 
there were writers, who placed him ^eleven generations be- 
fore the war of Troy, confequently ten generations before 
that expedition. Vsyoj/s tc^o ix ysvsuv rciov — 

Icictivxi cs ysvsxg S’* oi Js <a <pYj<nv. He was born eleven ages 
before the fiege of *lroy^ and he is /aid to have lived nine ages ; 
and according to fame eleven. This extent of’* life has been 
given him in order to bring him down as low as the ajra of 
the Argonauts: though, if we may believe Pherecydes Sy- 
rus, he had no fliarc in that expedition. 

To remedy the inconfiftences, which arife iji the hiftory 
of Orpheus, writers have fuppofed many perlbns of this 
name. Suidas takes notice of no lefs than four in ** Thrace. 
But all thefe will not make the hiftory cohfiftent. Voflius 
therefore with good rcafon doubts, whether fuch a perfon 
everexifted. Nay, he aflerts, *®Tnumviros iftos Poefeos, 
Orphea, Mufaeum, Linum, non fuifie: fed efle nomina ab 
antiqua Phoenicum lingua, qua uft Cadmus, et aliquamdiu 
poftcri. There is great truth in what Voftlus here advan- 
ces; and in refped to Orpheus, the teftimony of Ariftotle, 
quoted by him from Cicero, is very deciftve. Orpheum 
poetam docet Ariftoteles nunquam fuifle. Dionyftus, as 
we learn from Suidas, affirmed the fame thing. Pala;phatus 

*3 Suidas, 

*4 Tzetzes makes him live one hundred years before the war of Troy. Hift* 
599. Chil. 12. 

*5 Qpq:iv^, 

VolTius de Arte Poet. C. 13. p. 78. 

*7 Cicero deNat. Dcor. L. 1. c. 38. Sec alfo .ffiliaH. Var. Hift, L. 8. c. 6 - 

indeed 
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indeed admits the man; but fets afide the hiftory, ** ‘^svS'ri; 
mi 0 irs^i T8 [xv^oi, T/je hijiory too of Orpheus is no- 

thing elfe but a fable. From what has been faid, I think, 
it is plain, that under the charader of this peribnage we 
are to underftand a people named *’Orpheans; who, as Vof~ 
fius rightly intimates, were the fame as the Cadmijns. In 
confcquence of this, there will fometimes be found a great 
fimilarity between the charaders of thefe two perfons. 

I have (hewn, that Colonies from Egypt fettled in the 
region of Sethon, called afterwards Sethonia, upon the ri- 
ver Palaeftinus. They were likewife to be found in the coun- 
tries of Edonia, Picria, and Peonia ; in one of which they 
founded a city and temple. The Grecians called this city 
Orpheu?: igi ttoXi; vtq T)j Uis^i^, Orpheus is a 

city of "Thrace belov) Pieria, But the place was originally ex- 
prefi'ed Orphi, by which is meant the oracular temple of 
Orus. From hence, and from the worfhip here inftituted, 
the people were ftiled Orphites, and Orpheans. They were 
noted for the Cabiritic myfteries; and for the Dionufiaca, 
and worlhip of Damatcr. They were likewife very famous 
for the medicinal arts ; and for their (kill in aftronomy and 
muhe. But the Grecians have comprehended under the 

C. 24. p. 84. 

*’ Throuph the whole of thii I am obliged to dilTent from a perfon of great 
erudition, the late celebrated Profefibr I. M. Gefner of Gottingen : to whom 
however I am greatly indebted, and particularly for his curious edition of the 
Orphic poems publilhed at Lcipfick, 1764. 

All the Orphic rites were confcflbdly from Egypt, Diodorus *abovc. See 
Lucian’s Aftrologus. 

** Suidas. 

S 3 


charader 
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chara<f}er of* one perfon the hiftory of a people. When 
they fettled in Thrace, they introduced their arts, and their 
worfhip, among the barbarous natives ; by whom they were 
revered for their fuperior knowledge. They likewife be- 
queathed many memorials of themfelves, and of their fore- 
fathers, which were probably fome emblematical Iculptures 
upon wood, or ftone: hence we read of the tablets of Or- 
pheus preferved in Thrace, and particularly upon mount 
” Haimus. The temple, which they built upon this.moun- 
tain, feems to have been a college, and to have confifted of 
a fociety of pricils. They were rnuch addidted to celibacy, 
as we may judge from their hiftory ; and were in great mea- 
fure reclufes after the mode of Egypt, and* Canaan. Hence 
it is faid of Orpheus, that he fecreted himfelf from the 
world, and led the life of a Swah : and it is moreover men- 
tioned of Ariftaeus, when he made a vifit to Dionufus upon 
mount Haemus, that he difappeared from the fight of men, 
and was never after feen. According to the moft com- 
mon accounts concerning the death of Orpheus, it was ow- 
ing to his principles, and manner of life. He was a Ibli- 
tary, and refufed all commerce with woman-kind: Hence 
the Ma^nades, and other women of Thrace, rofc upon him, 
and tore him to pieces. It is faid, that his head, and lyre 
M'ere thrown into the Hebrusj down which they were 

Maximus Tyrius. C. 37. p. 441. 

33 Scholia upon the Hecuba of Euripides. V. 1267. See alfo the Alceftis, 
V. 968. • 

Plato de Repub. L. 10. p. 620. 

35 Diodoius. L. 4. p. 282. The hiftory of Arifteus is nearly a parody of the 
hiftories of Orpheus, and Cadmus. 

wafted 



Thb Analysis op Ancient Mythology. 133 

wafted to Lemnos. What is here mentioned of Orpheus, 
undoubtedly relates to the Orpheans, and to their temple 
upon mount Hsmus. This temple was in procefs of time 
ruined : and there is great reafon to think, that it was de- 
molilhed upon account of the cruelties pradifed by the 
priefts, and probably from a deteftation of their unnatural 
crimes, to which there are frequent allufions. Ovid having 
given a charafter of Orpheus, concludes with an accufa- 
tion to this purpole. 

llle etiam Thracum populis fuit auftor amores 
In teneros transferre mares: citraque juventam 
iEtatis breve ver, et primes carpere flores. 

Thofe of the community, who furvived the difafter, fleet 
down the ‘Hebrus to Lefbos; where they either found, or 
erefted, a temple flmilar to that, which they had quitted. 
Here the fame worfliip was inftituted; and the place grew 
into great reputation. They likewife fettled at Lemnos. 
This ifland lay at no great diftance from the former j and 
was particularly devoted to the Deity of fire. It is faid by 
Hccatseus, that it received the name of Lemnos from the 
Magna Dea, Cybele. She was ftiled by thenatives A>5|M,ro?, 
and at her fhrine they ufed to lacrifice young perfons. 

A?ro jUgyoAr,? Myousuni rctVTji) cTs /cact eSvQy. 

They feem to have named the temple at Lelbos Orphi, and 
Orphei caput : and it appears to have been very famous on 

Ooid. Metaniorph. L. lo. v. 8i. The like mentioned of the Cadtnians.' 
See /Efehylus. 'Lti’ ex* Pfooem. iElian. Var, Hift. L. 13. c. 5. 

1 Iccata.us <ipud Steph. Byzant. The inhabitants arc laid to 

have been 1 hracians, ftiled Shtus xai Saxatjai ; the chief cities Myrina, and 
llephaiftia. 
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account of* its oracle. Philoftratus fays, that the lonians, 
and iEolians, of old univerfally confulted it: and, what is 
extraordinary, that it was held in high eftimation by the 
people of Babylonia. He calls the place the head of Or- 
pheus : and mentions, that the oracle proceeded from a ca- 
vity in the earth ; and that it was confulted by Cyrus, the 
Perfian. That the Babylonians had a great veneration for 
a temple named Orphi, I make no doubt: but it certainly 
could not be the temple at Leibos. During the Babylonifli 
empire, Greece, and its iflands, were fcarcely known to peo- 
ple of that country. And when the Perfians fucceeded, 
it is not credible, that they fliould apply to an oracle at 
Lelbos, or to any oracle of Greece. They were too refined 
in their religious notions to make any fuch application. It 
is notorious, that, when Cambyfes, and Ochus, invaded 
Egypt, and when Xerxes made his inroad into Greece, they 
burnt and ruined the temples in each nation, out of abomi- 
nation to the worfliip. It was another place of this name, 
an oracle of their own, to which the Babylonians, and Per- 
fians, applied. For it cannot he fuppofed, in the times 
fpoken of, that they had a correfpondcnce with the wef- 
tern world. It was Ur, in Chaldea, the feat of the ancient 
Magi, which was filled Urphi, and Orphi, on account of 
its being the feat of an oracle. That there was fuch a tem- 
ple is plain from Stephanus Byzantinus, who tells us, 
Metnsiov e’)(SiV avrag (XoLh^ctmg) ttcc^ix. ui AeA-’ 

<poi EAAioiri. l^he Chaldeans had an oracle as famous 

Philoftrati Heroica. P. 677 , ev 

Steph. Byz. XaAcfaio?. 
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among the people of thofe parts^ as Delphi was among the 
Grecians, This temple was undoubtedly filled Urphi. I 
do ntit mean, that this was neceflarily a proper name ; but 
an appellative, by which oracular places were in general 
diftinguilhed. The city Edefla in Mefopotamia feems 
likewife to have had the name of Urphi, which was given 
on account of the like rites, and worfhip. That it was fo 
named, we may fairly prefume from its being by tlie natives 
called Urpha, at this day. It was the former temple, to 
which the Babylonians, and Perfians had recourfe : and it 
was from the Magi of thefe parts, that the Orphic rites and 
myftcries were originally derived. They came from Baby- 
lonia to Egypt, and from thence to Greece. We ac- 
cordingly find this particular in the charadler of Orpheus, 
sivcii Js TQV Oetpscc (xciysv<rcti hmVy that he was great in 
all the my ft cries of the Magi, We moreover learn from 
Stephanus Monachius, that Orphon, a term of the fame pur- 
port as Orpheus, was one of the appellations, by which 
the Magi were called. Orphon, quod Arabibus Magum 
fonat. In fhort, under the charadlcr of Orpheus, we have 
the hiftory both of the Deity, and of his votaries. The head 
of Orpheus was faid to have been carried to Lemnos, juft as 
the head of Ofiris ufed to be wafted to Byblus. He is dc- 
feribed as going to the fhades below, and afterwards return- 
ing to upper air. This is fimilar to the hiftory of Ofiris, 
who was fuppofed to have been in a ftate of death, and af- 

Pocock*s Travels^ Vol. 2. p, 159; 

Paiifan. L. 6. p. 505. 

Sec Huetii Demonft. Evang. Pr. 4. P. 129, 

4 
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ter a time to have come to life. There was moreover fomc- 
thing myherious in the death of Orpheus; for it feems to 
have been celebrated with the fame frantic ads of grief, 
as people pradiled in their lamentations for Thamuz and 
Ohris, and at the rites of Baal. The Biftonian women, 
who were the fame as the Thyades, and Maenades, ufed to 
gafli their arms with knives, and befmear themfelves with 
blood, and cover their heads with aflies. By this difplay 
of forrow we are to underhand a religious rite; for Orpheus 
was a title, under which the Deity of the place was wor- 
ftiiped. He was the fame as Or us of Egypt, whom the 
Greeks efteemed both as Apollo, and Hephaihus. That 
he was a deity is plain from his temple and oracle above 
mentioned; which, we find, were of great repute, and re- 
forted to by various people from the oppofitc coaft. 

As there was an Orpheus in Thrace, fo there appears to 
have been an Orpha in ** Laconia, of whole hiftory vve have 
but few remains. They reprefent her as a Nymph, the 
daughter of Dion, and greatly beloved by Dionufus. She 
was faid at the clofe of her life, to have been changed to a 
tree. The fable probably relates to the Diortufiaca, and 
other Orphic rites, which had been in early times intro- 
duced into the part of the world abovementioned, where 
they were celebrated at a place called Orpha. But the rites 
grew into difufe, and the hiftory of the place became ob- 
folcte : hence Orpha has been converted to a nymph, fa- 

S"' r.y.a^xvTo ajJL^t 

" ^ivcfjLevxi TrPioycufJiov, Antholog. L. 3. p, 270. 

Servius in Virgil. Edog. 8. See Salmadus uponSolinus. P. 425, 

3 voured 
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voured of the God there worfliiped; and was afterwards 
fuppofed to have been changed to one of the trees, which 
grew within its precincts. 

Many undertook to write the hiftory of Orpheus^ the prin- 
cipal of whom were Zopurus of Heraclca, Prodicus Chius, 
Epigenes, and Herodorus. They feem all to have run into 
that general miftake of forming a new perfonage from a title, 
and making the Deity a native, where he was inlhrined. 
The writings, which were tranfmitted under the name of Or- 
pheus, were innumerable: and are juftly ridiculed by Lu- 
cian, both for their quantity, and matter. There were 
however fome curious hymns, which ufed to be of old fung 
in Pieria, and Samothracia; and which Onomacritus co- 
pied. Th«y contain indeed little more than a lift of titles, 
by which the Deity in different places was addreffed. But 
thefc titles are of great antiquity : and though the hymns 
are tranfmitted in a modern garb, the perfon, through whom 
we receive them, being as late as «Pififtratus, yet they dc- 
ferve our notice. They muft neceffarily be of confequence, 
as they refer to the worftiip of the firft ages, and afford us a 
great infight into the Theology of the ancients. Thofe 
fpecimens alfo, which have been preferved by Proclus, in 
liis differtations upon Plato, afford matter of great curiofity. 
They are all imitations, rather than tranflations of the an- 
cient Orphic poetry, accompanied with a fliort comment, 
^his poetry was in the original Amonian language,' which 

UiH TTivTinxoirw 0\vf/.Tixf'ac. Tatianus. Aflyr. P. 275. Thcfe were 
the Orphic hymos, which were fung by the Lycomede at Athens. 

VoL. II. T 
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grew obfolete among the Helladians, and was no longer in- 
telligible: but was fora long time preferved in- *' Samothra*' 
cia, and ufed in their facred rites. 

♦' Diodorus Sic. L, 5. p. 322. 

C A » M U S. 

A lt FI O U G H l have faid fo much about Dionufus, 
Scfoftris, and other great travellers, I cannot quit the 
fubjcift till I have taken notice of Cadmus : for his expedi- 
tions, thoiigli not fo extenfive as fome, whichl h^ve been men- 
tioning, are yet efteeined of great confequence in the hifto- 
ries of ancient nations. The time of his arrival in Greece 
is looked up to as a fixed xra. : and many circumftancea in 
chronology are thereby determined. Fie is commoply re- 
puted to have been, a Phenician by birth ; the fon of Age- 
nor, who was the king of that country. Fie was lent by his 
father’s order in queft of his filler Europa and after wan- 
dering about a long time to little purpofe, he at laft fettled 
in Greece. In this country were many traditions concerning 
him; efpecially in Attica, and Boeotia. The particular fpot, 
where he is fuppofed to have taken up his refidence, was in 
the latter province at Tanagra upon the river Ifmenus. He 
afterwards built Thebes : and wherever he came, he intro- 
duced the religion of his country. This confided in the wor- 
fiiip of • Dionufus ; and in the rites, which by the later 

* AjyVTT'TfCV ^iOl>U<ICV 

‘Mvq^iePci €yyvp^jcc4 rs/.B'Tcci eM a^ero Nonnus. Dionuf. L. 4, p. 128. 

There will be found in feme circumftanccs a great rcfcmblance between 
Cadmus and Orpheus. 


Greeks 
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Greeks were termed the Dionufiaca, They feena to have 
been mucli the fame as the Cabyritic myfteries, which he is 
faid to have eftablifhed in Saniothracia. He fought with a 
miglity dragon ; whofe teeth he afterwards fowed, and pro- 
duced an army of men. To him Greece is fuppofed to have 
been indebted for the firftintrodudtionof * letters ; which are 
faiJ to have been the letters of his country Phenicia, and in 
number hxteen. He married Harmonia, the daughter of 
Mars and Venus : and his nuptials were graced with the 
prcfencc of all the Gods, and Goddefles ; each of whom con- 
ferred foroe gift upon the bride. He had feveral children ; 
among whom was a daughter Semelc, efteemed the mother 
of Bacchus. After having experienced great viciflitudes in 
life, he is faid to have retired with his wife Harmonia to the 
coaft of Illyria, where they were both changed to ferpents. 
He was fucceeded at Thebes by his fon Polydorus, the father 
of I.abdacus, the father of Laius. This laft was the hulband 
of jocafta, by whom lie had OEdipus. 

Bocliart with wonderful ingenuity, and equal learning, 
tries to folve the renigmas, under which this hiftory is re- 
prefented. He fuppofes Cadmus to have been a fugitive 
Canaanitc, who fled from the face of Joflaua : and that he 
was called Cadmus from being a Cadraonite, which is a fa- 

Ivjoi 01 <jvv Kcc^u^ ccTtK^of/.evoi^^Siayiyctyov J'li'cccncctAicc 

Tb,' LAA>jiflc<, xai Sti xcti jcaiJLixurccy tix ecrrcc TgiP Hcrod, L* 5, 

• C. 58. 

Litcras in Grcciam intulilTc c Plioenicc Cadmum, fedccim numcro. Pliny. 

L. 7. c, 56. 

T 2 inily 
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mily mentioned by Mofes. In like manner he imagines, 
that Harmonia had her name from mount Hcrmon, which 
was probably in the diftri<£l of the Cadmonites. The ftory of 
the dragon he deduces from the Hevaei, or Hivites ; the fame 
people as the Cadmonites. He proceeds afterwards with 
great addrefs to explain the reft of the fable, concerning the 
teeth of the dragon, which were fown ; and the armed men, 
which from thence arofe : and what he fays is in many par- 
ticulars attended with a great (hew of probability. Yet af- 
ter all his ingenious conjectures, I am obliged to diflent from 
him in fome points ; and particularly in one, which is of the 
greateft moment. I cannot be induced to think, that Cad- 
mus was, as Bochart reprefents him, a Phenician. Indeed 
I am perfuaded, that no fuch perfon exifted. If Cadmus 
brought letters from Phenicia, how came he to bring but 
lixteen ; when the people, from whom he imported them, 
had undoubtedly more, as we may infer from their neigh- 
bours ? And if they were the current letters of Greece, as 
Herodotus intimates; how came it to pafs, that the tablet 
of Alcmena, the wife of Amphitryon, the third in defeent 
from Cadmus, could not be underftood, as we are aflured 
by ’ Plutarch ? He fays, that in the reign of Agefilaus of 
Sparta, a written tablet was found in the tomb of Alcmena, 
to whom it was inferibed ; that the characters were obfolete, 
and unintelligible ; on which account they fent it to Conu- 
phis of Memphis in Egypt to be deciphered. If thefe cha- 
racters were Phenician, why were they fent to a prieft of a 

j Plutarch, De genio Socratis. Vol. i. P. 578. 
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different country for interpretation ? and why is their date, 
and antiquity defined by the reign of a king in Egypt ? 
* T«f rvTmg stm t»]? stti SjtcnAgyom y§a(A.{iocTiKrif, 

7he form of the letters was the fame^ as was in ufe^ when Pro^ 
teas reigned in that country. Herodotus indeed, to prove 
that the Cadmians brought letters into Greece, aflures us, 
that he faw fpecimens of their writing at Thebes in the 
temple of Apollo ’ Ifinenius : that there was a tripod as an- 
cient as the reign of Laius, the fon cf Labdacus ; with an 
infeription, which imported, that it had been there dedi- 
cated by Amphitryon upon his vidory over the Telebo®. 
I make no doubt, but that Herodotus faw tripods with an- 
cient inferiptions : and there might be one with the name 
of Amphitryon : but how could he be fure that it was the 
writing of that perfbn, and of thofe times ? We know what 
a pleafure there is in enhancing the antiquity of things ; and 
how often inferiptions are forged for that purpofe. Is it 
credible, that the charaders of Amphitryon fliould be fo 
cafy to be apprehended, when thofe of his wife Alcmena 
could not be underfiood ? and which of the two are vve in 
this cafe to believe, Herodotus, or Plutarch ? I do not mean 
that I give any credence to the ftory of Alcmena, and her 
tablet: nor do I believe, that there was a tripod with cha- 
raders as ancient as Amphitryon. I only argue from the 
principles of the Greeks, to prove their inconfiftency. The 

^ Plutarch above. 

^ 0{j,€v Sr] US TMv T^moScov €uriy^ocfJLiJi<t 

fA.'ocnflmey ecov cctto TnAtCocLCov. 

TavTK htumy ay an xxTa Aam tqv AaQSaxH. Herod. L. 5. c. 59. 

Pheneatae 
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Phtncatce in Arcadia flbewcd to Pauiaiiias an infcription 
upon the bafis of a brazen ftatwe, which was dedicated to 
‘ Pofeidon Hippius. It was faid to have been written by 
Ulyfles ; and contained a treaty made between him and fome 
fhepherds. But Paufaniag acknowledges, that it was an im^ 
pofition : for neither ftatues of htafs, nor ftatues of any fort, 
were in ufe at the time alluded to. 

It is faid of Cadmus, tliat he introduced the rites of ^ Bac- 
chus into Greece. But how is this poflible, if Bacchus was 
his defcendant, the fon of his daughter Semele? To remedy 
this, the latter mythologifts fuppofe, that there was a prior 
Bacchus, who was worfliiped by Cadmus. This is their 
ufual reeoqrfe, when they are hard prefled with inconfif- 
tencies. They then create other perfonages, to hdp them 
out of their difficulties. They form with great facility a 
new Semiramis, or Ninus ; another Belus, Perfeus, Minos, 
Hermes, Phoroncus, Apis, though to little purpofe : for the 
miftake being fundamental, the inconvcniencies cannot be 
remedied by fuch fubftitqtes. We are told, that Cadmus was 
a Phcniciatt : but Diodorus Siculus fpeaks of him as aflTuredly 
of Egypt ; and mentions moreover, that he was a native 
of the Thebais : * KaJ/tcor sa ©ijSwr onoL rum AiyvTrriuv. 
Phcrecydcs Syrus alfo, from whom moft of the mythology 

^ Paufanias. L. 8. p. 628. 

He is faid to have introduced ^toyucrtecmi't 

• Diodorus Sicul. L. i. p. 2o« 
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of Greece was borrowed, makes Cadaius an ’ Egyptian^ the 
fon of Agenor, and Argiope, who was the daughter of Ni- 
lus. By others he is faid to have been the fon of Antiope^ 
the daughter of Belus : confequcntly he muft originally have 
been of Babylonilh extradion. His father Agenor, from 
whom he is fuppofed to have been inftruded in the fciences> 
is reprefented by Nonnus as redding at Thebes. 

IlaT^/a dsTTSTtrii; o^yia, 

AiyvTmrig (Toprig jasTaraj-io?, rjfjLog Ayrivu^ 

MsfjLtpi^og svvxsTYig imTOfxzvXov uxss Srj^riv, 

Wc learn t?lie fame from the Scholiafl; upon Lycophron, 
who ftiles the king Ogugus. *' Kai 0 Q,yvyog ©»)6wy Aiyv7r~ 
7i(»}v YiV Jici<riXsvg, oSev 0 Ka^juLog vrct^yyvy £K$m sv 
rag 'ErrdTt^X«j sfirirs. Moreover Ogugus was kmg of Thebes 
in Egypt : of which country was Cadmus., who came into Greece, 
and built the city filed Heptapulce. It was from the fame par^ 
ol the world, that the myfteries were imported, in which Cad- 
mus is reprefented as fo knowing : and here it was, tliat he was 
taught hieroglyphics, and the other charaders, which are attri- 
buted to him. For he is faid to have been expert “ Xsi^og omr- 
Coxo^oio ya^ayfaara Aoja Thefe arts he carried 

9 Catlmum Fherccydes. L. iv. Hiftoriarum cx Agenore ct Argiope, Nili 
fluvii filiJ natam cfTc tradidlt. Natalis Comes. L. g. c. 23. p. 481, There arc 
various genealogies of this perfonage. A.Cvrj t>,c ETa?;a lhaftf'uvo; 

A-) xcti Ayniu^oi xut Ayru-xr.f iw, EhAh KacJ'fy.zs. Scholia Euripid. 
I’harnilT. V. 5. 

‘Vi )t' S( £r S' UTeii (puKr. A/Jiiwp J'f o rioaeiSuvof yccfjiet SyctiMi) tijv EuAj’ 

Ta-r J £ 0 uorra. ’puvii xat Uaicc, w tayii Aiyvirroc, xai MsAix, fit la-^ei Aa- 
ix-W (TfiTxma^i Aynm^ A^rjinv rnv N£(Aa ra Trorxf/M' xa Ss yivrtai 
Ka^fXyi. Apollon. Scholia. L. 3. v, 1185. 

•oDionufiac. L. 4. p. 126. 

•' V. 1206. The l»oct calls the Thebans of Bccotia, Clyjyy o-txptm Aim 
•’Nonnus. L. 4. p. 116. 

+ 
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firfl: to tlie coaft of Sidon, and Syria ; and from thence he is 
fuppofed to have brought them to Greece : for before he 
came to Hellas, he is faid to have reigned in conjundion 
with Phoenix, both at Sidon and Tyre. mi Ka(Jju.o^, 

oLTTo ©>i€wj/ roiv Aiymrim sig ritiv Xv^ixv Tv^s mi 

Xi^uvog s(^CL(riX£V<ra,v. Phoenix and Cadmus came from "Thebes 
in Egypt^ and reigned at Tyre and Sidon. 

Thus I have taken pains to fliew, that Cadmus was not, 
as has been generally thought, a Phenician. My next endea- 
vour will be to prove that no fuch perfon exifted. If we 
confider the whole hiftory of this celebrated hero, we fhall 
find, that it was impoflible for one perfon to have efFeded 
what he is fuppofed to have performed. His expeditions 
were various and wonderful ; and fuch as in thofe early times 
would not have been attempted, nor could ever have been 
compleated. The Helladians lay little more, than that he * 
built Thebes, and brought letters into Greece ; that he flew 
a dragon, from the teeth of which being fowed in the ground 
there arofe an army of earthborn men. The writers of other 
countries aftbrd us a more extenflve account : among the 
principal of which are to be efteemed Herodotus, Diodorus, 
Strabo, and Paufanias. Some of them had their doubts 
about the reality of this adventurer : and from the hiftory, 
which they have tranfmitted, we may fafely infer, that no 
fuch perfon exifted, as has been deftribed under the charac- 
ter of Cadmus. 

He is faid to have failed firft to ** Phenicia and Cyprus ; 

** Eufeb. Chron. P. 27. and Syncellus. P. 152. 

See Paufan. L, 9. p. 734. 

fpoivi^ xoti Kec'f ct'To 0/j^’cyi' TOk'V Ai')V7nta)v sis tYiV ^voictv 

xtA. Eufeb. Chron. P. 27. 

2 and 
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and afterwards to “ Rhodes. Here he inftrudted the people in 
the religion which he profelTed ; and founded a temple at 
Lindus, where he appointed an order of priefts. He did 
the fame at Thera, and afterwards was at '* Thafus ; and 
proceeding in his travels partook of the Cabiritic myfteries 
in ’’ Samothracia. He viflted Ionia, and all the coaft up- 
wards to the Hellefpont and Propontis. He was at Leibos, 
which he named ” Ifla ; where fome of his pofterity were 
to be found long after. He was alfo at Anaphe, one of the 
Sporades ; which ifland was denominated Membliaros from 
one of his followers. Mention is made of his being upon 
the ’’ Hellefpont, and in Thrace. Here he refided, and 
found out a mine of *♦ gold, having before found one of cop- 
per in Cyprus. Hence he is faid to have procured great 
wealth. 'Ojfi ttAhto? km to nayycuon 

c§og. We hear of him afterwards in Euboea ; where there 

Diodorus Sic. L. 5. p, 329, 

” Hcrod. L. 4. C. 147. 

Conon apud Phocium. P. 443. and Scholia Dionyfii. V. 517, Ei^e 
itooi' i ©gctos, viro rojv avTcov ^oiPiK^y oi TrAgucrctms xctTcc 

rm Eo^ofTnis tup &(xa‘oy eKTicrap, 

Diodorus Sic. L, 5, p. 323, 

” Nonnus. L. 3. p. 86. Prienc in Ionia called Cadmia. Strabo. L. 14. 
P- 943- 

** Lycophron. V. 219. 

»» Steph. Byzant. 

*3 Nonnus. P. 86. 

. *♦ Auri mctalla ct conflaturam Cadmus Phoenix (invenit) ad Pangeum mon- 
tem. Plin. L. 7. c. 56. K«<r>to{, xai T«Af^«<ra« fy 0 mh*i x«Taix»o-«y. Apol- 
lodorus. L. 3. p. I JO. 

Plin. L. 34, c. la Hygin. F. 274. 

Strabo. L. 14. p. 558. 

Strabo. L. 10. p. 685. 

VoL. II. U 
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are to be found innumerable traces of him, and his follow- 
ers. He was likewife at ** Sparta, as we may infer from the 
Heroiim eredled to him by Eurotas, and his brethren, the 
fons of Hurffius. He muft have refided a great while in 
Attica ; for there were many edifices about Athens attri- 
buted to him. He fettled at Tanagra in Boeotia.; where he 
loft all his companions, who were flain by aj dragon. He 
afterwards built Thebes. Here he was king ; and is laid to 
have reigned fixty-two years. But as if his wanderings 
were never to be terminated, he leaves his newly founded 
city, and goes to Illyria. Here we find him .again in re- 
gal ftate. Bacr/Asygi KaifJLog Tm He reigns over 

the country which receives its name from his fon. lAAv- 
^ict — OLTCQ lAAy^ia ra. K<x.ifJU)yoi Troaibi. Now whoever is 
truly acquainted with antiquity, muft know, that in the 
times here fpoken of little correfpondence was maintained 
between nation and nation. Depredations were very fre- 
quent ; and every little maritime power was in a ftate of 
piracy : fo that navigation was attended with great peril. 
It is not therefore to be believed, that a perfon fliould fo of- 
ten rove upon the leas amid fuch variety of nations, and re- 
fide among them at his pleafure : much lefs that he ftiould 
build temples, found cities, and introduce his religion, where- 
cver he lifted ; and this too in fuch tranfient vifits. Befides, 

** Paufanias. L. 3. p. 245. 

*9 Herodotus.. L., 5. c. 6i, 

Cedrenus. P. 23. 

** Apollodorus. L. 3. p* 143, Paufan, L. 9* p. 719, 

Stephanus Byzantln* 

33 Thucydid. L. i. c. 5,6. 
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according to the Egyptian accounts, the chief of his adven- 
ures were in Libya. He married Harmonia at the lake 
Tritonis ; and is faid to have founded in that part' of the 
world no lefs than an hundred cities : 

KaJjUoj a^8^ct 

Aa-jUijcaf TToKim ixoLTovTOL^ot. 

Some of thefe cities fcem to have been fituatcd far weft in 
the remoter parts of Africa. 

Ka» Ai&sj g-^ctrowTo ttol^ xXifJia ya/»i?, 

Ayy;u'£?'J) movTSf AKny.ovog agea, Kadjua. 

Carthage itf^lf was of old called Cadmeia : fo that he may 
be ranked among the founders of that city. Ka^p^jldwi', 
MifiT^oTToXi; Ai^vyjg — sxaAsno ds Kouvn TroMy xxi Kx^fxeix. 
He is mentioned by Moles Chorenenlis to have fettled in 
Armenia, where there was a regio Cadmeia not far from 
Colchis. He reigned here; and is faid to have been of the giant 
race, and to ha\'e come from ” Babylonia. And as the city 
Carthage in Libya was called Cadmeia, fo in this region 

rio^rat 

Apfxovr/i ' 7 STxof?i,iKT 0 jof a} 7 nii aAwTJfC Nonnus. L, p» 372* 

Diodorus Hiys that he married her in Samothracia. L. 5, p. -22?. 

Nonnus. L. 13, p. 372. 

Nonnus. L. 13. p. 370. 

’^StephanusByzant. The Carthaginians are by Silius Italicus Riled Cadme- 
ans. 


Sacri cum perfida pafti 

Gens Cadmea fuper regno certamina movit. I., i. v. 5. 

5 * L. I. c. 9, 10. p. 26. L. a. c. 4. p. By. 

39 Mofcs Choren. L. i. c. 9. p. 26. There was a city Cadmea 

K«J',i>f.aexTi<r6»xa<2</x£i KiAiXict. Eufebii Chron. P 30 1 2 , 

U 2 
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Cadmeia there was a city Carthage : ‘ Ko^JlcTwp Z9?ite 

Such arc the expeditions of Cadmus. But is it credible 
that any perlbn could have penetrated into the various re- 
gions, whither he is luppofed to have gone ? to have founded 
colonies in Phcnicia, Cyprus, Rhodes, Thera, Thafus, Ana- 
phe, Samothracia ? to have twice vilited the Hellefpont ? to 
have worked the mines in the Pangean mountains, and in 
other places ? to have made fettlements in Euboea, At- 
tica, Boeotia, and Illyria ? and, above all, to have had fuch 
territories in Afric ? He is reprefented as heir to the king- 
dom of Egypt : this he quitted, and obtained a kingdom in 
Phenicia. He leaves this too ; and after much wandering ar- 
rives in Greece ; where he founds feveral cities and reigns fixty- 
two years. After this, hard to conceive ! he is made king in 
Illyria. He muft alfo have reigned in Afric ; and his domi- 
nions feem to have been conliderable, as he founded an hun- 
dred cities. He is reprefented as a king in Armenia ; and 
had there too no fmall territory. Sure kingdoms in thole 
times muft have been very cheap, if they were fo ealily at- 
tainable. But the whole is certainly a miftake j at leaft in 
refpeft to Cadmus, No perfon could polUbly have effected 

what 

Stephanus Byzant. Some think that this is a miftake for Kct^^)i<P(icy, 
Chalcedon. But Chalcedon was not in Armenia, nor in its vicinity. 

‘•’Cadmus was coeval with Dardanus. He was in Samothracc before the 
foundation of Troy. Diodorus Sicul. L. 5. p. 323. Yet he is faid to be con- 
temporary with the Argonauts: Clemens Alexaftdrinus Strom. L. i. p. 382. 
and poftcrior to Tirefias, who was in the time of Epigonoi. Yet Tirefias is 
faid to have propheficd of Cadmus, and his offspring. 
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what is attributed to him. They were not the atchievements 
of one perfon, nor of one age. And place Cadmus at any 
given aera, and arrange his hiftory, as may appear moft plau- 
lible ; yet there will arife numberlefs inconhftencies from the 
connexions he muft have in refped to time, place, and peo* 
pic; fuch as no art nor diipofition can remedy. 

It may be afked, if there were no fuch man as Cadmus, 
what did the ancients allude to under this charader ? and 
what is the true purport of thefe hiftories ? The travels of 
Cadmus, like the expeditions of Perfeus, Sefoftris, and Ofi- 
ris, relate to colonies, which at different times went abroad, 
and were diftinguilhed by this title. But what was the 
work of many, and performed at various feafons; has been 
attributed to one perfon. Cadmus was one of the names of 
Ofiris, tlic chief Deity of Egypt. Both Europa, and Har- 
monia are of the like nature. They were titles of the 
Deity ; but affumed by colonies, who went out, and fettled 
under thefe denominations. The native Egyptians feldom 
left their country, but by force. This neceffity however did 
occur : for Egypt at times underwent great revolutions. 
It was likewife in fomc parts inhabited by people of a diffe- 

TToAAa /g Ka/ftw 
xat /JifyaAoi$ t^e^ac 

Callimachi Lavacra Palladis. V. 125. 

The fon of Cadmus is fuppofed to have lived at the time of the Trojan war : 
Lycophron. V. 217. and Scholia. His daughter Semclc is faid to have been 
nxtecn hundred years before Herodotus, by that writer’s own account. L. 2. 
c. 145. She was at this rate prior to the foundation of Argos j and many cen- 
turies before her father; near a thoufand years before her brother. 

See Excerpta ex Diodori. L> xl. apud Photium. P. 1 152, concerning the 
different nations in Egypt, and of their migrations from that country. 


rent 
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rent cafl : ; particularly by the fons of Chus. Thefe were 
obliged to retire : in confequence of which they fpread them- 
felvcs over various parts of the earth. All, who embarked 
under the fame name, or title, were in after times fuppofed 
to have been under the fame leader : and to him was attri- 
buted the honour of every thing performed. And as eo- 
lonies of the fame denomination went to parts of the world 
widely diftant ; their ideal chieftain, whether Cadmus, or 
Bacchus, or Hercules, was fuppofed to have traverfed the 
fame ground ; and the atchievements of different ages were 
conferred upon a fancied hero of a day. This has been the 
caufc of great inconfiftency throughout the mythology of 
the ancients. T o this they added largely, by being fo lavifh 
of titles, out of reverence to their gods. Wherever they 
came they built temples to them, and cities, under various 
denominations ; all which were taken from fome fuppofed 
attribute. Thefe titles and attributes, though they belonged 
originally to one God, the Sun ; yet being manifold, and 
mifapplied, gave rife to a multitude of Deities, whofe a;ra 
never could be fettled, nor their hiftory rendered confiftent. 
Cadmus was one of thefe. He was the fame as Hermes of 
Tgypt, called alfo Thoth, Athoth, and Canathoth: and was 

^3 Diana fays to her father Jupiter, 

aicoitcy^ 

Kcct TToAusoi'ti^iTjj'. Callim* H. in Dianam. v. 6. 
rictricc^ i'T aiO^coTT'di eyreiY} TToAuwvfJLOi Homer, H. in Apoll. V. 82. 

uiv xbx. etvojvutjLOS 

Gfa KuTTfti. Eurip. Hippolytus. V. i. 

The Egyptain Deities had many titles. 

ISIDI. MYRIONYMiE. Gruter. Ixxxiii. n. u. 


fuppofed 
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fuppofed to have been the inventer of letters. He was Ibme- 
times ftilcd Cadmilus, another name for Hermes; under 
which he was worfliipcd in Samothracia, and Hetriiria. Ly- 
cophron fpeaking of the prophet Prulis in Lefbos tells us, 
that he was the fon of Cadmus, and of the race of Atlas. 
And he was the pcrlbn, who was fuppofed to give informa- 
tion to the Greeks, when they were upon their expedition 
towards Troy. 

'Qg [Jin <rs Koi^fjiog utpsX' sv 
l<T<rn <pvTev<roLi ^v(r[jiemv ira^ny^'^W* 

They are the words of Caflandra : upon which the Scho- 
liaft obferves ; Yl^vKig, mg T8 xern nTot 

’Ef[i8 ; Prulis of Lefbos was the fon of Cadmilus^ or Cadmus ^ 
the fame' as Hermes, And afterwards he mentions, Koi^- 
[xog, nTOi E^[Mni, Cadmus^ who is the fame as Hermes, In 
another place he takes notice, that the name of Hermes 
among the Hetrurians was Cadmilus ; and it has been 
fhewn, that Cadmilus, and Cadmus, are the fame. To clofe 
the whole, we have this farther evidence from Phavbrinus, 
that Cadmus was certainly an epithet or title of Hermes, 

Ka^fiog, ov xvpov [lovov, oAAa xou sindsTov. 

Harmonia, the wife of Cadmus, who has been efteemed a 
mere woman, feems to have been an emblem of nature, and 
the foftering nurfe of all things. She is from hence ftiled 

♦♦ Lycophron. V. 219. 

^'Scholia, ibid. 

Lycophron. Schol. V, 162. 

Vetus Auftor apud Phavorijium.. 
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** TCLvr^otpog 'A^^ovta. And when Venus is reprefented in 
the allegory as making her a vifit, flie is faid to go Big ib- 
fxop A^fj,ovtctg ?r(ifXf/,rfro^ogf to the houfe of the all-produSiwe 
parent. In fome of the Orphic verfes £he is reprefented not 
only as a Deity, but as the light of the world. 

'Agfioviri, xorfjLoio (pasTtpo^g, xxi <rops Axi/xov, 
Harmonia was fuppofed to have been a perfonage, from 
whom all knowledge was derived. On this account the 
books of fcience were ililed xv§^ixg 'A^fxopixgj the books 
of Harmonia, as well as the books of Hermes. Thefe were 
four in number, of which Nonnus gives a curious account, 
and lays, that they contained matter of wonderful antiquity. 
Eip m de<r<f)XTx Tcctnx, 7rs7r§u)(jt£px xoTfjiia 
H^uToyopoio ^apYjTog 6wiy^x(pB {xotprizoT^og y(pi§. 

The firft of them is faid to have been coeval with the 
world. 

TL^unriP xv§^ip ottoottsp xre^fjLOPog joA-wa xoTfJLfSy 
Eip spi xxPTx <ps§H(rxVy o<ra trxi^ZTB'^og Opioop 
Hyyo'gv. 

From hence we find, that Hermon, or Harmonia, was a 

•*’ Nonnus. L. 41. p. 1070. Harmonia, by theScholiaft upon Apollonius, 
is ftilcd Naif. L. 2. V. 992. The marriage of Cadmus and Harmonia 

is faid to be only a parody of the marriage of Pclcus and Thetis. Diodorus. 
L. 5- P* 323* 

Nonnus. L. 41. p. 1068. 

*• Oraculum Apollinis Sminthei apud Ls^ntium. D. I. L. i.c. 8 . p. 32. 
She is ftiled the mother of the Amazon*. Sieph. Byzant. Ak/mvicc. 

5> Nonnus. L. 12. p. 328. 

5 * Ibid. 

*3 Ibid. 


Deity, 
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Deity, to whom the firft writing is afcribed. The 
fame is faid of Hermes. Xsysra/ Ssm £» Aiyvrr^ 

y^afXfJLXTOL TT^wTog sv^eiv. The invention is alfo attributed to 
Taut, or Thoth. U^mog s^i Tuxvrog, 0 wv y^x'xfxxrm 
rr,v ev^£<ny STrivonrxg, — ov Aiyvjnoi fJLev sKxh£oxv 0 wy^, 
AKs^xvS^Big (Jfi &cio$f E^j(x>]y Js EAAijvsj ^st£^^x<txv , Cadmus 
is faid not only to have brought letters into Greece, but to 
liave been the inventor of them : from whence we may 
fairly conclude, that under the charadters of Hermon, Her- 
mes, Taut, Thoth, and Cadmus, one perfon is alluded to. 
The Deity called by the Greeks Harmonia was introduced 
among the Canaanites very early by people from Egypt: 
aiul was worlhiped in Sidon, and the adjacent country by 
the name of Baal Hermon. 

Europa likewife was a Deity ; according to Lucian the 
fame as Aftarte, who was worlhiped at Hierapolis in Syria. He 
vifted the temple, and had this information from the priefts: 

w? Jg Tig rm 'l^swv aTniysro, Ev^wTrng m (to ayaAjaa) 
Tr,g KaJjU.8 adeA^sj)?. He is fpeaking of the ftatue in the tem- 
ple, which. the priefts told him belonged to a Goddefs, the 
fame as Europa, the lifter of Cadmus. She was alfo efteemed 
the fame as Rhea ; which Rhea we know was the reputed 
mother of thdPgods, and particularly the mother of Jupiter. 


Plutarch. Sympos. L. 9. Quaeft. 13. p. 73 ®* 

” Philo apud Eufeb. P. E. L. i. p. 31. 

’* Judges. C. 3. V. 3. JHermon was particularly worlhiped about Libanus, 
and Antilibanus, where was the country of the Cadmonites, and Syrian Hi- 
vites. 

” Lucian dc Syria Dea. P. 6 . 


VoL, II. 



X 
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^4 

** E/ olv 'VeiOL rsm vciiict K^ovui sv pMrm* 

Pindar fpeaks of Europa, as the ** daughter of Tityus ; and 
by Herodotus (he is made the mother of Sarpedon and 
Minos. 

I have mentioned, that Cadmus was the fame as the Egyp- 
tian Thoth ; and it is manifeft from his being Hermes, and 
from the invention of letters being attributed to him. Simi- 
lar to the account given of Cadmus is the hiftory of a per- 
Ibnage called by the Greeks Caanthus ; this hiftory contains 
an epitome of the voyage undertaken by Cadmus, though 
with fome fmall variation, Caanthus is laid to have been 
the fon of Oceanus ; which in the language of Egypt is the 
fame as the fon of Ogus, and Oguges j a different name for 
the fame perfon, Ogus, and with the reduplication Ogu- 
gus, was the fame as Ogyges, in whole time the flood was 
fuppofed to have happened. Ogyges is reprefented both as 
a king of Thebes in Egypt, and of Thebes in Boeotia ; and 
in his time Cadmus is faid to have left the former country, 
and to have come to the latter, being fent in queft of his 
After Europa by his father. Caanthus was fent'^by his fa- 
ther with a like commilAon. His After Melia had been ftolen 
away ; and he was ordered to learch every country, till he 
found her. He accordingly traverfed many feft, and at laft 
landed in Greece, and palled into Boeotia. Here he found, 
that his After was detained by Appllo in the grove of Ifme- 

Apud Produtn in Tima:uffi. P. 121. See Orpheus. Fragm. P. 403. 

” Pyth. Ode 4. p. 237. 

“Herodotus. L. i.c. 173. 

Og, Ogus, Ogenus, Ogugus, Clyvyrn, sr/Zaei, all relate to the ocean: 

3 nus. 
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nus. There was a fountain of the (anfie name nfear the 
grove, which was guarded by a dragon. Caanthus is faid to 
have caft fire into this facred rccefs ; on which account he 
was flain by Apollo. His ra^of, or tomb, was in after 
times fhewn by the Thebans. We may perceive, that the 
main part of this relation agrees with that of Cadmus. Me- 
lie, the fifter of Caanthus, is by fonie fpoken of as the mo- 
ther of Europa : which fhews, that there is a correlpon- 
dence between the two hiftories. The perfon alfo, who 
fent thefe two adventurers,' the fifter, of whom they went in 
queft, and the precife place, to which they both came, exhi- 
bit a feries of circumftances fo fimilar, that we need not 
doubt, but that it is one and the fame hiftory. It is faid, 
that Caanthus threw fire into the facred grove; which le- 
. gend, however mifconftrued, relates to the firft eftablifli- 
ment of fire-worlhip at Thebes in the grove of Apollo If- 
monius. The term Ifmenius is compounded of Is-Men^ 


AiwTrcw J's T« Icr/yenti tvv x^hvhiv iS oi; acv, wriicc Acfj,’? (p/xcrii’ leoccv eiycti, xxi 
tT^aJtoi'Ta vTTo ry Arecui £7ri7STct;i'9txt (pvAaxa. t» yr^of rain^ t«^os 

*r‘ Kaati 6u Mt'Aixs S'e aJ'eAfoi', xeuO.xfa.iy yra.tJ'a uvai Kaaybov Aeyyaty.<raAm'at 
J( v-To Ta Txr^oi ^nrmcrxvra ^iraaixitwrw affXif/ttr jctA. Paufan. L. g. p. 730. 

J Dicitur Europa fuifle Agcnoris Phoenicum Regis, ct Melis Nymphje. 
filia. Natalis Comes. L. 8. p. 481. 


So Phlegyas was faid to have fired the temple of Apollo at Delphi, Eufeb, 
Chron. P. a;. Apud Delphos templum Apollinis incendit Phlegyas. Lutatius 
Placidus upon Statius. Thcbaid. L. i.v.703. But Phlegyas was the Deity of 
fire, prior to Apollo and his temple. Apollo is faid to h.ave married Co- 
roms the daughter of Phlegyas. Hyginus. F. .61. and by her he had a fon 
Dclphus, from whom Delphi had its name. ibid. See Paufan. L. 10. p 811 
The mythologifts have made Apollo flay Caanthus: but Caanthus, Cunthus,’ 
Cuna?thus, were all titles of the fame Deity called Chan-Thoth in Egypt 

X 2 


Ignis 
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ignis Mentis, Meen, Menes, Manes, was one of the moft 
ancient titles of the Egyptian God Ofiris, the fame as 
Apollo, and Caanthus. What has been mentioned about 
Cadmus and Caanthus is repeated under the character of a 
perfon named Curnus ; who is faid to have been fent by his 
father Inachus in fearch of his lifter lo. Inachiis, Oceanus, 
Ogugus, and Agenor, are all the fame perlbnages under dif- 
ferent names j and the hiftories are all the fame. 

That Cadmus was of old efteemed a Deity may be far- 
ther proved from his being worftiiped at Gortyna in Crete, 
as we learn from Solinus., lidem Gortynii .et Cadmum 
colunt, Europae fratrem. He had moreover an Heroum at 
Sparta, which was ere<fted by people ftiled the fons of Hu- 
raeus. We learn from Palaephatus, that according to fome 
of the ancient mythologifts, Cadmus was the perfon, who 
flew the ferpent ** at Lerna. And according to Nonnus he 
contended with the giant Typhasus, and reftored to Jupiter 
his loft thunder. By this is meant, that he renewed the 
rites, and worfhip of the Deity, which had been aboliftied. 
Thefe arc circumftances, which fufficiently fhew, that Cad- 
mus was a different perfonage, from what he is generally 
imagined. There was a hill in Phrygia of his name, and 
probably facred to him ; in which were the fountains of the 
river Lycus. There was alfo a river Cadmus, which role 

^5 Diodorus Siculus. L. 5. p. 331. 

Solinus. L. 1 7 
Paufanias. L. 3. p. 245. 

48 Palitphatus. P. 22. 

«9 Dionyfiaca. L. i. p. 42. L. i. p. 38. 

■* Strabo. L. 12. p. 867. 
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in the fame mountain, and was loft underground. It foon 
afterwards burft forth again, and joined the principal ftream. 
Mountains and rivers were not denominated from ordinary 
pcrlbnages. In ftiort Cadmus was the fame as Hermes, 
Thoth, and Ollris : under which charadlers more than one 
perfon is alluded to : tor all theology of the ancients is of a 
mixed nature. He may principally be efteemed Ham, who 
by liiS j)o(LTity was looked up to as the Sun, and worftiipcd 
under his titles ; a circumftance however, which was common 
to all, who were ftilcd Baalim. That he was the fame as Hana 
will appear- fiom the etymology of his name. 1 have before 
(hewn that the Sun was ftiled ” Achad, Achon, and Achor ; 
and the name, of which we are treating, is a compound of 
Achad-Ham, rendered by the Greeks Acadamus and Acslt- 
demus, and contraded Cadmus. Many learned men have 
thought, that the place at Athens called Academia was 
loiindcd by Cadmus, and denominated from him : and of 
the latter circumftance I make n(^ doubt. Ab hoc Cadmo 
Eruditi Academiam, quafi Cadmiam deducunt : quo nomine 
indigitari locum mufis ftudiifque facratum notiflimum eft. 
d he true name of Cadmus according to this fuppolltion 
muft have been, as I have reprefented, Acadamus ; or as 

” Sic Radical. P. 76. 

Places facred to the Sun had the name of Achad, and Achor. Nifibis was 
lb called. In Achor ^ qu>e eft Ni/tbts. Ephrjemus Syrus. El in Achad., qua nunc 
Aicitur Ntftbus. Hieron. See Gcograph. Hebraeor. Extera. P. 227. of the learned 
Mlchaelis. 

The Deity, called Achor, and Achad, feems to be alluded to by Ifaiah. c. 6j. 

V. 10. and c. 66, v. 17. Achad well known in Syria: Selden de Diis Syris, 
c. 6. p. 105. 

HoKman— Academia. Hornius. Hift. Philof. L. 7. 


the 
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the lonians cxprefled it Acadeinus, to have Academia formed 
from it. Herodotus informs us, that, when the Cadmians 
came to Attica, they introduced a new fyftem of Archi- 
tedure ; and built temples in a ftyle quite different from that, 
to which the natives had been ufed. And he delcribes 
thefe buildings as ereded at Ibme diftance from thofe of the 
country. This was the fituation of the place called Aca- 
demia, which ftood at the diftance of a few furlongs from 
Athens. It was a place of exercife, and fcience ; and by 
all accounts finely difpofed ; being planted with variety of 
trees, but particularly Olives, called here fMo^Jat) Morise. 
There were likewife fprings, and baths for the convenience 
of thofe, who here took their exercife. The tradition among 
the Athenians was, that one Ecademus, or Academus, 
founded it in ancient times ; from whom it received its 
name. Laertius ftiles him the hero Ecademus: Atto Tivo; 

wvo^acr^j) Exa(J»)^8. And Suidas to the fame purpole: 
Atto ExaJi]f48 tivoj SvOfJLOLirQsv. But Eupolis, the comic 
writer, who was far prior, fpeaks of him as a Deity; ^^Ev sv(TKioig 

Kcci (r(pi 6CJ-4 €if A^nyyiari iS'Qvjj.eyoc^ roov ovS'sv roiai Ts^oittokti 
i'atioi(r$j aMac le xe^co^icrfAevcc nrcav xoct cT?; A^ctum 

*Igov rr€xoii o^yicc, Hcrod, L, 5* c. 

Paufanias, L. i. p. 71. 

Diog. Laertius. L. 3. § 6 , Hornius fays. Academia a Cadmo nomen ac- 
cepit, non ab Ecademo. L. 7. c. 3. but Ecademus, and Cadmus, were undoubt- 
edly the fame perfon, Harpocration thinks that it took its name from the per- 
fon, who fir ft confecrated it, Atto t8 Axof J^w/xa. 

H jjjBv Axaf aTTo H^ooos Ttvoi AxaSnjJM xTieravToJ rov totok. Ulpian 
upon Demofthem. contra Timocratem. 

Eupolis Comicus ; tv A<rsortuTots apud Laertium in Viti Platonis- 

L, ^ 7. 
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^^vfiomv Akcl^i^(M ©£«. The trees, which grew within the 
precin<fts, were looked upon as very facred, ovrus 
and the place itlelf in ancient times was of fo great landlity, 
that it was a profanation to laugh there ; Tf^oTs^ov sv Axob* 
y£?<a.<rcti e^aTiav bivoli. 

The Ceramicus at Athens had the fame name j andlfwas 
undoubtedly given from the lame perlbnage. AK 0 L^t]^i(x,» 
xoAe/rai h aVw? 0 Ks^ufAiKOi. Hefych, The common no- 
tion was, that it was denominated from the hero *°Ceramus,. 
the foil of Dionufus. This arofe from the common mif- 
take j by which tlie }>]acc was put for the perfon, to whom 
it was facred, and whofe name it bore. Ham was the fup- 
pofed hero r and Ceramus was Cer-Kam, the tower or tem- 
ple of Hath, which gave name to the inclofure. This abufe 
. of terms is no where more apparent than in an inferiptionu 
mentioned by Gruter; where there is a mixed title of the 
Deity formed from his place of worlhip. 

*' Makes Hifpanis. 

MARTI C I R *A D I N O 
TEMPLUM COMMUNI VOTa 
E R E C T U M. 

Cir-Adon was the temple of Adon, or Adonis 5 the Amoniaa- 
title of the chief God. In like manner near mount Laphyf. 

’• Hi- yy yJ^x.vxalW xto xutov J't wxv clt ovtw U^xi EAcwat 

'tri 0W, ai xxXowTxt Schol. upon Ariftoph. Nf?i«Aa/. V. looi. 

./Elun. Var. Hift. L. 3, c. 35. 

**Tc St 0 Kffc<M/xosTo ,j.(v orc(*x xto Aiowxou rf 

fiiat xai A^iaS m. Paufan. L. i. p. 8. 

•'Gruter. Inlcrip. P. 57. n. 13, 
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tium in Boeotia the God ** Charops was worftiiped, and ftiled 
Hercules Charops. But Char- Ops, or Char-Opis, fignified 
tl.e temple of the ferpent Deity : and was undoubtedly built 
of old by the people named Charopians, and Cyclopians j 
who were no other than the ancient Cadmians. Ceramicus 
was An Egyptian name ; and one of the gates or towers of 
the gates at Naucratis in that country was fo called. It 
was alfo the name of an harbour in Caria, probably deno- 
minated from fome building at the entrance. 

I may pofTibly be thought to proceed too far in abridging 
hiftory of fo many heroic perfonages, upon w.hofe names 
antiquity has impreffed a reverence; and whofe mighty ac- 
tions have never been difputed. For though the drefs and 
colouring may have been thought the work of fancy, yet 
the fubftance of their hiftory has been looked upon as unde- 
niably true. To which I anfwer, that it was undoubtedly 
founded in truth : and the only way to afeertain what is ge- 
nuine, muft be by dripping hiftory of this unnatural veil, 
with which it has been obfeured ; and to reduce the whole 
to its original appearance. This may be efFeded upon the 
principles, which I have laid down ; for if inftead of Per- 
feus, or Hercules, we fubftitute bodies of men, who went 
under fuch titles, the hiftory will be rendered very probable, 
and confident. If inftead of one perfon Cadmus traverfing 
fo much ground, and introducing the rites of his country at 
Rhodes, Samos, Thera, Thafus, Samothrace, and build- 

•‘Paiifan. L. 9. p. 779. 

•» Athenseus. L. 1 1. p. 480. 

•♦Pliny. L.5. c . 29. 
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ing fo many cities in Libya, we fuppole thefc things to have 
been done by colonies, who were ftiled Cadmians, all will 
be very right, and the credibility of the hiftory not difputed. 
Many difficulties may by thefe means be folved, which can- 
not otherwife be explained : and great light will be thrown 
upon the mythology of the ancients. 

The ftory then of Cadmus, and Europa, relates to peo- 
ple from Egypt, and Syria, who went abroad at different 
times, and fettled in various parts. They are faid to have 
been determined in their place of reficlcnce by an ox, or cow: 
by which this only is meant, that they were direded by an 
oraele : for without fuch previous inquiry no colonics went 
abroad. An oracle by the Amonians was termed Alphi, 
and AlphT, the voice of God. In Egypt the principal ora- 
cular temples were thofe of the facred animals Apis and 
Miicuis. Thefc animals were highly reverenced at Helio- 
polis, and Memphis, and in other cities of that country. 
J hey were of the male kind j but the honours were not con- 
fined to them ; for the cow, and heifer were held in the 
like veneration, and they were cftccmed equally prophetic. 
Ilcncc it was, that they were in common with the Apis and 
Mneuis flilcd Alphi, and Alpha ; whicli name was likewife 
current among the Syrians, and Sidonians. In confequence 
of this, Plutarch, fpcaking of the letter Alplia, fays, <^om- 
y.xg HTU kccKsiv tov Bar. rtbe Phenkhms call an ox Alpha. 

'' IMiUjrch. Sympof. L. ix. c. 3. p. 73S. Alpha likewife fignified a leader: 
but I laiag'.ne, tlui this was a fecondary fenfe of the word. As Alpha was a 
Kadiuu later in the alphabet, it was conferred as a title upon any perfon who 
took tilt, lead, and Rood foreinoR upon any cmeroency 

VoL. II. Y 


And 
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And Hefychius fpeaks to the fame purpofe. AX<poLy 
Thus we find that Alpha was both an oracle, and an ora- 
cular animal. The Grecians took it in the latter accepta- 
tion ; and inftead of laying that the Cadmians adled in obe- 
dience to an oracle, they gave out, that Cadmus followed a 
cow. What is alluded to in the animal, which was fup- 
pofed to have been his guide, may be known by the defcrip- 
tion given of it by Paufanias ; Etti (Js skcits^ols ty}? ^oog 
(Trii^siov sTeivcn ?^£vkov, simT^BVov kvkX(M t»]? XsXYiVYig, 
72)erewas a white mark oft each fide of the cow like the figure 
ofthe moon. The poet quoted by the Scholiaft upon Arifto- 
phanes fpeaks to the fame purpofe. IKamkoy emrs^^s 
rs^iTrT^oKoVy mre This is an exa<5t defcription of the 

*’ Apis, and other facred kine in Egypt: and the'hiftory re- 
lates to an oracle given to the Cadmians in that country. 
This the Grecians have reprefented, as if Cadmus had been 
conduded by a cow : the term Alphi, and Alpha, being lia- 
ble to be taken in either of thefe acceptations. Nonnus 
fpeaks of Cadmus as bringing the rites of Dionuflis, and 
Ofiris^ from Egypt to Greece : and defcribes him according 
to the common notion as going in queft of a bull, and as be- 
ing determined in his place of refidence by a cow. Yet 

Paufan. L. 9, p. 735, 

^7 Scholia in Ariftoph. Boct^ux* V, 1256. 

** Hcrodot. L, 3. c. 28. 

Ai'^v'TTiB ^tciuay 

Evicc (^onyiTrifci OatoiSo^ O^yia (fotivcoy. L. 4. p. 126. 

naTficToc oL^v 7r:^Ai(raov tTocivfJLoyy Treaya-oc 

Evi'imi kv Totfa Cus, Nonnus, L. 4, p. 130. 

ht 
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he afterwards feems to allude to the true purport of the hif- 
tory j and fays, that the animal fpoken of was of a na- 
ture very different from that, which was imagined : that it 
was not one of the herd, but of divine original. 

Kot^/xs fjLccTKV T£^i<poiTSt 7roAv7r?^mv 

Mas'svsii Tivct Tav^oVf o» a Sosij tsxs ^ 

Under the charader of Europa are to be underftood peo- 
ple ftiled Europians from their particular mode of wbrfhip. 
The firft variation from the purer Zabaifm confifted in the 
Ophiolatreia, or worfhip of the ferpent. This innovation 
fpread wonderfully ; fo that the chief Deity of the Gentile 
world was almoft univerfally worfhiped under this fymbo- 
lical rcpiefentation. The ferpent among the Amonians 
was ftiled * Oph, Eph, and Ope : by the Greeks exprefled 
O^i?, On;, Ovns : which terms were continually com- 
bined with the different titles of the Deity. This worfhip 
prevailed in Babylonia, Egypt, and Syria : from which coun- 
tries it was brought by the Cadmians into Greece. Serpentis 
cam venerationem acceperunt Grasci a Cadmo. Volhus. 
It made a part in all their myfteries ; and was attended 
with fome wonderful circumftances : of which I have before 
made feme mention in the treatife de Ophiolatria. Colo- 
nies, which went abroad, not only went under the patronage, 
but under fome title of their God ; and this Deity was in 
after- times fuppofed to have been the real condudfor. As the 

’■L. 4, p. 128. 

Voffius de Idol. Vol. 3. Comment, in Rabbi M, Maimonidem de Sacri* 
ficiis. p. 76. 

Juflin Martyr, i. Apolog. P. 6o. 

See Radicals, p. 47. 

Y 2 


Cadmians^ 
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Cadinians, and Europians, were Ophitae, both their temples, 
and cities, alfo the hills, and rivers, where they fettled, were 
often denominated from this circumftancc. We read of 
Anopus, Afopus, Oroptis, Europus, Charopus, Ellopis, El- 
lojda ; all nearly of the fame purport, and named from the 
fame objeft of worfhip. Europa was a Deity : and the 
name ts a compound Eiur-Opc, analogous to Canope, Cano- 
phis, and Cnuphis of Egypt; and iignilies Orus Pytho. 
It is rendered by the Greeks as a feminine, upon a fuppo- 
fition, that it was the name of a woman ; but it related pro- 
perly to a country ; and we End many places of .the like ety- 
mology in Media, Syria, and Babylonia : which were cx- 
prefl'ed in the mafculinc Europos, and Oropus. The fame 
alfo is obfervable in Greece. 

1 have fhewn, that Cadmus was Taut, or Thoth ; the 
Taautcs of Sahehoniathon. It is ftid of this perfon,that he 
firft introduced the worfhip of the ferpent : and this fo 
early, that not only the Tyrians and Sidonians, but the 
E.gyptians received It from him. From hence wc may in- 
fer, that it came from Babylonia, 'Yr;j 1x21/ ovi^ th A«a- 
KO>Tog cvTiv, Kxi Tjiv 0(p££t’y, avTo; s^sObixtsv 0 Ta(tt/To;, /.y.i 
ijt^sT x'jto’/ XjOi; TSy y.xi AiyvTTTiai. 

'rhe learned writers, who have treated of the Cadmians, 

’Muiropa wds the Cere as Rlica, anJ AlUrte. Lucian. Dca Syria. 

** I U nce* Nonnus alli idirv.; to the 'ramie oracle, which C.idrnus followed, 
(dlls It AlVyiian: by (hi?» is meant Babylonian i for Babylonia was in after- 
limes cllccmt'd .a jxjrtion of Ally na. 

h a r:,-. ir Tr”; 7 ').:T.ra L, 4, p. 128. 

Mulcbius. P. E, L. i. c. lo. p. 40. 


have 



The Analysis op Ancient Mythology. 165 


have failed in nothing more, than in not confidering, that 
they were a twofold colony, which came both from Egypt, 
and Syria : from Egypt firft ; and then from Syria, and Ca- 
naan. In their progrefs weftward they fettled in Cyprus, 
Crete, Rhodes, Samos, Lefbos, Thrace : alfo in Eubaa, 
Attica, and Bceotia. In procefs of time they were enabled to 
make fettlements in other parts, particularly in Epirus and 
Illyria : and to occupy fomc confiderablc provinces in Italy 
as high up as the Padus. Wherever they pafl’ed they left 
behind them numberlefs memorials; but they are to be 
traced by none more plainly than by their rites, and wor- 
fliip. As they occupied the greateft part of Syria, that 
couirtry was |rarticul^rly addided to this fpecies ol idolatry. 
Many tenrples were ereded to the Ophite God : and many 
cities were denominated from him. Both Appian, and 
Stephanus Byzantinus mention places in Syrophcnicia called 
Oropus. Upon the Euphrates alfo in Mefopotamia were 
the cities Ampliipolis, and ” Dura, both called of oUl 
Oropus. The chief Syrian God had the title of Bel, Baal, 
and Belial ; which laft the Greeks rendered BsAia^. Hence 


Clemens inftcad of faying, 
between Chrifl and Belial, 


what agreement can there be 
fays Tif (rvixc^u'vr.rt; X^ig-a 


BEAIAP. 'i'his Belial, or Beliar, was the fame as Belo- 
rus, and Ofiris, who were worfhiped under the lymbol of 


97 Appian dc Bello Syriac. P. ti j. 

Stephanus. On^pus. 

9 ^ Phny. L.. 5. c. 2f. 

’’ Ificlorus Characenus, apiid (jco^r. Vet. \ . 2, 

Clemens Alc.\and. L. 5. p. 

a ferpen^ 
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a ferpent. Hence Hefychius explains the term Beliar by*a 
I'crpcnt. Beliar is the fame as a dragon or 

ferpent. The Cadmians are faid to have betaken themfelves 
to Sidon, and Biblus : and the country between thefe cities 
is called Chous at this day. To the north is the city, and 
province of Hama: and a town, and caftle, called by 
D’Anvillc Cadmus; by the natives expreffed Quadamus, 
or ‘ Chadamus. The Cadmians probably founded the tem- 
ple of Baal licrmon in Mount Libanus, and formed oiie of 
the Hivitc nations in thofe parts. Bochart has very juftly 
obferved, that an Hivite is the fame as an * Ophite : and 
many of this denomination refided under Mount Libanus, 
and Anti-Libanus ; part of which was galled Baal Hermon, 
as we learn from the facred writings. ’ No%v thefe are the 
7tationsy which the Lord left to prove Ifrael^ namely^ five 
Lords of the Philiflines, and all the Ganaanites^ and the Si- 
donians ; and the Hivites that dwell in Mount Lebanon from 
Mount Baal Hermon usito the entering in of Ha?>iath. There 
were other Hivites, who arc mentioned by Mofes among the 
children of ♦ Canaan. But the Cadmonites, and many of 
the people .about Mount Libanus were of another family. 

The Hivites of Canaan Proper were thofe, who by a ftrata- 
gem obtained a treaty with ' Jolhua. Their chief citiesATC/t 
Gibeon, Cephirah, Bccroth, and Kirjatb Jearim. Thefe lay 

’ IV Anvillc’s Map of Syria, 

* Bochart Gcog, Sacra. L. 4. p, 305. 

’ Jiiclgcs. c. 3. V. I, 3. 

^ (icncfis. c. 10, V. 17. 

* Jolliua. c. 9. V. 3. aad 7. 


within 
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within the tribe of * Judah, and of Benjamin, who poiTeffed 
the fouthern parts of Canaan. But the other Hivites, among 
whom were the Cadmonites, lay far to the north under Li- 
banus at the very extremities of the country. The facred 
writer diftinguiflies them from the Canaanites, as well as 
from the other Hivites, by faying, the Hivites of Baal Her- 
mon. And he fcems to didinguiili the Sidonians from the 
genuine Canaanites, and juftly ; for if we may credit pro- 
phanc hiftory, the Cadmians had obtained the fovcrcignty 
in that city : and the people were of a mixed race, ' KaJjtxof 
— Tv^h kcu s^OLTiMvsv. The Cadmians extended 

tliemfelves in thefe parts quite to the Euphrates, and weft- 
ward to the coaft of Greece, and Aqjjjnia ; and ftill farther 
to the great Atlantic. They went under the name of El- 
lopians, Oropians, * Cadmonites, Hermonians, Ophit®: and 
wherever they fettled there will be always found fomc refe- 
rence to their ancient hiftory, and religion. As they were 
particularly ftiled Ophitae, or Hivites, many places whither 
they came, were faid to fwarm with ’ ferpents. Rhodes was 
under this predicament, and had the name of Ophiufa : which 
name was given on account of the Hivites, who there fet- 
tled, and df the ferpcnt-worftiip, which they introduced. 

,.But the common notion was, that it was fo called from real 
ferpents, with which it was infefted. The natives were faid 

* Jofhua. C. 15. V. 9. and. c. i8. v. 25, 16. 

' Eufebii. Chron. 1 '. 27. 

* Cadmus is called Ka.Sfj.yv. Steph. Byzanu fAAcfjoe. Ikrkclius has aliered 
it to KaS fj-oi, though he confcfTcs, that it is contrary to the evidence of cver/ 
Edition and MSS. 

’Concerning Hivitc Colonics fee backward. Vol. i. P. 481. 

4 


to 
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to liavc been of the giant race, and the Hcliadae or ofF- 
rpring of the Sun; under which characters the ancients parti- 
cularly referred to the fons of Chus, and Canaan. Their coming 
to the ifland is alluded to under the arrival both of Danaus 
and Cadmus, by whom the rites, and ’* religion of the Rho- 
dians arc fuppofed to have been introduced. In Greece were 
fcvcral cities named Oropus, by which is fignified Ori Ser- 
pentis civitas. One of thefc was near '* I'anagra upon the 
border of Attica, and Bocotia. This is the very fpot where 
the Cadmians firft redded : and the city was undoubtedly 
built by them. It flood near the warm baths of Amphia- 
raus, whofc temple belonged to the Oropians ; and who was 
particularly worfhipe^ by them. VVe are informed by 
Strabo, that the temple of Amphiaraus w’as built either 
in imitation, or in memory, of one called Cnopia at 
’’ I'hcbcs. Ciippia is a contraction for Can-Opia ; and 
the temple was certainly founded by people Irom Egypt. It 
took its name fromCan-ope, or Can-opus, the Ophite God of 
that country ; and of the people likewife, by v/homthc build- 
ing was creCled. The natives of Bmotia had many memori- 
als of their having been originally Ophites. I'he hiftory of 


Diodorus Sic. L. 5. p- 327. p. 329. 

** Diodorus. Ibid. 

Pauf.uii.w. L. I. p. 83. 

There was Oropia as well as Elopia in Euboea. Steph. Byzant. Oropus in 
Macedonia. Ibid. Alfo in Syria : Orobii Tranfpadani. Europus near Mount 
I I«n)us. Ptolemy. Europa in E^pirus. Ibid. 

Strabo, L. 9. p. 619. 


their 
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their country had continual references to ferpents and dra- 
gons. They ffeem to have been the national infigne : at leaft 
they were eftcemed fo by the people of Thebes. Hence we 
find, that upon the tomb of Epaminondas there was figured 
a fliield with a ferpent for a device, to fignify that he was 
an Ophite, or '♦ Theban. The Spartans were of the fame 
race ; and there is faid to have been the fame device upon 
the fliield of Menelaus, and ot ‘‘ Agamemnon. The 
ftofy of Cadmus, and of the ferpent, with which lie engaged 
upon his arrival in Boeotia, relates to the Opliite worfliip, 
which was there inftituted by the Cadniians. So Jafon in 
Colchis, Apollo in Phocis, Hercules at Lerna, engaged witli 
ferpents, all which are hiftories of the fame purport j but 
miftaken by the later Grecians. 

It will not, I think, be amifs to take notice of fome of 
thofe countries weftward, to which Cadmus is faid to liave 
betaken himfclf. From Boeotia he is fuppofed to have • 
pafled to Epirus and Illyria : and it is certain, that the Cad- 
niians fettled in many places upon that coaft. In Tlief- 
protia was a province of the Athamancs ; who were deno- 

‘^Suidas. Epaminondas. 

** PcUifanias. L. 10. p, S63. 

Both Menelaus and Agamemnon were ancient titles of the chief Deity. 

T he latter is fuppofed to have been the fame as Zeus, Auher, and Cadus. 

1 le Itcnis to have been worflaiped under the4ymbol of a ferpent with three hcad^. 

1 knee Homer has given to his hero of this name a ferpent for a device both 
upon his breallplate, and upon his baldrick. 

1 J /H', ol'jtolo tir cevTf 

Kvxiioi vicrxv 

b'if u’jyii ;? cy. 7 riVfj.(xi, Iliad. A. V, 38. 

VoL. JL ^ Z 
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minated from their Deity Ath-Man, or Atli-Manes. Here 
were the rivers Acheron, and Cocytus, the- lake Acheru- 
jfia, and the peftiferous pool Aornon. Here was the city 
Acanthus limilar to one of the fame name about forty miles 
above ’* Memphis : and a nation . of people called ’’ Oreitse : 
all which, have a reference to Egypt. The oracle at Dodona 
was founded by people from the fame country, as we are 
allured by Herodotus and others. And not only colonics 
from that country, but people from Canaan muft have be- 
taken thcmfelves to thefe parts, as is evident from names of 
places. This will appear from the city *' Phcenice: and 
from another near Oricum, called Palajfte; and from the coaft 
and region ftiled Pala^ftina. This was the fpot where C®- 
far landed, before he niarclied to Pharfalia. “ Poftridie ter- 
ram attigit Ccrauniorum liixa inter, et alia loca periculola, 
quictam nadus ftationem. At portus omnes timens, quod 
.teneri ab adverfariis arbitrabatur, ad eundem locum, qui ad- 
pellatur Pal®fl:e, omnibus navibus incolumibus, milites ex- 
pofuit. Lucan takes notice of the fame circumftance and. 
calls the coaft Pal®ftina. 

Indc rapi cceperc rates, atque ®quora claflem 

Paufanias. L. i.p. 40. Strabo. I.. 7. p. 499. 

Aornon, and an oracular temple in ThdprotU. Paufanias. L. 9. p. 768. 

A.^ .AxaiOs*-, aTTf^ycrot Tfiaxocr^ys 

eft' >f Afiofu.,,! .av Steph. Byzant. ^ 

Lujc ftfeToc TciTor OPBITAI ?.iyo}j.uzt. Dicajarchus. Gcog. Vet. Vol. 
2. p. 3. V. 45. 

*0 L. 2. c. 57, 58. 

** Kaia Strabo. L. 7. p. 499. It was a placc of great note* 

Polybius. L. i.p. 94,95. 

Cxfar dc Bello Civili. L. 3. c. 6f 

Lucan, L. 5. v. 458. 


Curva 
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Curva fequi ; quae jam, vento fluftuquc fecundo 
Lapfa, Palaeftinas uncis confixit arenas. 

Here was the haven Comar, or ’’ Comarus, near the pool 
Aornus : and a city Oropus, fimilar to the Oropus of Sy- 
ria, and Bceotia. And higher up was a region Europa, ftilcd 
Europa Scythica by Feftus Rufus. It is obfcrvable that there 
was a city in Epirus called Tecmon, fimilar to one in Ca- 
naan, as we may infer from the chief of David’s captains be- 
ing ftiled the ** Tecmonite. 

Some of this family proceeded to the weftern part of the 
Adriatic gulf, and fettled upon the Eridanus, or Po. Here 
were the Orobians, the fame as the Oropians, whole chief 
city was Comus : near which the conful Marcellus over- 
threw the '^Galli Infubres. The ftory of Phaethon, who was 
fuppofed to have fallen into the Eridanus, is manifeftly of 
Egyptian original ; as the fable of Cycnus is from Canaan. 
Phaethon is by fome reprefented as the firft king, who reigned 
in ** Chaonia, and Epirus. He was in reality the fame as 
Ofiris, the Sun ; whofe worfhip was introduced there very 
early, as well as upon the Padus. The names of the Deities 
in every country are generally prefixed to the lift of kings, and 

Strabo. L. 7. p. 500. The fame obfcrvable in India. Petra Aor- 
non near Comar. Arrian. Exped, P. 19 1. and Indie, P. 319, 

H Steph. Byzant. 

*5 TeKfJLCtiv tsAh ©faTfo^Tcov. Steph. Byzant. Sec T. Livius, L. 45. c. 26. 

2 Samuel. C. 23. v. 8. In our vcrfion rendered the Tachmonite, chief 
among the captains. 

Viftoria ad Comum parta. T. Livius. L. 33. c. 36. 

Gurtlcr. L. 2. p. 597. 

2 2 


miftaken 



172 The Analysis of Ancient Mythology. 

miftakcn accordingly. Cycnus is fuppofed to have refided 
not only in Liguria, but in iEtolia, and Phocis. There was in 
fhcfc parts a lake ’* Conopc, from Cycnus called alfo ’’ Cyc- 
nca ; whicli names undoubtedly came from Egypti and Ca- 
naan. I'hc colonies upon the Padus left many memorials 
of their original ; cfpecially thofe, who were from the Caph- 
torim of Paleftina. Some of them had carried on a great 
work upon the part of the river, where they fettled ; which 
from them was called Folia Philiftina ; and Fofllones Phi- 
liftiiuc. Of this I have made mention ’’ before. 

It is faid of Cadmus, that at the clofe of his life he was, 
together with his wife Harmonia, changed to a ferpent of 
ftone. This wonderful metamorphofis is fuppofed to have 
happened at Encheliaj, a town in Illyria, which circumftance 
is taken notice of by Lucan. 

’’ Tunc qui Dardaniam tenet Oricon, et vagus altis 

Difperfus lylvis Athamas, et nomine prifeo 

Enchclia;, verh teftantes funera Cadmi. 

Alfo a city Conope, by Stephanus placed in Acarnania. 

»9 Antoninus Libcralis. C. 12. p. 70. A city Conopiiim was alfo to be found 
upon the Talus Mxotis. Sceph. Byzant. 

Tlin. 1.. j.c. 16. The Cadniians of Liguria came laft from Attica and 
Bceotia : hence we find a river Eridanus in ihcfc parts, as well as in the former 
country, lljra/xoi 6 e luAtacrci >ca< HyrJctr'w tw xxtol 

a'jia '.roux x. A- Paufan. L. 1. p. 45. 

Vol. I. p. ^76. 

3 * lAican. L. 3.V. 187. The fame is mentioned by the poet Dionyfius. 

Kfuev S a[J Tr^i XCAT-I' iS Cli TTi^'tXvSeX 

Ke;L u- yA\ct^x]'T 0 . V. 390. 


The 
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The true hiftory is this. Thefe two perfonages were here en- 
flirined in a temple, or Petra : and worfliiped under the fymbol 
of aferpent. Scylax Caryandenfis fpeakingof this part of Illyria 
fays, ” Ka(J|U.8 mi 'A^fxovictg 01 Xi^ot $mv BnoLV&a,, mi is^ov. 
In this region are tivo Jlones facred to Cadmus^ and Harmo- 
7 iia : and there is likewife a temple dedicated to thetn. Lucan, 
who calls the place Enchelije, fpeaks of the name as of gfeat 
antiquity. It undoubtedly was of long (landing, and a term 
from the Amonian language. Encheliae, Ey^gXiaJ, is tlae 
place of En-Chel, by which is lignified the fountain of hea- 
ven ; (imilar to Hanes, Anorus, Anopus in other parts. 
The temple was an Ophite Petra: which terms induced 
people to believe, that there were in thele temples ferpents 
petrified. ’ It is poflible, that in later times the Deity may 
have been worfhiped under this form : whence it might 
truly be faid of Cadmus, and Harmonia, that they would 
one day be exhibited in ftone. 

AaiVg>)v jijttgAAoy ^ypiv ofiiahoL 
But the notion in general aro(e from a miftake ; and was 
owing to a mifinterprctation of the word Petra. On tliis 
account many perfonages were faid to have undergone this 
change. Pollux, who was of a charadter fuperior to what 
is generally imagined, was (aid to have been turned to a 
(lone. 

Elf Xt^ov oLvrorshBTov YloXv$evKifif. 

Gcog. Vet. Vol. 1. p. 9. Here vrerc rifT^ai IIA«7 to«. 

Nonni Dionys. L. 44. p. 1144* 

Nonnus. L. 25. p. 646, 

4 
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Ariadne underwent the like change. Alfo Battus, Atlas, 

Alcmena, and others. All thefe hiftories relate to per- 
fonages, cnflarined in temples lliled Petra, who had a 
or rude pillar ereffccd to their honour. This was the ufage 
in all parts, before the introdu6tion of images. There are 
allufions to tliefc Ophite temples, and to thefe pillars, upon 
the coins of Syria, and Tyre. Upon thefe the Deity is 
rcprcfcntcd between two rough ftones, with two ferpents 
on each fide of him. A temple of this fort, which be- 
trayed great antiquity, flood in the vicinity of Thebes, and 
was called the ferpent’s head. Paufanias fpeaks of it as 
-remaining in his ” time. The fame author affords anorher 
inftance in his account of Achaia ; which is attended with 
fome remarkable circumftances. He tells us, that at 
Pherte, a city of that region, was a fountain facred to Her- 
mes ; and the name of it was Hama. Near this fountain 
were thirty large ftones, which had been ereded in ancient 
times, t Each of thefe was looked upon as a reprefentative of 
fome Deity. And Paufanias remarks, that inftead of ima- 
ges the Greeks in’ times of old univerfally paid their adora- 
tion to rude unwrought ♦' ftones. 

That the Cadmians were the people, whom I fuppofe 

Acciiiiiv TTOimi y.o^vaa’ojuLiyiiv Ajia/w. NonnUS. L. 44* p, 1 242. 

37 Paufan. L. 9. p. 743. 

3S See Gokius, Vaillanr, and Suidas, 

39 AiSoii 7r€fi£^ofj(.eycv Aoy^atv O(fio^ xaAtiaiv 01 O)j€atoi xefoAnr. 

Paufan. L. 9. p. 747. 

40 Paufan. L, 7. p. 579.' 

TtfAAi ayTi ayecAjuutTuy AiSoi. Ibid. 
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then)) may I think be proved from many other circum- 
ftances. There are fome particulars in the hiftory of thefc 
enngi ants, by which they may be as effeftually diftinguifhedi 
as by any national mark of feature, or complexion. I have 
taken notice in a former treadle of the Cuthites, who came 
from Babylonia and fettled in Egypt ; and who were after- 
wards expelled the country. They came under different ti- 
tles ; and were ftiled Phcnicians, Arabians, and Ethiopians : 
but they were more particularly diftinguilhed by the name 
of Oritse, and of fliepherds. Thefe appellations muff be 
carefully kept in remembrance, for they will be found to 
occur in almoff every part of the world, wherever any of 
this family fettled. In the hiftorics above given of Ofiris, 
Dionufus, and others, we find, that the fons of Chus are re- 
prefented, as great travellers, and at tlie fame time general 
benefadors; and it is to be obferved, tliat the fame charac- 
ters occur in every hiftory i the great outlines arc the fame 
in all. They appear to have been zealous worlliipers of tlie 
Sun ; and addided to the rites of fire : which moile of wor- 
ihip they propagated, wherever they came. They arc de- 
feribed as of fuperior ftature, and were reputed the fons of 
Anac, and Urius, from Canaan, and Babylonia. In refped 
to fcience they feem to have been very eminent, if we confi- 
der the times, when they lived. They were particularly- 
famed for their knowledge in aftronomy, architecture, and 
mufic. They had great fagacity in finding mines, and 
confequently were very rich. Laftly there continually oc- 

♦* Ka^fjLoi4>om^ ?u^otoix.ixi’ e^e-jg(, {xtT<x».x rx tj 

(Tfyowey Clemens. Strom. L. i. p. 363- Sec Natalis Comes of Cadnur 
’ curs 
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curs in their hiftory Tome allufion to fliepherds. Every one 
of tlic/c particulars may be met with in the accounts given 
of tlic Cadmians : but it was the turn of the times to make 
every thing center in tlieir imaginary leader Cadmus. He is 
fuppofed to have found out mines in Cyprus, and Thrace : 
and to have been the inventor of letters, and the introducer 
ot fciencc. To him are aferibed the temples at Rhodes ; and 
the buildings in Attica, and Bceotia. We find him celebrated 
as a great theologift and aftronomer ; and it is reported of 
Cadmus, as it was alfo of Orpheus, that he left behind him 
many valuable remains, which Bion Proconnefius is faid to 
have tranflated. But all thefc gifts, fo lavifhly befiowed 
upon one perfon, fliould be transferred to a people, who went 
under the name of Cadmians : and in whom all thele requi- 
fites arc to be found. If we make this allowance, the hif- 
tory will be found to be true. This people in their migra- 
tions wefiward were accompanied by pthers from Canaan, 
and Syria. I have (hewn that they fettled at Rhodes, w'hcrc 
they were called Ophites, or Hivites. Another of their ti- 
tles was Hcliad^, or children of the Sun. 'I'hcy were looked 
upon as adepts in every branch of fciencc, and particularly 
famed for their fkill in aftronomy. They were the firft na- 
vigators of the fcas ; and the divifion of time with the no- 
tification of fcafons is aferibed to them. 'Oi 'HAiaJai 
ysyoyoTsg ra'v aAAwv gv TtoLihia. ^ir,vsyK0(.v, y.ai 

4 » Nonniis. Dionyf. L. 4. p. lag. 

Clemens. Alex. L. 6. p. 753. 

Stiled 7 rccilt> HAiw by Diodorus, L. 5. p. 327. 

Diodorus. L. 5. p. 3 23. 
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£» Ar^o^oy/a* SKrriyftTam Js mi %b^i rrii mvriXiot'; 
TToAAa, ToTAa h mi tts^i ra; u^xg ^lerx^xv. All thcfc arts, 
if we may believe Herodotus, took their rife in Babylonia : 
from whence they were carried by the Oritje into Egypt : 
and from Egypt wcftward to Rhodes, and to various parts 
behdes. The Orits, or Aurits, were tlic fimc as the Hc- 
liadse, denominated from the great objcdl of their w'orQiip, 
the Sun. He was among other titles ftilcd Orites ; as we 
learn from Lycophron : which is by his Scholiaft interpretcil 
the Sun. ** Q,^irYjV ^eov, rov xvroif 'HA/oy. "The Deity^ 'xhich 
is termed Qrites^ is no other than the Sun. Thefe Hc- 
liadic were Opliito; ; and introduced at Rhodes, and in other 
places, the worlhip of the ferpent. Hence they occur in 
Greece under various titles, fuch as Ellopians, Europians, 
Oropians, Afopians, and the like, being fo denominated 
from places which they confccratcd to Ops, aiul Opis, 
the ferpent. The Cadmians fettled in Euba*a, which w.is 
called Ellopia from Ellops, a fuppofed brother of Cothu';. 
Plutarch gives an account of Cothus himfelf coming to Eu- 
bcea in company with another named Arclus. Ko^og, y.y.i 
or itxihg £ig Evzoixv ry.ov oiKryxvTss;. By Co- 

thus and Arclus are meant Cuthites and Herculeans, people 
of the fame family, who fettled in this irtand. Elie Orit:e 
of Egypt were alfo ftiled Arabians j and the Arabian 


Herodotus. L. 2. c. 109. 

H iQv 0o^a/or, iiToujVy 

Scholiaft. Ibid. 

Strabo. L. lo. p. 683. 
Quaiftioncs Graccac, P. 296’ 

VoL. II. 


Lycophron. V. 352. 
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nome was denominated from them. The Cadmians, who 
fettled in Euboea, may be traced under the fame names. 
Strabo calls the people, who were fuppoled to attend Cad- 
mus, Arabians, o< <rvv Ka^fUM. One diftrid: in the 

ifland was denominated from them, ^thiopium: ** Aidiomovy 
ovofJLOL 6V EwSoia. This is more particularly defcribed 

by Stephanus, as the paflage is happily correded by Salma- 
fius. Ai^ioxiaVy Evtoiui xa^a. AtjAia, xM<^^ov m 

Ey^/7r«. There is a part of Eubcea hard by Delium^ and 
near to the Euripusy called Ethiopium, But the moft cri- 
tical mark, by which any of thefc illands,were diftin- 
guiflied, was that of Oritae. This is the exprefs title of 
the Ihephcrds in Egypt; which they afl'umed both on ac- 
count of the Deity, whom they worfhiped, and in reference 
to the city Ur in Chaldea, from whence they were in part de- 
rived. 'I'hcy founded a city of the fame name in Eubcea, which 
the Greeks exprefled Oria ; whence came the provincial 
title of Oritae. Here Orion was fuppofed to have been 
nurfed, whofc hiflory we know was from Babylonia. The 
natives had a tradition, that he was the fon of Urieus, and 
ot the gigantic race : the purport of which, I think, cannot 
be millukcn. They palled, as I have fhewn, from Euboea 

'* Strabo. L, lo. p. 685. 

Marpocration. 

Strabo. L. lo. p. 683, Polybius. L* ii. p. 627, 

I'l' IV ilncx. KccAcvfAiin Strabo. L. 10. p. 683. 

Oria is literally the land of Ur. 

” Strabo. L. 10. p. 683. He mentions a domeftic quarrel among feme of 
this family, and adds, rtn utto Tojy EAAo7r;fw»'f 

Oritee were attacked by the Eilofians, 

V Antoninui Libcralis. C. 25. p. 130.I 


to 



Tfli Analysis of Ancient Mythology, 


179 


to Attica, and Bceotia, Here alfo was a city " Ur, like that 
ill Chaldea, and a tradition about Orion being born in thefe 
parts. They likewife pretended to flicw his tomb. This 
city Ur, or UriSj was in the diftrid of Tanagra, and ftood 
directly oppofite to the prc’/ince of Ethiopia in Euboea, be- 
ing feparated only by the narrow frith of the ” Euripus. 
They fettled alfo at Traezen, where Orus is faid to have rc- 
fided : by which we are to undcrftand his worfliipcrs, the 
Oritje. ^atn (Js ysm^ou <r<pmv sv vr^wrov* B[Mi 
fuv ovv AiyvzTiov (paiverai, xoli ov^ctfMU}; ^ETO^i^vikov ovofict 
sim. B(n<riKBv<ron ^ ovv (pciL(nv olvtov, kcu El^xixv ctir avts m- 
TYiV yYiv, He people of Tr<ezeny fays Paufanias, give 
outj that one Orus was the firji in their country. But the name 
Orus to me feems to have been of Egyptian original. Hey far- 
. ther relate^ that this Orus was a king, and that the province was 
from, him called Oraia. Uria above, and Oraia here, how- 
ever differently exprcfled, fignify literally the land of Ur. 
In all thefe places the Cuthites went under various appella- 
tions, but particularly of Cyclopians, Ellopians, and Eu- 

Clot Si r>7sTaya,y§iK}i$ jvy gf'i, irgonoov S'e yni ctwc Tf<o5 

juf u’jGfiyra;, xai ^ tb Strabo. L. 9, p. 620. He is called Toiim 

by Euphorion. Sec Homer. Z. Scholia. V. 486. 

5 * Xflti Qgiooyoi jJLvtiixx ev Taiu>ja. Paufan. L. 9. p. 749. 

59 LV< S* ri fjLSv 'Tf fcc TTf 05 TO*' liupiTTov, Stcph. Byzant. 

I Paufanias. L. 2. p. i8i. 

Europus is the fame as Oropus, and fignifics Orus Pytho. Ops, Opis, 
Opus, Opas, all fignify a fcrpcnt. Zeus was the fame as Orus and Ofiris ; hence 
ftilcd Europu$, and Europas j which Homer has converted to EvpuqttciSj and ac- 
cordingly ftilcs Jupiter Evpv'^Tra Zfy5. 
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ropians from their worflaip. Agreeably to the account which 
has been above given, we find, that theHcroum of Cadmus 
at Sparta was built by Europus, and his brethren : and 
they like wife arc reprefented as the fons of XJrceus. As 
wc are acquainted with the eaftern manner of Ipeaking; 
and know that by the daughter of Tyre, the daugh- 
ter of Jcrufalem, the children of Moab, the children of 
Kedar, the children of Scir, the children of the eaft, are 
meant the inhabitants of thofe places : may we not be af- 
fured tliat by Europus and the fons of Urius and Uraeus, are 
pointed out a people ftilcd Europians of Babylonifh extrac- 
tion, wlio were nb originc from Ur in Chaldea ? And is it 
not plain, that the hiftory of Cadmus is founded upon terms 
ill underfiood, and greatly mifapplied ? Yet the truth is not 
totally defaced, as I liope, that I have made appear. By 
Mofes Chorenenfis Cadmus is reprefented as of the giant 
race ; and he is faid to have come from Babylonia. Non- 
nus mentions his planting in Greece a colony of giants. 

Kaj a.vroM’^svrog cti/rss^riTO FiyoLnoov. 

Hence the Cadmians were Ailed AvciKsg, and ** Arccxrej ; and 
the temples of their Gods, AvxKTO^iXy Anafloria. Thefc 
terms were ini[)ortcd from the Anakim of Egypt and Ca/- 
naan ; but as the people, who brought them, were Orita', 
and the fons of Urius, they muft ultimately have come 

fA P.uif.inlas. 3. p. 245. ujct; cTi x’jibs Trui^as. 

L. z. c. 4, p. 

^^Is’or.nus. L. 4. p. 

cc O '} X J . try i: A xfY oG c;*, VJC/ 'T'/ 4.J/ rx- 

xy.jc.-;, f .r-cfr, ccKcty.xi::^, Plutarch, in The- 

ICO. r. 3- 
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from Babylonia. Here aftronomy, and the other fciences 
firft commenced ; and the worQiip of the Sun was firft in- 
ilitutcd : where the priefts, and profeflbrs were ftiled Orit®, 
and Orchani. Lucian indeed fays, that aftronomy was 
not derived to the Greeks cither from the Egyptians, or the 
Ethiopians j but from “ Orpheus. This however intimates, 
that the Ethiopians, under which name the fons of Chus 
are mentioned by the Greeks, were fiippofcd to have in- 
troduced fcience into this country ; otherwife this caveat bad 
been unneceffary. But we ftiall in the end fticw, that 
Orpheus was from the fame quarter. And to put the mat- 
ter out of all doubt, we find Herodotus maintaining very 
determinately, that the knowledge of the heavens, and every 
thing relating to the diftribution of time, was imported from 
'* Babylonia. As thefe Babylonians, thefe fons of Urius, 
manifeftly came to Greece by the way of Egypt, it appears 
pretty evident, that they were the fons of Chus, of the fhep- 
herd race, who fo long held the fovereignty in tliat king- 
dom. Hence it is, that throughout tlie whole mythology 
of the Grecians there are continual allufions to flicpliercls ; 
a title, which we know was peculiar to the Auritie of 
Egypt. Noiinus in his allegorical poem de/cribes Cadmus 

Cy y.at 7i rm xai tj?; V'xf u,r (yiiiujv 

CiZ'rutv/i 5 7rAr,at:i^\Jax yai t/i xarct 1 it), 

Je ycci 70JI' XaA/a coy rcor ')€r)i 't/ ,iCo' /xx A 'if, a 

'.T^Qfjxy^.oii'A'ixi. Strabo. L. i6. p. 1074. 

^3 Lucian tie Allrolog. P. 987. 

^9 c'j Eufeb. Chron. P. ii. 

'* lioA'.i' xxi yiffUA.a,, xxi tx Sv'j)iv/.x 7)), Tarx ! tX- 

?.u;nu:y eyccSc,y L. 2. C. 109. 

ia 
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in a paftoral habit, playing upon an inftrument, and reclin- 
ing himfelf under the fliade of an oak. 

KKivag yenovi vcctov vzo 
Kxi <po^£uv ay^avXov a.i^$S9S NojU>]o?. 
gives to tnc fame powers in harmony which were 
attributed to Orpheus. Hence Cadmus is made to fay that 
he could charm the woods upon the mountains, and footh 
the wild beads of the foreft : that he could even calm the 
ocean, and flop the courfc of its turbulent waters. 

Travra, y.ui ov^sccy y,ui dri^uv" 
SlHSum (Tzev^ovrcL zctKivS'tvrirov e^v^u. 

Almoft all the principal perfons, whofe names occur in the 
mythology of Greece and Italy, arc reprefented as Ihephcrds. 
Not only the Gods Faunus, Apollo, Pan, Sylvanus, Pales, 
Adonis, but Eumelus, Triptolemus, Eridhonius, Eumol- 
pus, Ariftaeus, Battus, Daphnis, Terambus of Egypt, and 
Ohris, are reprefented of that profeflion. Hence it is, that we 
find altars, and inferiptions to the fhepherd Gods. Apollo 
was filled No|agtt$, and not|anof-, and was faid to have been 
educated in '♦ Arabia. When Rhea produced to the world 
Pofeidon, fhc gave him to the care of a fheplierd to bring 

7* L. I. p. 32. 

7» Noninis. I., i. p. 38. 

73 Roma: Inllriptio Vetus. 

NOMIOIv 0PO1S. Grutcr. xcii. n. 4. 

74 Omne benignum 
Virus odoriferis Arabum quod dodus in arvis 
Aut Amphryfuco Paftor dc graminc car|dL 

Statii Syiv. L. 1. Sotcria. V. 104. 

75 Pt'a^n/xa I Joo’ticfaia toi uev xaTJcUcBjcij Sicti'rai urctvfix 

i^oyret, fJU7ot Ti'i a^voji\ Paulan. L. 8. p, 61 3. 
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him up among the flocks. Atlas, the great aftronomer, is 
reprefented as a fliepherd. AtAo^ (Addny^ccrsKos rjv Ai ^ v ; 
avn^. — noAy£<(Jo^ (Ts o ^i$v§x[Ji>^ 07 i:oios m ArAarra tbtov 
nOIMENA Ai^vv (pn<n». Atlas the great mathematician^ 
was a f erf on of Libya. The Dithyrambic poet Polueidos fays^ 
that Atlas was a Libyan fhepherd. There was a tradition 
that the temple of Ammon in Libya was built by a fhepherd, 
from whom it received its name ; ” aTTo ra 7ro<- 

It is reported of the Mufes, that they were of fliep- 
herd extraftion, and tended flocks, which they entrufted to 
their favourite Ariftaeus. 

Kai [JLiv mv fjt,riK(>}v h<roLv »)^awy, oTtr Bysfxom 
AfMTre^tov 4>^<«v A^ajotamor, oLfjLfi t e^vfJLvriV 
KOLi Ttoraixs Is^ov poor ATsi^ayoio. 

This is the perfon by Virgil ftiled Paftor Ariftaeus. Zethus 
and Amphion are deferibed as of the fameprofcftlon, though 
kings of Thebes, (5 s xa< Afjupiuv cLhX<poi yiTolv itoi- 

(JLBVBg. Even the monfter Polyphemus is taken notice of as a 
mufician, and a ftiepHerd. Macrobius mentions, that 
among the Phrygians the Sun was worfliiped under a pafto- 

Scholia in Lycophron. V. 879. 

’’’’ Paiifanias. L. 4. p. 337. So alfo fays Euftathius. 'Oi Si(poLo-i rev A/a 

y.K'SmoLt a'TO rnoi o/xsutujmwrioi/xgyof:, 7r^QKaToc^^oLkT(^ 7ni tb 'Jtp'i 

ciw«. Schol. in Dionyf. V, 211. 

7* Apollonius Rhodius. L. 2. V. 515. 

The fame Poet of the nymph Cyrenc. 

h^Set (f ' A^<r^iov ^u(6cfj Tgxer, ov xaheaaiv 

Ay^a^ x,at Noujov TTQ^y^riiA L. 2 . V. 568. 

Synccllus. P. 1 56. 

Homer. Odyfl: L. i. Paftor Polyphemus of Virgil 

ral 
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ral character with a pipe and a wand. T irehas the pro- 
phet is by Hyginus (lilcd Tirefias, Eueri filius, or as fomc 
read it, Tirefias, Eurii filius, Pajlor. This was alfo one of 
the titles out of many conferred upon the Phcnician Hercules, 
to whom they attributed the invention of purple. He was the 
chief Deity, the fime as Cham, and Orus, the God of light ^ 
to whom there is a rcmarlcablc invocation in the Dionufiaca 
of Nonnus. 

Tru^o?, KOTixiiy 

IlgAlS, ^^0T£010 Sis IIOIAIIIN. 

Some of the pyramids in Egypt were Ailed the pyramids of 
the (hepherd ^*5 Philitis ; and were fiid to have been built by 
people, whom the Egyptians held in abomination: from 
whence wc may form a judgement ol the perfons, .by whom 
thofe edifices were creded. Many hills, and places of re- 
puted findity were denominated from Aicpherds. Cau- 
cafus, in the vicinity of Colchis, had its name conferred by 
Jupiter in memory of Caucafus a fliepherd. To o^og si; 
rifjiry rs nojju,gvo 5 Kc<.vKa.<rov ixsravofxx^Tag. Mount Citha;ron 
in Boeotia was called AAerius ; but received the former name 
from one CithaTon, a*' flicphcrd, fuppofed to have been there 
Aain. I have mentioned from Plerodotus, that the Cadmians 

Mdcrobi'i Saturn L. i, c. 21. p. 2iO. 

8illygiiuis. Fab. bS. F.uri, and Eueris Filius. He is by Theocritus ftilcd 
MaiTi' Jrv Idyl. 24, V, 70. 

S4 Nonni Dion>r L. 40. p. 1038. 

f 5 Herodotus. L. 3. c. 128. 

Clcanihcs -’t;, quoted by Plutarch dc Flum. 

Plutarch dc Flum. Icruvioi. 

?• Herodotus. L. 5. c, 61. 

built 
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built the temple of** Damater, or G;res, in Attica, where they 
introduced her worfhip. And there is a remarkable circutn- 
ftance mentioned in confequence of this by Hefyehius, who 
tells us, that the priefts of this Goddefs were of a particular fa- 
mily, called Hoijagwdaj, or the Shepherd race. no<|U.gW(J(X<, ygvoj, 
g^ QV 0 AnfJLYiT^os is^sv;. The Cadniians therefore, from whom 
this priefthood came, muft have been in a peculiar manner 
fliepherds. The mountain Apa:fantus in Argolis is faid to 
have been named from *’ Apaefantus, a fliepherd. The Cuthites 
fettled in Thrace near Haemus in Sethonia j of whom Stc- 
phanus gives this ftiort but remarkable hiftory : smK 8 vto 
TT^ oTs^ov Nojua<oi. The author does not fay, that they were 
(hepherds j but that they anciently were fo called : fo that 
it was not.fo much the profefllon, as the title of the people. 
They fettled in Hetruria, and Latium j in which laft pro- 
vince ftood the city Praenefte, of which I have before fpoken. 
It was faid to have been of high antiquity, and was founded 
by Coeculus, 

Vulcano genitum pecora inter agreftia Rcgem, 

Inventumque focis, omnis queni credidit £ctas. 

We find here, that the founder of this city was a (liephcrd, 
and a king, and the reputed fon of Vulcan, the hi me as 
Urius. It is faid of him, that he was, inventum locis, Iie- 
caufe he was ab origine from the land of lire; by wliich is 
meant Ur of Chaldea. So the perfonage, reprcfcntcd un- 


Herod. L. 5. c. 6i. 

” Plur, de FIuv. Inachus. 

9® Virgil, .fflncid. L. 7. v. 678. 

VoL. II. 
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der the charader of Cacus upon Mount Aventine, is by Livy 
faid to have been a ftiepherd. Paftor accola ejus loci, no- 
mine Cacus, ferox viribus. He likewife is faid to have been 
the fon of the God of Fire ; Huic monftro Vulcanus erat 
pater. The firft city which the Cadmians built in Boeotia 
was named ’ Poimandris ; or as Euftathius renders it 
Poimandria, noifJLOiP^^iot ; the fame which was afterwards 
called Tanagra. It is faid to have been fo denominated 
from one Poimander. This name is by interpretation a 
Ihephcrd, or rather a fhepherd of men. It anfwers to 
the title of IIoffjLriv Aa», fo frequently to be met with in 
Homer. That excellent Poet was wonderfully fond of 
every thing, which favoured of antiquity fand has continual 
references to the ancient hiftory of Egypt, and to the rites 
of that country. He fometimes feems to adhere fuperfti- 
tioufly to obfolete terms, thinking probably, that they en- 
riched his verfe, and gave a venerable air to the narration. 
Of thefe no one occurs more frequently than the title of a 
n^epherd Prince, which he bellows on many of his leaders. 
It is the tranflatioii of a title, which the fons of Chus, as 
well as the Egyptians, gave to their Deities, and to their kings. 
I lencc the writings of Hermes were inferibed the works of 
the Shepherd Prince, us we may infer from the Greek tran- 

1'. L/ivius. L. I . c. 7. 

Virgil. L. 8. v. 19S. 

93 'H II ^lucci / n> ^ a'j 7 ,f Tctra*) Strabo. L. 9* P* ^ 19 * 

94 f j Tc/ rxociTiCXiay^ct xa^&f 4 £yff» Schol. LyCOph. V, 
^26. 1 1 / ria is by fomc interpreted mulftralc : but that was not the origi- 
nal purport of the word. 

3 Icript : 
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fcript : for that was written in imitation of the formeti and 
called Poimandras. 

Thus have I endeavoured to ftate the progrefs of the 
Cuthites under their different appellations to Greece ; and 
to defcribe the rout which they took in their peregrinations. 
I have (hewn, that under the title of Phcnicians and Cad- 
mians, they firft fettled in Canaan, and in the region 
about Tyre and Sidon : from whence they extended them- 
felvcs towards the midland parts of Syria ; where they built 
Antioch. Kano?, mi TraiJgf, tt^os to) O^ovTjj 

^0Ta|U,w rrji/ 'vw Anioysiav tyu Xv^ictg zoXiv sktituv. Cafus, 
md Belusy two fans of imehusy built the city in Syria^ which is 
now called Antioch upon the river Orontes, By Cafus is meant 
Chus; and Belus is a Babylonilh title of Ham, as well 
as of his immediate defeendants, who are here alluded fo. 
From Syria they penetrated to the Euphrates, and from 
thence to Armenia : and that there were colonies here of 
Amonians, and particularly of the Cuthites, may be known 
from the hiftory of Cadmus; but more efpecially from 
the hmilitude of language, perfon, and manners, which 
fubfifted among thefe nations. Zonaras is very explicit 
upon this head. He mentions the incroachments of the 
fons of Ham in thefe parts, and (hews the extent of the tref- 

’’ Hermes Trifmegiftus, five floiuaKffwc 

Synccllus. P. 126. Eufebius. Chron. P. 24. 

By which arc meant the Syrians, Arabians and Armenians. ; to 

rcov ApfJL£yta>y xa,i to lojv^gcoyj xcu toov A^atcijv ttoAAw 
yfi xaTOL re rt;y (ftocMxroyf xou tbs xai rcov rrcut/j.oLntJv r?'.. 

•^uxoL^eiy Se i ei xcu ras locv e^vuv ruTcuy KxrGi '^fJt/xdixs ocAA>i?^.x:7 xt, 

Strabo. L. i. p. 70. 

pafs. 
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pafs, of which they were guilty. ‘O/dg yg Trai^g? T8 Xojtt 
Tnv UTTO Sy^taj mi Afai/a mi Ai^xvs rm o^wp yiiP ^taTgr- 
mi o<roL TT^og ^aAa(r<rap ayrwp gTgT^aTrro, w«£- 

avM, mTBi>.Y\(px<ri. In refpeSi to the font of Ham^ they feized 
upon all the inland country^ which reaches from Syria^ and 
particularly from the mountains AbanuSy and Libanus : and 
all the region y which from thence extends towards the feay even 
as far as the Ocean. Of thefe emigrants Tacitus has given 
a curious account, which has never been fufficiently heeded. 
He takes notice of thofc who fettled in Canaan, as well as 
thofc, who palled higher towards the north. ” Sunt, qui tra- 
dant Aflyrios convenas, indigum agrorum populum, parte 
Aigypti potitos, ac mox proprias urbes, Hebraealque terras, 
ct propiora Syriac coluifle. As the Cadmians fettled about 
•%bl us and Sidon, tlicre feems in confequence of it to have 
been a religious corrcfpondence kept up between this colony 
and Egypt. It is faid according to the enigmatical turn of 
the times, that the head of Ofiris was annually wafted by the 
floods to ’ 1^1 us. It was reported to have been juft feven 
days in its paflage ; and the whole was performed $bii^ vavriKiriy 
by a voyage truly miraculous. There are many proofs that the 
religion of Syria came in great mcafure from Egypt. The rites 
of Adonis, and the lamentations upon his account at Sidon, and 
I^lus, were copies of the mourning for Ofiris, and reprelented 

Zon.iras. L. i. p. 2 i. 

^“5 '{'.iciuis. 1 liCb. L, 5, c. 2 . 

TOO It fliould perhaps be proximas urbes. The fame hiftory is alluded toby 
I'llkbius. L :i AtJu^ I'd ^uci^ot Td Ai')i>7rTiooy 

ii tt I Afa€ias ^x^jaacy, Eufeb. Chron. P. 26. 

* Lucian dc Lta Syiia. 
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in the fame * manner. Lucian, having defcribed the pompous 
temple at Hierapolis, fays, that there was another in the 
neighbourhood, not of Aflyrian, but Egyptian original ; the 
rites of which were received by the natives from Heliopolis 
in that ’ country. This he did not fee ; but fpeaks of it as 
very grand, and of high antiquity. 

Thefc particulars I have thought proper to difeufs tho- 
roughly, in order to difclofe the true hiftory of the Cadmi- 
ans, as I am hereby enabled to prove the great antiquity of 
this people ; and to fliew who they were, and from whence 
they c&me. • It has been obferved by many of the learned, 
that fome particular race of men fpread themfelves abroad, 
and got accefs among numberlefs nations. Some have thought, 
that they' were Scythians ; others, that they were Egyp- 
tians : others ftill, that they were from Phcnicia, and Qi- 
naan. What they have laid upon the fubjed, however they 
may feem to differ from one another, may in fome degree 
be allowed. But I believe, that the true account is that 
which I have here given. I have endeavoured with great 
pains to bft the hiftory to the bottom : and it is to me manifeft, ‘ 
that they were for the moft part the Aurit®, thofe fliephcrdsof 
Egypt. This people had fpread themfelves over that country 
like a deluge : but were in time forced to retreat, and to be- 
take themfelves to other parts. In confequence of this tlij^y 
were diflipated over regions far remote. They were probably 
joi; ed by others of their family, as well as by the Canaanites, 
and the Caphtorim of Paleftina. They are to be met with in 

* They were in each country ftiled the mourning for Thamas, and Thamuz. 

* /e xai otMo 4>!;<njce5 'Ifoi', vv. ts ik 

tToAi»5 a Illy ^oiyucnr ourMfro. scA- Lucian de-Dci Syria. 

Perfis, 



The Analysis or Ancient Mythology; 


190 

Pcrfis, and Gedrofia, under the name of Oritae. They are 
to he found in Boetica upon the Atlantic under the fame 
* name. They fettled in Colchis, Thrace, Phrygia, Sicily, 
and Hetruria ; and upon the extreme parts of the Mediter- 
ranean: Diluvio ex illo tot vafta per aequora vedi. 

Thefe are the migrations, of which the ancient hiftorian 
^ Iftrus wrote in a curious treatife, long fince loft ; which 
he inferibed 7rs§i rm AiyvTTiwv oLTromoLi, We meet with 
a fummary account of them in Diodorus Siculus, who men- 
tions, that after the death of Ifis and Oftris the Egyptians 
fent out many colonics, which were (battered over the face of 
the earth. ‘ 'Oi^s ovv Aiyvmm <pu(rt y.ott [jlstx TotvTot cuxot- 
KiOLi TAsifa? AiyvTrrs koltol Tret^av rnv oim- 

{xsvriv. Of thefe migrations there were two remarkable above 
the reft : tlie one of the fons of Chus, concerning whom I 
have been treating ; the other of the Ifraelites, which was 
fomewhat later than the former. The author above takes 
notice of both thefe occurrences in a moft valuable extract 
preferved by Photius ; wherein he does not fufficiently dif- 
tinguilh the particular families of thefe emigrants, nor the 
different times of the migration : yet the account is very 


^ In Boeilca they were called Oritani. Strabo. L. 8. p. 204* 

There were Oritx in Epirus. Dicacarchus ftatus Graecix. Mbtoc rtnov uc^y 
P. 4. V. 45, 

Oritae in Pcrfis. Arrian. L. 4, c. 26. aifo in Gedrofia. See Auftor Peripli 
TVlaris Erythraci. 

Toy J'vcnv th It J'y irOTccufi OgiTcti, Schol. Dionyf, V. 1095. Clgnca f6ro> 
Steph. Byzant. There were Oritae in Pcrfis, hard by the Cutha of Jo- 
fephus. Ant. L. 9, c, 4, and c. 15. 

^ Clemens. Alexand. Strom, L. i. p. jSi. 

* Diodorus Siculus. L, 1. p. 24. 


curious 
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curious ; and the hiftory of each tranfadion plainly delinea- 
ted. ^Ev&vi HV oi ruvcOO^os^mv 01 eTKpotvsTOLTot, 

mi (JfafjxwTctTot <rv^§(K(>£vrsg eis^^i(pn(r(Di, ug rivsf <pa.<rnf, at 
rnv ‘EMatJ'a, mi tivou; ers^ng Toxsg, r^onsg aJ^iohoyng 
riyBfAOVoLg' oov riyavTd Aavaoj, mi Kadjoof, rwy aXXiav si^i^et^ 
n^cnoi, 'OJe TCoXvg Aew; ejg^ecrgv eig nv vvv xaXHfXBvriv la- 
kixy. Upon thisy as Jome writers tell us, the moft eminent 
and enter prifing of thoje foreigners, who were in Egypt, and 
obliged to leave the country, betook themfelves to the coafl of 
Greece, attd alfo to other regions, having put themfelves under 
'the commando} proper leaders for that purpofe. Some of them 
were conduced by Danaus, atid Cadmus, who were t he mojl 
illufrious of the whole, Here were befide thefe a large, but 
lefs noble, body of people, who retired into the province called 

now ‘ Judea. 

W hen therefore we fpcak of the hiftory of Greece as far back 
as wc can carry it, and of the rites and religion introduced into 
that country, we may accede to the account given of them by 
Zonaras. ’ E;^ Xa/iajwv ya^ Aaygrat <poirmcci rxvm r^og A<- 
yvTTToy mm^BP Tt^og'EXXnpag. All thefe things c. mc fromChal- 
dea to Egypt j and from thence were derived to the Greeks. Th« 
fame is atteftedby Jofephus. What preceded the arrival 
of the Cadmians, and other Cuthites, in thefe parts, is ut- 
terly unknown. With them commences the hiftory of the 
Country. It is true, there are accounts concerning Erec 

’ Ex Diodori. L. xl. apud Photium. P. ii52' 

* A fimilar account is given by the fame author. L. i. p. 24 . 

♦ Zonaras. V. i. p. 22. Alfo Synccllus. P. jc 2 . 

•• He is very full upon tbichead. Contra Apion. L. l. p. 443- »nd 44 +- 

theus. 
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thcus, En'dhonius, Cecrops, and other ancient kings; 
but they were fuperadded to the hiftory of Attica, juft as 
the names of Inachus, Phoroneus, Apis, were to that of Ar- 
gos. It was therefore matter of great furprife to Solon, when 
lie was informed by the Egyptian priefts of the ancient oc- 
currences of their country, and of the wars of the Atlan- 
tians, to find the fame names ftand at the head of their hif- 
torics, as were obfervable in thofe of Greece ; " Ksk^otfosts, 
xai Efgp^^ew?, xcu xoli E^KTiy^ovog, ruv re aXAwr. 

Por injlancey the names of Cecrops ^ EreSlheus^ EriBhonittSy 
EriJiSihon., and others. Kai ra Fwouxocv . xcu TctVTCt, 
"Tlse names alfo of their women were the fame. In reality they 
were all titles of the Deity, as might be eafily fhewn. 
Eredheus for inftance was the God of the fca, and as fuch 
worfliipcd by the very people, who inlifted him among their 
kings. This may be proved from Athenagoras. ’* AiJi^raio? 

^vei. The Athenian facrifees to EreBheusy 
the fame as Pofeidon. Strabo feems to think, that moft of 
the ancient names were foreign ; fuch as Cecrops, and Co- 
drus, and Arclus, and Cothus ; and he is certainly right in 
his opinion. 

What I have here faid, may in. fome degree prove a bafis 
for the hiftory of Greece. We may indeed talk of Xuthus, 
Ion, and Hellen ; allb of the Leleges, and Pelalgi, and thus 
amufe ourfclves in the dark : but no real emolument can 

Plato. Criiias. Vol. 3. p. 110. 

•• Legatio. P. 279. 

*• Kai aTTo Tft'v 01 cuaTft’F cTt friwj' to fafCajcr Kixfc^, xcti Ko* 

l0oi,xat.i AixAo< (read AjxAo^) xai K&605. x. A. L. 7. p. 495. 

poftlbly 
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poffibly arife, till the cloud, with which* hiftory has been 
fo long obfcured, be done away. This cannot well be ef- 
fcdled, till fome of the firft principles, upon wliich wc are to 
proceed, be made out, and thele great truths determined. 

This inquifition I have been obliged to m^c concerning 
fome of the principal perfonages in the annals of Greece. 
For it is impoflible to lay a foundation for a future hiftory 
uiilcfs what is true, and what is falfe, be previoufly deter- 
mined. All tliofc, of whom I have been treating, ftand 
foremoft in the lifts of antiquity, and have been admitted 
with too little confideration. Many of the firft Fathers in 
the Chriftian church, feeing the high pretenfions of the Gre- 
cians, tried to invalidate their claim by Ihewing, that all 
their ancient heroes were fubfequent to Mofes. I'liis was the 
repeated labour of Clemens of Alexandria, Thcophilus, Eu- 
febius, Tatianus, and others. It was a point urged by them 
continually in their recommendation of the Scriptures : as if 
priority of time were necefiarily a mark of truth. The beft 
chronologers likevvife admit thefe perfonages in their com- 
putations : and great pains have been ufed to reconcile the 
contradictions in their hiftories, and to afeertain tlie a;ra, 
when they flouriftied. Thefe learned men aCted upon a very 
laudable principle : but failed in the very beginning of their 
procefs. For, as I have before taken notice, the queftion 
ftiould not have been about the time, when thefe perfons 
lived; but whether they ever exifted. The fathers proceeded 
upon very precarious grounds ; and brought their evidence to 
a wrong teft. They indeed ftate things very fairly ; and have 
authorities for all that they advance. But the traditions ol 
VoL. II. C c the 
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were not nniform. And if any ^ntile writer 

I'Ld of carrying the *ra of Inaehur. 

Dionufus, and Perfeus, towards the ume of Mofes, had ex 
Led it to the times of the firft kin^ in Egypt. I do not 
fee what thejt could have done: for this perfon m h.s turn 
could have pToduced authorities. They rn.ght mdeed have 
difputed the point, and have oppofed evidence to evidence ; 
blit noihing certain could have enfued. 
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O F T H E 

DELUGE, 


AND THE 

Memorials thereof in the Gentile World. 


T H E hiftory of the Deluge, as it is tranfmitted to us 
by Mofes, may appear ftiort and concifc ; yet 
abounds with matter; and affords us a thorough 
infight into the moft material circumftanccs, with which 
that calamity was attended. There feems to have been a 
great convulfion in nature, infomuch that all flefli died, 
eight perfons only being faved : and the means of their deli- 
verance were fo wonderful, that very lafting imprcflions muft 
have been left upon their minds, after they had furvived 
the fearful event. The facred writer has moreover given us 
the reafons, why it pleafed God to bring this flood upon 
the world, to the deftrudion of the work of his hands. 

C c 2 
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' Hie earth was corrupt before God ; and the earth was filled 
•with violence. And God looked upon the earthy and heholdy 
it was corrupt : for all fleflo had corrupted his way upon the 
earth. And God faid unto Noah, Hoe end of all flejh is come 
before me\ for the earth is filled with violence through them : 
and beholdy I will dejlroy them with the earth. Make thee 
an ark of Gopher wood. — And this is the fafioiony which thou 
Jhalt snake it of: Hoe length of the ark pall be three hundred 
cubits y the breadth of it fifty cubit Sy and the height of it thirty 
cubits. A window fioalt thou make to the arky and in a cubit 
Palt thou finiJJo it above t and the door of the ark fioalt thou 
fet in the fide thereof. — Hous did Noah : according to ally 
that God commanded > hinjy fo did he . — ’ And Noah went w, 
and his fonSy and his wfcy and his fons wives with himy into 
the arky hecaufe of the waters of the flood. — ’ In the fix hun- 
dredth year of Noah's lifcy in the fecotid month y the feven- 
teenth day of the monthy the fame day were all the fountaim 
of the great deep broken iipy and the windows of heaven were 
opened. And the rain was upon the earth forty days and 
forty nights. In the fclf fame day entered Noahy 8cc . — And 
they went in unto Noah into the ark two and two of all fiejhy 
wherein is the breath of life. And they that went /«, went 
in male and female of all flefio, as God had commanded him : 
and the Lord finit him in. And the flood was forty days upon 
the earth : and the waters increafedy and bare up the arky 
and it was lift up above the earth . — * And all flep diedy that 

* Gencf. C. 6. V. 1 1. Sre 

* Gcnef. C. 7. v. 7, 

* Gencf. C . 7. V. 1 1. 

^ Gcnef. C. 7. v. 2 1, &c. 
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moved upon the earth-— All^ in whofe nojlrils was the breath 
of life — And every living fubjlance was dejlroyed. And 
the waters prevailed upon the earth an hundred and fifty 
days. 

We find from the above, that the Patriarch and his fa- 
mily were inclofed in an ark, or covered float ; wherein there 
was only one window of a cubit in dimenfions. This was of 
fmall proportion in refped to the bulk of the machine, 
which was above five liundrcd feet in length. It was more- 
over doled up, and faftened : fo that the perfons within were 
configned to darknefs ; having no light, but what niuft have 
been adminiftered to them from lamps and torches. They 
therefore could not have been eye-witnefles to the general 
calamity of mankind. They did not fee the mighty eruption 
of waters, nor the turbulence of the feas : when the foun- 
tains of the great deep were broken up. Yet tlie cralh of 
mountains and the noife of tlic catarads could not but have 
founded in their ears : and poflibly the cries of people 
may have reached tlicm ; wlien families and nations were 
overwhelming in the floods. The motion too of the ark 
muft have been very violent at this tempeftuous fcafon: all 
which added to the gloom, and uncertainty, in which they 
were involved, could not but give them many fearful fenfa- 
tions ; however they may have relied on Providence, and bee n 
upheld by the hand of heaven. We find that the machine, 
in which they were fecured, is termed Thebah, an ark, or 
cheft. It was of fuch a model and conflrudion as plaiiily 
indicated, that it was never dcflgncd to be manageil, or di- 
reiled by the hands of men. And it feems to have in cn 
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the purpofe of Providence throughout to figmfy tO thofe, 
who were faved, as well as to their lateft poftcrity, that their 
prefervation was not in any degree efte^lcd by human 
means. 

After this the facred hiftorian proceeds to inform us, that 
^God remembered Noah^ and every living thing-, — that was 
with him in the ark : that the fountains of the deep, and the 
windows of heaven were fjpped-, and the rain from heaven 
was refrained - — * And the ark refed in the feventh month, 
on the feventeenth day of the mo 7 Jth, upofi the mountains of 
Ararat. And the waters decreafed continually until the tenth 
month : in the tenth mo7uh-, on the frf day of the mo7ith, 
were the tops of the mountains feen. And it came to pafs at 
the end of forty days, that Noah opened the window of the ark, 
which he had made : And he fent forth a raven ; which went 
forth to and fro, until the waters were dried up from off the earth. 
Alfa he fent forth a dove from hm, to fee if the waters were 
abated frosH off the face of the ground : But the dove found 
no ref for the foie of her foot ; and foe returned unto him 
into the ark. — And he fayed yet other feven days and again 
he jent forth the dove out of the ark : And the dove came 
in to hifn in the everting ; and lo, in her mouth was an olive- 
leaf pluckt off ; fo Noah knew that the waters were abated 
from off the earth. And he fayed yet other feven days ; and 
fent forth the dove’, which returned not again unto him any 
more. — And in the fecond month, on the feven and twentieth 
day of the month, was the earth dried. And God fpake unto 

’ Gcnef. C. 8. v. i , &c. 

‘ Gcncf. C. 8. V. 4 , &c. 

Noah, 
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Noabyfayingi Go forth of the ark. And Noah went forth^and 
his fonsy and his wifty and his fons wives with him. And Noah 
builded at} altar unto the Lcrd'y and took of every dean beaft 
and of every dean fowly and offered burnt-ofcrings on the altar » 
Thefe arc the principal circumftanccs in this wonderful 
occurrence ; which I have produced in the words of the 
divine hiftorian, that I might not do injury to his narration : 
and they are of fuch a nature, as, one might well imagine, 
would be long had in remembrance. We may reafon- 
ably fuppofe, that the particulars of this extraordinary event 
would be gratefully commemorated by the Patriarch himfelf; 
and tranfmitted to every branch of his family : that they 
were made the fubjed of domeftic converfe ; where the hif- 
tory was often renewed, and ever attended with a reverential 
awe and horror ; efpecially in thofe, who had been wit- 
neflb to the calamity, and had experienced the hand of 
Providence in their favour. In procefs of time, when there 
was a falling off from the truth, we might farther exped 
that a perfon of fo high a charader as Noah, fo particu- 
larly diftinguifhed by the Deity, could not fail of being re- 
verenced by his pofterity ; and, when idolatry prevailed, 
that he would be one of the firfl: among the fons of men, 
to whom divine honours would be paid. Laftly, we might 
conclude that thefe memorials would be interwoven in the 
mythology of the Gentile world; and that there would be 
continually alluftons to thefe ancient occurrences in the rites 
and myfteries ; as they were pradifed by the nations of the 
earth. In conformity to thefe fuppofitions I fhall endea- 
vour to fhew, that thefe things did happen: Tliat the hif- 

tory 
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tory of the deluge was religioufly preferved in the firft ages; 
That every circumftance of it is to be met with among the 
hiAorians and mythologifts of different countries; and 
traces of it arc to be particularly found in the facred rites 
of F.gy{it, and of Greece. 

It will appear from many circumftances in the more an- 
cient writers, that the great Patriarch was highly reverenced 
by his poftcrity. They looked up to him as a perfon pecu- 
liarly favoured by heaven ; and honoured him with many 
titles ; each of which had a reference to fome particular 
part ol his hiffory. They ftilecl him Prometheus, Deucalion, 
Atlas, Theuth, Zuth, Xuthus, Inachus, Offris. When 
there began to be a tendency towards idolatry ; and the 
adoration of the Sun was introduced by the poftcrity of Ham ; 
the title of Helius among others was conferred upon him. 
They called him alfo M»]V, and Mav, which is the Moon ; 
the fecret meaning of which name I fhall hereafter {hew. 
When colonies went abroad, many took to thcmfelves the 
title of Minyadse and Minyse from him ; juft as others were 
denominated Achaemenidae, Aurit®, Hcliad$, from the Sun. 
People of the former name are to be found in Arabia, and 
in other parts of the world. The natives at Orchomenos 
were ftiled Minyac j as were alfo fome of the inhabitants of 
Thcflaly. It was the ancient name of the Arcadians, inter- 
preted ‘ XsKriina.1, Lunares; but grew obfolete. Noah w as 
the original Zgy?, Zeus, and Dios. He was the planter of 

*Kcci ■) Xic< Totij 6t(Tf(ri ytti ^jcruo'ieso XoAxi/fVj fv 'r^arr^ xTiTiaa 

TO! cevra (fac , yot( tS-i;; S( eisai. Schol. in /.pollofl. 

Rhod. L. 4. V. 264. 
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the vine, and the inventer of » fermented liquors; whence he 
was denominated Zeuth, which fignifies ferment; rendered 
Zeus, by the Greeks. He was alfo “ Dionufos, inter- 
preted by the Latines Bacchus, but very improperly. Bac- 
clius was Chus, the grandfon of Noah ; as Ammon may 
be in general efteemed Ham, fo much reverenced by the 
Egyptians. 

As many of thefe terms were titles, they were not always 
uniformly adapted : nor were the ancients conliftent in their 
mythology. But nothing has produced greater confulion in 
thefe ancient hiftories, than that fatal turn in the Greeks 
of reducing every unknown term to (bmc word, with which 
they were better acquainted. In fhort, they could not reft, 
till they bad formed every thing by. their own idiom ; and 
made every nation fpeak the language of Greece. Among 
t!ic people of the caft the true name of the Patriarch was 
[jreferved ; they called him Noas, Naus, and Ibmetimcs 
contrafted Nous: and many places offandity, and many ri- 
vers were denominated from him. Anaxagoras of Clazomena: 
had been in Egypt ; and had there obtained fome know- 
ledge of this perfonage. He fpoke of him by the name of 
Noas or Nous; and both he and his difciples were fenftble 
that it was a foreign appellation; yet he has well nigh ru- 

’ T'A’ OciUv . Diod. Sic. L. I. p. II. 

cc’T.ryprjjfJivr.v €^ov 7 x^ {pvietxi' 

7 5 r/. rwy Trofdyxy 

Ty< Toy oii'ov Diod. Sic. L. 3. p* 207. 

Naf j t/Ti ^yiwy IhfOphiL ad Autolyc. Lj* 2. p. 370. 

** Tii Al^’JTTTlCi €V TOli y^OVOti 

'Oy K &}6 xTt yen xct?.(iTxt. Tzetzes Chil. ig. iiiil:. 335. 

VoL. II. D d ined 
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incd the whole of a very curious hiftory, which he had been 
taught, by taking the terms in a wrong acceptation, and 
then making inferences in confequence of this abufe. 
" *Oi (Te Avcc^xyo^aioi e^fjtr)Psvyo'f N«y fjisv rov Aia, Ttiv 
A^j^volv Nar eXeyov* U^ixri^aia. ya^ 

gr<v av&^w7ro<c o vs( (3»o ftcti fjLv^evovroLi rsg jUgrot- 

TTiTT^ai^ai, J'riAovoTi airo i^'iwTsiots eis ymiriv. The difciples 
of Anaxagoras fay^ that Nous is by interpretation the 
Deity Dist or Dios : and they call Athena^ Art or Science — 
They likewife ejieent Nous the fame as “ Prometheus, He then 
proceeds to inform us, why they looked upon Nous to have 
been Prometheus : becaufe he was the renewer of mankind ; 
and was faid^ p.gTaTgs'Aa^ai ; to have fajldoned them again ^ 
after that they had been in a manner extindl. * All this 
is to be inferred from the words above. But the au- 
thor, while he is giving this curious account, ftarts ahde ; 
and forgetting that he is confcfledly treating of a foreign 
term, recurs to his own language ; and from thence frames 
a folution of the (lory. He tells us that Nous, which he 
had been fpeaking of as a proper name, was after all a Gre- 
cian term, ra;, the mind : that the mind was Protnetheia ; 
and Prometheus was faid to renew mankind^ from new form- 

’* Eufeb. Hift. Synagoge. P. 374. What is rendered Nw, Ibould be ex- 
prefled or Nofe. 

Eufebius in another place mentions o( Tr^rniy ffAXj^ 

dtuiTo. Chron. Can. P. 103. 

Aiovucovj Aloi Nm*. Macrob^ Saturn. L. i. c. 18. 

TTOTapLOijxcu n fAoy^i, Hcfych^ 

ing 
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ing their minds ; and leading them by culthatim from igm^ 
ranee to ** knowledge. Thus have the Greeks by their afFec- 
tation continually ruined hiftory : and the reader may judge, 
how diiHcult it is to fee the truth through the mift, with 
which it is environed. One would imagine, that Homer 
had an eye to this fatality in his countrymen, when he made 
the following pathetic exclamation : 

A Ti KOXQV Toh 7ra^£T6 ; yvKTi iisv vijuey 

EiXvctrou xgfaXai ts, rs Jg 

Ov^avs g^ajro^wXe, Koucri sTib'sf^o/xsp 

Near the temple of Eleuhnian Damater in Arcadia, were 
two vaft ftones, called Petroma : one of which was ered j 
and the other was laid over, and inferted into the former. 
There was a hollow place in the upper ftone, with a lid to 
it. In this among other things was kept a kind of malk, 
which was thought to reprefent the countenance of Dama- 
ter, to whom thefe ftones were facred. 1 mention this cir- 
cumftance, becaufe there was a notion among the Pheneatae, 
who were the inhabitants of this diftrid, that the Goddefe 
came into tliefe parts in an age very remote, even before the 
days of Naos, or Noah. hoyog, xxi n 

Naov a<pix6(^xi yx§ xou evrxv^x TrXarwjtterjjr. 

Suidas has preferved from feme ancient author a curious 
memorial of this wonderful perfonage j whom he affeds to 

** Fulgentius fays the fame from Apollophanes, C. 2. p. 62 1 . Apollophanes 
in (aero carmine feribit Saturnum quafi (acrum Nw j Nw enim Graecc fenfus 
dicitur : aut fatorem Kwk. 

Horn. OdyiT. T. V. 351. 

Paofan. L. 8. p. 63a Nasj is cerwinly a tranfpofition for Near, Noah. 

D d a diflin- 
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diftinguifli from Deucalion, and ftiles Nam«o?, Nannacus. 
'‘‘SccvvctKog^ TraAa/of rgo /^HievxoLhtmog- Tarcv <pa,(ri Ba- 
er/ Asa ycysT^a/, — q; x^oai^ug rov ixeXKona. mroLKXv<r[/,o)if (Tvv- 
uyayuv Travrug sig to 'Is^op [xstck, JccKfjo)p Ustsvts. Ka/ 
grct^Oifnx bti Nolppxxs^ em rm <r<po^^oL zcf.Xxiwv xai ot^'^a.mv. 
JVamaa^s was n perfon of great antiquity y prior to the time 
of Deucalion. He is faid to have been a hingy who forefeeing 
the approaching deluge y colie Sled every body together y and led 
them to a tempk\ where he offered up his prayers for theniy 
accompanied with many tears. There is likewife a proverbial 
expreffion about Nannacus % which is applied to people of great 
antiquity. Suidas has done great injury to this curious tra- 
dition by a mifapplication of the proverb at the clofe. What 
he alludes to was ra Ha.\vaK^ xXxioc, vcl oiv^opcAi'y a pro- 
verb, wliich had no relation to time, nor to ancient perfons ; 
but was matlc ufc of in a general calamity ; whenever it 
could with propriety be faid, / fuffery as Noah fuffered ; or, 
the calamities of Noah are renewed in me. Stephanus gives 
great light to this hiftory, and fupplies many deficiencies. 
He calls the pcrlon Annaeus ; and like Suidas, makes him 
of great antiquity, even prior to the reputed xra of Deuca- 
lion. He fuppoles him to have lived above three hundred 
years : at which period, according to an oracle, all mankind 
were to be dertroyed. This event happened by a deluge; 

. which this author calls the deluge of Deucalion, inftead of 
Annaeus. In confcquencc of this unfortunate diftinr^lion 

’* There IS fornc mifttke in this name. Nanaxa; may have been a v.uiation 
for N«.;ax Noacus : or it may be for Nav-NaHw, Noah Rex. 

between 
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between two charaders, which were one and the fiunCj he 
makes the aged perfon to be deftroyed in the general cala- 
mity, and Deucalion to be faved. He takes notice df the 
proverb, and mentions the renewal of the world. <I>a(r< 
Jg kt riv Tig AvvoLiLogy k ke§ tcl j^ictKOTia. STn* Tag 

k (jutnevTct^di sug rmg 

IJLogy oTi T8T8 rsKBVTYiTOLVTog TOLmg iiaip^u^riTorrcii, 'Oi k 
(Pfiy&g cunTOLnBg s^^yivhv (r<po^§ug’ ct,<p a Tra^oif^ix, to stti 
Avyxxa yJhxvTsiVy stti tocv Kixv oi^Ti^op.svwv. TBvofMsvn (Tg 73 
KxrxK'hvTfJL^ sxi AsvmKiumy xxvrsg Sistp^x^riTxy, Avx^ri^xv^ 
^stTYig k m yr,g, 0 Zsvg suBhsvTB Tw H^op^gi Kcti t») A^m 
giJwXa ^ixxKxcxi bk th xrM, Kxt T^ocr/iaAgtraprof T8g 
xn\)Mg sy.^v(rr,rcii wxtiv skb^svcs, xxi ^wrret xxotbMctxi. 
T'he tradition is, that there was formerly a king named An- 
naeus, the extent of xvhofe life was above three hundred 
years. The people, who were of his neighbourhood and ac- 
quaintance, had enquired of an oracle, how long he was to 
live. And there was an anfwer given, that when Annaeus 
died, all mankind would be defrayed, Voe Phrygians upon 
this account made great lamentations : from whence arofe 
the proverb, ro BXi AvPXKH kKxvTsiv, the lamentation for An- 
naeus', made ufe of for people or circumfances highly calami- 
tous, Jd^hen the food of Deucalion came, all mankind was 


*’ Stephan. Byzant. Henoy. 

'* Noah lived above three hundred years after the flood > which this writer 
has fuppofed to have been his term of life when the flood came. The an- 
cients eftimated the former life of Noah, or Ofiris, to his entrance into the ark : 
this interval in the ark was efteemed a ftatc of death: and what enfued was 
looked upon as a fecond life, and the renewal of nature. This will api^car 

aU through the Gentile hiftory of the deluge. defrayed. 
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deflr(^edt accordit^ as the oraele had feretold. Aftermards^ 
•when the furface of the earth began to be again dry^ Zeus or- 
dered Prometheus and Minerva to make images of day in the 
form of men : and when they were finijhed^ he called the winds ^ 
and made them breathe into each^ and render them vital. How- 
ever the ftory may have been varied, the principal outlines 
plainly point out the perfon, who is alluded to in thefe hifto- 
ries. Manyperfonages having been formed out of one has been 
the caufe of great confufion both in thefe inftances, and in 
numberlefs others. Indeed the whole mythology of the aticients 
has by thefe means been fedly clouded. It is, I think, manifeft, 
that Annaeus and Nannacus, and even Inacus, relate to Noa- 
chus, or Noah. And not only thefe, but the hiftories of Deu- 
calion, and Prometheus have a like reference to the Patriarch; 
in the llx hundredth year (and not the three hundredth) 
of whole life the waters prevailed upon the earth. He was 
the father of mankind, who were renewed in him. Hence 
he is reprefented by another author, under the character of 
Prometheus, as a great artift, by whom men were formed 
anew, and were inftruded in all that was good. He makes 
*" Minerva cooperate with him in making images of clay, ac- 
cording to the hiftory before given : but he additionally 
gives to her the province of infpiring them with a living 
foul, inllead of calling the winds together for that purpofe. 
Hence the foul of man according to Lucian is an emana- 
tion of Divine Wifdom. 

Gcncf, C. 7. V, !!• 

K«u T# 0 marm (0 St rot xcti 

i I MnNE0T2A roy xocj TomtroL uvm rm Tt /^.acr/nara. 

Lucitiu pLOmcih. in Vcrbii. VoL 1. p. i6. 


Noah 
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Noah was the original Cronus, and 2^us ; though the 
latter is a title conferred fometimcs upon his fon, Ham. 

*' n^wTJfOf josv avamv eTri^Covtuv K^ovos 
Eji (Je K^oya ysver otmoi muS (Jt-sya; svfvorct Zstif. 
There is a very particular exprefllon recorded by Clemens 
of Alexandria, and attributed to Pythagoras ; who is faid to 
have called the fea K^ova Jax^yoy, tie tear of Cronus : and 
there was a farther tradition concerning this perfon, ** xarflf- 
Ttivsiv Ta Tcxya, that be dranky or /wallowed upy all his chil- 
dren. The tears of Ifis arc reprcfented as very myfterious. 
They are faid to have flowed, whenever the Nile began to 
rife, and to flood the country. The overflowing of that ri- 
ver was the great fource of affluence to the people: and 
they looked upon it as their chief bleffing ; yet it was ever 
. attended with myftical tears, and lamentations. This was 
particularly obfervable at Coptos, where the principal Deity 
was Ifis. Coptos eft civitas Mareotica ^gypti, in qui lo 
verfa in Ifidem colitur : cujus facris fiftro celebratis Nilus 
exaeftuat. — Proventum fru<ftuum ^gyptii quaerunt ufque ad 
veros plandtus : namque irrigatio Nili fupradidtorum fledbus 
imploratur. This writer imagines, that the tears, and la- 
mentations of the people were to implore an inundation : 
and the tears of Ifis according to Faufanias were fuppofed to 

*’ LaAant. de FalC Relig. V. i. c. 13. p. 61. 

** Toiavrcc kcu os riihayofios tiyuraorroy fitr xvmt Ttn irAarKToK) 

Kfowdt T»r x«i fWfutfTrs /jm^soh fugos;x(v av 

wVo rt (nri Tt Tosmaiy cufsy^Mrsof'tK ttpifuya, Clemeni of the wilful 

obfeurity of the ancient Greek writers. Strom. L. 5. p. 676. 

Etymolog. Magnum. 

** Lutatiua Placidus in Stat Theb. L. 1. v. 3S5. 

I 


make 
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make the river fwell. But all this was certainly faid, and 
done, in memorial of a former flood, of which they made 
the overflowing of the Nile a type. 

As the Patriarch was by fome reprefented as a king called 
Naachus and Nauachus ; fo by others he was ftiled Inachus, 
and fuppofed to have reigned at Argos. For colonies, 
wherever they came, in procefs of time fuperadded the tra- 
ditions, which they brought, to the hiftories of the coun- 
tries, where they fettled. Hence Inachus was made a king 
of Greece j and Phoroneus, and Apis brought in fucceflion 
after him. But I have more than once taken notice, that 
Inachus was not a name of Grecian original. It is men- 
tioned by Eufebius in his account of the firft ages, that 
there reigned in Egypt Telegonusy a prince of foreign extract 
iion 3 nvho was the fon of Or us the Pepherd3 and the feventh in 
dejeent from' Inachus, And in the fume author we read, that 
a colony went forth from that country into Syria, wliere they 
founded the ancient city Antioch ; and that they were con- 
duEled by ’’ Cafus and Belus3 who were fans of Inachus, Thcfc 
events were far more early than any hiftory of Greece ; let it 
be removed as far back, as tradition can be carried. But other- 
wife, what relation can a prince of Egypt^ or Cafus and 
Belus, who came originally from Babylonia, have with a fup- 
pofed king of Argos ? By Inachus is certainly meant Noah : 
and the hiftory relates to fome of the more early defeendants 

*3 Paufan. L. lo. p. 88 1. 

In /F.gypto regnavit Tclcgonus Oris paftoris filius, feptimus ab Inacho. 
Kul'cb. Chron. Xtth, Lat. p. 14. 

Yxi Irani Eufeb. 

Chron. P. 24. Sec alfo Zonaras. L. i. p. 2t. 

of 
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of the Patriarch. His name has been rendered very unlike 
itfclf, by having been lengthened with terminations ; and 
otherwife falhioned according to the idiom of different na- 
tions. But the circumftanccs of the hiftory are fo precife 
and particular, that we cannot mifs ol the truth. 

He feems in the Eaft to have been called Noas, Noalis, 
Nufus, and Nus, and by the Greeks his name was com- 
pounded Dionufus. The Amonians, wherever they came 
founded cities to his honour : hence places called Nufa will 
often occur. Hefyehius fays, that there were both cities and 
mountains (liled Nufean in many parts of the ** world : and 
hcinftancesin Arabia, Ethiopia, Egypt, Babylonia, Eruthrea, 
Thracia, Tlicffaly, Cilicia, India, Libya, Lydia, Macedonia, 
the illand 'Naxos; alfo a Nufa near mount Pangaeus ; and a 
place of this name in Syria, the fame, which was called af- 
terwards Scythopolis. There was alfo a place called Nufa 
upon mount Caucafus ; and upon Helicon . alio in the 
illand Eubcea ; where was a notion, that grapes would 
bloffom, and come to perfedion in one day. Of the Nufa 
in India Philoftratus takes notice ; and fays, that Irom 
thence Dionufus had the title of Nufios. Nytnoj 0 A/o- 

iv<riO-i oLTfo sv Ny<rijf ovoiMd^sTciit But this, if the 


** y-Xt Ni'O’ilioi' « xaS-’ iix tstci-’ £~, A.'jap.t-j.-, Ai.jt 

Gjaxnt, Ki/ \.hy;, A 

Aihx^Muxd onxi, Notja, ro llayyxnr, Ilelycli. 

Six fxixi -hy.iQXi TW ay.Trih'iv (px^xiy ai’Gnir, yai 7ii' Tri rzn 

Steph. Byzant. 

Vit. Apollon. Tyan, L. 2. p. 56. 
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VoL. II. 
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author fays the truth, muft have been owing to a great mif- 
takc : for there were, as I have (hewn, many cities fo 
called ; which did not give the name; but were all univer- 
faily denominated from him. Thefe, though widely dif- 
tant, being fituated in countries far removed, yet retained 
the fame original hiftories ; and were generally famous for the 
plantation of the vine. Milled by this fimilarity of tradi- 
tions people in aftertimes imagined, that Dionufus muft ne- 
cefiarily have been, where his hiftory occurred : and as it 
was the turn of the Greeks to place every thing to the ac- 
count of conqueft; they made him a great conqueror, who 
went over the face of the whole earth, and taught mankind the 
plantation of the vine : Atovv(rov BTsT^^ona, fJt.eTX jr^aTOTrstJa 
‘srctcav mv oiKSfJievriVy ts t»)v <pursMv rriv ufjtTrsKs, km 

Tfjy sv Toi$ Krtmg rm jSoT^vw. It is faid, that 

Dionufus •went iviih an army over the face of the whole earth ; 
and taught mankind., as he pajfed along, the method of plant- 
ing the vine ; and him to prefs out the juice, and receive it 
in proper vcffels. 

Though the Patriarch is reprefented under various titles ; 
and even thefe not always uniformly appropriated: yet there 
will continually occur fuch peculiar circumftances of his 
hiftory, as will plainly point out the perfon referred to. The 

** 1 here was a city Noa, built by the ancient Dorians in Sicily; called by 
Sttphanus N'oa;’ to iSnxor Noa/c$. 

I’hc Scriptures ipeak of cities called Amon-No, and No-Amon in Egypt. 
Ezek. C. 30. V- 14, &c. jerem. C. 46. v. 25. 

I'lie city Naucratis in the lame country was probably Nau-Carat, fimilar to 
thcKiridih of the Hebrews ; and fignitied the city of Nau,^or Noah. 

A city Noa was near Sycnc, Plin. Nat. Hift. L. 6, c, 29. 

Diodor. Sic. L. 3. p. 197. 



3 



The Analysis of Ancient Mycology. 


211 


pcrfon preferved is always mentioned as prefervcd in an ark. 
He is defcribed as being in a ftate of darknefs ; which is re- 
prefentcd allegorically as a ftate of death. He then obtains a 
new life, which is called a fccond birth ; and is faid to have 
his youth renewed. He is on this accoqnt looked upon as 
the firftborn of mankind : and both his antediluvian and 
poftdiluvian ftates are commemorated, and fometimes the 
intermediate alfo is fpoken of. 

” KiKKiri<rxo} Aiovv(rov, s^tfigofMoVy evag-n^Xy 
HPaxoroNON, aioth, iPiroNON. 
n^ooTsj S'' sc <pxo; Amvro; (T s-KSKhr^^ri. 
Diodorus calls him Deucalion j but deferibes the Deluge, 
as in a manner univerfal ; kxtx rov stti Asvm?iiwyos y£vo~ 
fjLsvov KxrUKXvgfjiov ef^x^rj rx zKstgx gm : In the De- 
lugCy which happened in the time of Deucaliony almoft all fiefli 
died, Apollodorus having mentioned Deucalion sv Kx^vxiHy 
conjigned to an arky takes notice, upon his quitting it, of 
his offering up an immediate facrifice, Ah to the 

God, who delivered him. As he was the father of all 
mankind, the ancients have made him a pcrfon of very cx~ 
tenftve rule ; and fuppofed him to have been a king. Some- 
times he is defcribed as monarch of the whole earth : at 
other times he is reduced to a petty king of Theflaly. He is 

Orphic Hymn. 29. p. 222. 

Orphic. Fragm. apud Macrob. Saturnal. L. i. c. 18. 
vSometimes b changed to a female, and then made the daughter 

of Deucalion. IlgcoToyei^ix /g AeuxaAi«r;j xoc< Schol. in Find. Oiynip. 

Od. 9. V, 63. 

’’ Diodor. Sicul. L. i.p. 10. 

Apollodor. L. i. p. 20. 

Ee 2 mentioned 



212 


The Analysis of Ancient Mythology. 


mentioned by Hellanicus in the latter capacity ; who 
fpeaks of the deluge in his time, and of his building altars 
to the Gods. Apollonius Rhodius fuppofes him to have 
been a native ol Greece, according to the common notion ; 
but notwithftanding his prejudices he gives fo particular a 
chaTadlcr of him, that the true hiftory cannot be miftaken. 
He makes him indeed the fon of Prometheus, the fon of 
Japetus but in thefe ancient mythological accounts all ge- 
nealogy muft be entirely difregarded. 

” IciTTSTioi/J/ii ajyoL^ov re/ts AsDxaXiwva, 

'O? 7r^(f.'T0i 7roir,<rs kui s^sijJLOLro vriBi ^ 

A&olvco’oi?, (Je kui ctv^^ooTroov ^ci<nXsv<rsv. 

‘Aiy.oviYi)i (Ji) rr!^ Je TFS^iKnove? xaAsaenv. 

Though tliis charadter be not prccifcly true ; ydt we may 
learn that the perfon reprefented was the firfl. of men, 
through whom religious rites were renewed, cities built, 
and civil polity cftabliflied in the world : none of which 
circumflances are applicable to any king ot Greece. We 
are affured by Philo, that Deucalion was Noah, 
fXBv A£yxa^.<wva, XaxJaioi Nf2E BZOvofJiOL^iifriVy so a lov 
jMsyoLv )(C(.TOi.ii?\.i>(r[xov ows'^rj ysvsTCoLi. The Grecians call the 
'Perfo?t Deucalion^ but the Chaldeans Jlile him Noe ; in whofe 
time there happened the great eruption of waters. The Chal- 

Ot* cTr >cai fCotcrtAt'jag HAAocvi^cJi: iv t)N 

A^uxaAw: *ai: o'n Twr S'ojSeKct iS'^vaccTj HA- 

^ctitxci €y rco auTx. Schol. in Apollon. Rhod. L. j. v. 1085. 

^ He was the fame as Prometheus, the perfon here called japetionides. 

Apollon. Rhod. L. j, v. 1085, 

Philo Jud. dc praemio ct poena, Vol. 2. p. 412, 

deans 
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(Jeans likewife mentioned him by the name of Xifouthros. 
'O Nws S<(raS‘^o$ Xeth^ouoa. 

That Deucalion was unduly adjudged by the people of 
Thefl'aly to their country folcly, may be proved Irom his 
name occurring in different parts ot tlic world ; and always 
accompanied with fome hiftory of the deluge. The natives 
of Syria laid the fame claim to him. He was fuppofed to 
have founded the temple at Hiefapolls j where was a chafm, 
through which the waters after the deluge were faid to 
have retreated. He was likewife reported to have built 
the temple- of Jupiter at Athens ; where was a cavity of the 
fame nature ; and a like tradition, that the waters of the 
flood palled off' through this aperture. However ground- 
lefs the Motions may be of the waters having retreated 
through thefe pafl'ages ; yet they flicw what imprelllons 
of tiffs event were retained by the Amonians, who iir- 
troduced fome hiftory of it, wherever they came. As dif- 
ferent nations fucceeded one another in thefe parts, and time 
produced a mixture of generations -, they varied the hiftory 
and modelled it according to their notions and traditions: 
'•et the groundwork was always true ; and the event for a 
loner time univcrfally commemorated. Jofephus, who feems 
to have been a perfon of extcnfive knowledge, and verfed m 


Cedren. P. u. 

Lucian, de Dea Syria. P. 883. 

33 How various thefc accounts were, tven m the lame place, vve n ay Icrn 

from Lucian. Ao-,. r.r u ...r 

P. 882. 
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the hiftorics oF nations, fays, that this great occurrence 
was to be met with in the writings of all perfons, who treated 
of the firfl: ages. He mentions Berofus of Chaldea, Hiero- 
nymus of Egypt, who wrote concerning the antiquities of 
Phenicia ; alfo Mnafeas, Abydenus, Melon, and Nicolaus 
Dumafeenus, as writers, by whom it was recorded : and 
adds, that it was taken notice of by many others. 

As we proceed towards the eaft, we fhall find the traces 
of this event more vivid and determinate than thole of 
Greece ; and more conformable to the accounts of Mofes. 
Eufebius has preferved a raoft valuable extract tp this pur- 
pofe from -Abydenus ; which was taken from the archives 
of the Modes and Babylonians. This writer ipeaks of Noah 
as a king, whom he names Seifithrus ; and fays^ that the 
Jlood began upon the fifteenth day of the month Defius : that 
during the prevalence of the waters Seifithrus fent out birds y 
that he might judge if the flood had fubfided : but that the 
hirdsy not finditig any refiing placey returned to him again. 
'This was repeated three times ; when the birds were found to 
return with their feet flamed with foil : by which be htew that 

yr^oavfJLUtvst jm.€v 7rA>t.>ci; cuC^(,:v Aeam 

(tti $i%cC xeAfufi Si Trar, cti y^ctfJLfAarccv »v i^ofjLivov €v HAm irofijEi 
%V XtyrTTCC^OKTiV e(,7rQX^il^0U' Si raVTa iTTlTiAiX 'TTOimOLij ivbiOtiS i-T 

fAivmoLvcLirXis^ TraoxuTixoc fjuv T<x ?x Si{]ui^t^ 

iiriiTct t)cc?T«crg, fAeTiiit toov Trii^nv TTOievfAiioSf iiXH iSoup ra vSof 

ToivKl'vcTav, At Sty ix,Sf^ofJiiyii o(piati TTiXoi'^yi a^oeviQ^y etiro^'daai cxn xxro^^ 

fd.tJOVirTaij TTOCfX TOV '^i(Tt^OOV OTTiCTW xovLi^orvcu' xai iir' eouTmtv in^xi. 

S f r^trt HTuyiH y xiriKcLTo ya^ Sjh ttwAw xxruTrXioi xas ragay^y 6eoi jluv 

av^fMTTcoy a^ari^tfcriy. To Si tAciov iy A.o^ivs'n •wi^cLTnet ^Atdv 
^fltf/xaxct Tw<TJt' iinypopiQt'n TrafityfeTo. Abydcn. apud Eufeb. Pnep. Evang. 
L. 9. c. 12. See alfo Cyril, contra Juliaiu L. i* p. 8, 


the 
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the flood was abated. Upon this be quitted the ari j and was 
never more feen of men^ being taken away by the gods from 
the earth. Abydenus concludes with a particular, in which 
all the eaftern writers are unanimous ; that the place of dc- 
feent from the ark was in Armenia : and fpeaks of its re- 
mains being preferved for a long time. Plutarch mentions 
the Noachic dove, and its being fent out of the ark. A 
curious account to the prefent purpofe is by Eufebius given 
from Melon, who wrote a treatile againft the Jews. He 
takes notice among other things of the perfon, who furvived 
the deluge,, retreating with his fons after the calamity from 
Armenia : but he has mixed much extraneous matter in his 
narration ; and fuppofes, that they came to the mountainous 
l^arts of Syria, inftead of the plains ol SInnar. 

But the moft particular hiftory of tlie Deluge, and the 
ncareft of any to the account given by Mofes, is to be found 
in Lucian. He was a native of Samofata, a city of Com- 
magene upon the Euphrates : a part of the world wliere 
memorials of tlic Deluge were particularly preferved ; and 
where a reference to that hiftory is continually to be ob- 
ferved in the rites and worftiip ol the country. His know- 
ledge therctore was obtained Irom the Aluilic natiotis, 

0< iJ.iv uv t-v fjccri tx Aaorjcv-'s 

SnXx-p.u yir'cyai y~y i';u> -rix/iy ocTriVTacTtry. Plli*- 

tarch. de folert. Animal. V. 2. p. 96b’. 

t’ O Je T>:i‘ at/ffxfctiij t/i’ xazee 1 -/J 1 9 y.aTx t-' yxTuy'.' /- 

/J:y ?WII' aTO T,:i Ayxauxi oc ri-/ >rii' T.f ~ rit.fiZ.yt: rx xi.'rcoi-r:" «.«Ta v- . 
ww, tx T&’t' itiu'y j~ j 'li-i f', >' /'Pli'i', jiuivesivTa. Ti-;' ii-r y ■ 

yjt'^xv iXSTiit i.' Trii /js.i /■> t.n -’.'^‘ '■3 f'ryi . Hufeb. Pr®p. Lva'';' 

L. 9. c 19! p. 

ainon?. 
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;inK)ii” ’loin he was born ; and not from his kinfmen the 
} fclladijny, who were far inferior in the knowledge of an- 
cient times. J le deferibes Noah under the name of Deu- 
calion : and lays, that {he prefent race of mankind are dif- 
ferent from thofci ivho firjl exifled\ for thofc of the antedilu- 
vian world were all deflroycd. The prejent world is peopled 
from the font of Deucalion ; having esicreafed to fo great a 
number from one perfon. In rcfpeSl to the former broody 
they were men of violence^ and lawlefs in their dealings. They 
regarded not oaths^ nor obferved the rites of hofpitalit)\ sior 
f jewed mercy to thofe^ who fued for it. On this account they 
were doomed to deftruSlion : and for this purpofe there was 
a mighty eruption of waters from the earthy attended with 
heavy powers from above \ fo that the rivers fwelled^ ajid 
the fea overflowed^ till the whole earth was covered with a 
floods asid all fleflj drowned. Deucalion alone was preferved^ 
to repeople the world. This mercy was floewn to him on ac- 
count of his juflice and piety. His prefervation was efleEied 
in this manner : He put all his family.^ both his fons and their 
wives y into a vafl arky which he had provided : and he went 
into it his frlf. At the fame time animals of every fpeciesy 
boarSy horfesy lionsy ferpentSy whatever lived upon the face of 
th c earthy followed him by pairs : all which he received into 
the ark ; and experienced no evil from them : for there pre- 
vailed a wonderful harmony throughout y by the immediate 
influence of the Deity. Thus were they wafted with hinSy as 
long as the flood endured. After this lie proceeds to mention 

Lucian, de Dei Syria. V. a. p. 882. 


that 
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that, upon the difappearlng of the waters, Deucalion went 
forth from the ark, and raifed an ♦» altar to God : but he 
tranfpofes the feene to Hierapolis in Syria ; where the na- 
tives pretended to have very particular memorials of the 
Deluge. 

Moft of the authors, who have tranfmitted to us thefe 
accounts, at the fame time inform us, that the remains of 
the ark were in their days to be feen upon one of the moun- 
tains of Armenia. Abydenus particularly fays in confirma- 
tion of this opinion, that the people of the. country ufed to 
get fome finall pieces of the wood, which they carried about 
by way of amulet. And Berofus mentions, that they 
feraped off the afphaltus, with which it had been covered, 
and ufed it in like manner for a charm. And this isfo far 
confonant to truth, as there was originally about the ark 
fome ingredient of this nature. For when it was com- 
pleated by Noah, he was ordered finally to fecure it both 
witliin and without with pitch or bitumen. Some of the 
father^, how truly informed I cannot fay, feem to infifl: 
upon the certainty of the fad, that the ark in their time 
was ftill in being. Theophilus fays exprefly that the 
remains were to be feen upon the mountains of Aram, 
or Armenia. And Chryfoftom appeals to it, as to a thing 

Lucian fpeaks of altars in the plural : Ai\jKOiXir»f Se iiret tolS e 
tosjjAK Tg gSgTo. What is here alluded to, is plain. Sec Genefis. c. 6. v, ao« 

Gcnef. C. 6. v. 14, The Seventy make ufc of the fame term as Berofus : 
Kgu acr^aATOHrs/j eauBfr xoci e^cuQey tv 

Kz/Smth Ta ra (feu^o fiixnrrou uvau iy TOif Ago/Sixoa (legC 

A^uf/jxots) oQiaiv, Ad Autol. L. 3. P« 39*« 

VoL. II. F f well 
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well known ; ** Do noty fays he, thofe mountains of Armenia 
bear witnefs to the truth ? thofe mountainsy where the Ark 
frji rejled ? and are not the remains of it preferved there even 
unto this day f 

Such was the Gentile hiftory of the Deluge : varied indeed, 
and in fome meafure adapted to the prejudices of thofe, 
who wrote; yet containing all the grand circumftances, with 
which that cataftrophe was attended. The ftory had been 
fo inculcated, and the imprelTions left upon the minds of 
men were fo ftrong, that they feem to have referred to it 
continually ; and to have made it the principal fubjeit of 
their religious inftitutions. I have taken notice of a cuilom 
among the priefts of Amon, who at particular feafons ufed 
to carry in proceflion a boat, in which was an oracular 
fhrine, held in great veneration. They were laid to have 
been eighty in number ; and to have carried the lacred vel- 
fel about, juft as they were diredfed by the impulfc of the 
Deity. ” 'Ttto veccs 7te§i<ps§era.k vtto oy^orir 

KOPTct (o ©eo?). 'OvToi (Jle stti rcev wjw.wi' <ps§ovreg tov ©sov 
T f oay8(r<v oLvro[jLXT(»}gy otts ayoi to m 0£8 vsvfia. rriv tco^siolv. 
1 mentioned at the fame time, that this cuftom of carrying 
the Deity in an ark or boat was in ufe among the Egyp- 
tians, as well as the people of Ammonia, Biftiop Poeock 
has preferved three fpecimens of ancient fculpture, wherein 
this ceremony is difplayed. They arc of wonderful anti- 

ytxi Ta t>s fi'9at ti KjCwtoj 

Afi'i-ayet avmf !ui luy fxit Trpof i,utTefxy C-ro/Jiytiaiy. Dc pertcfta Cha- 

rit. V. 6 . p. 748. Edit. Sav'd. 

•* Diodor. SicuL L. 17. p. 528. Sec vol. i. p. 252. and Plate. 

4 quity > 
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quity ; and were found by him in upper Egypt. Two 
of them he copied at Luxorein in fome apartments of the 
temple, which Diodorus Siculus fo much fplebratcs. 

Part of the ceremony in moft of the ancient myfterics 
conhfted in carrying about a kind of fhip or boat ; which 
cuftom upon due examination will be found to relate to no- 
thing elle but Noah, and the Deluge. The (hip of Ifis 
is well known ; and the celebrity among the Egyptians, 
whenever it was carried in public. The name of this, and 
of all the navicular (brines was Baris i which is very remarka- 
ble j for it. was the very name of the mountain, according 
to Nicolaus Damafeenus, on which the ark of Noah refted ; 
the fame as Ararat in Armenia. “ Es'/v T»)v MnyatTa 
jiAgya 0^05* xara rtiv A^fumv, en 0 TroA^aj 

(rv(x<f:vyQnxi sin th xoLrxKXvrys Koyo; rs^KruOrimy mt 
Tiva, sTci swt t>]v oxe<Aa<, xcti ret 

Ag<\^aya twv 0 t>Awy st< ttoAu irw^rjyai. Ihere ii a large 
mountain in Armenia^ which Jlands above the country of the 
Miny<Sy called Baris ; to this it was faid^ that many people 
betook thetnf elves in the time of the Deluge^ and were faved : 

See Lexicon Petifei. laxnblichus. SedV. 6. c. 5. p. J47. and notes. P. 28^5. 

Apud Eufeb, Praep. Evang. L. 9. c. 1 1. p. 4 * 4* 

See alfo Nic. Damafc. apud Jofeph. Jud. Amiq. L. i. c. 3. §. 6. 

3 fj.it* <f^ioiX.of/Lt^ov Tct (TCofiCCTOt TrAoisr I^iodor* SiC. L. I. 

p. 87. of the facred boat, in which the dead were tranfporied to the Charonian 
plains. 

Strabo, L. II. p. 803. mentions a Goddefs Baris in Armenia, whp had a 
temple at mount Abus. 

Herodotus Ipeaks of Baris, as the Egyptian name of a (hip. L. 2. c. 96. 
Sec Eimpidcs Iphig. in Aulis. V, 297. and iEfchyli Pcrfac. P. 151. 

7iay S' e ovk UTrtpdopyj, AurypyoTivK royBac^iy, Lycophron. V. 747 * 

F f 2 
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and there is a tradition of one perfon in particular floating in 
an arky and arriving at the fummit of the mountain. We 
may be affured tl^ that the (hip of Ifis was a facred em- 
blem : in honour of which there was among the Egyptians 
an annual feftival. It was in aftertimes admitted among 
the Romans, and fet down In their Calendar for the 
month of March. The former in their deferiptions of the 
primary deities have continually fome reference to a (hip or 
float. Hence we frequently read of ” Qeot V0LVTiXt\.onsi. They 
oftentimes, fays Porphyry, deferibe the fun in the charader 
of a man failing on a float. And Plutarch obfeeves to the 
fame purpofe, that they did not reprefent the fun and the 
moon in chariots j dKKx TtXoioii 0'^YiiJ,x<ri •^oifxsvag tts^- 
^ixXsiVy but wafted about upon floating machines, * In doing 
which they did not refer to the luminaries ; but to a perfon- 
age reprefented under thofc titles. The Sun, or Orus, is like- 
wife deferibed by lamblichus as fitting upon the lotus, and 
failing in a vcfiel. 

Calcndatium Rufticutn menfe Martio habet I/tdis navigiim, quod eft 
vEgyptiorum feftum, a Romanis admiffum. Marfh. Can. Chron. Sc<ft. 14, 
P- 356 - 

See Grater's Inicript. P. 138. 

” lamblich. dc Myfter, Seft. 7, c. 

'* HAwi- S't Trore < 7 -u/a/ 3 e,S>;)coTJS TrAoia. Porphyry 

apud Eufeb. P. E. L. 3. p, 115. 

'♦IftsetOfiris. P. 364. Sec alfo Eufeb. Prasp. Evang. L. 3. c. n. p. , ,5. 
Clemens Alexand. Strom. L. 5. p. 670. ‘HAiorsTr/ a-Aoia. 

* Evi T6 Aoitw Ka^ufifrosy xai (jti ttAsm ictursAAo/udcf (9ew.) lamblichus 
deMyft. Sea. 7. p. 151. 


It 
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It is (aid of Sefoftris, that lie conftrufted a *' fhip, which 
was two hundred and eighty cubits in length. It was of 
cedar ; plated without with gold, and inlaid with filver : 
and it was, when finifhed, dedicated to Ohris at Thebes. 
It is not credible, that there (hould have been a Ihip of this 
lize, efpecially in an inland diftrift, the moft remote of any 
in Egypt, It was certainly a temple, and a fhrine. The 
former was framed upon this large fcale : and it was the 
latter, on which the gold and filver were fo lavifhly expend- 
ed. There is a remarkable circumftance relating to the Ar- 
gonautic expedition ; that the dragon flain by Jafon was of 
the dimenlions of a Trireme : by which mud be meant, 
that it was of the ihape of a fliip in general ; for there were 
no Trirenles at the time alluded to. And I have moreover 
(hewn, that all thefe dragons, as they have been reprefented 
by the poets, were in reality temples, Dracontia ; where, 
among other rites, the worlhip of the ferpent was infti- 
tuted. There is therefore reafon to think, that this temple, 
as well as tl .at of Sefoftris, was faftiioned in refped to its fu- 
perficial contents after the model of a fhip : and as to the 
latter, it was probably intended in its outlines to be the ex- 
ad reprelentation of the ark, in commemoration of which 
it was certainly built. It was a temple facred to Oftris at 

Diodor. Sicul. L. i. p. 52. 

Keiro yee^ i 

luy^TQ ha^^OTcijciy yewutyy 

Ti)Kc>vTc^ov iccjy Find. Pyth. Od. 4. p. 261. 

'O5 XXI ru) 7 . xoct ict) fJLiixu tb TrtyTYixotToooy yxvy 

yxijy Schol. ibid. 

^ Thcba j 
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Tlieba i or, to fay the truth, it was itfelf called Theba : 
and both the city, faid to be one of the moft ancient in 
ligypt, as well as the Province, was undoubtedly deno- 
minated from it. Now Theba was the very name of the 
ark. When Noah was ordered to conftrudl a veflel, in 
which he and his family were to be preferved ; he was di- 
Tectcd in exprefs terms to build, nan, Theba, an ark. It 
is the very ** word made ufe of by the facrcd writer : fo 
that we may, I think, be aflured of the prototype, after 
which this temple was falhioned. It is faid, indeed, to have 
been only two hundred and eighty cubits in length : where- 
as the ark of Noah was three hundred. But this is a va- 
riation of only one fifteenth in the whole ; and, as the an- 
cient cubit was not in all countries the fame ; we’ may fup- 
pofe that this difparity arofe rather from the manner of mea- 
furing, than from any real difference in the extent of the 
building. It was an idolatrous temple j faid to have been 
built by Sefoftris in honour of Ofiris. I have been repeatedly 
obliged to take notice of the ignorance of the Greeks in re- 
fpeft to ancient titles j and have (hewn their milapplication 

J7 AtyvTToi ©w/Sjw Ariftot. Mctcorol. V. i. I. i. 

p. 771. 

Theba and Diofpolis the fame : T«5 xcci A<c<77roAl^' (turm {nret^ 

Diodorus Sicul. L, i. p. 88, 

Theba now called Minio, according to Sanfon. 

Re'oiT/a?, xai Hcfych, 

*+ According m the Grecian mode of allegorizing^ Theba was faid to have 
been the daughter of Prometheus, who gave name to the place : Airo 

Steph. Byzant. Fa/xei (fe fjnv QtijSnvy a<p ^ ToAii ©^jSai. 
Apollodor. L. 3. p. 145, 

♦^Gencf. C. 6. v. 15. 
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of terms in many inftances : efpecially in their fuppoflng 
temples to have been erected by perfons, to whom they were 
in reality facred. Sefoftris was Ofiris ; the fame as Dionufus, 
Menes, and Noah. He is called Seihthrus by Abydenus, 
Xixouthros by Berofus and Apollodorus ; and is rcprcfcntcd 
by them as a prince, in whofc time the Deluge happened. 
He was called Zuth, Xuth, and Zeus : and had certainly 
divine honours paid to him. 

The fame memorial is to be obferved in other countries, 
where an ark, or fhip was introduced in their myfteries, and 
often carried about upon their feflivals. Paufanias gives a 
remarkable account of a temple of Hercules at Eruthra in 
Ionia ; which he mentions as of the higheft antiquity, and very 
like thofcln Egypt. The Deity was reprefented upon a float; 
and was fuppofed to have come thither in this manner from 
Phenicia. “ yct^ mi stt dvTrig Arif- 

tides mentions, that at Smyrna, upon the feaft called Dio- 
nufia a fhip ufed to be carried in procefTion. The fame 
cuflom prevailed among the Athenians at the Panathenaja ; 
when wliat was termed the facred fhip was borne with great 
reverence through the city to the temple of Damater of Elu- 
fis. At Phalerus near Athens there were honours paid to 
an unknown hero, who was reprefented in the ftern of a 
fhip : TiiixTxi k TH mra /r^vpar At Olym- 

pia, 


“ L. 7- P' 534«' 

*7 Orat. Smyrn. V. i. p. 402. He fpcaks of the cuflom as of late ilatc: 
but the fcftival of Dionufus warrants the antiquity. See Dio. L. 39. p. Ci. ty 
T£ AA)2«i’m 'I’pxf I’Sui. X"./ I Ijmilar rite. 

** Clem, Alexand. Cohort. V. i. p. 35. 


See 
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pia, the moll I'acred place in Greece, was a reprefentation of the 
like nature. It was a building like the fore part of a fliip, 
wliich ftood facing the end of the Hippodromus ; and towards 
the middle of it was an altar, upon which at the renewal of 
each Olympiad particular rites were performed ; Etti 

OXv(j(,7noL^o; zomroti mio. t>]V tt^u^uv ttb 

It is faid of Lamcch, that he received great confolation 
at the birth of his fon : and that he prophetically ’’’’ called 
his name Noah ; faying^ 'This Jatsie Jloall comfort us concern- 
ing our v^orky afid toil of our hands ; becaufe of the groundy 
which the Lord hath curfed. Agreeably to this the name of 
Noah was by the Grecians interpreted rejl and comfort : Nwg 
avaTraticTif. This feems to have been alluded to at the Eleu- 
finian myfteries. Part of the ceremony was a night feene ; 
attended with tears and lamentations, on account of fome 
perfon, who was fuppofed to have been loft : but at the 
clofe a prieft ufed to prefent himfelf to the people, who were 
mourning, and bid them be of good courage : for the Deity, 
whom they lamented as loft, was prefcrved ; and that they 
would now have fome comfort, fome refpite, after all their 
labour. The words in the original are very particular : 

Sec Ariftophan. 'iTirtK. V. 563. of the Ihip «t the Panathenaea. Ta /e 
■xetyH itAmtioi' J'fiy.mTeu NATX TTOiwStiaa ttf nr tw riai'aS/iraia))' Trc.uirtir. 
Paufan. L. 1. p. 70. 

Of the Ihip font to Delos fee Caltimacii. Hymn, in Ddum. Not. ad V. 314. 
p. 304. 

<9 Paufan. L. 6 . p. 503, 

70 Genef. C. 5. v. 29. 

■” Hcfych, 

Nft>« o« S'lt^fi.nvfvtrcu Tf ANADATSIS. Theoph. 

ad Autolyc. L. 3 * p. 39 »• * 

QxffStTS 



The ANALrsit' of Ancient MyTROiooy. 225 

©appgiTg juys’ai T8 ©gs o'ga’wo'^va* 

Es'ou yoL^ rifjuv sjc zovuv o'&rrti^ia. 

To which was added, what is equally remarkable ; 

Etpvyov KcuMv sv§ov a^ivov 

I have efcaped a calamity j and have met with a better por- 
tion. This was the fame rite as that in Egypt, called 
a^oLyurfxog and iv^sorig ; both which were celebrated 

in the month Athyr. It was called in Canaan the death and 
rcvwal of Adonis or Thamuz, who was the Oiiris and Tha- 
mas of Egypt. 

Some rites, fimilar to thofe, which I have been deferib- 
ing in the exhibition of the facred ihip Baris, are mentioned 
in the ftory of the Argonauts. Their Blip is faid to have 
been Branded among the Syrtes of Africa ,• by which means 
their progrefs was interrupted : and at the fame time there 
was no opening for a retreat. The heroes on board were at 
laft told, that there was no way to obtain the affiftance of 
the gods, but by performing, what appears to have been a 
myftical rite. They were to take the (hip on their (boul- 
ders, and carry it over land for a feafon. This was effeded 
by twelve of them, who bore it for feveral days and nights ; 
till they came to the river Triton, where they found an out- 
let to the fea. Apollonius fpcaks of the whole as a myftery. 

Macrawy oh h vzaKao; 

UlS^lhlly KCti TJjyJs TtCLVOLr^ZKZ; skKvov 0\Lpy, 

'Tfxsxgy w rs^i h ft-sya ccfrcaoi visg ayaxToiy, 

Jul. Firmicus. P. 45. Edit. Ouzel. 

’’ Demofthen. Treoi Xr(p. §68. 

Apollon. Argonaut. L. 4. v. 1381. ScePind. Pych, Cd. 4. v. 36. 

VoL. II. G g 
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'H p MOL Gim e^yjfJLsi, 

Ni^a (JLSTO.’^^QVir^Vy oltol evhh vijoj cLySi^s, 

Af^sfJLSPBi uiJLOKn (ps^siv hoKctihKOL irxvTct 
H[jlol$' o[jlh vvktolo 7S’ (Jy»iv ye fjoevy ») kolt oi^vv 
Tts K evsTTOi, Trjv Keim avgT^ijtrav fj.oysonsi 
EjU-Tredov h^oLvaTuv £<roLv aifxxrog. 

It is to be remarked in thofe copies of the fculptures, 
which biihop Pocock obferved among the ruins at ancient 
T hebes, that the extremities in each of the boats are faftiioned 
nearly alike ; and that there is no diftindion of head and 
ftern. This kind of v^flel was copied by the Greeks, and 
Ailed’’ Afjupix^VfJLi'uig, Amphiprumnai’s. It is recorded, when 
Danaus came from Egypt to Argos, that he crofled the 
feas in a fhip of this form: in which circumftance there 
muft have been fomc myfterious allufion ; otherwife it was 
of little confequence to mention the particular fhape of the 
fhip, which he was fuppofed to have navigated. There was 
certainly fomething facred in thefe kinds of vcflcls ; fome- 
thing, which was efteemed falutary : and in proof of it, 
among other accounts given of them, we have this remark- 
able one, Afi(pi7r^vfMvot, ra stti minto^evv. ttKoiol. 

'The Amphiprumna are a hind of fjipSyfent upon any falutary 
occafion. In fhort, they were always looked upon as holy 
and of good omen. 

See Vol. I. p. 252. 

Hyginus calls it navim biproram. Fab. 168 and 277. Tunc primiim dicitur 
Minerva navim fcciflc biproram. 
f 6 Hcfych, 
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I think it is pretty plain, that all thefe cmblematfcal re- 
prefentations, of which I have given lb many inftances, re- 
lated to the hiftory of the Deluge, and the confervation of one 
family in the ark. 1 have before taken notice, that this hif- 
tory was pretty recent, when thefe works were executed in 
Egypt ; and when thefe rites were firft eftabliihed : and there 
is reafon to think, that in early times moft flirines among 
the Mizraim were formed under the refemblance of a (hip, 
in memory of this great event. Nay, farther, both fhips 
and temples received their names from hence ; being ftiled 
by the Greeks, who borrowed largely from Egypt, Nayj 
and Naoj, and Mariners Nawra;, Nautte, in reference to the 
Patriarch, who was varioully ftiled Noas, Naus, and 
Noah. 

However the Greeks may in their myfteries liave fome* 
times introduced a fhip as a fymbol ; yet in their references 
to the Deluge itfelf, and to the perfons preferved, they al- 
ways fpeak of an ark, which they call, ” Aa^rct?, Larnax, 
K</3wT0f, and tlie like. And though they were apt to men- 
tion the lame perfon under various titles ; and by thefe 
means different people feem to be made principals in the 
fame hiftory : yet they were fo far uniform in their accounts 
of this particular event, that they made each of them to be 
preferved in an ark. Thus it is faid of Deucalion, Perfeus 
and Dionufus, that they were expofed upon the waters in a 

” Plato of Deucalion and his wife; Txtb; fi' AAPNTAKf .a^fo’wo'Oct/. Sec 
all') Nonnus. L. 6. p. 200. T hcoplii!. ad Autolic. 3* 

P- 39 ** 

A7U J’ TT'jy' ihvLTO ‘Tov P^ccciocg 

Zww)' CiJ'Ta. Thcocrit. Idyll. 7. V. 78. 

G g 2 
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machine of this fabrick. Adonis was hid in an ark by Ve- 
nus ; and was fuppoied to have been in a ftate of death for 
a year. 

’’ 'Oioy roi rev AfTwwj/ cltt ct&vxa Kyz^evrei 
M»)yt Juw<JexaTw fxoLhoLKOLizo^eg oLyxyov 
Theocritus introduces a paftoral perfonage Comates, who 
was expofed in an ark for the fame term ; and wonderfully 
prefer vcd. 

£1 Kofxxrx, rv Qr\v raJs re^TTvx TrsTroy^a?, 

Ka< rv KarsxT^ct^ti; bv Kx^vcuciy y.xi rv [jLs?<i<rcrxv 
Kri^ix (pe^^ofjisvog sreg u^iov s^sre^scrag. 

Of Ofiris being expofed in an ark we have a very remark- 
able account in Plutarch ; who mentions, that it was on 
account of Typhon ; and that it happend on the feVenteenth 
of the month Athyr, when the Sun was in Scorpio. This 
in n^y judgment was the precife time, when Noah entered 
the ark, and when the flood came ; which in the Egyptian 
mythology was termed Typhon. 

From what has preceded the reader will perceive, that 
the hiftory of the Deluge was no fecret to the Gentile world. 
They held the memory of it very facred : and many colo- 
nics, which went abroad, ftiled themfelves Thebeans in re- 
ference to the ark. Hence there occur many cities of the 

Apollodorus. L* 3. p. 194, 

Thcocrit, Idyll. 15. V. 102. 

Thcocrit. Idyll. 7. V. 85. Com-Ait : two titles of Hclius. 

** Ifis and Ofir. V. i. p. 366, 367. 

Sec Lightfootof the ancient year beginning in Autumn. Vol. i. p. 707. 

See the Account of the Flood, when Prometheus reigned in Fgypti as it is 
mentioned by Diodor. Sicul. L, i. p. 
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name of Theba; not in Egypt only and Boeotia, but in Ci- 
licia, Ionia, Attica, Pthiotis, Cataonia, Syria, and Italy. It 
was fometimes expreffed Thiba ; a town of which name was 
in Pontus: ** tottoj tf^q; twIIovtw. It is called Thibis 

by ** Pliny. He mentions a notion, which prevailed, that the 
people of this place could not fink in water \ eofdem non 
poflb mergi ; we may fee in this a remote allufion to the 
name of the place, and people ; and to the hiftory, which 
they had preferved. 

There was another term, befides Theba, under which tfic 
Grecians reprefented the ark. It was called Cibo- 

tus y which however I do not imagine to have been a word 
of Grecian original : as both an haven in Egypt, and a 
*5 city of* great antiquity in Phrygia, were denominated 
in the fame manner. The fathers ot the Greek church, 
when they treat of the ark, interpret it in this manner, 
KjjSwTOf. It is alfo the term made ufe of by the Seventy ; 
and even by the Apoftlcs themfelvcs. The city Cibotus, 

Steph. Byzantin. 

It was faid to have been built by the Amazons. From the Amazons being 
Thebeans, wc may judge of their race, and true hiilory. 

Plin. L. 7. c. 2, 

Kanot 7 m ys Tre^i floriov oixrivru^ 

‘[iAac;yo 5 ,x. t. A. Plut. Sympos. L. 5. C. 7. 

*4 One of the havens at Alexandria. Strab. L. 17* p* 1 1 45 * 

*5 ATTOLueia 7‘fi Strab. L. 12. p. ^ 54 * 

Aaf ^v/dviu Hcfych. 

rjoir,<roy yy ceoLund Ktfi^o^roy ex 7 n^oc')(»»'coy* i’ccr/7<a$ TCJiicrGf 

7 yv KiQmtov. Gencf. C. 6. v. 14. Edit. Aid. 

Hcbr. C. 1 j. V. 7. I Pet. C. 3. v. 20. 

4 


which 



230 The Analysis op Ancient Mythology, 

which I mentioned to have been in Phrygia, flood far inland 
upon the fountains of the river Mariyas ; and we may judge 
from its name, that it had reference to the fame hiflory. In- 
deed, all over this part of the world memorials of the deluge 
feem to have been particularly preferved. This city was 
alfo called Apamea ArctfjLSiXy ri K<|3wto? MyoiJt.svr ] : which 
name ot Apamea is faid to have been conferred upon it in 
latter times. It was undoubtedly named Cibotus in memory 
of the ark, and of the hiflory, with which it is connedled. 
And in proof of this, we fhall find that the people had 
prelerved more particular and authentic traditions, concern- 
ing the flood, and the prefervation of mankind through 
Noah, than arc to be met with elfewhere. The learned 

Falconerius has a curious diflertation upon a coin of Phi- 
lip 

Strata. L. 12. p. 864, It. was undoubtedly the fame as Celaenae, of which 
I have treated before i and which I have (hewn to have been named from its 
fitUiUlon. Cctenac I (hould imagine was the name of the city and Cibotus 
was properly the temple : which diftin^lion was not attended to in former 
times. Migratum indc baud procul veteribus Celaenis ; noveeque urbi Apa- 
mcacnomcn inditum ab Apamea forore Seleuci Regis. Liv. L. 38. c. 13. I'er- 
rius Apamcam vadit, ante appellatam Ccljcnas, dcinde Ciboton. Plin. L. 5. 
c. 29. 

C< 5 lav. Falconcrii Diflertatiode nummo Apamcenfi. Dcucalionci diluviity- 
pum exhibente i ad Petr. Seguinum S. Germani AntifTiodor. Pans. Dccanum. 
Ex Libro, cui titulus, Sclcda Numifmata Antiqua ex Mufeo Petr. Scguini. 
Paris. 1684; He mentions another coin fimilar to the above, and ftruck by 
the fame people, who arc Riled Magnetes Apamcenfes. On one fide is the 
head of Severu^ crowned with laurel : on the other, the ark with the fame per- 
fons in it, and the like circumftanccs deferibed: above, Id if AFfiNOGETfiM 
APTE MArNHTf>N AlIAMEHN. 

The two laft fyllables of MAFNHTflN arc upon the blank fpacc of the 

ark« 
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lip the elder ; which was ftruck at this place, and contained 
on its reverfe an epitome of tliis hiftory. The revcrfe of 
moft Afiatic coins relate to the religion and mythology of 
the places, where they were ftruck. The infcription upon 
the forepart is ATT. K. IOTA. ^lAIIinOi;. ATP. 
Upon the reverfe is delineated a kind of fquarc machine, 
floating upon the water. Through an opening in it are fecn 
two perfons, a man, and a woman, as low as to the breaft : 
and upon the head of the woman is a veil. Over this ark 
is a kind of triangular pediment, on which there fits a dove: 
and below it another, which feems to flutter its wings, and 
holds in its mouth a fmall branch of a tree. Before the ma- 
chine is a man following a woman ; who by their attitude 
feem to have juft quitted it, and to have got upon dry land. 
Upon the ark itfelf, underneath the perfons there inclofed, 
is to be read in diftindl characiers, NOE. The learned Edi- 
tor of this account fays, that it had fallen to his lot to meet 
with three of thefe coins. They were of brafs, and of the 
mcdaglion flze : one of them he mentions to have feen in 
the colledion of the duke of Tufeany j the ftcond in that 
of the cardinal Ottoboni : and the third was the property ol 
Auguftino Chigi, nephew to pope Alexander the feventli. 
Nor had this people only traditions of the Deluge in gene- 
ral. There feems to have been a notion that the ark itfelf 
refted upon the hills of Celasmc, where the city Cibotus 

There is a coin of the emperor Adrian; the rcveifc a rivcr-f;od, between 
two rocks, like the Petr® Ambrofi.c; inienbed AJlAfdlON ^1AP^TA^.' 
KIEQTOS. Alfo a coin with a fiiip; inlcribici API MAl^.HI!2N. Patiiu. 

Nutnifm P. 41^. 
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was founded ; for the Sibylline oracles, wherever they may 
be fiippofed to have been compofed, include thefe hills un- 
der the name of Ararat ; and mention this circumftance. 
Efi Js ric <I>^yyiJ55 ijTre/foio {xeKouvrigy 
l-lXifiojoVy TOLvvfJLnKsg o§ogy A^oi§xr Sb ko^itou, 

'Ott a^a (TwS’flo'gcO’a; stt olvtu Trxneg sf/.s>^\0P. 

Ev^a (pAg(3ei ju.sya?\8 TrorxfjiB Mx§<ruoio iTB<pvmVy 
Ta^g K<S’wto? BfJLBivBv Bv m^Yivu 

An^xvrm v^xTuv. 

We may perceive a wonderful correfpondence between the 
hiftorics here given, and of the place from whence they 
came. The beft memorials of the arlc were here preferved, 
and the people were ftilcd Magnetes, and their city Cibotus : 
and upon their coins was the figure of the ark undel* the name 
of A^yw Mayn,T 0 i;p : all which will be farther explained here- 
after. Not far from Cibotus was a city called Baris : which 
was a name of the fame purport as the former ; and was cer- 
tai(ily founded in memory of the fame event. Cibotus fig- 
nified an ark, and was often ufed for a repofitory ; but dif- 
fered from cilia, by being made ule of either for 
things facred, or for things of great value, like the Camilla 
of the Latines ; ri [jlsv sig VTToio’^riV B^crfjLXTmy T /jOta- 
Tiwv Kxi ^y<ra xi^ooTog. The rites of Damater related to 

*• Orac. Sibyllin. P. 1 8o. 

Near Bcudos in Pifidia, and not a great way from Cibotus. Ptolcm. L. 5. 
p, 142. Hicroclis Syncedemus. Pifidia. P. 673. Bcudos, Baris, Bocotus, were all 
of the fame purport. 

Schol. in Ariftophan, 1208. 
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the ark and deluge, like thofe of Ifis : and the facrcd em- 
blems, whatever they may have been, were carried in an 
holy machine, called ’’ Ki(^u:to(, 

The ark according to the traditions of the Gentile 
world was prophetic ; and was looked upon as a kind 
of temple, a place of refidencc of the Deity. In the 
compafs of eight perfons it comprehended all mankind: 
which eight perfons were thought to be fo highly favoured 
by heaven, that they were looked up to by their pof- 
tcrity with great reverence j and came at laft to be reputed 
Deities. Hence in the ancient mythology of Egypt, there 
were precifely eight Gods : of thefc the Sun was the chief, 
and was faid firft to have reigned. Some made Hephaiftus 
the firft kiifg of that country ; while others fuppofed it to 
liavc been Pan. ’’ fla/ Aiyvzmm h llxv (lev o^x^/oTarof, 
KM rwv OKTH TflN nPaXflN XsyofMsv'xv There 

is in reality no inconfiftency in thefe accounts : for they 
were all three titles of the fame Deity, the Sun : and when 
divine honours began to be paid to men, the Amonians con- 
ferred thefe titles upon the great Patriarch, as well as upon 
his fon Amon. And, as in the hiftories of their kings, 
the Egyptians were able to trace the line of their defeent 
upwards to thefe ancient perfonages ; the names of the 

*' Paufan. L- lo. p. 866. 

Diodor. Sicul. L. i. p. J2. 


Hcrodot. L. 2. c. 145* 

There is reafon to think, that the patriarch Noah had the name of Amoit 
as well as his fon. The cities (tiled No-Amon, and Amon-No •, were certainly 
named from Noah. According to Plutarch Amon ngnif.cd occuHus. Ifis ct 

Ofiris. P. 354. ' > > ’ 

cturoov^ g v to , . 

Biodor. Sicul. L. i. p. 12. 

VoL. II. H h 
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latter were by thefe means prefixed to thofc lifts: and they 
were in aftertimes thought to have reigned in that coun- 
try. This was the celebrated Ogdoas of Egypt, which 
tlieir pofterity held in fuch veneration, that they, exalted 
them to the heavens, and made their hiftory the chief fub^ 
jeft of the fphere. This will appear very manifeft in their 
fymbolical reprefentation of the folar fyftem ; of which 
Martianus Capella has tranfmitted to us a very curious fpe- 
cimen Ibi (in fyftemate folari) quandam navem totius na- 
turae curfibus diversa cupiditate moderantem, cunftaque 
ftammarum congeftione plenifllmam, et beatis circumac- 
tam mercibus confpicimus ; cui nautae feptem^ germani ta~ 
men fuique JtmileSy praefidebant. In eadem verb rate 
fons quidam lucis ajtliere*, arcanifque fluoribus manans, 
in totius mundi lumina fundebatur. Thus we find that 
they efteemed the ark an emblem of the fyftem of the 
heavens. And when they began to diftinguifh the ftars in 
the firmament, and to reduce them to particular conftel- 
lations ; there is reafon to think, that moft of the afterifms 
were formed with the like reference. For although the 
delineations of the fphere have by the Greeks, through 
whofe hands we receive them, been greatly abufed ; yet 
there ftill remains fufficient evidence to (hew that fuch refer- 
ence fubfifted. The watery fign Aquarius, and the great ef- 
fufion of that element, as it is depided in the fphere, 
undoubtedly related to this hiftory. Sonic faid, that the per- 
fon meant in the charader of Aquarius was Ganymede. He- 
gefianax maintained that it was Deucalion, and related to the 

** Martian. CapelU. Satyric. L. 2. p. 43. 
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deluge. ” Hegefianax autcra Dcocalioncm dicit efle, quod, 
CO regnante, tanta vis aquas fe de coelo profuderit, ut cata- 
clyfmus fadus efle diceretur. Eubulus autem Cecropem dc- 
monllrat efle; antiquitatem generis conimemorans, et oflen- 
dens, antequam vinum traditum fit hominibus, aqua in (acri- 
ficiis Deorum ufos efle ; et antei Cecropem regnafle, quain vi- 
num fit inventum. The reader may here judge, whctlicr 
Gecrops the celebrated king of Attica, who lived before the 
plantation of the vine, and was figured under the charadler 
of Aquarius, like Deucalion, be any other than Deucalion 
himfelf, the Noah of the eaft. 

Noah was reprefented, as we may infer from '** Berofiis, 
under the femblance of a fifli by the Babylonians: and thofe 
reprefentations of filhes in the fphcrc probably related to 
him, and his fons. The realbns given lor their being placed 
there were, that Venus, when flie fled from * Typhon, 
took the form of a fifli; and that the fifli, ftilcd Notius, 
faved Ifis in fome great extremity : pro quo bcneficio fi- 
mulacrum Pifeis et ejus jiliorumy de quibus ante diximus, 
inter aftra conftituit : for which reafon F ertus placed the fjb 
Notius and bis fons among the Jlars. By this we may perceive, 
that Hyginus Ijieaks of thefe afterifnis as reprefentations of 
perfons : and he mentions from Eratofthcncs, that the fifli No- 
tius was the father of mankind ; * ex eo pifee natos homines. 

” Hygin. Poet. Aftronom. C. 29. p. 482. 

Audi Scholiaften Germanic! Aquario — Nigidius HydrocliO'in five Aquarium 
exiftimat efle Dcucalionem ThcflTalum, qui in maximo cataclyfmo fit rcli< 5 tus 
cum uxore PyrrhS in monte ^tna, qui ell altiflimus in Sicihi Not. in Hyg n. 
Fab. 1 53. p. 265, ex Germanic! Scholiafte. 

•- Eufebii Chron. P. 6. 

' Hygin. Poet. Aftron. C. 41. p. 494. 

* Eratofthenes ex co pifee natos homines dicit. Hygin. Pcct. Allron. I,. 2. 
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It is /aid of Noah, that after the deluge he built the 
lirrt: * altar to God ; which is a circumftancc always taken 
notice of in the hiftory given of him by Gentile writers. 
He is likewife mentioned as the firft planter of the vine 
and the inventcr of wine itfelf, and of Zuth or ferment, by 
which fimilar liquors were manufadured. We may therefore 
fuppofc that both the altar, and the crater, or cup, related to 
thefe circumftances. The hiftory of the raven is well known, 
which he fent out of the ark by way of experiment ; but it 
difappointed him, and never returned. This bird is figured 
in the fphcrc ; and a tradition is mentioned, that the ♦ raven 
was once lent on a meflage by Apollo ; but deceived him, 
and did not return, when he was expeded. It may feem ex- 

traordinary, if thefe figures relate to the hiftory, which I fup- 
pofe, that there fliould be no allufion to the dove, and to 
the particulars of its return. I make no doubt but it was 
to be found in the Chaldaic and Egyptian fpheres : but in 
that of Greece, there is in the Ibuthern hemifphere a vaft 
interval of unformed ftars; which were omitted by the 
aftronomers of that country, as being either feldom fecn, or 
clfe totally ’ obfeured from their view. The Argo however, 
that (acred fliip, which was (aid to have been framed by di- 


• rVaToaCei>?$ eff t«T9 uroiiy & to Tr^t^/rov it ^eoi avuo/JLi^rTi-i. 

ijumuyTo. Theon. ad Ar^tum. P. 46. NonnulH cum Eratofthene dicunt, eum 
Craccra cfTc, quo Icarius fit ufu3> cum hominibus oftendcrct vinum. llygin. 
Fab. 140. p. 494. 

MifTus ad fontem aquam puram pciitum. Hygin, C. 40. p. 492. 

* The Pleiades arc Pclciades or Doves; and were placed in the heavens 
to denote by their riCng an aufpicioui feafon for mariners to fail. They were 
the daughters of Plcione, See Natal. Comes* L. 4. c. 7. 
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vine wifdom, is to be found there ; and was certainly no 
other than tlie ‘ ark. The Grecians fuppofed it to have 
been built at Pagalb in Theflaly, and thence navigated to 
Colchis. 1 {hall hereafter (hew the improbability of this 
ftory ; and it is to be obferved, that this very liarbour, 
where it was fuppofed to have been conftruded, was called 
the port ^ of Deucalion. This alone would be a ftrong pre- 
fumption, that in the hiftory of the place there was a refe- 
rence to the Deluge. The Grecians placed every ancient 
record to their own account : their country was the feene 
of every ‘ aAion. The people of Thcil'aly maintained that 
Deucalion was expofed to a flood in ’ their diflrid, .anil 
faved upon mount Athos ; the people of Phocis make him to 
be driven to ParnafTus : the Dorians in Sicily fay he landed 
upon mount ” j^ltna. Laftly, the natives of Epirus fuppofc 
him to have been of their country, and to have founded 
the ancient temple of ” Dodona. In confequcnce of this 
they likewife have laid claim to his hiflory. In refped to 

‘ Hygin. C. 14. p. 55. 

Nffoc fu/r yr TrocaOey gTi xAsi'daty ccaJ oi 

at/ji x.ajujffii' Apollon. R bod. L. i« v. i8. 

Hence many Dcucalions. Sec Schol. in Apollon. Rhod. L. g. v. 1085. 

Deucalion is efteemed an Argonaut. Hygin, C. 14. p. 50. 

• Here alio were the iflantU of Deucalion and Pyrrlia in the bay. Strabo. 
L. 9. p. 665. 

♦ Servius in Virg. Eclog. 6. v. 41. 

'•Paufan. L. lO. p. 811. 

** Qui (Deucalion et Pyrrha) in montem Aitnani, qui altifiimus in Slcili.'. 
efTc dicitur> fugerunt. Hygin. C. i5J*p* 265. 

*• Plutarch, in Pyrrho. The people of Mcgara fuppofed the prrfon faved .n 
the deluge to have been Megarus, the fon of Jupiter, who fwam to the fuminit 

of mount Gcrania. Paufan. L. 1. p. 96. . 

the 
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the Argo, it was the fame as the fhip of Noah, of which 
the Baris in Egypt was a reprefentation. It is called by Plu- 
tarch the (hip of OfirU ; that Ofiris, who, as I have mea- 
tioned, was expofed in an ark to avoid the fury of Typhon: 
” Kai TO ttAoioi/, 0 koXhtiv *EAA»)vgf A§yu, 0<ri^ihg 

gjri 7i[xn 7*6e vejfel in the celejlial fphere 

which the Grecians call the Argo, is a reprefentation of the 
Jhip of Of ris, which out of reverence has been placed in the 
heavens. The original therefore of it muft be looked for in 
«♦ Egypt. The very name of the Argo fhews, what it al- 
luded to ; for Argus, as it fliould be truly exprefled, figni- 
fied precifely an ark, and was fynonymous to Theba. It is 
made ufe of in that fenfe by the priefts and diviners of the 
Philiftim ; who, when the ark of God was to be re/lored to 
the Ifraelitcs, put the prefents of atonement, which were to 
accompany it, into an Argus, tr»H, or facred receptacle. 
And as they were the Caphtorim, who made ufe of this term, 
to fignify an holy veflel ; we may prefume that it was not 
unknown in Egypt, the region from whence they came. 
For this people were the children of Mizraim, as well as 


'* Plutarch. Ifis ct OfirU. V. 2. p. 359. 

•4 A. Deluge of this nature was fuppofed to have happened in Egypt. Ns»Aoi' 
(ptLCi pecyivTct xotTaotAuffcii ttoAAmi' t>s ^<*Ai^«t tut# ftSfo* t7reA3’f/»', 

« n^ofjLit^fvi T»tr STijucAfiai', ^t'ou iirwrtw rvr xetrec tcvjtdv 

Diodor. Sicul. 1 .. 1. p. 16. To attribute this Deluge to the Nile 
U idle: A Deluge of the Nile happened every year. This related to Prome- 
theus, or Noah. 

'» 1 Samuel. C. 6. v. 8, ii» 15. The word occurs only in the hiftory of 
this Philiftine tranfa£fion •, and in the Alexand. MSS. is rendered Af>o^. 

“ Genefis. C. 10. v. 13. And Mixraim btgas Ludim-^and Pattrujim, 
tnd Caflubim , (^mS tf vabm tme PbiUpim), and Capbtmm, Deuteron. C. 2. 

V. 23." 
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the native E^pdans, and their language muft ncccflarily 
have been a dialed of that country. I have mentioned that 
many colonies went abroad under the title of Thebeans, or 
Arkites j and in confequence of this built cities called Thcba. 
In like manner there were many cities built of the name of 
Argos ; particularly in Theflaly, Boeotia, Epirus, and ** 
Sicily : whence it is that in all thefe places there is fome tra- 
dition of Deucalion, and the ark ; however it may have 
been mifapplied. The whole Peloponnefus was once called 
both Apia, and Argos. As there were many temples called 
both Theba and Argus in memory of the ark, they had 
priefts, which were denominated accordingly. Thofe, who 
officiated at the (brines termed Argus, were called Argei- 
phontai, Jrom the Egyptian phonty which fignificd a prieji* 
But the Greeks, interpreting this term by words in their 
own language, fuppofed what was a priejiy to have been 
a Jlayer^ or murderer. They accordingly turned the Argo 
into a man, wliom, from a confufed notion of the Barry 
fyftem, they fuppofed to abound with eyes, and made Her- 
mes cut oft his head. People ftiled Argeiphontes, Cref- 
phontes, Hieropha rites, Lcucophontes, Citharaphontes, Dei- 
phontes, were all originally priefts. The SchoJiaft upon So- 
phocles calls Argus, Tov Kwra, rov A^yov, tov zoLVOTiTry. 
Argus, KvVy or Canis, is precifely of the - fame purport, as 
Argeiphontes ; a prieji of the ark, 

V. 2j. T'z&tf Caphtcrinty which came forth out of Capbtor. jerem, C; 47. v, 4. 
"The PbiliJlineSy the remnant of the country ofCaphtor. Amos. C. 9. v. 7. Have not 
I Irougbt the Philiftines from Caphtor ? 

^ A^yci* n^XoTroyynfTos. Agyuot* ci ’EAAnvti. Hcfych. 

Cluvcrii Sicilia. P. 394. 

Sec Jablontky Pantheon -/Egypt. Pars prima. P. 139. 

Schol. in Sophocl. Eleft. V. 5. 
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TJie conftellation of the Argo, as it is delineated, repre- 
fcnts the hinder part only of a Ihip ; the forepart being 
hid in clouds. It was fuppofed to have been oracular, 
and conduced at the will of the Deity. Upon the temo 
or rudder is a very bright ftar, the chief in the afte- 
rifm, which was called Canopus. It lies too low in the 
fouthern hemifpliere to be eahly feen in Greece. It was placed 
on the rudder of the ark, to (hew by whofe influence it was 
diredlcd. Yet in doing this they loft fight of the great Di- 
rC(ftor, by whofe guidance it had been redly conduced ; 
and gave the honour to a man. For under the charader of 
Canopus, as well as Canobus, is veiled the hiftory of the patri- 
arch Noah. There was a city, or rather a temple, towards 
the moft weftern outlet of the Nile, which was daiominated 
in the fame manner, and gave name to the ftream. It 
was exprefled Canopus, Canobtis, Canoubis ; and is men- 
tioned by Dionyfius, who fpeaks of it as a place of great 
fame : 

^o^sioTOLTOi zbK&vxi Aiytirroio, 

Kai rs[j,evog rs^izvg-ov A}x.vxKouoio Kayw/Ss. 

As the Patriarch was efteemed the author of the firft fhip, 
which was navigated, he was in confequence of it made the 
god of feamen j and his temple was termed “ h^ov IlocrsiS'com 

** Dionyf. Perieg. V. 12 , 

Of tiic kllc prcccnfions of the Creeks, and their giving the honour of this 
place to a pilot of Menelaiis, I have fpoken before; and of the llory being 
confuted by a pried of Egypt. Sec Aridid. Orat. JEgyptiaca. The dory of 
Mcnclaus and Proteus was borrowed from that of Hercules and Ncrcus ; as 
may be feen in Schol. in Apollon. Rhod. L. 4. v. 1397. The account is taken 
from the 3d book of the Libyca of Agroetas. 

Stephan us Byzantin, 


Kayu^n. 
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Kavw| 3 i{. He was eftcemed the fame as Serapis : and infcrip- 
tions have been found dedicated to him under the title of 
Q20; Xoi)Tr,^. In this temple, or rather college, was a fe- 
niinary for aftronomy, and other marine fcienccs. Ptole- 
my, the great Geographer, to whom the world is fo much 
indebted, was a member of this fociety, and ftudied here 
■5 forty years. The name of the temple was properly Ca 
Noubi : the latter part, Noubi, is the oracle of Noah. 

Niobe was the fime name, and perfon ; though by the 
Greeks mentioned as a woman. She is rcprefciited as one, 
who was given up to grief, having beenwitnefs to the death 
of all her children. Her tears flowed day and night ; till 
(he at lad fliftened with woe ; and was turned into a ftonc, 
which \vas*to be feen on mount Sipylus in Magnefia. 
la’, TOtj'TAauwj' 

N(6|3a, <rs syayg -Sso^ 

'At bv rcuptf) TreT^ctict) 

A(, ai, ^oLic^VBig. 

Paufmias had the curiofity to afeend mount Sipylus, in order 
to take a view of this venerable figure. He Gys, tliat lie be- 
held an abrupt rocky clift ; which at a near vie// had no 
appearance of a perfon grieving, or of a human iikenefs ; 
hut at a diflance had fomc refemblancc of a woman Ihed- 
ding tears. Niobe is often mentioned as a perfon concerned 
in the deluge ; at leaft is introduced with perfons, wlio had 

Olympiodorus. See Jablonfky. L. 5. c, 4. p. 136. 

H Sophocles Elcftra. V. 150. 

TaVT/Il' 7 )!!' NiiGi’ XM WTCi ( 1-5 CV T'.v ^TnKcv TS orr,, X. T. 

Paufan. L. i. p. 49* . p r 

ncxorcci St xxi ty t?. ojf, Of.ys xiu:- 1 auUn- 

L. 8. p. 6oi. 

VoL. II. 


li 
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an immediate relation to it. '^UXajuiv sv Tijuaiw TM 
TH £wi.fJLe{j(,yY\ra.i ug ttxvv iroCKdimy xcu 

Niooj;?, xa.1 kolt £lyvyov a^yame^a xxroLKXviTfjLs. Plato 
in his 'Titneeus /peaking of the mojl ancient times mentions the 
age of Phoroneus^ and Niobe^ as fuch ; and the ecra of the 
fifjl deluge under Ogyges, In the paflage alluded to fhe is 
joined with Phoroneus and Deucalion, two perfons princi- 
pally concerned in that event. It occurs, where Plato is 
fpcaking tte^i th XB’gbenogj kxi Nioo>;j, 

KXi [MBTx TQV Kxrcty.'Ai<rixoy uv Asvy.xAimog, of the firf Pko- 
roneus^ and Niobet and of the things fubjequent to the deluge 
of Deucalion. Sophocles in the pafliige above fpeaks of her 
as a Deity : and flic is laid to have been worfhiped in Ci- 
licia. By fome flie was rcprefented as the mother of ** Ar- 
gus. 

As the ancients deferibed thc^ark, the vxvg 
like a lunette ; it was in confequcnce of it called M/ji/, and 
XsX^vriy wliich fignify a Moon: and a crefeent became a 
common fymbol on this occafion. The chief perlon likc- 
wife, the Patriarch, had the name of Meen, and xMenes : 
and was vvorfliiped all over the eaft as Deus Lunus ; efpe- 
cially at Carrhas, Edcfla, and other cities of Syria and Mefo- 
potamia. His votaries were ftiled Miny* ; which name 
was given to them from the object of their worfliip. Wherc- 
cver the hiftory of the Deluge occurs, thefe names will he 

Eufcbii Chron. P. 24, 1. 55, 

Plato in Timsuo. Vol. 3. p, 22. 

»7 Aihcnagoras. P. 290. KiA/x6> (aeCtfo'tX 

as A^'ov 7 CV Paufan. L. 2. p. 191, 145. Homer. SchoL L. i. v. 123. 
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found. I have fpokcn of the cities of Phrygia, and the 
memorials there preferved. At Caroura near mount Si- 
pylus Zeus was worlhipcd uhder the title of Meen, Mcncs, 
and Manes : and his temple is taken notice of by Strabo ; 
” Is^ov Mrivo; Kct^a^ (not V^acn) mXHusm. Clofe under the 
fame mountain ftood the city Magncha ; which fignifies the 
city ol Manes, but exprelfed with a guttural Magnes. The 
people of the country were called Minyai. Some perfons 
from this place, ftiled Magnetes apud Mk indrum, built at no 
great diftance, Antiochea. FTcrc too were fome particular 
rites obferved in honour ot the fame Deity, whom they dif- 
tinguifhed by a fignilicant epithet, and called Miji' A^miog''. 
'U^u(rvvYi Ti; M.r,voi A^xais, mt 

Here was a college dedicated to the rites of 
Meen Arkcr:us ; where a great number of priefts officiated ; 
and where they had large ejlates endowed for that fervice. 
This Mr,i/ A^scxiog is no other than the Deus Lunus, the 
lame as Noah, the Arkite. Strabo mentions fcvcral tem- 
ples of this fmnar God in dilTcrcnt places: and one in par- 
ticular, fimilar to that above mentioned, at the city An- 
tioch in Pifidia. He calls it, as the prefent reading Hands, 
A(rmiii, which we may from the title of the 
former temple venture to alter to Mr,vo; A^kuih. He is 
fpeaking of Cabira ; and fays; ” E^si mi h^ov 

*9 L. 12. p. 869. Car-Our, TeoipUim Ori. Orus was the fame as 

-Mcncs. 

■’* Strabo. L. 12. p. 864. 

“ Ibid. Wherever there was a city Magncfia, or people Magnetes, there 
will be found fome hiftor^ of the ark. 

9 * L. 12. p. 835. 
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sTi '^*55 TO isfoi/, to bv A^Cavo*?, 

;e«< TO ev 0^yy<a, to ts T8 M>]yo? £>» ofjLuvvfjLu tottw, ;£«/ 
T8 Afimia TO T^oi Tf] Amo^sia. tj] tt^os nio'<(Jwti', ;^a< to 
sv T») Twv AvTiO’^Bioiv. In this city is a tesnple of Meen 
Arkccus^ by 'which is meant a temple of the Lunar Deity. Such 
alfo is the temple among the Albani : and that in Phrygia : 
and the temple of Meen, 'which gives name to the place, 'where 
it Jlands. The temple alfo of Meen Arkceus in Pifdia and that 
in the region near Antiochea has the fame reference. All 
thefc were dedicated to the fame Arkite Deity called Luniis, 
Luna, and Selene ; ftiled alfo by different nations Meen, 
Man, Mencs, and Manes. 

Sometimes inftead of Arkaeus the term Arkite is exhi- 
bited Archa:us; which may be referred to a different idea. 
Theffaly was faid to have been originally named Puirh.x 
from the wife of Deucalion ; whom the ancient poet Rhi- 
anus mentions by the title of A^’gy.io. a7\0'gog. 

n^ppav <5io TtoTB Tr,v ys Tra^Morc-^oi xocKssthov 
riyppaj AsvKCLhiwog af a^yyiicig oCt.o'goio. 

Archaea may fignify ancient : but in this place, ns well as 
in many inrtanccs, which I ffiall hereafter jxroducc, I ima- 
gine, that it has a more particular reference. In fliort 
Archaa feems here to be the'fmic as Archia, and Architis, 
from the ark : from which both people and places were in- 
differently ftiled A^kcuqi, and A^ycuoi ; Arkites, and Ar- 
chites. Hyginus puts the matter in great- meafure out of 
doubt by ufing this terra as a proper name. He ftilcs this 
perfonage Archia, and makes her the wife of Inachus, the 

’’Strabo. L. 9. p. 677. See Scholia Apollon. Rhod. L. 3. v. 1089. 

fon 
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fon of the ocean, and the fame as Deucalion. He adds, 
that they had a (bn Phoroneus, the firft man who reigned 
upon earth, whofe hiftory is attended with circumftances 
of great moment. Inachus, Oceani filius, ex Archiii forore 
fua procreavit Phoroncum, qui primus mortalium dicitur 
“ regnad'e. Homines ante fascula multa fine oppitlis Icgi- 
bufquc vitain egerunt, unA lingua utentes fub Jovis imperio. 
Idem nationes diftribuit. Turn difeordia inter mortalcs 
efle ccepit. 

The Grecians, though they did not know the purport of 
the word unx, Arguz or Argus, have yet rcligioully re- 
tained it : and have introduced it in thefe different fhapes. 
And as the ark has been fbmetimes made a feminine, and 
the mother of Niobe ; fo at other times it is mentioned, as 
her fon, and flic is fuppofed to have been the miflrefs of 
Jupiter. So inconflftent is the ancient theology. Hanc 
(bhoben) Jupiter comprcirit ; et ex ea natus eft Argus, qui 
fuo nomine Argos oppidum cognominavit. In Ihort wherc- 
ever there is any hiftory of the Deluge, there will be feme 
mention introduced of Argus : and, converfely, where any 
account occurs concerning Argus, or Argeans ; there will 
be fome hiftory of a fliip, and allufion to the Deluge. Thus 
at Argos there was a temple of Pofeidon Il^oo'x^.ys'jo;, 
the god of inundations : and it is creded upon account of a 
deluge, which the natives fuppofed to have been confined 

C. 143. p. 250. In another place he calls tliis perfonage Argia •, and mala 1 
lo her daughter. Ex Inacho et Argii Id. C. 145. p. 253* lo, five Niobc* 
ibid. 

Primus Junoni facriticaflfe dicitiri Lutaiius Placidus in Scat. Thcb. E. 4 * 

V. 589- 

Hyginus. C. 145. p. 252. 
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to the limits of their own country. In thefe fartSy fays ^ 
Paufanias, is a temple denominated from Pofeidon the God of 
inundations : for the people have a tradition that this Deity 
had brought a Deluge over the greater part of the country 
becaufe Inachus and fome other umpires had adjudged the land 
to funoy rather than to him, Juno however at lafl obtained 
of hiniy that the waters foould retreat : and the Argeans 
in memorial of this event raifed a temple to Pofeidon the God 
of deluges y at the placty whence the water began to retire. As 
you proceed a fviall degree farther y there is the mound (^Tctpog) 
of ArguSy who is Juppofed to have been the fon of Niobey the 
daughter of Phoroneus. 1 have Ihcvvn in a prior treatife, 
that thefe mounds ftilcd Ta(poiy were not places of burial ; 
but facred hills, on which in ancient times they Jacrificed. 
Taepo; A^ya is the mount of the arky or Argo. All the hif-* 
tory above given, however limited to a particular fpot, relates 
to the ark, and to the flood, which univerfally prevailed. 

* In the fame city was a remarkable altar, dedicated to 
the God of rain, Bwju.05 'Teria A<o?. Zeuth was diftin- 
guifticd by the title of Sama El; which the Greeks ren- 
dered Zevj XripixiMoi. He was worfliiped upon mount 
Parnes in Attica: and the circumftances attending his hiftory 
arc remarkable, as they ftand in Paufanias, 0^») h A^>)- 

Ej'Ta’jGa noc(iS^c»)yc^ li^ou f7rix?^wiv tw yot^ toi' 

XhctS'onx tir^xAvcan rw ttoAAwi', oTi 'Hjaj etycci, xxi wx avrw, thiu yw xxi 

ci avvhxxaxv'Tii €^vft (7aj*. Trajat cov9^ ivp^ to aTrihdeiv cttktoj 

T»v GaAa<7<3a:‘. A^yiiGi oGtr to xvfxx ari^cooYjaiVj €7roin<Txv 

llfc6A9oFTi (f't » toAv rx(poi ^tv Aoyn^ AiO? uieu xxt 

T)ii Nio^m, Paufan, L, 2. p, 161. 

Paulan. L. 2, p, 154, 

Paufan. L. i. p. 78, 
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juioii TJsm^Jxcv — xai — Ey na^y*)$» Ila^wj^wf Zgy; 

XoiMsg s?’ty xai (iocfJLog IrjfjLOLheH Aio;. Ert sv rp Ha^- 
xui aXXo? |3wjtxc^’ %ii(rt J 5 £z’ olvtb, tots //ev O|af«ioy, 
TOTS ^s ATFYifiiov xxXhvts; A<a. In Attica is the mount Pen^ 
iclicus — alfo another^ called the mountain of Fames — Upon 
the latter Jlatids a Jlatue of Zeuth Parnethius in brtfs \ and 
an altar to the fame God^ filed Sama Ely or Semaleos. There 
is afo another altar : and when they facrifce upon tty they 
htvokcy fometimes the God of rains ; fometimcs the Deity y who 
tfcapedy or rather who averted the evil 'y filing him ATrifZtOf. 
This writer mentions alfo upon the mountain Hymcttus 
Aiog jSwjUOi, xoli AToXKwvoi n^oo\{/<a : altars to 
Zeuth Pluviusy and to Apollo frnamed the looker outy or look- 
ing forwards. 

If we confidcr the hiftories of Danae, Danaus, and the 
Danaides, we fhall find them to be fragments of hiftory, 
which relate to the fame event. Danae is faiil to have been the 
mother of Perfcus, who was conceived in fhowers, expofed 
in an ark ; and at lafl: a king of Argos. She is likewife repre- 
fented as the mother of Argus, who founded in Italy Ardea, 
and Argiletum : the true hiftory of which places amounts to 
this, that they were founded by people, Ailed Arkites. Da- 
naus, who came into Greece, is faid to have come over in 

Paufan. L. i. p. 78. 

Ardea quam dicitur urbem 

Acrifioneis Danae fundifie colonis. Virg. Ailns L. 7. v. 409. 

She was fuppofed to have given name to Daunia \ and 10 have fettled there 
'»Mih her two fons, Argeos and Argos. Servius in Virg. TF.n, L. 8. v. J 45 * 

Tibur Argeo pofitum colono. Horat. L. 1. Od. 6. v. 5. 


the 
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the firft long fliip, which was conftruded : but the more 
ancient account is, that he was the firft builder of a fhip j 
which he defigned and finifhed under the diredion of Mi- 
nerva, or divine wifdom : **'T7roBe/Ji£Vrji A^jjva? Nay? 
T^wTos >iOLT£(rK£Vours. This is the fame ftory, which is told 
of Argus, the fuppofed fon of Inachus and Niobe, It is 
likewife faid of Danaus, when he came to Greece, that he 
came over nave biproruy called by Greeks afMtpiTr^vpLvx'if^ 
and that he built the Acropolis at Argos. But the na- 
vis biprora was not a veflel commonly made ufe of to 
pafs the fcas : it was a copy of the facred Ihip of Ills : 
and I have fhewn the hiftory, to which it alluded. I 
Ihould therefore think, that this ftory does not relate to 
the arrival of any particular perfon from Egypt ; but to 
the lirft introduc^lion of rites from that country j and efpe- 
cially the memorial of the Argo, from whence the place 
took its name. And that there was fuch an introduc- 
tion of rites, appears from Hypermneftra the fuppofed 

Apollodor. L. 2. p. 

It is faid that Danaus came from the Thdbais of Egypt» where flood 
Chemmis near the city Noa. Perfeus was worlliipcd here. Herodot. L. 2. 
c. 9 1 . Ho calls the city Nid;. The perfon alluded to under the charadber of Dr.- 
naus was far prior to thea:ra allotted him in the Grecian hillory. He is faid to 
be the fon of Bclus, the fon of. Neptune : alfo the brother of Scfufis, the fanvj 
as Seth and Zuth. 

The name of the (hip was DanaYs. Aarctov vtto. Ai'yvT’w 7rc&)T2v 

X £4Ta G xfuaaai (ISiaw')' xac4 Actva,ii exAw 3 ^>;. SchoL in Apolloil. RhoJ* 

L. I. V, .1, 

The daughters of Danaus are fuppofed to have introduced iht 
from Egypt: irv TeAsTJir ravinv Atyvirra f^ctygcywai. Herod. L. 2* c, 171. 

daughter 
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daughter of Danaus, being efteemed the « prieftefs of Juno 
at that place. If, as I have imagined, the words vfjVf and vaivf 
are derived from nj, Nau, and Noah ; the name of Danaus re- 
lates not to a man, but is in reality « da Naus,and lignifies li- 
terally tbejhip. The ®ra therefore of Danaus is tlie rera of the 
ihip: being the precife time, when fome model of this facred 
veflel was introduced \ and the rites alfo and myfterics, with 
which it was attended. The fifty daughters of Danaus were 
fifty priefteffes of the Argo ; who bore the facred veflel on fef- 
tivals. I have mentioned that there was a temple in Egypt, 
called Ca Nobus, ereded to the God of feas ; to whom the 
element of water in general was facred. Throughout the 
whole hiftory of Danaus and his daughters, there will be found 
allufions to the rites of this God. The Danaidcs arc faid to 
have been fent in queft of water ; to have brought water to 
Argos : to have invented or vefl'els for water : 

and laftly, were fuppofed to have been doomed in the fliades 
below to draw water in buckets, which were full of holes. 
Every circuraftance of this hiftory is from Egypt. The natives 
of that country were very afllduous in conveying water from 
one place to another. They likewile had particular jars, 

l. v A^d'ifgarfvtrff 'TTi§f<r)t<rpx Aayaiu. Eufeb. Chron. P. 29. 1 . 40. 

m, Da, Chaldaice, h*c, ifta, hoc, illud. See Daniel. C. 4. V. 27, and 
C. 7. V. 3. Of this I fliall treat hereafter at large. 

Danaus is faid to have founded Argos. 

Accra 0^— 

wjci^fr Ira^w ToPuy. Euripid. in Archclao apud Strabon. 

^ 5-P.339- 

arucTf cr fop Aaracu 9 ioraP A^yof fyuf^or. Slfab, L. 8* p, 570. All 
Greeks in the time of Homer feem to have been called Danai. 

n. K k which 
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which were facred to the God, whom the Greeks called 
Canobus ; and were formed with a reprefentation of him, 
Thefe Canobic veffels were fometimes made of ♦‘porous 
ftone : at other tinies of earth manufactured in fuch a man- 
ner, as to have fmall holes in the bottom j through wfiich 
they ufed to filter the water of the Nile, when it was 
either turbid or faline. sv roig [JLs§£<ri T^g A/yma 

y/vec&aj og-^azim, r^nirsig KsTirxg (rvvBysigy 

ug-s (J<a rodv r^n<rem emvoov to Ts§oAwjW.svov v^oo^ S'(v7\.i^o[ji,sm 
UTTO^i^o^ui m&ct^uTxrov. This practice of filling veflels, which 
could not hold the water put into them, feemed fuch a pa- 
radox to the Grecians, that, when they came to confign 
feme of their piiefts and deities to the infernal manfions, 
they made this the particular punifliment of t^e Danaidcs, 
on account of their cruelty. 

Among the various perfonages, under which the Patri- 
arch was reprefented, the principal feems to have been that 
of Dionufus. He was by the mythologifts fuppofed to have 
had a fecond birth, and a renewal of life in the Theba or 
Ark. Hence he was termed <drj^a,iysvrjg -y whicli the Greeks 
interpreted a Theban born, and made him a native of 
Boeotia ; but he was originally only worlhiped there ; and 
his rites, and myfterics came from Egypt. This injufticc 
of the Greeks in taking to themfelves every Deity, and 

^ They were called 2TaxTi)t»—*5'Q gioc Ne.'As)s»' vSu>^. Hclych- 

^TCLXTIXOV, 

Suidas. Kctvco‘To<, 

Ipfutn Canobl fimulacrutn, pedibus perexiguis, attrafto collo, et quafi f'u* 
gillaco, ventre tumido, in modum hydrisc, cum dorfo requalitcr tercti for- 
matur. Ruffin. Hift. Ecclcs. L. 11, c. 26, 
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hero, was complained of by the Egyptians. KccOoXa h 
raf EAA»]va? ra; sT/fapffaTaj AiyvxTiuv Id^w- 

ag TS Kxi ®£8g. 

The principal terms, by which the ancients diftinguiflicd 
the Ark, were Theba, Baris, Arguz, Aigiis, Aren, Arcnc, 
Arne, Laris, Boutus, Ba?otus, Cibotus. Out of thefc they 
formed different perfonages : and as there was apparently a 
correfpondence in thefe terms, they iu confequcnce of it in- 
vented different degrees of relation. Hence a large fa- 
mily has arifen from a few antiquated words, which related 
to the fame hiftory, and of which many were nearly fyno- 
nymous. In the account given above, we may perceive 
that the Ark, and the chief perfon of the Ark, are often con- 
founded : but by the light, which is here afforded, the 
truth, I think, may be eaffly difeovered. 

5 ^ Diodorus Sic. L. i. p. 21. 

J* Of this turn in the Greeks innumerable inRanccs will occur, as we pro- 
ceed : fome few I will here fubjoln. 

aToOnCwj Tjfj' Sceph. Byzant. 

vioi /levxccAivv. Apollon. Rhod. L. 3. v. 1085. Schol. 

A^it) ]]oia}Tov ex n^aet^cet'o^ eyevvm^- Diod. Sic. L. 4. p. 269. 

A^fY\ Yloa-eiS'cioyos Lycoph. v, 644. Schol. 

Arena CEbali, vel Bibali filia. Hygini Fab. 14. p. 46- 

Jj: i^j)7 Cl— IrcovH TrotiSa^xcti MeAzui 1 'T/h. Paufan. L. 9 * P* 7 * 

Niobe faid to have been the daughter of Tantalus and Dione. Hyginus, 
Fab. 9, p. 32. 

Attip xai Apollodor. L. 2. p. 39. 

'NioCr.g TTcLii A^yo^» Ibid. 

Niobe the filler of Pclops, and wife of Amphion. Strabo. L. 8. p. 532. 

AuKoiSeev rcfj Tre^i &r}, 2 m tx xzrx ^eyxxKiooroc ZiV 9 

TiSwrtfj m A u^iT^'Jcovo^j iiv SiS^'j^aiv ^ 

^^lyvyin ri AAAof <fe 1^-001x0^ Aejei, aii Zii.i yiyeis AiyjTTov 

itvA. Lycoph. Schol. ad v. 1207. 
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Some particular Titles and Personages ; 

Janus, Saturnus, Phoroneus, Pofeidon, Ne- 
reus, Proteus, Prometheus. 

T H E hiftory of the Patriarch was recorded by the an- 
cients through their whole theology ; but it has been 
obfeured by their deferibing him under fo many different 
titles, and fuch a variety of charaders. They reprefented 
him as Thoth, Hermes, Menes, Ofiris, Zeuth, Adas, Pho- 
roneus, Prometheus: to which lift a farther number of 
great extent might be added. All the principal Deities of 
the lea, however diverftfied, have a manifeft relation to him. 
But among all the various perfonages, under which he may 
have been reprelentcd, there are none, wherein his hiftory 
is delineated more plainly, than in thofe of Saturn and Ja- 
nus. The latter of thefe is by Ibme fuppofed to have been 
the fame as Javan, who is by Mofes called H*. Between 
this name and that of Janus there is thought to be a great 
fimilitude. But there is nothing to be obtained from the 
hiftory of Javan to countenance this notion ; whereas all 
the chief circumftances in the life of Noah correfpond with 
the hiftory of Janus. Hence, however fpecious the argu- 

nitut 
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ment may be, which is drawn from this fimilitude of terms, 
iHvany perfons of great learning have not fcrupled to .deter- 
mine that Noah and Janus were the fame. 

By Plutarch he is called * lawoj, Jannus, and reprefented 
as an ancient prince, who reigned in the infancy of the 
world ; and who brought .men '.from a rude and favage way 
of life to a mild and rational fyftem : who was alfo the firft 
former of civil communities, and introducer of national po- 
lity. Pic was reprefented with two faces ; with which he 
looked both forwards and backwards : and from hence he 
had the name of Janus Bifrons. One of thefe faces was that 
of an aged man : but in the other was often to be feen the 
countenance of a young and beautiful perfonage. About 
him were many emblems, to denote his different depart- 
ments. There was particularly a ftaff in one hand, with 
which he pointed to a rock ; from whence iffued a profu- 
fion of water. In the other hand he held a key. The 
defeription given of him by Albricus feems to have 
been taken from fome painting, which that perfon had feen. 

• Janus — erat Rex. Homo fedens in throno fulgenti radiis 
circumqu.ique, qui duas facies habebat ; quarum una ante 
fe, altera poll fe ref|)iciebat. Juxta ilium quoque erat tem- 

O y.iio lictfss ev roii TaAafoij Trail/, fire Acti/jLm’t fnt Qa.at?vm, yevoiJLtvoi 
TaXitiXoi xai noiraiyiy-of, fx ru xai aygtu Mytrat lAtroketAuv Twr 

In Numa. Vol. I. p. 72. 

Ianos— //aCas (,( iTaA/ai-, xai <njratxn<fM to/s ouit'A Caofafo/s, /iSTefaAi xcc.i 

y^urroev xcu <fianety. raus Trffi rw IraAiai' aUTos ccygioK xcti arofion ygu- 

/*ii« (,< 'ere^of Cm <T;^^ii/^a, 7:e/<ras xa« ytcc^yeiv xai yroAnivta^xiy /xfTtCaM 

xa/MeT«xo(rjuw(7f. Plutarch. Quaeft. Rom. vol. 2. p. 269. 

C. 14. p. 921. 



The Analysw of Ancient Mythology; 255 

plum : ct in manu ejus dextra habebat clavem, qu4 tern- 
plum ipfum aperire fe monftrabat. In Hniftri veto habuit 
baculum, quo faxum percutere, et ex illo aquam perducere 
videbatur. He had generally near him feme refcmblancc of 
a (hip ; particularly upon money, which in aftertimes was 
coined to his honour. The Romans imagined that this was 
in memorial of the fhip, in which Saturn was fuppofed to have 
come to Italy. 

* At bona poftcritas puppim fervavit in are, 

Hofpitis adventum tel^ificata Dei. 

But what colony, or what perfon ever came from the caft to 
Italy, who did not arrive in a (hip ? It was a circumftance 
common to all ; and too general to be particularly recorded. 
Befides, • why (hould the money of Janus refer to the hiftory 
of another perfon ? Plutarch therefore docs not accede to 
the common notion t but dill makes it a queftion, * why the 
coins of this perfonage bore on one (ide lavi/a (5'»x'^0(rwT0i' 
siKQVCty the refemblance of fanus bifrons ; and had on the 
other the repre- 

fentation either of the hind party or the fore part of a fjip> 
Ovid feems to have been much puzzled to find out the hif- 
tory, and purport of this deity. 

5 Quem tamen elTe Deum dicam tc, Jane bjformis ? 

Nam tibi par nullum Graicia numen habet. 

The Romans indeed had in a manner appropriated him to 
themfelves. There were however many divinities fimilar to 
him both in Greece and Egypt : and the original perfon, to 


• Ovid. Faft. L. I. V. 239. 

* Qusft. Rom. P. 274* 

’ Faft. L. 1. V. 89. 


whom 
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whom this character related, may be eahly known. To him 
they attributed the invention of a ‘ (hip ; and he is faid to 
have firft compofed a chaplet. Upon the Sicilian coins of 
Eryx his figure often occurs with a twofold countenance ; 
and on the reverie is a dove encircled with a ’’ crown, which 
feems to be of olive. He was reprefented as a juft man, 
and a prophet ; and had the remarkable charaderiftic of 
being in a manner the author of time, and the god of the 
year. Under this defeription he is adcirefled by Ovid : 

* Jane bifrons, anni tacite labentis origo. 

From him they denominated the firft month of the year ; 
’ la.vv8ix.^iog oltto m Ixvvs. He was ftiled Matutinus ; as if 
to him were owing the renewal of light and day. 

There was a tradition that he railed the firft temple to Hea- 
ven ; though they looked upon him as a deity, and one of the 
eight original divinities. In the hymns of the Salii he was 
ftiled the " god of gods. In this and many other refpeds he 
was fimilar to the Cronus of the Greeks, whom Orpheus ftiles 
’* Aj^ctAu]?, Mam^uv rs ©gwv , jjJ'e koli 
AlflNOS KrONE, HArrENETOP— 

TcLtr^g Ts £Xaf» 3 ^a, xa< Ov^oLva ag-s^oemg 

Fevvcij (pvr^g ’’ 'Pfctj T0(ri, (reps IIPOMHGET. 

‘ HfciuToj' Si 9'g(^flcrov xoc/ TrAc/ct. Athcnxus. L, 15. 

p. 692. 

Parut. Sicilia, 

• Faft. L. I. V. 65, 

’ Plutarch, in Numa, P, 72. 

Hence he was ftiled Tcmplorum pofitor, 

** Saliorum quoque antiquiftimis carminibus Deer urn Dens canitur. Macrob; 
Sat. L. I. p. 159. 

** Hymn. 13, 

Naturx obftetrix: fo correfted by the Author. 
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We fee here under the charader of Cronus a peribn de- 
feribed, who was the founder of mankind in general j and 
of thofe in particular, who aflumed the title of 
A&OLmtoiy Aajjuovsj j and who were efteemed a fuperiour or- 
der of beings. This perfon is alfo faid to have been die re* 
newer of time, which commenced from him : and is repre- 
fented as one, who fprang from the earth ; and at the 
fame time was the offspring of heaven. He is farther de- 
feribed as (pvr,; juaiwiTif j one, by w'hom all things were in- 
troduced into life : and he is finally ftiled (TC^i'Oj 
the venerable Prometheus ; the fame, in whom mankind was 
faid to have been renewed. 

I have taken notice that there was fcarce any circum- 
llance, however minute, mentioned by Mofes concerning 
the Ark and Noah, but was recorded in the family of Ham. 
It is faid of the Patriaich, that he was a man of the earth, 
and (killed in planting and fowing, and every fpecics of agri- 
culture. When he confirufted the Ark, he made a window 
in it j through which after a feafon he looked forth, and faw 
the ruins of the former world. He made allb a door in 
the Ark ; which was a circumftance continually commemo- 
rated by the gentile writers. The entrance through it they 
efteemed a paflage to death and darknefs : but the egrefs 
from it was reprefented as a return to life : hence the open- 
ing and (hutting of it were religioufly recorded. And as 

Analogous to «r9^7ro« Gen. C. 9 * v. 20. 

” 'Oi wharreiy Eufeb. Chron. p, 103! 

Syncellus. p. 149, 
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the flay in the Ark was an intermediate ftate between a loft 
world, and a world renewed ; this was alfo alluded to in 
their hieroglyphical reprefentations. We accordingly find 
Janus deferibed with two faces ; having a retrofpe<ft to what 
was paft, as well as a view forward to what was to come : 
and he was efteemed a perfon, cui omnis rei initium et 
fincm tribuebant : whom they attributed the end and the 

beginning of all things. They ftiled him Patulcius and Clu- 
fius, in allufion to the hiftory above given : and he had the 
title of Junonius, from the Arkite Dove Jonah, which the 
Latincs expreffed Juno. There is a fragment from an an- 
cient hymn, preferved by Terentianus Maurus j in which 
we have an epitome of the Patriarch’s hiftory under the 
chara<ftcr of Janus, 

Jane Pater, Jane tuens. Dive biceps, biformis, 

O cate rerum Sator^ O principium Deorum ! 

Stridula cui liraina, cui cardinei tumultus, 

Cui referata mugiunt aurca clauftra mundi. 

He is ftiled by another poet 

Tcmplorum pofitor, templorum fandte refedor. 

By this is meant, that he was a renewer of religious rites, 
and the worlhip of the Deity. Some would confine this to 
Italy. Xenon accordingly lltysof Janus, in Italia primuni 
Diis templa fccifie, ct ritus inftituifle facrorum. He was re- 
puted the fame as Apollo ; and had the title of 0y^a<oj, 

Albricus Philof. c. 14, p. 921. 

In the Roman Calendar publifhed by GafTendus the firft of January is 
facred lANO JUNONI. Sec Gafiend, Calendar. Jul. Caefaris. P, 22. 

Macrob. Sat. L, 1. p. 157. 

or 
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or the Deity of the door^ or paffagc : and his altars were 
placed immetliatcly before the door of the houfe, or temple, 
where his rites were celebrated. ’’ £jus aras ante fores fuas 
celebrant, ipfum mtroitus ct exit us demon ftrantes potentem. 
In memorial of his hiflory eeciy door among the Latincs 
had the name of Janua : and the firft month of the year 
was named Januarius from Janus, as being an opening to a 
new lera, and in fomc degree a renewal of time. Aio lav- 
aav siTTcnsi rr/t /(Xf fJiri>'x tov Ou^xiov 

TtCOCrSlTTOV. 

Ovid has continual allufions to this hiflory. Janus is by 
him fuppofed to be the chaotic deity ; and at the fame 
time to prefide over every thing, that could be fhut, or 
opened ; and to be the guardian of the doors of Heaven. 

” Me Chaos antiqui, nam res fum prifea, vocabant : 

Afpice, quam longi temporis adla canam. 

Quicquid ubique vides, ccclum, mare, nubila, terras. 
Omnia funt noflra claufa, patentque manu. 

Me penes eft unum vafti cuftodia mundi ; 

Et jus vertendi cardinis omne meum eft. 

Prjefideo foribus coeli. 

What the poet means by Chaos, will be hereafter plainly dif- 
clofed. Macrobius having in his Saturnalia afforded a general 
account of the mythology of Janus, introduces a curious 
lift of thole titles, under which the Romans ufed to invoke 

'* Ibidem. P, 1 58. from Nigidius. 

Porphyr. dc Nympharum Antro. P. 264. 

Faft. L. 1. V. 103. 

LI2 
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him. ** In iacris quoque invocamus Janum geauhiim) Ja- 
num patrem, Jahum Junonium, Janum Confivura,; Janum 
Quirinum) Janum Patulcium, et Clu{ivium.*r>Jan^m Pa^ 
trem, quaii Poorum Deum : Confivum a conferendo, id eft, 
a propagine generis humani, quae Jano au^re conieritur. 
The reafons, which the author afterwards produces for thefe 
titles being originally conferred, are not always fatisfadory. 
The terms however contain matter of great confequence ; 
and we may plainly perceive the true hiftory, to which they 
allude. According to Corniftcius the name of Janus was 
properly Eanus ; and, as he would infin u ate, from eo, 
io go. But Eanus was undoubtedly the fame as Om; of 
the Greeks, and t!ie Idnas of the eaftern nations : by which 
was fignified a Dove. Hence it was that Janus Rad the name 
of Junonius j for Iona and Juno were the fame. And 
hence it was, that the coins of Janus in Sicily had upon the 
reverfe a Dove furrounded with a chaplet j which feems to 
be a chaplet of Olive. 

The Romans made a diftindion between Janus and Sa- 
turn ; and fuppofed them to have been names of different 
men : but they ^k^ere two titles of the fame perfon. Saturn 
is reprefented as a man of great piety and juftice ; under 
whom there was an age of felicity ; when as yet there were 
no laws, no fervitude, no feparate property. *♦ Rex Saturaus 
tantae juftitiae fuilfe traditur, ut neque fervierit fub illo quif- 
quam, neque quicquam privatse rei haberet ; fed omnia 

»> L. I. p. 159. 

•* Cornificius Etyrnorum libro tertio, Cicero, inquit, bob Janum, fed EitfioW 
nominal. Macrob. Sat. L. 1. c, 9. p. 158. 

»♦ Jufein. 1 . 43. c. I. 
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communia. He is by Lucian made to iay of himfelf, ** sJg/f 
hit SfJLB ^sKog »)v. The Latines in great meafure confine his 
hiftory to their own country ; where, like Janus, he is re- 
prefented as refining and modelling mankind, and giving 
them laws. At other times he is introduced as prior to 
law ; which are feeming contrarieties, very eafy to be recon- 
ciled. 

Saturn is by Plato fuppofed to have been the fon of 
Oceanus : by others he was looked upon as the oftspring of 
Coelus. The poets fpeak of him as an ancient king, in 
whofe time there was no labour, nor feparate property ; the 
earth producing every thing Ipontaneoufly for the good of 
man. He was however at other times deferibed with that 
emblem of hulbandry, the ** fickle, in his hand : and re- 
prefented as going over the whole earth, teaching to plant, 
and to fow j 

Vitifator, curvam fervans fub imagine falcem. 

The Aufonians in particular thought thernfclves upon thefe 
accounts to be greatly indebted to him. Diodorus Siculus 
gives the lame hiftory of Saturn, as is by Plutarch above 
given of Janus. *“ hiaiTrig eig ri^s^ov ^lov fj.sra.g'ri^ra.i 

OLvO^uitag. He brought mankind from their foul a7id favage 
•way of feeding to a more mild and rational diet. ‘He was alfo 
like Janus deferibed with keys in his hand : and the coins 

-5 Dialog, rois Tr^o^Kooroy, See Bochart. Phalcg. L. i. c. i.and \ofr. 
Idol. L. I. c. 18. p. 140. 

Cum fake, meflis infigni. Macrob. Sat. p. 157. 

Saturnus velato capite, falccm gerens. Fulgent. Mytholog. L. j. c. 2. 

Virgil, JEncid. L. 7, v. 179. 

»» Diodor. L. 5. p. 334. 

4 
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ftruck in honour of him had on their revcrfe the jfigure of 
a fii!]'*. For this Ovid gives an idle reafon ; to which I 
l:av’c bclore fpoken in the account of Janus. 

’’ Caufa ratis fuperefi: : Thufcum rate venit ad amncni 
Ante pcrcrrato falcilcr orbe Dcus. 

He was looked upon as the author of time ; and often 
held in his hand a ferpcnt, whole tail was in its mouth, 
and formed a circle : and by this emblem they denoted 
the renovation ot the year. They reprefented him as of 
an uncommon age, with hair white as fnow : yet they 
!iad a notion, that he could return to fccond childhood. He 
was particularly ftilcd “ Sator ; and we have a remarkable 
defeription ot him in Martianus Capella, who fpeaks of liim 
under that title. Saturnus Sator, grefllbus tardus, ac re- 
morator, incedit, glaucoque ami6tu tccT:us caput. Proten- 
debat dexteia flammivomum quendam draconem cauda; fu® 
ultima devoiantem — Ipfius autem canities pruinofis nivibus 
candicabat: licet etiatn Hie puer pojfe fieri crederetur, Mar- 
tial’s addrefs to him, though fliort, has in it fomething re- 
markable : for he fpeaks of him as a native of the former 
world. 

” Antiqui Rex magne poH, mundique prioris, 

Sub quo prima quies, nec labor ullus erat. 

I have mentioned that he was fuppofed, xaraTmeiv, to have 

Faft. L. I. V. 233. 

s* Ipfe, qiii auftor temporum. M.icrob. Sat. L. i. p. 214. 

*' He was luppofcil by fome to have from hence received his name. A fatu 
dittos Saturnus. V arro de Ling. Lat. L. 1 . p. 18. 

3 » L. I. c. a. 

p L. 12. Epig. 63. 
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fwallowed up his children : he was alfo faid to have ruined 
all things ; which however were reftored with a vaft in- 
creaie. 

'O? ^oLTrcimq (A.ev dTCctvrct, mi olv^zh sjUTraA/y uvrog. 

To other Gods the Romans facrificed, capite opcrto, with 
their heads veiled : but in the rites of Saturn the veil was 
taken away. He had the name of Septimianus ; and the 
Saturnalia, which were days fet apart for his rites in De- 
cember, were in number ” feven. During thefe, great in- 
dulgences were allowed to flaves ; and they fat down with 
their matters at the fame table, and partook without any 
dittindion of the fame food ; in memorial of that equality, 
which prevailed in the days of Saturn. They were permit- 
ted to laugh, and to jett : and it was criminal to (hew any 
referve, Thefe rites are faid to have been of great antiquity ; 
far prior to the foundation of Rome. I he Poet Accius 
looked upon them as tlie fame as ihofe, which the Grc* 
cians ttiled K^oriot; and deferibes them in the following 
manner : 

’’ Maxima pars Graium Saturno, et maxime Athense, 
Conficlunt facra, qux Cronia efle itcrantur ab illis. 
Eumquc diem celebrant per agros ; urbefquc fere omnes 
Excrcent epulis Ireti ; famulofque procurant 
Quifque fuos : nottrique itidem : et mos traditus illinc 
Ittc, ut cum dominis famuli cpulentur ibidem. 

** Orphic. Hymn. !2. v. 3. 

»' Plutarch. QuxOion. Rom. p. 266, 

Graecorum more, aperto capite res divina fit. Macrob. Sat. L. i. p. 15^- 

” Ibid. p. 160. 

Macrob. Sat. L. i. p. i 55 - Athenxus. L. 14. 
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It is obfervable, that among the Romans Saturn Teems to 
have been held in a ftate of confinement for the greater part 
of tlic year. Towards the expiration of that term in De- 
cember, when the Saturnalia began, there was a myfterious 
ceremony of taking off thefe bonds, and fuficring the Deity 
to be in a manner at large. We, I think, may fee what this 
cuftom alluded to, though it was a fecret to the ancients. 
” Cur autem Salurnus ipfe in compedibus vifatur, Verrius 
Flaccus fe ignorare dicit. Saturnum Apollodorus alligari 
ait per annum laneo vinculo ; et folvi ad diem fibi feftum, 
id eft, menfe Decembri. 

Many thought that Janus was the fame as both Apollo 
and Diana ; the fame alfo as ♦* Helius, and with good 
rcafon. He was alfo the fame as Dionufus and Saturn. 
Of the laft I have obferved, that the Romans ftiled 
him Sator j making ufe of a term in their own lan- 
guage, which was not inapplicable to his hiftory. Yet 
I cannot help thinking that this was not a title of Ro- 
man original, but imported from Egypt and Syria by the 
Pelafgi ; and adopted by the people of Italy. It feems to 
be a compound of Sait Our, which among the eaftem na- 
tions fignified Oliva Ori, five Dei j or Oliva cceleftis. All the 
upper part of Egypt was named Sait, and the people Sait*. 

” Macrob. Sat. L, 1. p. 156. Statius alludes to the fame cuftom : 

Saturnus mihi compedc exoluta, 

Et multo madidus mcro December, 

Et ridens jocus, et fales protervi . 

Adfmt. Sylv. L. 1. cap. 6. v. 4. 

^ Macrob. L. 1. c. 9. p. 157, 158. 
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The Athenians came from thence ; and they were ♦' Sai’tje : 
and it is faid of them, that they were denominated from the 
Olive. Minerva was ftiled Sa'itis; and was worfhiped under 
that title at Pontinus near ♦* Epidaurus. She was un- 
doubtedly fo named from the Olive, Sa'it, which was pecu- 
li^ly, facred to her. The moft ancient priefts of Dionufus 
were called Saturi apd Tituri, from Sat-Ur, and Tit-Ur: 
the former were fo named from the objed, and the latter 
from the place of their worfliip. Saturn was not tmknown 
to the ancient Germans ; among whom he was worlmped by 
the name of Seatur. He is deferibed by Verftegan as ftanding 
upon a fifli with a wheel in one hand, and in the other a 

veffel of water filled with fruits and flowers. Schedius 

<» 

mentions him by the name of Crodo ; and fays that he was 
the fame as the Saturn of the Romans. In Arcc Hartef- 
burgh ad Sylvam Hercyniam juxta montem Melibochi, civi- 
tatemque Goflarenfera, Saxoncs coluere Idolum Crodo : Sa- 
turnum dixere Latini. Erat Senex flans in pifee, nudis pe- 
dibus, et lineo vinculo cindus: — tenebat rotam, ct urnam 
plenam frugibus, rofis, et pomis. — Una cum Ifide cultus 
fuit. The name of the mountain, Melibochi, where this 
worfliip was carried on, feems to be a variation of the an- 

'Xoc'iToci'. Died, Sicul. h, i. c. 24, Airo TAAnrf?. Chron. 

Pafchale. P, 49. 

4^4 Paufan, L. 2. p. 198. 

43 Tit-Ur, 3 ^Aiy ; the name of thofe high altars, where the rites of 
, Orus were celebrated. The Tituri were properly Titurians ; the Satnii, 
luooi Saturians% 

P. 78. 

45 De Diis Germanis. Syntag. 4. C. 2. p, 493. 
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cient terms Mclech BochuS) the Lord Bochus. Bacchus was 
often miftaken for Dionufus, and in many countries called 
Bochus, and Bocchus. 

The Patriarch, under whatever title he may come, is ge- 
nerally reprefented as the father of Gods, and men. 

ZriVCL S-ewy Tars^’ r,h mi oLv^^m. ^ 

But in the chara6ler of Phoroneus (for in this he is plainly 
alluded to) he feems to be deferibed merely as*" the firft of 
mortals. Hence by an ancient Poet, quoted by Clemens 
of Ale^ndria, he is ftiled ^o^mevg, mTYj§ $VYirodv 
The mythologifts vary greatly about the genealogy of this 
perfonage : but generally fuppofe him to have been the 
fon of Inachus and Niobc. The outlines of his hiftory are 
marked very ftrongly ; fo that we cannot miftake the perfon 
to whom the mythology relates. He is faid to have lived 
in the time of the flood ; and, as I have before fhewn, 
was the reputed father of all mankind. He was alfo the 
firft who built an ’’ altar j which is faid to have been eredled 
to Juno. He firft. collccfted men together, and formed them 

In Mauritania and Numidia Bacchus was exprefled Bocchus. 

Hcfiod. Thcog. V. 47. 

Strom. L. i. p, 380. ^ 

Niofiri yoLfAiT’^ TB Eufeb. Chron. P. 24. 

• Tracis x,cn 'N 10 firs. •^(f oca i Se/riyes bJio(iry eiroct 2 rvyotr€^cc. 

Ibid. 

5® Clem. Alexand. L. i. p. 380. Syncellus. P. 125. He fpcaks of the firft 
deluge, jkt xaraxA^cr/^a, 05 AeyBrai Kocroc Kai AmS'a yi“ 

r6cr6 

y Hyginus. Fab. 274. 


5 


into 
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into petty ** communities. He Itkevvife firft gave laws, 
and diftributed juftice : whereas before, the way of life 
among tnen was favage; and every thing determined by vi- 
olence. They aferibe to him the diftribution of mankind 
by their families and nations over the face of the earth : 
5+ Idem nationes diftribuit : which is a circumftance very re- 
markable. Nonnus ftiles him “ h^sym? : which may fig- 
nify either II^wToyoyo^, the firft-born of the worlds or 
■ygM)?, ff ncitive of the cifht Anticlides efteemed him the 
moft ancient king m ** Greece : but Acufilaus looked 
upon him more truly as the firft man. This agrees with 
the teftimony, before given from the ancient Poet in Cle- 
mens, who {poke of him as the father of mankind. In 
fliort he was the ultimate, to which Grecian hiftory re- 


5» ^taeuyevs ie o rui cti'S^uTTBi cvruyxye T^caroi a Koivoy. Paufan. L. 2.' 
p. 1+5. 

’» BToi ’raij T^anof voyMi xcu xfiTWfi* w^icre. Syn- 

cdlus. P. 67, 125. 

Hyginus. Fab. 143. 

•' He is here made the father of Niobc, whom the Poet caUs Kb^w A^eyovoia 

<I> 5 ^a)v 6 o;. L. 32- P" 804. ^ 

Anticlides Phoroneum antiquiflimum Graecia; Rcgem nuncupat. rlin. 


L. 7. c. 56. 

Axiicn^ctos ^o^m ioL tt^ootov avG^coyrav Clem, Altx, Strom. L. i. 

p. 380. 

Many fuppofe him to have been the firft king upon earth. Phoroneus, primus 
ftiortalium regnavit. Lutatius Placidiis in Statii Thebaid. L. 4. v. 589. Com- 
pare thefe accounts with the hiftory of Deucalion, 

Os 7r^0t)T0i 7r0ii^(T2 XOCl efilfJ-CLTO 

A^oLvocToii* iT^(»nQ% Se xai avh^uTrwv €cc(rt/^BV€v. Apollon. Rhod. L. 3* 
V. 1086. 

Clem. Alex, fupras 


Mm2 


ferred. 
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ferred. ” nci<ra Oxviia^ofievYi oltto tw» 

Ivar^ov "^^omv mi Oo^wysw? sig ra fisTSTreira ps^sroa. 
All the great occurrences of Greece are fubfequent to the times 
of Inachus and Phoroneus ; and are deduced in a feries from 
that ara. To fay the truth, Phoroneus, Apis, Inachus, 
Zeuth, Deucalion, Prometheus, were all one perfon : and 
with that perfon commenced the Gentile hiftory, not of 
Greece only, but of the world. mi Oo- 

^mswg — 'E?lKri(Xiv Ig-o^siTcti. Some have fuppofed Niobe to 
have been the mother of Phoroneus : others make him the 
Ion of Archia : others again of Meliffa. But this genea- 
logy is idle ; and it will be found that Archia, Niobe, and 
Melifla, like Rhea, Cybelc, and Damater, are mere titles, 
by which a female perfonage was denoted, who was fup- 
pofed to liave been the genius of the ark, and the mother 
of mankj^d. 

The Patriarch was alfo commemorated by the name of 
Pofeidon. Hence in the Orphic hymns he is addrefl'ed un- 
der this charadcr, as the father of Gods and men, 

K}\v&i no(riJaot/, Zjjvoc tscli w^s<rlivy£vs$ASy 
Ov^oLViwv, Mxm^m ts ©em Trars^, mi 
Ei^Y}Vt\v vyiBiOLv oLym^ oK^ov ttfjLSfjLpri. 

Syncellus. P. 126. See Plat. Timseus. 

Synccll. P. 68. 

‘‘Inachus — ex Archia forore fuS procrcavit Phoroncum, qui primus mor- 
talium dicitur regnafie. Hyginus. Fab. 143. p. 250. 

Apoliodorus. L. 2. p. 58. She is alfo called Melitta. 

Hymn. 16. Zeus is generally made the brother of Poftidon ; but is here 
fpoken of as his father : which Ihews how little we can depend upon the thc- 
ogony of the Greeks, when they treat of genealogies. 


We 
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We find him here to be alfb called the author of peace, and 
reft ; which is confonant to his true chara£ler. His very 
name betokened peace. He is like wife faid to have been 
the caufe of affluence j becaufe through him the fruits of 
the earth were renewed. Hence we find him in many dif- 
ferent charaders reprefented with fruits, and flowers, and 
other emblems of plenty. 

As Noah was the Poleidon of the Greeks, we need not 
wonder at the epithets beftowed upon that Deity ; fuch as 
naT»;^, A(r<poLKiogy revsnog^ Fevs^Kiog, or Sa- 

tivus. The laft was a title given him by the people of 
‘5 Hermione ; and under the charader of Neptune Genefius, 
he held a temple in Argolis near Nauplia. Hard by was a 
fpot of ground, called the place of defeent : “ rsTS T 
s’^STdt aXAo ATCQ^oL^fMog j fimilar to the place called 

Axo^clt^iov upon mount Ararat, mentioned by Jofephus; 
and undoubtedly named from the fame ancient hiftory. The 
tradition among the people of Argolis was, that the place 
was named AToS’a^jU.Of, or place of defeent ; becaufe in this 
fpot Danaus made his firft defeent from the (hip, in 
which he came over. In Arcadia was a temple of 
rioireiiJwy of Neptune looking out. None of 

thefe. 


Noe, requies. Ifidor. Origin. L. 7. c. 6. 

Nwf, oLvoiTraudii, Theoph. ad Autolyc. L. 3. p. 391, 

^5 Paufan. L. 2. p. 188. 

Paufan. L, 2. p. 201. 

Ajitiq. L. I. c. 3. p. 16. 

•• Paufan. h, 2. p. 201. 

Uoatiimoi ETroTna rct(?5, Paufan. L. 8. p. 662. Similar to this were the 

akars 
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thcfc titles have tlic lead: reference to the Pagan Pofeidon, 
as God of the Tea : hut to the hiftory of the Patriarch they 
Jiavc a wonderful relation, and are particularly applicable. 

Noah was alfo figured under the hiftory of Nereus, ano- 
ther deity of the fea ; and his chara<3:er of an unerring pro- 
phet, as well as of a juft, righteous, and benevolent man is 
very plainly deferibed : 

N>]^sa S' (v\^BvSyi acu cfJhYi^sa. ysivajo Xlorro;, 
n^g<r|3LTaTov TconSm' uvra§ K(x.K&H(ri T's^ovra.y 
'OvvsKx vnfjLS^Trii; re, koli r,7i:iog' ovSs ^sfxifsuv 
AYi^&ToUy aKkcf, SuoLicc mi msa. oi^vsct oiSsv. 

He is termed by difchylus TtaXxiysvra j and is mentioned 
by Orpheus as a fon of the ocean, but of all others the moft 
ancient. 

Q 

N>)^ga fJLBv kolKo), 7r^s<r(S>vg‘ov droLvruv. 

Proteus was another title of the fame perfonage. He is 

reprefented by Homer as an ancient prophet, a perfon of 

great truth, ys^m AS’araTo^ U^cjiTSVi ; 

from whom all nature was to be deduced, as from a firft 
» 

caufe. In his departments he was the fame as Pofeidon : 
n^&rrect Kix?.Kcrxoi}, zovrs xMiSag ayoncLy 
Yl^moysvriy zot.<rifig <pv(r£u; k v(pT^vsv. 

llanifjLogy :toAi;/38Ao;, szigrxfxsvog ra t govra, 

altars in Attica upon Mount Hymettus, Bw.wci xxt AtoAAwi 0; 

n^oo-^io. Paufan. L. i. p. 78. 

Hefiod. Thcog. V. 233. 

■" Orphic. Argonaut. V. 334. 

’* Odyff. A. V. 383. 

Orphic. Hymn. 24. 


'Otro'a 
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'Or(ra rs srjv, oVa t fimrai v^e^ov av^i^. 

UoLirroL yoL^ ev H^wtsi p<n; eyKOLTs^riKSP. 

As time with the ancients commenced at the Deluge j and 
all their traditions, and all their genealogies terminated here ; 
even the birth of mankind went with them no higher than 
this epocha ; they made the ocean in confequcnce of this 
the Father of all things. Under this charader, which was 
no other than that of Nereus, Proteus, and Pofeidon, they 
reprefented the Patriarch, the real Father of the poftdiluvian 
world. He was the &bo; r$vB(rio^, <pvTaX[JLiog ; 

and was worlhipcd alfo as Oceanus. The poets often al- 
lude to him under this^ title : 

'* QzBotvov TTctre^' ct<p&nov, ctisv sona, 

rs ©swr ysvs(riv^ ^ynxm t avd^ooTrm, 

Q.K6am otrxs^ yevsxig ravrsxtri xbtvktch, 

Juno tells Jupiter, that Ihe is going to pay a vifit to Tethys 
and Oceanus, from whom the gods were derived. 

Eiiii yoi^ o-^oiJLsvr} TroXvipo^^a Tfsi^aTct Fan)?, 

QitsoLvov rs @su)y ysvsriv, mi fxrfrs^a, Tri$Wy 
'Oi ju,’ Bv (r<poi(ri ^oi^oiriy ■£vr§s(poVj arircOO^ov, 
Hence, when it was faidin the early hiftories, which Thales 
and other Grecians copied, that all things were derived from 
water ; I do not believe, that the ancient Mythologlfls 

Orphic. Hymn. 82. 

■” Homer. Iliad. S. v. 245. 

’* Homer. Iliad. H. v. 200. 

Thales ex aqua dixit conftare omnia. Cic. in Luculio. 

Aquam initium rcrum. Cic. de Nat. Deorum. L. i. c. 10. 

Ag^iiv Twr TTotyTuv Diogen. Lacrt. Thales. 


referred 
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rcrcrrcci to that element, as the vhriy or material principle; 
but to the deluge, as an cpocha, when time, and nature, 
and mankind were renewed. Plutarch mentions it, as an 
Egyptian notion, that all things proceeded from water ; but 
at the fame time tells us, 0<Ti^iv Q.KSCL'J 0 Vy that OJiris was 
Oceanus, Hence the dodlrine amounts to no more than this ; 
that all were derived from Ohris, the fame as Pofeidon, the 
fame alfo as Dionufus, the Father of mankind. 

NOAH, NOAS, NTS, NOTS, 

N U S U S* 

« 

I T appears, I think, clearly, that the hiftory of Noah is 
to be found in the mythology of Janus, Saturn, Pofei- 
don, Zeuth, and Prometheus ; as well as in the accounts 
given of other ancient perlbnages. And this hiftory would 
have been abundantly more clear, if the Greeks had not 
abufed the terms, traditionally delivered ; and tranfpofed 
them to words in their own language. Of this abufe I have 
before given a remarkable inftance from the fchool of 
Anaxagoras : and at the lame time endeavoured to ftiew, 
that the term Noyj, which tlie difciples of this philofopher 
interpreted mens, ratio, intelledus, was in reality the name 
of a perfon, and related to the Patriarch. In the mean 
time I am well aware that Anaxagoras fuperadded rs?, by 
which is meant thought and dcftgn, to matter. Dio- 

’* If. et Ofir. P. 364. 

See P. 202. 

genes 
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genes Laertius has given a very juft account of this philofo- 
pher’s opinion. Tlavrx •^^Yjfxcna. ofjLn'' sitol v 8$ sKdujv 
(Md (Jis/iOTpiCrs* TTd^' 0 mi Nng (At/a^ayo^ag) S7r£x?^t]^t). 
Cicero fpeaks to the fame purpofe. *' Anaxagoras, qui ac- 
ccpit ab Anaximene difciplinam, primus omnium rcruni 
dcfcriptionem et modum mentis infinitaj vi ac rationc delig- 
nari et confici voluit. I therefore do not mean to make a 
hiftory void, which is fo dcterminately affirmed. Anaxago- 
ras defervcd great honour for embracing and promulging 
among his countrymen this truth, wherefoever he may have 
obtained it. But when he, or his followers, milled by 
found, would annex this term to a perlbn; and fuppofe 
that Zeuth, or Prometheus, was by interpretation ** mg, 
mens ; they are guilty of a great miftake. For what they 
call mg and V8g in a philofophical fenle, was the eternal 
mind : what they appropriate to a perfon, was a term of a 
different purport. It was in fliort a proper name. When 
therefore Eufebius tells us, ‘E^p]»gy«(n Nai' top A<a* 
n^ofjirihd dg Nav sKeyov" dlo mi fjLv&svopTdi ra; dP^^m^g 
fxsTdTrsTrXdtr^di. ' If we take the hiftory without his com- 
ment, it will be found for the moft part true. The origi- 
nal account was, that not only Zeus, or Zeuth, but alfo 

VoL L p. 82, 

DcNat. Dcor. L. i. c, ii. Plutarch, in Pericle. P. 154. 

Am^ocyooaioi i^fxyjveu^cri vay toj' Aicc cTg yuy * --■■■ 

(^10 xat juLv 6 evoyrai Tas <xr0^*3tf5 /msjccT^TActaQcc/^ ktA. Eufcb. Hift, Syna- 
gogc. P. 374. 

llgo/JLvScVi ya$. Synccllus. p# 149. 
r)gcju(,n 6 m yoLg ayO^ooTrots 0 w. Eufcb* Chron. P, 26. 

N n 


VoL. IL 
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Prometheus, qui genus hominum refinxit, who renewed 
the race of many was Noos, or Noah. Prometheus raifed 
the firft altar to the gods ; conftruded the ** firfl: fhip ; 
tranfmitted to pofterity many ufeful inventions : 

Trana. trvKKriQriv 

YlaiTdi rs'^m ^o^oTomv sx. n§o[Ji.r,^su)g. 

Prometheus was fuppofed to have lived in the time of 
the deluge j and to have been guardian of Egypt at that 
“ feafon. His influence was limited to that region j 
becaufe the later Egyptians, like the people of Phocis, 
Argos, Theflaly, and Dodona, confined the deluge to 
the boundaries of their own country. From thefe ac- 
counts we may plainly lee the perfon, who is alluded 
to under the charader of Prometheus. He was the fame 
as Ofiris j the fame allb as Dionufus, the great hulband- 
man, the planter of the vine, and inventer of the plough. 
But inftead of having the character of Dionufus juftly ap- 
propriated, we find him reprefented in the lame falfe light, 
as Prometheus. Accordingly Macrobius tells us, Phylici 
Aiovwo'of, Aiog vsPy dixerunt. Dios was the ancient term, 
from whence came the word Deus : and the name of 
Dionufus relates not to voog, mens, but to Nulbs, Noah ; 
being a compound of Dios-Nufos, for fo his name was pro- 


GctAao-o-oTrAa^'yCTa J* hth ccAAos avr efJLO 

ALvoimo voLvriAwv oxvfAOLTcc^ .ffifch, Promcth. P. 31. 

^5 Ibid. 

Diodorus Sic, L. i. p, i 6 , 

*7 Saturn. L. 1. c. 18. p. 201. The rearon> that he givest is, bccaufe 
Dionufus was the Sun and the Sun was A/05 five mundi mens* 


perly 
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perly exprefled. Hence Philoftratus fays ** Nut/oj 0 Aiovv(roi 
a?ro rrji sv IvtToj? Nvtjij ovo|U,a^gTai. This, as 1 have 
obferved, is fo far true, that Dionufus was ftiled Nufius, 
and Nufus j and explains the compolition of the former 
term. But it was not from the city Nufa in India, nor 
from any of the cities called Nufa, for there were many, 
that he had this name ; on the contrary, they were all de- 
nominated from him. And this name was exprelfed Noa, 
Noos, Nous, Nus, Nufus ; and otherwife varied. This 
the Grecians might have known : but they feem induftri- 
oufly to have adopted it in a wrong fenfe : and in confe- 
quence of it numberlefs abfurdities have arilen to the ruin 
of much good hidory. By the help of the miftaken term 
mg or and of its derivative and J'ojjTo?, they 

pretend to find out much myfterious and recondite know- 
ledge j all which was utterly unknown to thole, from whom 
they received their intelligence. There are numberlefs in- 
ftances of this in Porphyry, and Jamblichus ; and in Pro- 
clus upon the Platonic Philofophy. It is to be obferved, 
that, when Chrillianity had introduced a more rational 
fyftem, as well as a more refined worlhip, among man- 
kind j the Pagans were llruck with the fublimity of its 
dodlrines, and tried in their turns to refine. But their 
misfortune was, that they were obliged to abide by the 
theology, which had been tranfmitted to them j and to 
make the hiftory of the Gentile Gods the bafis of their pro- 

** Vita Apollon. L. 2. c. i. p. 56. 

*9 Sec p. 209,210. 
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cedure. This brought them into immenfe difficulties, and 
equal abfurdities ; while they laboured to folve, what was 
inexplicable j and to remedy what was paft cure. Hence 
we meet with many dull and elaborate fophifms even in 
the great Plutarch : but many more in after times, among 
the writers, of whom I am fpeaking. Proclus is continually 
ringing the changes upon the terms yoof, vos^o^y and voYiTog : 
and explains, what is really a proper name, as if it fignified 
fenfe^ and intelleSl. In confequence of this he tries to fub- 
tilize, and refine all the bafe jargon about Saturn, and 
Zeus : and would perfuade us, that the moft idle and ob- 
fcene legends related to the divine mind, to the eternal wif- 
dom, and fupremaey of the Deity. Thus he borrows many 
exalted notions from Chriftianity ; and blends ‘them with 
the balcft allay, with the dregs of Pagan mythology. Whe- 
ther I am in the right, let the reader judge from a part of 
the Fifth Book of Proclus, exprcfsly upon this fubjeit. Af- 
ter having premifed, that Cronus was facr/Asy? Twr 

0 g£ioy, and that by Zeus binding his father is to be 
underftood a rcafonable ’’’ apprehenfion, or comprehenfion ; 
he comes at lafl; to fpcak more fully. ’* To Jis CLkt\(^ig 
wJg er^y 0 K^oyo; TravreXug' <Js 0 fieyi^og 

Zgy;' Na$ sKcars^og wy, eg'i (Ji^Tra koli voYiTog cevTog. Ilaj 

0/ K^ovtct TTjv aii'i(r(rovTat Ttf voma Tdrs : to which 

the author adds this curious bbfcrvation, xoci 6 7rggiA)j4^s gfp/ twv 

cuv^o}Jiiyuyv. Troclus in Platonis Thcogon. L. 5, c. 5. p. 256. 

»» Ibid. 

He fays of Law, m K^oya. Nov ycto e^iv 0 youo$ x.t.A. 

L. 5. c. 9. p. 263. 
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fiif cLVTov STSf'^arrai, <Js ai^roy Birig^stpsiy tt^os boiv- 

70 » SVB^El. n^Of (Jg BOLVTOV BVB^yUlV^ KCti TCt £^«, VOYlTQV 

sg'iv aiJict KOLi m§ov’ 'H fiBV vobi vob^oVj j)Jg voetroUj mi voriTou' 
'iZfg KXl 0 ClillOS m EXVTU P8g gfJ, KOU BXVTca vonrov, 'n^XV- 
7ug (Jg Kxi 0 K^oviog V8g ixt/ru voYj7ov £71 y kxi sxvrcp vug' 
xKh' 0 (MSP jaoAAov D^g’ 0 Jg [xxKhov vorirog. Na 7 omv ovrog 
78 K^ov8y KXI Pori 78 y Ny? KXI 0 Zsvg ^£V7B§0Vy KXI porprov' 

X7<kx KXI VOYj7QV XV7(t} POB^OP £71 • 

Noa 7ov exoTH 'KX 7 B^x Klopov o Zsvg' PQrj 7 ov fXBv b7ip o 
K^ovogy V8g (Jg o Zsvgy k 7 K. 

Axi/J^xpetp KXI ^i^opxi Asygrai (o K^ovog) 7 yiv ^x7iKiKr,v 
X^lXVy £K7£fJLPm rs 78 TTXT^Og yOVl^lOVy BKTSfXVOfXmg Jg 7xex 
78 {XByx?^ Alcg. 

After all this play upon the words voog, pos^ogy and vor,rogy 
the whole is a miftake of a proper name, Noas, or Noali, 
the fame as Cronus. Many cities, temples and -* rivers 
were denominated Noas, and Noa. The term thus ap- 
plied could not relate to the mind ; but was a proper name 
bellowed in memorial of a perfon. When therefore it 
is faid, £^fxriVSV87i Nai/ 70V Aia, the true hillory will be 
found to be, that Noah by the ancients was reprefented un- 
der the charadler of Dis, or Dios, the fame as Zeus. And 
when writers mention Saturnus quail ’’ Sator Nod?, and Di- 
onufus, A<o? Nod? j and finally, when they deferibe Pro- 

** Nas. TOTajKO!. Hefych. 

’* Apollonius in Epico carmine feribit Saturnum quafi facrum vyi — aut Sa- 
torem tw. Fulgent. Mylliolog. C. a. p. 6a8. 

Why Dionufus was Nous, or Noas, may be plainly feen in the liiHory 
given of him by the Indi in Arrian. Indica. p. 321. 

metheus. 
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mcthcus, n^o/uL/idsvg Novg^ and TI^of/,r}dsvg mg ctv^^ocmg 0 
Novg, the purport in thefe inftances is the farn?. Tne ori- 
ginal hiftory was undoubtedly meant to fignify, that Satur- 
nus, Cronus, Dionufus, and Prometheus, were different ti- 
tles, of the Patriarch who was called Noos, Nous, and Nu- 
fus. 

I cannot quit Proclus without taking notice of fome other 
inftances of his refinement upon ancient tradition. Cronus 
was certainly Noah : and Proclus gives us this covert hif. 
tory of him; ’ Ba.(nX£vg K^oi/og vTTOfXTrjg Sfi — Trig afj.stAty.Ts 
T^ta^og. What fome ufed by miftake to render f/.etKi’^ogj 
and [/.stAf^togy he has expreffed afastAiXTog. This is a Gre- 
cian word formed from the ancient terms Melech, and 
Melechat, to which it had no relation. Tfic purport 
of the mythology, which he copied, may be cafily made 
out. It fignified that Cronus, or Noah, was the founder 
of the Royal Triad. Who were alluded to under this 
Triad, may, I think, be made out without much dif- 
ficulty. They could be no other than the three Ions of 
Noah, who were the Baalim of the Scriptures, and the 
Aaifiovsgy and AdavaTotj of Greece. Conformably to this 
Proclus lays, that Cronus had the title of * Ko^omovg ; 
which we may be affured was originally Noyj. By 

this is fignified the great Ruler ^ the head of all ; in other 
words the Patriarch Noah, As Cronus was no other than 
Zeus, we may find this account of the Triad farther ex- 

* In Plat, limxum. L. 5. c. lo. p. 265. See Radicals. Vol. i. p. 70. Me- 
Icch, 2?w 

* Ibid. 


plained 
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plained in the hiftory of the latter, and by the fame author. 
’ Zsv; 0 TT^o (or perhaps 0 Trarri^) rwr sTo; 

$^iv 0 Twy oKuv Time, and all things, were by the 

ancients deduced iroin Noah : hence they came at laft 
through their blind reverence to think him the real creator 
and that he contrived every thing in his chaotic 

cavern. 

* Tavr ct mryi^ roitiTs mrct czeog ns^osihg. 

As all mankind proceeded from the three families, of whicli 
the Patriarch was the head; we find this circumftance con- 
tinually alluded to by the antient mythologifts. And the 
three perfons, who firft conftituted thefe families, were 
looked upon both as Deities, and kings : fo that we may be 
pretty cerfain, that the AfjosiXiKTOi T^ictgy however fophifti- 
cated, meant originally the R(^al Triad, Proclus mention- 
ing thofe, #ho were fuppofed to have the fuperintcndcncy 
in the world, fays, ^T^iig @£8g sim TovTsg, y.xi 
Tta^x Toig Uv^xyo^sm vfju/Bfxsi/sg 01 th fxsv mg Ny, ktX. 
He alfo in the fame place inquires, Ha h 01 tcx^x IlAa- 
BaiTiXe/f, m rov Ko^iiov xvrog x^m rxirsiv . — 
^ Ilx§x UMrm BxcriMxgy xxi 7 rx§ 0 ^(psi r^stg — 
" A£* fxsv yx§ 6 K T^ix^og Tt^ohvxi rov x^iOfjooi/ Toy Ssiov. 

* 'Ey h ^S(JLxg ^xTiMioy, sv u Txk Ttxnx tstvktxu 

* Ibid. L. 2, p. 95- 

♦ Ibid. L. 2. p. 95* 

' Ibid. P. 94. 

‘ P. 93. bJsus Tffif, x«i BscffiAfas Tf£«. L. 38. 
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I am fcnfiblc, that fome very learned perfons have thought 
that tlicy difcovered an alluiion to a myfterious truth of 
nnotlicr nature in the Triad of Plato, and of his followers. 
But if we collate, what thefe writers have added by way of 
explanation, we (hall, I believe, find that they had no 
idea of any fuch myftery ; and that the wliole of what 
they have faid is a refinement upon an ancient piece of 
hiftory. In Ihort, the whole religion of the ancients con- 
fifted in the worlbip of Daemons : and 

to thofe perfonages their theology continually refers. They 
were, like the Manes and Lares of the Romans, fuppofed 
to be the fouls of men deceafed ; and their department is 
thus deferibed by Plato, as he is quoted by Plutarch; " Plain 
mentions the JDcsjnonSy as a race of BeingSy by nS)hom fnany 
things are difeoveredy and many good offices doncy to men : and 
he deferibes them as an order between men aJiS^fjods. "They 
are the perfonSy who by their mediation carry the vows atid 
prayers of mortals to heaven : and in return bring down the 
divine behefls to earth. Hefiod fpccifies more particularly, 
who they were, and when they lived. “ '0< vita 
r\<TO.v : They lived in the time of Cronus ; in whofe reign was 
the golden age, when the life of man was at its greateft ex- 
tent. 

” Quol'dam Genios, ct funAorum animas mortuorum. Varro apud Arnob. 
L. 3 . p. 124- 

“ li^fAm evTixov TO Totmtv ovofji.u^fi (o' n?ixruv') yivoSy xxi S'laxoyixovy ev fjviaif 
Qtwy XXI ayGfMTTCi/y' fjiev exet xat S'enaui av^^uTruv ayavrt/XTroiJtfrwvy fxfSfy 
St fjMVTiix Stxj^o. Ifis ct Ofir. P. 361. from Plato’s Sympos. 

“ Opera ct Dies. V. in. 

4 AtiTfle^ 
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** hvroi^ iitii Kev taro ysm Koxct yu.iv. mKv^sVf 
*Oi IJ.BV AoufJiovBs sm — 

Ecr^Aoj, BTfi^domij <pvXx)csi vvd^cctm. 

When thefe diedy they became Damonsy a fet of benevo- 
lent beingSy voho rejtded 'within the verge of the earthy and 
were guardians of mankind. Thefe were the Baa'(Ag((, 
or Royal Perfonages, of Orpheus and Plato ; out of whicli 
was conftituted the xfiBiXmo; T^txg of Proclus, called alfo 

J5 voYiTYi jcvi vos^x T^ixg — rcov yojjTwv mi @suy. 

Something fimilar to the foregoing is to be found in a 
very learned father, to whom in other refpeds we are infi- 
nitely indebted. Clemens of Alexandria, fpeaking of the 
Ark of Mofes, cannot help mixing fome Egyptian notions 
in his difquifition about the purport of its name. Thefe 
notions were borrowed from the traditions of the Mizraiqa 
concerning the Ark of Noah, which he has confounded 
with the other Ark. The Seventy have not diftinguifiied, as 
they fliould have done, between the two Arks ; but have 
tranllated each of them by the term Ki^wTOf, Cibotus. This 
has led the learned Father into Ibme unneccffary and ill- 
grounded refinements, in Ipeaking of the Ark of God, 
which was made by Mofcs : and he has adopted fbme no- 
tions of his countrymen, which relate to another machine, 
to the Cibotus, in which mankind were preferved. As liis 
obfervations are in fome degree analogous to tlic extradl, 
wliich I have given from Proclus, I will lay them before the 

** Ibid. V. 121. 

Proclus in Plat. Timaeum. p. 94- Ta« mrai Tfi«/ cc<. 

VoL. H. O o 
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reader. A[Xsn'ov h riyBfxai tyiv Ki/Bojtcv sk ra 'EjS^awa oro- 
y,ciT 0 i ©» 3 | 3 w^«, KCi?\H[j,svr,v olXKo ti (TYifMOLimv. 'E^jaj)V£ugTai 
txev sv avO' 'evcg Trctnoov tottwv. Eit hv OyJbaj, jcoh o NOH- 
'r02 Ko(rf/.og, sirs xcct o tts^i ircu-nm Trs^mrog, airp^ji^a- 
Ti^og Tg, Kcii oLQ^oLTog S'riKovTdi &sog, ra vvv v7Fs§>iei<r&cji) Ksyeiv. 
What he here alludes to relates not to the Ark of the If- 
raelites, of which he has been previoufly treating ; but to 
the Ark of Noah. The eight perfons in this Ark formed 
the facred Ogdoas of the Egyptians ; which I have men- 
tioned before. Clemens fpeaks of this Ogdoas, as the 
vorjTog K 0 <r[Jicg: which is certainly a fport of terms. The 
hiftory related to the whole of mankind inclofed together ; 
to the Noetic world, which coniifted of'® eight perfons 
(hut up in ©»)|3&)^a, the Ark. What is meant by h clv^' mg 
TtavToav roTtdCVy I do not pretend to decipher. The author 
feems to be fenfible, that he has been guilty of much unne- 
cefl&ry refinement j and he accordingly foon after makes a 
proper apology : A^^.’, (kg eoiKeVy eKctdov vtto <f>i?\Qrii/.ictg 

CLirohiKTiKtig Trg^airg^w ra hovrog Tru^sx^ctg. 

’* Strom. L. 5. p. 667. 

’* 0>tT«a J'f (pn<rt Ta« TcKTat avB^TCoy e* t« KiCwt^ 

OjtTw ovy TTctcxt uyB^ciTTCuiy J'tfvuiBvcyctyj xtA. Thcophilus sd Auto* 

lyc. L. 3. p. 391. 

Strom. L. 5. p. 679. 
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A Continuation of the Gentile History 
of the Deluge. 

iV( 7 « res ipfas geftas finxerunt Poet<e\ fed rebus gejiis 
addiderunt quendam colorem. 

Ladlant. de Falfd Relig. L. i. c. 2. 

A S the Deluge was fo extcnfive, and at the fame 
time fo fatal in its conlequences ; I took notice 
that it muft have left lading impredions upon the 
minds of thofe, who had been witneffes to the great event : 
that the prefervation of the few perfons, who furvived, 
muft have been followed with continual rcfledlions upon 
the means, by which their deliverance was clfeded ; and thefc 
attended with a reverential awe, and many fearful fenfa- 
tions. The like imprcflions, I fhould imagine, muft have 
been tranfmitted to their pofterity ; and upon their defedion 
Irom the worftiip of the true God, one might naturally fup- 
pofe, that one fpecies of idolatry would confift in an undue 
reverence paid to the Patriarch, the father of mankind ; and 
in rites and myfteries eftablilhed in allufton to his wonder- 
ful prefervation. If there had been no accounts of any fuch 

O o 2 regard 
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regard and affecting remembrance tranfmitted to us from the 
writers of the Gentile world ; yet wc might be alTured that 
this muft have been the cafe, from the nature and extent of the 
calamity. But I have proceeded farther ; afld have endea- 
voured to (hew, not only that many memorials were for a 
long time religioufly preferved ; but that they ftill are to be 
found ; that, by arranging and comparing the mythology 
of ancient times, we may ftill perceive traces of this hiftory ; 
the principal circumftances of which are continually obferv- 
ablc in the rites and ceremonies of the firft ages. I have 
taken notice of many temples and cities, whidi were built 
in memory of the Ark and Deluge ; and called Aren, Theba, 
Argus, Cibotus, lolcus, Baris : and of others manifeftly de- 
nominated from Noah. It has alfo been obferved, that an 
ark or (hip was made ufe of as a facred emblem in the rites 
of Ids and Odris. The like cuftom prevailed in the Dionu- 
fia, and at the feftivals of other Deities. It may therefore 
be fuppofed, that the hiftory of the Dove, and of the Iris, 
could not fail of being recorded, where the memory of the 
other circumftances was fo carefully preferved. The latter 
was an emblem of great confequence ; having been appointed 
as a token of a covenant between God and man : and it 
will be found to have been held in uncommon regard for 
ages. The Dove, which returned to Noah with a leaf 
of olive, and brought the drft tidings that the waters of 
the deep were alTwaged, was held in many nations as parti- 
cularly facred. It was looked upon as a peculiar meftenger 
of the Deity ; and an emblem of peace, and good fm'tune. 
But the raven, which difappointed the hopes repofed in him, 

4 and 
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and which never returned, was held in a different light ; 
and was for the moft part efteemed a * bird of ill omen. 

The name of the Dove among the ancient Amonians was 
Ion, andlonah ; fometimes expreffed lonas, from whence came 
the ’ Oinas, of the Greeks. It was efteemed an in- 

terpreter of the will of the Gods to man ; and on that ac- 
count in the firft ages was looked upon as a bird of prefage* 
Among mariners it was thought to be particularly aufpici- 
oust who in their voyages ufed to let a dove or pigeon fly 
from their fhips, in order to judge from its movements of 
the fuccefs of their voyage. The moft favourable feafon for 
letting lai) was at the Heliacal riling of the feven ftars near 
the head of Taurus: and they arc in confequence of it 
called 5 Peleiades, or the Doves. It was at the time of their 
appearance that the Argonauts were fuppoled to have let 
out upon their expedition. * Ap)5 dneXKom Ikheia^ss, 
Tots 8p>)c&»)(ray oi A^yopeavroti It was thought 

a fortunate time for navigation in general : as we may learn 
from * Ovid. The Argonauts are moreover faid in a time of 
difficulty and danger to have made the fame experiment witk 

‘ The raven however did not intirely lofe its credit. It was efteemed an augu- 
ral bird i and is faid to have preceded, and direfted the colony, which Batr 
tus led to Cyrene. 

Kai AtSvtiv (cricrTi tiyvcrcno Aa^> 

Calliin. Hymn, in Apoll. v. 66. 

* Oirui' ttS Oi ccy^lxi Hefych. 

* The Peleiades, fometimes expreffed Pleiades, are faid *0 have been the 
daughters of Atlas by tlie Nymph Plcione. 

According to Pherecydes Syrus, they were daughters of Lycurgus, and; 

nurfes of Dionufus. 

Theocriti Idyll. 13. v. 25. and Scholia ibid. 

’ Fafti. L. 5. V. 65. 
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.a * dove, as was fuppofed to have been made by Deucalion ; 
and to have formed from it the like fortunate prefage. The 
•colony, which fettled at Cumae in Italy, went by the di- 
redion of a ’ Dove. . 

From the prophetic bird lonah and Idnas, the Greeks 
formed many terms, which related to augury ; fuch as 
* OivoLi, yspog ao^oLKog' 6i cLy^m Oiwai;*, g/Joj 

■Ko^oLKog. Oiuvot, (Tf Mp oiWju-g&a Tot (JLsT^hoPTd. Oimog, 

Of/j. 

As the Dove was efteemed the interpreter of the will 
of the Deity ; the priefts and foothfayers were from that 
circumftance ftiled Idnah, or Doves. And as Theba in 
Egypt was originally the temple of the ark ; it is natural to 
look for priefts of this denomination in a fancftuafy of that 
name. We may upon inquiry very truly infer that there were 
perfons in this place ftiled Idnah j which by the Greeks 
was rendered Ilg^giai Kui T^Yj^msg^ Doves and Pigeons. It is 
faid, that fome of this order carried the rites of Theba, or 
the ark, to Libya : and that others brought them to Do-* 
dona in Epirus ; where Deucalion was fuppofed to have fet- 
tled j and where was the mojl ancient oracular temple of 
Greece^ ’ ct^^oLiorctrop rc^p bp 'EAAj^tn It was 

• Apollonius Rhod. L. 2. v. 328. 

Oicom Si) 7r^ct7(jfc riisAticiS i and V. 564* 

Plutarch. Lib. Utrum terrefl:ria,&c. Tre^Kpt^ccv (x. AAPNAK 02 cctptejuevTiv 

J'tt^cotA.acyeieaijaiy^eifAujyos fA.er Siaoo yraAiy trSvopKtm^ cTg ccTroTrrctaay. 

p. 968. 

’ Velleius Patcrc. L. 1. c. 4* 

• Hefyehius. 

f Hcrodot. L, 2. c. 52. 
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founded by Cuthites, who were foiled Ellopians, Pierians, 
Cadmians. They brought with them the memorials of the 
Dove, and Ark ; and the whole hifoory of the Deluge, from 
the Thebais of Egypt. The women, who officiated in thefe 
temples, were, from the nature of their department, called* 
VlsheiXif and IIsAaaJgj j which the Latines rendered ^ Co*- 
lumbse : and they are under that title alluded to by tho 
poet Silius Italicus ; who mentions particularly, that they, 
came originally from Theba. 

" Nam Gui dona Jovis non divulgata per orbem* 

In gremio Thebes geminas fodifle Columbas ? 

Quarum Chaonias pennis quas contigit oras, 

Implet fatidico Dodonida murmure qucrcum^ 

At quae Carpathium 6cc. 

Marmaricis ales populis refponfa canebat. 

Paufanias mentions, that the Peleiades were the mofo an- 
cient prophetefles at Dodona in Chaonia ; even antecedent 
to the celebrated Phaemonoe. He fays, that they were wo- 
men ; and the firft oracle, which they exhibited, feems to 
relate to the rerefoablifiiment of Zeuth^ and the refooration 
of the earth to its prifoine foate. 

Zgyj nVj Zsvg gfi, Zevi gmrar w pyaXs Zgy"' 

Vet K&fjTSs. (UtHj (Jio xAii^gTg iitije^x ycuxv* 

Sec the MfyaXeu How, quoted by the Scholiaft on Sophocl. Trachin*^ vi> 
*183. 

EAAO'ZJTiW 'B70AuA«i'o5, 

A^mn 

TLv^at, Tg x. t* A# 

V Silius Italic. L. 3. v. 678. 
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The former part of this oracle fccms to 'be in feme degree 
analogous to the words made ufe of by the prieft in the 
myfteries at Eieutis : 

'* ©appaTfi jtAWj'ai ra o'go'wo'jofiva. 

There is in Jx)th an allufion to the a./pm(rfju)g of the Deity, 
and to his recovery from a ftate of death : which circum- 
ilances are continually obfervable in the hiftory of Zeuth, 
Dionufus, and Ofiris, three titles out of many, relating to 
the fame perfon. For in all the mythology of the an- 
cients, we muft look upon the great Patriarch as the ul- 
timate, in whom the hiftory terminates. He, and fome 
of his principal '* defeendants were deified by an ill- 
judging pofterity, and named Baal and Baalim, By the 
Greeks he was called Cronus; and thefe his defeendants 
Cronidae, K§ovih.i : who were alfo peculiarly ftiled, A^aya- 
Toi KKi Axtixovsfy Gods and Daemons. He was the father 
of mankind ; and in him the world was renewed ; but his 
fons, not content to allow him this honour, have repre- 
fented him as the God of nature, the creator of all things 
** Zevg 0 7r§o 'Ovrog eft rwy o'Awv 

Hence the poet ftiles him, 

Zriva, Ts jUjTioenBty &sm mi av^up, 

Servius takes notice of the doves at ** Thcba : but, as it 
*• Jul. Flrroicus. p. 45. 

!.* I have mentioned, that by the Baalim were Ilgnified Noah and his three 
ions : but there is reafon to think, that fome of the pofterity of Ham were 
taken into the number. 

• *♦ Prod, in Platon. Timatum. p. 95, 

In Vitg. ^neid. L. 3. v. 466, 
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was ufuil with the ancients to form perfonages out 0/ every 
obfolete term) he makes 'T'heba) a woman j and foppoics 
her to have been the daughter of the Deity, who gave her 
two prophetic doves for a prefent. One of thefe, it is faid, 
flew away to Dodona. Jupiter quondam Theb® filis tribuit 
duas Columbas, humanam vocem edentes : quarum altera 
pervolavit in Dodonam, glandiferam fylvam Epiri. Sopho- 
cles mentions thefe facred doves, and the vocal grove, 
where they refided : 

'fl? TYiV TTctKxictv (priyoti civ^r]<rcti ttots 
^<(r(ra)y etc Ylehact^m S(pri. 

But the beft account of this oracle at Dodona is to be found 
in Herodotus. He not only foews that it came from Thebes 
in Egypt ; but mentions the particular rout, by which the 
rites were brought; and intimates, that they came from 
Egypt to Phenicia, and from thence to Greece ; at leaft 
through the hands of Phenicians. He firft prefents his 
reader with the Grecian hiftory of the oracle, as he had k 
from the people of the place. ** T/je principal of tht 
priejlejfes at Dodona give out^ that two black pigeons took their 
flight from ’Thebes in Egypt : and that one of them bent its 
courfe to Libya ; but that the other betook itfelf to Dodona. 
That upon its arrival it fettled upon a beech tree, and fpoke 
with an human voice^ Jtgnifyingy how necejary it was that 

Sophocles. Trachin. V. 174. See Scholia. 

** Taci'e 7 rg 0 fAac 9 Ttt(f Suo IJeAeixJ^ccf jxeAan'ct? Onl^ieov 

T«v t»v fJi€v cunecdP Ai/Sv>fp, T)iy fe ttcc^oc (r(pw 

<X7r<3c6<&ct4‘ l^ofJLem S'e fJLiv i'Ti fnyop aojSa^tx&OLi <p<yy^ 

avro^i Ato$ yiv^ai* Herod. L. 2. c. 55. 

VoL. II. P p 
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there Jhould be an oracular temple founded in that place to 
Zeuth. The other account is from the people of Egypt, 
who explain very fatisfadorily the ftory of thefe black 
doves. The priejls of Zeuth at Thebes gave this hijlory of 
the oracle at Dodona, Two of the f acred womens who officiated 
at the temple of Zeuth at Thebes.^ were carried away from 
Egypt by fome ’’ Phenkians. And it was reported^ that one 
of them was fold in Libya ; but the other was carried into 
Greece. Thefe were the women', who firf founded the ora- 
cles in the countries here Jpecifed. 

We learn from the foregoing, that the peifons, who ad- 
niiniftered to the Deity, were ftiled Peleias, XIsAacu, and 
HeheiOt-hi ; which was a tranflation of the lonah and Idnim, 
introduced from Egypt and Chaldea. They were fome- 
times fpoken of as the daughters of the deity : at other 
times, from the fervices, which they performed, they were 
reprefented as the nurfes. Hence arofe the notion, that 
Zeuth was fed by doves j and, according to Moero Byzan- 
tina, in Crete. . 

** Toy fjLsv a^a T^Yi§msi uiro Tgs(pot/ avr^w, 

A/X| 3 ^ 00 '<»]V (pO^SHOrul OLTt mCOMOlQ fOOtMV. 

This is more truly reprefented in Homer j who alludes to 

** V(paa-oLv Qi i'gggs T8 Gv/Satioi Suo ifniac ex, 

VTTO ^otvixwy* xcu rnv fxev atrreoDV TV^i^cu ef. AtjSvny 7r^>)^et(ray' rrjy iTg gf rvt 
*£AAwKett* TavrcLS cTg Ta« yvvactxae eifai Ta$ ii^gvaccjxevaS ra jJLxvTmoc. Tr^ooToti iv 
noici et^fjLevoKTi t^i’eo’u Hcrodot. L. a. c. 54. 

4 >oiyiXBi rjoipLem of Eufebius and Synccllus : thofc original Phenicians, who 
came from Egypt to Syria, and from thcncc to Greece. They were the fame- 
as the Cuthite Shepherds, 
is Athenseus. Lib. 11. p. 491. 
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the priefts under the charaAer of IlaXAfiU or 

doves : and he fays that they adminiftered to Zeuth in that 
capacity, of whom he fpeaks as their father ; for priefts 
and votaries were often ftiled the fons and the daughters of 
the Deity, whom they ferved. 

’’ TCsXeiOU 

miT otfM^^oTiriv An (ps^atriv. 

From hence we may folve the qtieftion put by Alexander to 
Ariftotle upon this fubjeft : though in ibme degree it 
explains itfelf from the manner, in which it is ftated. 
” Akx, t< o‘ non]Tr]$ TraXaad'a? sTroiriTe rri; T^of>i? tup Qsup 
^lOLKOPHi, why does the poet make doves the minijiers of food 
to the God} f The Peleiades were priefts under the charac- 
teriftic of doves: and they were faid to be hoxopoi r>i; 
T^o<png TUP QsuPj becaufe they really did adminifter to the 
Gods ; and offered up cakes and fruits at their ftirines, at- 
tended with libations of wine, oil, and honey. 

The Egyptian priefts feem to have been alfo denominated 
from their complexion crows, or ravens, Strabo has a par- 
ticular paffage about Alexander ; ” that upon his expedition 
to the temple of Ammon, he was conduced by two crows. 
Curtius lays, that, upon his approach, a good number went 
out to meet him. “ Jam baud procul oraculi fede aberant, 
cum complures Corvi agmini occurrunt, modico volatu, 6cc. 

” Homer. Odyff. M. v. 62. 

** Ptolemxus Hephsftion apud Photiutn. L. i. p. 474. 

*' Strabo. L. 17. p. 1168. 

’* Curtius. L* 4. c. 7. 
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Thefe crows, like the Uaek dove$, ' were certainly the 
priofts of the place. 6o CalUfthenes in Plutarch ; ** ito- 
^ojcsi sic^ccvfnet vrs\(tfJi,^c^ov rr^v jfy'i|aior«!U' T»)f 

From thefe circumfteflcfs ill 'underftood people feigned 
that in thefe places, where tlie name of the Peleiades and 
Trerones occurred, there had been perfons turned into doves 
and pigeons. Hence arofe the fable of Ctefilla in Ovid ; 

*♦ Tranfit et afitiquse Cartheia moenia Ceae, 

Qua pater Alcidamas placidam de corpore natas 
Miratufus erat nafci potuifle Columbam. 

The like hiAory is told of the Oenotropse, who were the 
daughters of Anius, PrieA to Apollo at Delos : 

penn^s fumplere j tuasque, 

Conjijgis in volucrcs, niveas abiere Columbas. 

The Meneiada;, who were prieAs and prieAeAes of Menes, 
were faid to have been changed into ** birds j becaufe, like 
the abovementioned perfons, they were Idnim. Thofe 
Ailed Peleiai and Peleiades were certainly female atten- 
dants j propheteffes, by whom the oracles of the Deity 
were promulgcd. This is manifeA from Hefyehius, who 
interprets the title in this manner j though he feems to 
confine it to Dodona. IlgAftai, Tre^ig'e^ou* koli at ev 
^soT/^acrat iJUtnetg. ’The Peleiai were a ffecies of 
4oves J and the priejlejfes at Dodona^ who gave out oraclesy 


ts In Alexand. v. j. p. tf8o. 

Ovid. Metamorph. L* 7. v, 3^68. 

*5 Ovid, Metamorph. L. 13. v. 673. 

Antoninus Libcralis. c. lo. p. 48. from Nicandcr and Corlnna. 
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were fi demminated. Servius Ukewife fpcalcs to the fame 
purpose, when he mentions the Chaonian doves of that tern- 
pie. Chaonias autem Epiroticas : nam in Epiro dicitur 
nemus faiffe, in quo Tcfponla dabant Columbas ; quod ideo 
fingitur, quia lingua Theflala Peldades et Columbaj ct va- 
ticinatrkes vocantur. Herodotus hanc Columbam de iE* 
gypto venifk ait. They arc mentioned by Herodotus in 
the plural : who fpecides, that they were women, /tsAairaj, 
of a dark comflexiony who came originally from Egypt. He 
luppofes, that their being foreigners was the reafon of 
their being lliled doves. ** IlgAflaJgf <}g {JLOI ^okshq-i JcKri- 
hw A<t}^cem(ev tn xadg da ywetiKii, 

YiTdv. Why he fliould deduce their names from this cir- 
cumftance’, I know not : they were certainly fo denomi- 
nated from the nature of their office and worffiip. They 
gave out the oracles, and adminiftered at the altar : whence 
they were faid to feed Zeuth. And as in many temples 
the Deity was reprefented under the fymbol of a dove, he 
was fuppofed to have taken the ffiape of that bird. Hence 
it was faid of Zeuth himfelf, that he was changed into a . 
pigeon : which notion prevailed in Achaia y and particularly 
among the people of iEgium. 

The ancient and true name of the dove was, as I have 
ffiewn, lonah, and lonas. It was a very facred emblem, 
and feems to have been at one time almoft univcrfally re- 

*7 In Virgil. Eclog. 9. v. rj. 

Herodotus. L. 2. c. 57. 

Athenseus. L. 9. p. 395^ 

ccivecL 



The Analysis op An'cisnt Mytholooy. 


*9+ 

ceived. For not only the Mizraim, and the reft of the line 
of Ham, efteemed it in this light : but it was admitted as an 
Hieroglyphic among the Hebrews : and the myftic dove was 
regarded as a fymbol from the days of Noah by all thofe, 
who were of the Church of God. The Prophet, who was 
fent upon an embafly to the Ninivites, is ftiled lonas : a 
title probably beftowed upon him, as a meflenger of the 
Deity. The great Patriarch, who preached righteoufnefs 
to the Antediluvians, is by Berofus and Abydenus ftiled 
Oan, and Cannes, which is the fame name as Jonah. 
The author of the Apocalypfe is denominated in the like 
manner : whom the Greeks ftile loodwris^ Joannes. And 
when the great forerunner of our Saviour was to be named ; 
his Father induftrioufly called him Iwaw;?, for* the fame 
reafon. The circumftanccs, with which the impofition of 
this name was attended, are remarkable ; and the whole 
procefs, as defcribed by the Evangelift, well worth our no- 
tice. it came to pafs^ that on the eighth day they 

catne to circumcife the child : and they called him Zacharias 
after the name of his father. And his mother anfwered artd 
faidy not fo \ but he foall be called John. And they faid 
unto hery There is none of thy kindred that is called by this 
name. And they made figns to his father y how he would 

3 ° He is mentioned as having appeared both before and after the flood. EvSe 
TfWTijj fnat/TCcj cpacvrvtzt ex. rw cc(p^€vov (legC ejx<pgOPQv) 

ovofjLOLTi Alexand. Polyhift. apud Eufeb. Chron. p. 6. 

The name was impofed antecedent to his birth. 

l.uke. C. I. V. 59, &c. This was by the appointment of God> and en- 
joined by the Angel, v. 13. 

have 
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have him called. And he ajked for a writing table ; and 
wrotey fayingy his name is John. And they marvelled 
all 

The reafon of this name being fo particularly impofcd 
may be inferred from the charadcr given of the perfon : 
” And thouy child, Jhalt be called the Prophet of the Highejl : 
for thou Jhalt go before the face of the Lord to prepare his 
ways. And in another place we are told, that John was 
a Prophet, and much more than a Prophet. — For I fay unto 
you, (they are the words of our blefled Saviour) Among thofe 
that are born of women, there is not a greater Prophet than 
John the Baptif. This name, which we render John, I 
have ihewn to be no other than Iona. It fignifies a dove : 
but means likewife an oracular perfon ; by whom the voice 
of the moft High is made known, and his will explained. 
And from hence, I think, we may corred a paflagc in 
Hefychius, which at prefent is not a little confufed. Iwvctg. 
£^[iriv£verou 'T‘vJ/<s'a Ttovanog, >) Tt^otpriTra 7ro^^' 

The word feems to have been mif- 

placed, and fhould be reduced to order : and for the word 

” Luke. C. I. V. j 6 . 

Luke. C. 7. V. 26 and 28. When Chrift puts the queftion to his difcif 
pHes, ff^bem fay ye that 1 am? St. Peter makes anfwer, 7 bou ari the Chrift-, the 
Sen of the living God. Upon which our Saviour gives him afluranccs, that he is 
’ighti and fays, Blejfei art thou, Simon Bar- Tdna-, Mat. C. 16. v. 17. which 
I Hiould interpret the fon of the dove, that is, a mefienger of glad tidings. 

The fymbol of the dove was not borrowed from Egypt, or any of the Gen- 
tile nations. It was always an emblem of peace ; and of the Holy Spirit in. 
the Church of God: and was from thence taken, and proftituted by other 
people i as were alfo other emblems. 

vomnoiy 
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TToyanoi, I think we ffiourd read (poov^noi ; and the text 
will Hand thus ; loovctiy podv^nog 7r^opr]Tni, tj 

TCOL^ ‘Ef^^ciiotg. Among the Hebrews the word lonas 
jtgnijies a revealer of the willy or the voice, of the mojl High : 
nlfo a pigeon or dove. 

The Patriarch Noah feems to have been the firft who was 
in the Gentile world typified under this emblem. He was 
a great prophet ; and it was foretold at his birth, that he 
Ihould bring peace and comfort to mankind. The purport 
of his name w'as reft from labour. N&)£ 'E|3^aiV<, oj 
^is^fjLnveve rui rri yAa)(r<r^ otvuzoLV'fig. Hence the 

dove became an emblem of peace, as well as of the per- 
fon, through whom it was derived to the earth. He was 
in conlequence of it called Oan and Danes, by Abydenus 
and Alexander Polyhiftor, analagous to the of 

the Greeks : both of which names were derived from the 
Jonah and Jonas of the Chaldees : and the terms un- 
doubtedly were fo exprefled in the original language, from 
whence the hiftory is borrowed by the Greeks. 

We find then, that the dove was a truly facred fyinbol ; 
and fo acknowledged in the times of the moft pure worftiip. 
But the fbns of Ham perverted that, which was intended to 

Thcophilus ftd AucdIjc. L. 3, p. 39*. 

The Pfalmifl: docs not wi(h for the wings of the Falcon or Eagle, but 
for thofc of a dove j to waft him to a place of peace ; Ob^ that I had wings like 
a dove : for then would T fly away,, and be at reft. Pfalm 55, v. 6. Doves were 
typically offered according to the Levitical Law : two turtles^ or two young 
pigeons. Leviticus, c. 12. v. 8, .ffifcolapius, the great Phyfician, was expofed, 
when a child, and preferved by his nurfe, who was named Tgiryooi f the dove* 
Pauian* L 8. p. 651. 

1 
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be only typical j and cartied their regard for it to a degree 
of idolatrous veneration. They inhabited the regions of 
Chaldea, and Babylonia, vyhere they conftituted the firft 
kingdom upon earth : and as they preferved the moft early 
accounts of what had happened in the world, wfe mud to 
them have recoiirfe for the Gentile hiftory of the Deluge, 
and for the origin of thofe rites, and myfteries, which in 
confequence of it prevailed. I think, we may fee plainly, 
from the accounts given *by Abydenus, and Berofus, that, 
before letters were introduced, among the eaftern nations, 
there had been delineated in forne temple, an hieroglyphical 
defeription of the creation, as well as of the deftrudion of 
mankind by a deluge : and it is probable, that the like re- 
prefentatioiis were to be foun^ in other places. Thcfc 
were either painted upon walls,* or engraved on obeli/ks, 
and facred pillars. There is an account given by the pro- 
phet Ezekiel, in which we may obferve fome allufions to 
thefe hieroglyphics, and to the idolatry, which refulted 
Irom them. He is fpeaking of Judah under the charadler 
of Aholibah ; who, not taking warning from the ruin of 
her lifter Ifracl, was purfuing the fame courfc of wickednefs 
and idolatry. The particulars of licr defe<ftion are men- 
tioned j which feem to have confifted in an idolatrous ve- 
neration for the hieroglyphical paintings of Chaldea. ’’ And 

An obelilk in Babyloif was faid to have been erefted by Semiramis. It 
was 135 feet long, and 25 feet at the bafis. Diodorus Sic. L. 2. p. 100. 
As this was efteemed a work of the higheft antiquity; it probably related to 
■the hiftory of which 1 have been fpeaking. 

Ezekiel. C. 23. v. 11. alfo c. 8. v. 10. 

Q.q 
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w6e» her fijler AhoUbah faw*thiSf Jhe was more corrupt frt 
her inordinate Icve^ than Poe ', and in her whoredoms, than 
her fiPer in her whoredoms , — ” For when Jhe faw men pour- 
t rayed upon the wall, the images of the Chaldeans pour- 
t rayed with vermilion, girded with girdles upon their loins, 
exceeding in dyed attire upon their heads, all of them princes 
to. look to, after the manner of the Babylootians of Chaldea : — 
as foon as foe faw them with her eyes, foe doted upon them,, 
and fent mejfengers unto them into Chaldea, And the Baby- 
lonians came to her into the bed of lo ve ', and her mind was 
alienated, ^c. It was a Ipiritual whoredom of which Ju- 
dah was accufed an alienation from the true God, and 
an attachment to idolatry. 'I'hereforc thefe images deli- 
neated upon the walls in Chaldea muft have bed'n religious 
hicroglyphical paintings; reprefentations of the Baalim, 
with which Judah was fo balely inamoured. 

From deferiptions of this fort, which w'ere imperfedly 
underrtood, the hiftories of Sanchoniathon, Berofus,. Aby- 
denus, and Apollodorus are borrowed. In thefe writings 
we meet with an ailemblage of inconfiftent imagery ; be- 
caufe the emblematical deferiptions were by length of time 
become obfolcte ; and their purport difficult to be under- 
flood. We may however perceive, that the Patriarch was 
the principal perfon in thefe liillories ; and reprefented witfx 
two heads ; with which he doubtlefs looked both forward^ 
and backward, in reference to the antediluvian, and poft- 

tr y^apiS'i. LXX. interp. ibid. See Nonnus. L. 41. p. 1074. v. 9. 

■*'" ^ul'ebii Chron. P. 6. 
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diluvian world. He is alfo defcribed as an animal of the 
fca, but endowed with reafon ; who appeared twice, and 
preached to the Tons of men about rightcoufnefs and ii uth. 
l ie was alfo depicted as a filh : and fometimes as hall a fi'h, 
and half a man, of an amphibious nature. That thtfe de- 
feriptions were taken from ancient emblems, may be proved 
from Berofus ; for having reprefented Oan with the head 
of a filh, and of a man, and, to |U.£V aAAo cr(f)^cx iy^}vogy 
as to the reft of his figure a fifio ; he fays at the clofc, 
Ti-.rJe a'AovtL xvTd sri mi vw ^icL(^ijKa.(r<Ts^a.i (sv BxfivX'jcyt ) : 
the reprefentation of this perfon with the parts hath of a 
vuni and of a fijlo was to be feen in his time : and, as 
he intimates, in the city of Babylon. The name of this 
amphibious' Being is faid to have been nJa/iO-T, Odacon : 
which is a blunder of fome tranferiber for o or 

Aaywy, the God Dagon. They aferibed to this Deity 
the invention of many arts ; particularly, the conftrudion 
of the plough, and the introdudion of bread corn. Thefc 
were benefits, attributed alfo to Zeuth, filled Zsii? ay^ioc, 
Zs’j? Nopof, Zsy? ct^or^iog, and likewife to Ofiris. Pri- 
mus aratra manu folerti fecit Ofiris. They were all the 
fame Deity, who was worfliiped in Egypt under many 
titles, but particularly that of On. Dagon is a compound, 
T^hich is made up of Dag-On j and denotes the God On in 
the femblance of n Dag, a filh : and we find that the 

Dag-On is Ofiris in the lhape of a fiai. Deus Cetus. Dagon frumtnti rc- 
pertor, et aratri. Sanchoniathon apud Eufeb. P. 1 '.. L. i. c. lo. p. 36. 

Tibvill. L. i. Hkg. 8. V. 29. 

n, Dag, et run, Dagah, pifeis interpretatur. SelJcn dc Dus Syns. 

•'■7"tag. 2. p. iS8. . ^ 

Q^q 2 chie: 
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chief Deity of Gath and Afcalon in Paleftine, and of many 
cities in Syria, was worihiped under this form ; having the 
upper parts of a man, but below the figure of a fifii. He 
was likewife called Said-On, and Sidon ; which is a name 
precifely of the lame purport. Philo Biblius acknowledges 
that Dagon and Sidon were the fame : but fuppofing the 
latter to relate to corn, he terms it X<Ta>y ; as if it were 
of Grecian etymology. Herein we may fee the futility of 
thofe tranflators, who would reduce every thing to their 
own language. What he renders Siton, and derives from 
(T/TOf, corn, was in the original Sidon, or Saidon : and 
Sanchoniathon, from whom he copied, intended to fhevv 
that Said-On, and Dag-On were equivalent terms ; and 
that both referred to one perfon worlhiped under the cha- 
radcr of a fifli : both Dag and Said fignifying, in the 
language of Syria and Paleftine, a fifh. The true name of 
the ancient city Sidon was Saidon ; and it is ftill called Said : 
which name, as wc are informed by ^ Juftin and other 

♦J n'lC, Sidon, vcl Saidon, a pifeatione. Bochart. Geo. Sacr. L. 4. 
p. 302. 

D.igon was worfhiped in many places : his temple Beth-Dagon ftood in a 
part of Canaan, which afterwards belonged to the tribe of Judah, and gave 
name to a city. JolTiua C. 1 5. v. 4 1. There was another in the tribe of Afer. 
Jolhiia C. 19. V. 27. See Reland. 

The fame worfliip was undoubtedly inftituted at Bcthfiiida in Galilee, which 
fignifies the temple of Cetus or Dagon. Matt. c. ii. v. ai. 

The author of the Etymol. Magn. confounds Dagon with his temple •, and 
I'uppofes him to have been the God Cronus : hmccywj 0 Kjoyos uttj 4»oo'ixcur. 
is for Bet-Dagon, the temple of the deity. 

Juftin. L. 18. c. 3. 


1 
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writers, related to fifli : though they did not know precifcly 
in what the reference confifted. The fame Deity was ftiled 
Atargatis, fometimes contraded Dercetis and Dercetus ; and 
worlhiped under the fame mixed figure. Atargatis, ftiled 
Dercetus, is a compound of Atar or Athar, the fame as On 
and Ofiris ; and of Gatus or Catus, rendered Kiitoj by the 
lonians, a fifii. Dagon, Sidon, Dercetus, were all names of the 
fame hieroglyphic ; and related to the perfon, called Danes 
by Berofus and others ; and allb to the machine wherein he 
was preferved. He lived both before and after the flood : 
and was reprefented at Babylon with two heads, xspx-^ 

hnv vTTomroo rrjs 78 t^Sve^ In other places 

he was in forae degree differently exhibited ; efpecially in 
Palcftine as we learn from Helladius Befantinus. ’Av^^w- 
roy (Je ovra ra Trayrx ^toTSf yiijupisfoo 

The meaning of which is this: that though Oanes was in 
reality a man, yet he was typically effccined an animal of 
the fea : and on that account they reprefented him with the 
Ikin and fcales of a Cctus or fifli. 

All thefe charadters were taken originally from hierogly- 
phics in Babylonia. They relate to the fame hiftory j and 
to one particular perfon, who had efcaped the waters, when 
the earth was overflowed ; and through whom arts and fci~ 
ene’es were fuppofed to have been renewed in the world. As- 
he was a meflenger of the Deity, and an interpreter of his 
will, being highly gifted with prophetic knowledge j he was 

** Sanchoniathon apudEufeb. P. E. L. i. c. lo. The fame writer f 8 ys,« 7 r* 
ii T« TTovra ymrcti Xi/ar. Ibid. P. 38 . Xifuf Torra 
Apud Photkim. C. zyg. p. «594’ 

itx 
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in conrequence of thefe properties particularly reprefcnted 
by the Dove, lonah, as I have before fbewn. This became 
a favourite hieroglyphic among the Babylonians and Chal- 
dees. From them it was derived to other nations : and 
traces of it are always to be found, wherever the other em- 
blems prevailed. In refpedt to the Babylonians, it fcems to 
have been taken by them for their national Infignc; and to 
have been depided on their military ftandard, when they 
went to war. They feem likewife to have been ftilcd Idnim, 
or the children of the Dove ; and their city Idiiah. Hence 
the prophet Jeremiah, fpeaking o*f tiic land ol Ilracl being 
laid wafle by the Babylonians, mentions tlie latter by the 
name of rur, Idnah; which pafiage is rendered in the Vul- 
gate, fa El a ejl terra eorum in dcfolatmum d'\ facie tree 
Columbee. In another place he foretells, that the Jews 
fhould take advantage of the invalion of Babylonia, and 
retire to their own land : and he puts thefe words into 
the mouths of the people at that fcafon : Arife and let 
us go again to our own people ajid to the latid of our 
nativity^ from the opprefing (word. But the word is here 
Idnah; and fign ides from the opprcjfion of the Dove \ the 
tyranny of the Idnim. It is accordingly rendered in the 
Vulgate, a facie gladii Columbee, The like occurs in the 
50th Chapter of the fame prophet : For fear of the op- 
preffing lonah (•“'J''’) they (the nations in captivity i Jhall turn 
every one to bis people^ and they fall flee every one to, his own 
Jand. 

■*’ Jeremiah. C. 25. v. 38. 

4 ^^ C. 46. V. 16. 

C 50. V, 16. The Seventy tranflatc this palTage in a very particular man- 
ner*, airo Tr^offcoTTV iJia^xi^oLs as alfo €.46. v. i6« 

la 
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In procefs of time, when a colony of Cuthites were 
fettled in Samaria, they brought with them the infignia of 
their country ; and (hewed a great veneration for the 
Dove, Hence it was given out by the Jews, that the Sa- 
maritans worfliiped a Dove ; and that they had a reprefen- 
tation of it in Mount Gerizim. It was moreover faid, that 
the figure oi a Dove in (lone had been dug up in thofe 
parts : and that the Samaritans in numberlels inftances 
fiiewed their attachment to the Idnah. That they were in 
great meafure Cuthites is plain from the hifiory which they 
give of themfclves in Jofephus. haKy^vsi^a^rig 0 tuv A(r(ry- 
iiu'v IjdtriXsvg sjc rr\g XOTGIAi; Yiy,otg ju.siry'yays, kxi M)]- 
^ixg. 

In conformity to what has been faid before, there was a 
tradition that the flandard of Semiraniis was a Dove. Sig- 
num vexilli Semiramidos fuit figura Columbce ; quod vcxilU 
fgnum imitati funt omnes AlTyrii Reges. But I have fiiewn, 
that there was no fuch perfon as Semiramis *, nor any fuch 
empire formed as is attributed to her, and Ninus. The 
ilandard of Semiramis was properly the enfign of the Sema- 

Tempore Rabbi Mcir in jugo Montis Gerizim Columbae fimulaclirum fii> 
ilTc inventum, &c. See Bochart. Vol. 3. c. i. p.6. 

Samaritanus circumciclit in nomine imaginis Columbam referentis. Dru- 
fius apud Sclden. de Diis Syris. Synt. 2. p. 200. 

Samaritan! Jolhuse Duel Columbam adminiftram attribuunt. Ibid. 

” Antiq. L. xi. c. 4. p. 556. and L. ix. c. 14. p. 507. 

^ David Ganz Chronolog. L. 2. ad annum iy5^‘ After the. conquefl of 
Babylon by the Aflyrians, all the trail of country b.-tween the Tigus and Eu- 
phrates was called Afl) ria. 


nm}, 
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rim ; a title given to the Babylonians, here ftiled Aflyrians. 
It was a common miftake of the antients to transfer to one 
perfon, what belonged to a people. The Dove with the 
olive branch was efteemed an emblem of peace j a moft for- 
tunate omen. It was a token of the Deity to man j whereby 
the latter was aflured of an evil being part, and of plenty and 
happinefs to come. It is well known that Shama, and 
Sama, fignified a fign, or token jlike Serna and Sama, (rr^^a and 
cct[x,x of the Greeks. Ramis, and Ramas denoted fome- 
thing high and great ; and was a common title of the Deity. 
He was called Ram, Rama, Ramas, amongft moft nations 
in the eaft. It occurs in the Vedam at this dayj and in 
moft of the mythological writings, which have been tranf- 
mitted from India. It was a title not unknown ‘among the 
Greeks ; and is accordingly by Hefyehius interpreted i/je tnojl 
high ; 'PajU.a?, 0 ' ©eo5. Mention is made by Eufta- 

thius of the city Laodicea, being called of old Ramtethan j of 
which he gives this interpretation : 

0 ©SOS' 'Fctfjuiv yu§ sy’)(w^iov to y-vj/os* A&xv (Js 0 ©sos. 
Ramtethas Jignijied God from on high: for in the language 
of the natives Raman was highland Atha7i was the natne of the 
Deity. He is perfedlly in the right. Raman did denote what 

53 naiP, Sama, a mark {landing out, railed up, expofed to open view. Tay- 
lor’s Hebrew Concordance. Analagous to this is Seman, JOO, fignarc : whence 
came the axwa, and of the Greeks. Sec Ifaiah. C. 28. v. 25. 

See Thevenot. P. 64. Kircher’s China, p. 152. and the accounts from 
Danifli MiiTionaries. 

“ In Dionyf. Perieg. V. 915. He fays that the name was given on account 
of a Shepherd, who was ftruck with lightning, and cried out Ramaithan. 
^tephanus renders the name Ramanthan *, and gives the fame interpretation. 
‘Pauccy Ramanrelatcs to height, 

jie 



The Analysis of Ancient Mythology. 


305 

he mentions : and Athan was the Deity, the great fountain of 
light ; ftiled both Anath, and Athan, the fame as Athana, 
and Athena of Greece, and Anaith of Perfis. Ram figni- 
fies high, and noble in many languages. It makes a part in 
Ramefles, and Rameflbmenes; and in the name of the 
Egyptian Deity Remphan, mentioned by the apoftle, which 
fignifies the great Phanes. Rhamnufia, the Deity of Juftice, 
is a compound of Rhani- Nous ; and is a feminine title of 
that juft man Noah, ftiled Nus, Nous, and Noufios. 

It muft be confefled that the generality of hiftorians have 
reprefented Semiramis as a woman ; and have deferibed her 
as a great princefs, who reigned in Babylon. But there are 
writers, Who from their fituation had opportunities of bet- 
ter intelligence : and by thefe fhe is mentioned as a Deity. 

Tijv (regain Sy^oi. ’Th Syriansy fiys Athenago- 

ras, worjhip Semiramis : and addsy that Jhe was ejleemed the 
daughter DercetuSy and the fame as the SuriaDea, But 
the Suria Dea was the fame both as Rhea, and Dcrcetus, 
called alfo Atargatus ; of whofe hiftory I have fpoken. 
Hence many make Rhea, Ifts, Aftartc, Atargatus and Se- 
miramis, one Deity ; and Lucian tells us, that they were 
fo efteemed by the Syrians of‘° Hierapolis; and the fame 

“ Athenag. Legatio. P. 307. 

Semiramis Dercetis filia. Hyginis. Fab. 275. 

” 'H 8uQ/aTMj TMS Ibid. See alfo Dio- 

dorus. L. 2. p. 92, who makes her the daughter of Dercctus by Surus : but 
Surus was the Sun •, and the Dea Suria was Dea Solaris. 

5* Strabo fpcaking of Edeffa fays, Trjuwo-i tw ^fov, rw Arot^ycniv. 

L. 16. p. 1085. 

** X4CI Tw VicLv A(7<ruj(of. Chtoo. Pafeh. P. 3^* 

Luciani De Suria DcL V. 2. p. 885. 

Mr . 1 , 
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miy be collefted from other writers. They were all dilFer- 
cnt lymbols relating to the fame objedt. Semiramis was 
faid to have been born at Afcalon ; becaufe Atargatus was 
there worfhiped under the name of Dagori : and the fame 
memorials were preferved there, as at Hierapolis, Babylon, 
and other Arkitc places. Thefe memorials 'related to a 
hiftory, of which the Dove was a principal type, and was 
therelbre found, wherever the other emblems occurred. It 
was upon the fame account, that fhe was faid to have been 
changed to a Dove; becaufe they found her always depidted 
and worfhiped under that form. A notion likewife pre*- 
vailed, that fhe had an unnatural love for a horfe : which 
arofe from the ancients not underftanding their Own hiero'- 
glyphics. So Europa and ‘‘ Pafiphae were in love with 
bulls ; Saturn with a mare ; Ifis with a fifla : the bull, 
Hippa, and Cetus, being emblems of the fame purport, and 
relating to the fame hiftory. Of thefe the Dove was par- 
ticularly held in veneration, efpecially by the Aflyrians and 
Babylonians. Aio mi rag Arrv^iag tjjp Trs^igs^oLv rifJLciD (k 
^sav. It was, we find, worfhiped as a Deity. 

From the above, I think, it is plain that Semiramis was 
an emblem ; and that the name was a compound of Sanaa- 
Ranias, or Ramis. And it fignified the divine tokens the 
type of Providence ; and as a military enfign, (for as fuch 
it was ufed) it may with fome latitude be interpreted the 
jlandard of the moji High. It confifted^ of the figure of a. 

Pafiphaii was worlhiped in Crete, and in Mcflcnia.- Plutarch; in Agid. 
p. 799. 

62 Piodor. L, 2. p. 107. 

I 
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The Analysis of Ancient Mythology. ^07 

Dove; which was probably incircled with the Iris, as thofe 
two emblems were often reprefented together. All, who went 
under that ftandard, or who payed any deference to that em- 
blem, were fliled Seinarim^ and Samorim. It was a title con- 
ferred upon all who had this device for their national inlignc. 
One of the gates of Babylon was Ailed the gate of Semi- 
ramis ; undoubtedly from having the facred emblem of Sama 
Ramis, or the Dove, engraved by way of diftindion over it. 
Probably the lofty obelifkof Semiramis, mentioned by Di- 
odorus, was named from the fame hieroglyphic. 

We find then, that the title Samarim, or Semiramis, did 
not relate to one perfon, but to many ; and it feems parti- 
cularly to have been ufurped by princes. The Cuthites fet- 
tled about Cochin, and Madura, in India ; and the great 
kings of Calicut were Ailed the Samarim even in later times ; 
when thofe countries were vifited by the Portuguefe and 
''' EngliAi. The worAiip of the Dove prevailed in Syria 
about Emefa and Hierapolis, as I have Aiewn ; and there 
were Samarim in thefe parts. 

As Semiramis was nothing elfe but a divine emblem un- 
der the figure of a dove, or pigeon ; we need not wonder 
at the etymology of her name, and the circumAances of 
her hiAory, as they are tranfmitted by the Grecian writers. 

o^eiog Semiramis accord- 

Herodotus. L. 3. c. 155. irvAots. 

Diodorus Sic. L. 2, p. 100. 

Sec Alzarcz Cabral-, and the voyage of Vafquez de Gama, 

6^ Purchas. Vol. 1. paflim. 

^7 Bochart, Gcog, Sacra. P. 317. 

Hefyehius. Diodorus fays of the perfon, who was fuppofed to have named 
her, ero/xa fejugvoy—jcTro tmp L. 2. p, 93. 

Vol. II, R r 2 
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iTig to Grecian interpretation is a wild pigeon. To 
Xsixi^ctpLi^og rs7\og eg Tre^i< 7 e^rtV olziksto. ‘the fate of Se- 
miramis terminated in her being turned into a pigeon. 
Another writer mentions to the fame purpofe ; Evioi Js 
(/.vOoMyansg <poL<ny CLvrr,v ysvsT^ui tts^i^^olv. I have taken 
notice of that curious hiftory of the deluge, which is given 
by Lucian from the memorials preferved in the city Hiera- 
polis of Syria. The temple, whence he drew his informa- 
tion, was facred to the Sun, and Juno ; and was fo ancient, 
that the original could not be afeertained. There was a 

ftatue of the Goddefs of equal antiquity. Some faid, that 
it was the work of Bacchus; others of Deucalion ; others 
again of Semiramis. It was carried twice in a year to the 
fea ; at which time people came from various parts of the 
world to aflift at the ceremony. It confifted chiefly in 
bringing water from a filt lake ; and pouring it down a 
chafm in the temple, through which there was a tradition 
that the waters at the deluge had retired. The image of 
the goddefs was richly habited ; and upon her head was a 
golden dove. What is very remarkable, the image was by 
the people called Xripir^ioVy Semeion KaAesrai Js Xr.fxr^ioy 
xai VTT ctvTuv A<rcrv^iu:v. Lucian takes pains to inform us, 
that this was not a Grecian, but a Syriac word : a term 
made ufe of by the natives. He writes in the Ionic dialeifl : 
and what he fliles was by the people exprefled 

Serna- Ion, or Sama-Ion, the token of the Dove The emblem 

^9 Lucian, De Syria Del Yol, 2. p. 885. 

70 Diodorus. L. 2. 107. 

7 * Lucian, dc SyriS Diu. Vol. 2. p. 903, Ifis is often rcprefcnlcd with two 
Doves upon her head, 

?/■ 
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of Arhte lonah. The account is very remarkable ; and 
the whole is ftriftly analagous to what has been faid 
above. 

It is obfervable, that, according to Hefychius and other 
writers, by Semiramis was particularly iignified a wild pi- 
geon. And there is reafon to think, that this intelligence 
was derived from fome ancient traditicn. It is a hiftory as 
curious, as it is probable : and we may infer from it, that 
the dove font out of the Ark by Noah was of a wild fpccics. 
A tame pigeon would naturally have returned upon the Icaft 
difficulty, and perhaps of choice ; and not have afforded the 
information, which was wanted. A wild pigeon would 
not come back, but through neceffity. Such a return plainly 
indicated that the earth was not yet habitable ; and afibrJed 
the intelligence required. 

It is faid of this ideal perfonage, that fhe was expofed 
among rocks ; but was at laft difeovered, and preferved by 
a ffiepherd, whofe name was Simma, : and that 

ffie was afterwards married to one Mcnon. She is likewife 
laid to have conftruded the ” fuff ffiip. In this detail we 
may perceive the rudiments of much true hi^oiy, but fidly 
mifapplied. Simma the fhepherd is a pcifonage made out 
ol Serna, and Sama, ths Dtvtne token- Mcnon is tn;' Ov.us 
Lunus \ under which type the Ark was reverenced in lu riy 
regions ; and as it w’as the firft fhip conftrudled, with Iiicli 
the hiftory of the dove was clofely connedted, they have 

Diodorus. L. 2. p. 93 - Ctcfias mentions her bring ex- 
pofed, and preferved by pigeons. Diodorus, ibid. p.Q^- 

Plin, L. 7. c. 56. p. 417, 


given. 
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given to Semiramis the merit of building it. Meen, Menes, 
Manes, Menon, were all terms, by which the Lunar God 
was in different countries diftinguifhed. This Deity was re- 
prefented by a lunette ; which did not relate to the planet 
in the heavens, but to the Patriarch, and to the ark : for 
the lunette refembled greatly the facred fhip, vavg 
vuis, under which femblance the ark was defcribed. It was 
accordingly reverenced under this type in many places ; ef- 
pecialiy in Mefopotamia, Syria, Armenia, and Cappadocia. 
One of the moft fuperb temples, that ever exifted, was at 
Cabeira in Armenia ; of which Strabo gives a particular 
defeription. He fliles it the temple of Mten : and adds, 
(?£ xai Taro 7r]$ XsP^riyrii to is^ov. T/jis too 'as ncdl as 
many others is a temple of the Lunar God. He mentions 
temples of the like nature in Phrygia, Albania, and at An- 
tioch in Pifidia ; alfo in Antioch of Syria. He fliles them 
the temples ” T8 A^xam, Dei Luni Arksei ; by 

which is certainly meant the Lunar Deity of the Ark. In like 
manner when Eufebius, in deferibing the people to the call: 
of Babylonia, fpecifies EAi»jU-a/o<, A^aoSj, APXAIOI, 
'KscT^BTiot, 'txAvA., ri'po(rO(p/ra< ; I am perfuaded, that 
by the however expreffed, we are to under- 

fland an Arkitc nation, who were worfhipers of the Lunar 
God. 

H L. 12. p. 

? 5 L. 12. p. 164. See the plate, wherein is a reprefentition of the God Lu- 
nvis, and the Mund.inc Egg ; taken frem a coin of the Anciochcans, prcfervru 
by \'aillnnt. Numifm. Colon. Pars. 2.p. 36. p. 42. 

See alfo page 243 of this volume. 

Chron. p. 1 1. 


As 
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As Semiramis was Sema-Ramis, the token of the mojl High ; 
fo Semele, the fuppofed mother of Niobe, was Sema-El, and 
of the like purport. Her lifter Ino was no other than Iona ; 
the fame as Venus, and reputed a goddefs of the ” fea, and 
the nurfe of Dionufus. The poets reprefented Ino as the 
daughter of Hermione and Cadmus. 

Hermione et Cadmo generata parentibus Ino, 

Cui conjux Athamas, Dea dicitur efle marina, 
but Hermione is a compound of Herm-Ione, and fig- 
nihes a dove : and Ino and Hermione are different names 
for the fame emblem. Semele related to the fame, though 
made a third perfonage. Her hiftory, as well as that ol 
Dionufus, was brought from Ur in Chaldea; whence it was 
fabled that Dionufus was born in fire ; and that Semele was 
confumed in the fame element. It is moreover faidof her, 
that lEe was confined in the fhades below ; but recalled to 
light by Dionufus. This circumftance is alluded to in the 
Orphic hymn, to Semele, where ftie is mentioned, 

Tiy.ixg Tsv'^afJL&vYi ayavYi; Yle^(rs<pomrig 
Ev SvYiTOKTl ^^oTomp xtA. 

All thefe fables have a manifeft reference to Noah, and the 
Deluge ; and to the ftate of death in the ark. 

I have mentioned that the ark, in which mankind were 
preferved, was figured under the femblance of a large fifh. 

h'u) St ettai toov SaAafCfwy. Paufan. L. 9- P- 7 * 9 ’ 

’’ Similar to Hermon, Hermonax, Hermonafla, Hermodorus, Hermotu- 
bius, Hermeracles, Hermochemia. It was fotnetimes exprefled with the gut- 
luiai, Chermion, Chermione, and Charmione. 

’’ Bochart. Hicrozoi’eon. L. i. c. i. 

Hymn. 43. 
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It was ftiled Cetus, and Gatus; and compounded 

Atargatis, and Atargatus ; whence came Dercetus, and 
Dercctis of the Greeks. Macrobius makes Atargatis the 
mother of the *' Gods j giving her the fame department, as 
is attributed to Gaia, Rhea, and Cybele. That this em- 
blem related to the ark, is manifeft from its being repre- 
fented as a facred receptacle, -wherein the Gods were in- 
clofed. This curious hiftory is tranfmitted by Simplicius 
upon Ariftotle ; who has well nigh ruined it by his re- 
finement. T>)y "Ev^iolv .ATa^ycLTYiV tottov KCiXii<Tt, 

KOLl TYjV ICtV Oi AiyVTTTlOly WJ TTOXAMV 

yncroLV. T‘he people of the country call the Syrian Atargatis 
the place^ or receptacle'^ of the Gods : and the Egyptians 
ejleem their Jfts in the fame lights as containing the iden- 
tity of each Deity. The original hiftory was plain and li- 
teral. The machine, which w'as figured by the Atargatis, 
did really contain the perfons alluded to ; all thofe, who 
were ftiled 0£O<, ms Aas(Xos/sg ; thofe reputed Gods, the 

Baalim of the firft ages. 

The Grecians, not knowing that their mythology arofe 
.from hieroglyphics, formed out of every circumftance per- 

Satnrnal. L. i. c. 23. 

Simplicius in Ariftot. dc Aufcult. Phyfic. L. 4. p. 150. 

** Twi^ iertv VTTO^ rcceptaculum. Plut. If. et Ofir. p. 374 . 

This laft I think may be proved from Pluurch, and from Plato. HeXTior 
W 01 Tct 70V xotr xot* lav ©Soyv 

fjL)nt ctv^^uTrm, aAA* AcuiMmv iA6y(i)\MV fivai vo/M^ovre?, ui u.cu TJAaTwr. 
Ifis et Ofir. P. 360 . 

nov 70 7ott}7ov ovoixci^fi yfVoff xai S'lxnovix.ovy (v ^io>v 

ayGfwTrftJi', tvyai /JLtv x.a.i S'ttiaen avS^uorcov aw»irt/x7rov7aff fxgiSevite /4.<iv7ei* 

J'fvpo. Ibid. P. 361. from Plato’s Sympos. 

fonages. 
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fonages. They fuppofed that Semiramis was the daughter 
of Dercetusj and that the latter was changed to a fifti, as 
the former was to a pigeon. 

Et dttbia eft, de te, Babylonia, narret, 

Derceti, quam vcrsi, fquamis velantibus artus, 

Stagna Palaeftihi credunt coluiffe figura : 

An magis, ut, fumptis illius -filia pennis, 

Extremes altis in turribus egerit arnios. 

Thefe notions arofe from the feminine emblems of the ark, 
which were exhibited at Afcalon, Azotus, Joppa; and 
in the cities of Sypia. The reprefentatron of Dercctus nt 
Afcalon is thus given '“by Diodorus 06a, iv 
«< — ro fiev 7r^o<rm<iy yvir.m, n J’s 

aAAo tfie Goddefs^ which by the h^yriam- 

7s called Dercetusy has the face of a woman ; but the rejl 
of the image is the figure of a fifh. He moreover fays, 
that (he was efteemed by her votaries the fame as Venus, or 
Cupris. Lucian gives a hmilar defeription of her under the 
name of Atargatis : but reprefonts her upwards as of a wo- 
man’s form intirely. 'Hy.Krsrj fisv ywriy to Je bnocrov eK 
eg ctK§Bg wo^ag f^&vog ov^tj OLitormerou. The upper 
half was a perfeEl figure of a woman : the lower part from 
th thigh downward terminated in the tail of a fifh. She 
was worlhiped by the Ph^alians in Arcadia by the name 

Ovid. Metamorph. L. 4. v. 44. 

>6 Diodorus. L. 2. p. 92. 

Golicur illic fabulofa (^to. Plin. L. 5. c, 13. Numcn Joppenfmm, Ceti 
fortnam pra:fcrtns, qualis Dagon Azotiorum. Hoffman. 

** Diodorus above. 

L.ician. deSuriftDei. P. 884; 

Vbu II. s f 
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of Eurunome. Her ftatuc was of great antiquity ; and 
reprefented a woman as far as the middle, but from 
thence had the figure of a fifh. She had a chain of gold, 
and was denominated by the natives Eurunome Diana: 
which Eurunome is reprefented as the moll ancient of the 
female Divinities, and the wife of Ophion. From the 
above we may perceive that Dercetus, Eurunome, and Se- 
miramis were emblems relating to the fame hiftory. As 
thefe were probably the moft early, and the moll facred hie- 
roglyphics ; they were the caufe of the animals, whence they 
were copied, being held in great veneration. Clemens Alex- 
andrinus takes notice of this regard being carried to a de* 
gree of the bafeft idolatry. ® Ovh ys rm TtjV OoiviKrjV Xv^ciiv 
KuroiKunusv uiv oi (jlsv ra? o< h rsg 

8TW (r£?8(n ^g^iTTW?, ug HXsioi rov Aid. I cannot but 
take notice of the people filled Sjro-Phenicians : fame of 'whom 
reverence DoveSy and others of them Fifhy •with the fame zeal 
as the people of Elis fhew towards yupiter. Xenophon had 
long before taken notice of divine honours being paid in 
thofe parts to filh, and doves; '"af oi l,v^oi ^sug svo[JLI^ov, km 
cL^tKeiv ax siooVy aJg Tdg Tcs^ig’s^ag, And the veneration paid 
to the latter is by Diodorus dated from the fuppofed change 
of Semiramis ; and faid to have been univerfal in Syria : 
"'dg (yrs^ig's^dg) att eksivwv twv oikolto, Sy^rav'AIIAN- 

TE2i JtsTsAeo'ai/ (hg ^exg riixurreg. To this Tibullus al- 
ludes. 

Paufan. I... 8. p. 684.. Eagwo/an fixEawf. Apollon. Rhod. L. i.. v. 503^ 

Cohort. P. 35. 

9* ArafctTif. L. I. \\ ZJ4. 

Diodorus Sic. L. 2. p. 93. 

5 
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Qiiid referam, ut volitet crebras intada per urbes 
Alba Palaeftino culta columba Syro ? 

’5 Syri pifees et columbas ex Deorum numero habent : non 
edunt. 7s ctVTSom doxssi 

mi ovh "^xvsip avTsm ^iKousvn. The places, where this re- 
gard was (hewn more particularly, feem to have been Afca- 
lon and Hierapolis. Philo Judaeus informs us, that, as he 
once had occafion to ftop in the former, he obferved vafl 
flocks of pigeons in all the ftrects, and about all the build- 
ings of the city : and wondering at the reafon he was lold, 
« ^sfjurop eipai (ryAAajU|3aj'2iv* utpsi^Tj^ch bk TraKam tqh 
oiy.r\ro^(n rriP The like is mentioned by Lucian of 

the people at Hierapolis : 7PS^i5-£^r]V k fxmv « rirsonxiy 

a.XKct (T<pi<Ti rih l^Yi. The pigeon is the only bird, which they 
never tajle : for it is held by them as particularly f acred. 

The term lonah is fometimes found compounded ; and 
cxpreflTed ” Ad, or Ada Idnah, Regina, vel Regia Columba: 
from which title another Deity Adiona was conftituted ; 
and particular rites were fuperadded. This mode of ido- 
latry muft have been very antient ; as it is mentioned in 
Leviticus and Deuteronomy: and is one fpccics of lalfe wor- 
(hip, which the prophet Mofes forbad by name. According 
to our method gf rendering the Hebrew term, it is called 

9+ Tibullus. L. I. EIrg. 8 . v. 17. 

95 Hygin. Fab. 197. 

Lucian, dc Dea Suria. P. 9(2. 

»■ Philo apud Eufcb. P. E. L. 8. c. 14. p. , 19 ^- 
Lucian, above. 

' /. D. unus, primus, Rex. Ada, prima, Rcguia. 

S f 2 
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Idione. This Idione, or Adione, was pfobably the Dione, 
A/wr»), of the Greeks ; the Deity, who was ibmetimes looked 
upon as the mother of Venus ; at other times as the God-.- 
defs hcrfelf, ftiled Dione, and Venus Dionasa, She was faid 
to have been the mother of ^ Niobe ; and, under the name 
of Pleionc, was efteemed the mother of the ‘ Peleiades, 
who form the conftellation in the heavens, fo aufpictous to 
mariners. She had joint rkes with Zeuth or Jupiter at Do- 
dona j where the Dove was faid to have given out oracles r 
* (Tvvmos ru An oo'a^g^gip^S>) mi >5 Aiwwj, As Venus was 
no other than the ancient Idnah, we (hall find in her hif- 
tory numbcrlefi circumAances relating to the NoachicDove, 
and to the Deluge. We are told, when the waters covered 
the earth, that the Dove came back to Noah, having roamed 

'c® The words in our Verfion are tranflatcd, yind the foul ^baf turnetb after 
Jiich as have familiar fpirits^ and after wizards^ to go a whoring after them^ I will 
even fit my face againfi that fouU esnd will cut him off from among bis people,^ 
Levitic. C. 20. v. 6. In another place it is ordered, that there Ihould not be 
found among the children of Ifracl a charmer^ or, a confnUer with familiar fpirits^ 
or a wizardy cr a necromancer* Dcutcronom. C, 18. v. 11. What is tranllated a 
confulter with familiar fpirits^ and a wizard^ is in the original and Ob 
and Idione : by which are meant the priefts of the Serpent, and of the Dove, 
who aflc(!:led to give out oracles. The latter were the Peleiai> Peleiades, lonim, 
Columbx of other countries; all the priefts of Theba, or the ark. This 
Idione is the fame Deity as occurs in St. Auguftinc under name of Adeona. 

* Hyginus. F. 9. p. 32. 

* Dione, Hermione, Pleione arc all compounded of lone, and relate to doves. 

Duxerat Oceanus quondam TitaniJa Tcthyn, 

(.^ui terram liquidis, qui patet, ambit aquis. 
nine fata Pleione cum cxlifcro Allance 
Jungitur, ut fama eft *, Plcudafque park. 

Ovid. Fall. 5. v. 8r. 

^ SKabo. L. 7. p. 506. 

over 
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over a vaft uninterrupted ocean ; and found no reft for the 
foie of her foot-. But upon being fent forth a fecond time by 
the Patriarch, in order to form a judgment of the ftate of 
the earth, flie returned to the Ark * in the evening] and lo! in' 
her mouth *was an olive-kaf pluckt off. From hence Noah 
conceived bis firft hopes of die waters being aflwaged, and 
the elements being reduced to order; He likewife began 
to forefee the change about to happen in the earth ; that 
feed-time and harveft would be renewed, and the ground 
reftored to its priftinc fecundity : all which God was pleafed 
to infure to him by a promife ; and to make the Iris a token 
in confirmation . of this aflurance. . In the hieroglyphical 
fculptures and paintings where this hiftory was reprefented, 
the Dove could not well be depided otherwife than hovering 
over the face of the deep. Hence it is that Dione or Venus 
is faid to have rifen from the fea. Hence it is alfo, that flieis 
faid to prefide over waters ; to.appeafe the troubled ocean ; 
and to caufe by her prefence an univerfal calm ; that to 
her were owing the fruits of the earth ; and the flowers of 
the field were renewed by her influence. She was the 
OEnas, ^ O/yaj, of the Greeks ; whence came the Venus of. 
the Latines, . The addrefs of Lucretius to this GoddeJfi is 
founded on traditions, which manifeftly allude to the hiftory 
abovementioned ; andalFord wonderful evidence in its favour. . 

^ JEncadhm Genetrix, hominum Divumque voluptas — 

♦Genefis. C. 8. V. ii. 

‘Oims, TSgirngx. Hefyehius. At Dodona in-Chaonia, whdre ai ■ 
e/mtTev<r<zrTOf flie was exprefled Phaennis : and her chief priclkfs was called ' 
by the fame name. Paufanias...L. lO. p. 82S. 

f Lucretius. L. .i.- Vi i. . 
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Qux mare navigerum, quise terras frugiferet^tes 
Concelcbras ; per te quoniam genus omne animantum 
Concipitur, vifitque exortum lumina Solis : 

Te, Dea, te fugiunt venti j te nubila caeli, 
Adventumque tuum ; tibi fuaves daedala tellus 
Submittit flores : tibi ’’ rident aquora ponti ; 
Pacatumque nitet diiFufo lutnine ccelum. 

O, Thou, from whom the ^neadae arofe, 

Source of delight, the joy of Gods, and men, 

Bright Venus ; thy imperial fway extends 
O’er the wide feas, and all the expanded fields 
Of teeming nature. By thy power of old 
The various tribes, that rove the realms below, 

Iflued to life, and filled the vacant world. 

O, lovely Queen of Heaven, at thy command 
The whirlwinds die away, the fiorm is ftill. 

And the big clouds diflblve in limpid air. 

To thee we owe the beauties of the field, 

And Earth’s rich produce. At thy mild approach 
The dimpling waves put on a thoufand fmiles ; 

'’Diva non miti gcncrata ponto, Sirncc. Hippol. Aft. i. v. 27^. 

Venus, orta mari, marc prseftat cunti. Ovid Epift. 45. v. 213. 

Sic tc Diva poten.s Cypri, 

Sic fratres I Klera^, lucida fidcra, 

Vcntorunique regat Pater, &c. Horae. Lib. j. Od. 3. Her^je ftilcd 
HovTiof, ETiTT^T/^af, A-iUfna, TJf Act^ia, : alio Oj^ccvix^ Genctrix, 

Mater Genetillif. 

Kai x^etTiret TTovTOio ; Mufseus. V. 249, 

Cv^avia^ Apgohrify 

nofTO'}(¥ij^y ^€i€ 7 €ioac. Orph, Hymn. 544 


The 
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The fky n6 longer lowers : but calm, and clear, 
Spreads its pure azure to the world’s extreme. 

In Sicily upon mount Eryx was a celebrated temple of 
this Goddefs, which is taken notice of by * Cicero and other 
writers. Doves were here held as facred, as they were either 
in Paleftine or Syria. It is remarkable, that there were two 
days of the year fet apart in this place for feftivals, called 
’ Araywy/a, and Karaywyia; at which times Venus was 
fuppoled to depart over fea, and after a feafon to return. 
There were alfo facred Pigeons, which then took their flight 
from the ifland : but one of them was obferved upon the 
ninth day to come back from the fea, and to fly to the 
fhrine of the Goddefs : sx. ra 

7rs^i5'e^ci(, ‘xcii sis tov vbwv T^oiTTr/acrrjf. This was upon the 
feftival of the Karayooyia. Upon this day it is faid that 
there were great rejoicings. On what account can we ima- 
gine this veneration for the bird to have been kept up, and 
this celebrity to have been inftituted, but for a memorial of 
the Dove fent out of the ark, and of its return from the 
deep to Noah? The hiftory is recorded upon the ancient 
coins of Eryx ; which have on one fide the head of Janus 
Bifrons, on the other the facred Dove. 

It is well known that the Ark refted upon Mount 
Baris in Armenia, which is the Ararat of Moles. In 
this country are the fountains of the Euphrates. As 
the Ark was an inclofure, from whence all mankind were 

* Citcro Verr. 2. Seft. 8. 

*T»k (-i SoteAias iv E^vxi xai^of th ci- xaAwcrit' Am>w>as, x. t. A. 

Athenasus. L. 9. p. 395. AlfoiElian. Van. Hift. Lib. i.c. 15. 

Faruta?. Sicilia. 
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to be derived ; it feems to have been reprefented und^ 
the lymbol of an egg, over which was depi^led a dove, 
Hyginus has a fable to this purpofe ; wherein we may (ee 
many references to the Deluge, and to the circumftances, 
with which it was attended. ” In Euphraten flumen de 
cselo Ovum mird magnitudine cecidiffe dicitur, quod 
ces ad ripam evolverunt; fuper quod Columbae confede- 
runt, ct cxcalcfafiam excluflfle Venerem, quaj poilea Dea 
Syria eft adpellata : et juftilia et probitate cum caeteros ex- 
fuperdflet, 3b Jove optione data, piices in aftrorum nume- 
rum relati funt. Et ob id Syri '* pifces et columbas ex De- 
orum numcro habent: non edunt. In thefe tranfcripts we 
may fee many fcattered fragments of ancient theology : the 
whole of which have been borrowed from fome hieroglyphi- 
cal defcription^ but taken in later times, when the fymbols 
were not underftood ; and the clue which ftiould have led 
to an explanation, no longer known. By the help of the 
Mofai'c hiftory, together with what has preceded, we may, 
I think, perceive plainly, to what thefe fables allude. The 
egg with a Dove over it was doubtJefs an emblem of the 
Arks whence proceeded that benign perfon, the preacher 
of righteoufnefs ; who brought mankind to a more mild 
kind of life : who reconciled his children to humanity, 
which had been little prailifed in the antediluvian world, 
where only ferocity and violence had prevailed. A like hiftory, 
which may ferve ftill farther to explain the foregoing, is 

” Hyginus Fab. 197. p. 327. The Egyptians reprefented their chief Deity 
Cnjcph with an egg proceeding; from his mouth. Porphyr. apud Eufeb. Pr. 
Evang. L. 3. p. 115. 

“ Of facred fifties fee Atlienaeos. L. 8. p. 346. 


given 
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is given by Lucius Ampelius in his treatife to Macrinus. 
Dicitur et Euphratis fluvio Ovum pifcis Columbam afledille 
dies plurimos, et exclufifle Dearh benignam ct mifericordein 
hominibus ad vitam bonam. 

The fable of the Mundane Egg, and of Typhon, is, I 
imagine, of the fame original and purport : for Typhon fig- 
nified a Deluge. The overflowing of the Nile was called 
by the Egyptians Typhon. When Venus was faid to have 
taken the form of a fijh ; it was in order to fly from Ty- 
phon, whom fhe is fuppofed to have efcaped, by plunging 
into the waters of Babylonia. 

'* Scilicet in pifeem fefe Cytherea novavit, 

Quum Babyloniacas fubmerfa profugit in undas, 
Angui’pedem alatis humeris Typhona furentem. 

Ovid takes notice of the fame. 

Terribilem quondam fugiens Typhona Dionc, 

Tunc cum pro Coslo Jupiter arma tulit, 

Venit ad Euphraten, comitata Cupidine parvo; 

Inque Pal^ftinse margine fedit aqute. 
*••••• • • 
i • • • • • • 

Nec mora, profiluit ; pifees fubiere gemelli : 

Pro quo nunc dignum fidera munus habent. 

Inde nefas ducunt genus hoc imponere mcnfis, 

Ne violent timidi pifeibus ora, Syri. 

We find from thefe repeated evidences, that the hiftory oi 

Lucius Ampel. in Libro ad Macrinum. See Bayer’s Additamenta to Sclden 

deDiisSyris. P. 303. 

Manilii Aftronom. L. 4* 57 ^* 

“ Ovidii Faft. L. 2. v. 461. 

VoL. II. T t 


this 



322 The Analysis op Ancient Mythology. 

this great event came to Greece in great meafure from Syria 
and the Euphrates. It was derived from that part of the 
world, which was ncareft to the place of defcent, and to the 
fcene of thofe occurrences, which were fubfequent to the 
Deluge. It is on this account, that the mundane egg and 
the hiftory of Typhon are referred to the Euphrates, and 
the regions of Aram. Typhon is one of thofe whofe cha- 
rader has been greatly confounded. This has arifen from 
two different perfonages being included under one name ; 
who undoubtedly were diftinguifhed in the language of 
Egypt. Typhon was a compound of Tuph, or Tu- 
pha-On j and fignified a high altar of the Deity. There 
were fcveral fuch in Egypt ; upon which they offered 
human facrifices ; and thofe cities, which had thefe al- 
tars, were fliled Typhonian. But there was another Ty- 
phon, who was very different from the former, however 
by miftake blended with that character. By this was hg- 
nified a mighty whirlwind, and inundation : and it often- 
times denoted the ocean ; and particularly the ocean in 
a ferment. For as Plutarch obferves, by Typhon was un- 
derftood any thing violent, and unruly. It was a deri- 
vative from Tuph like the former name ; which Tuph feems 
here to have been the fame as the Suph of the Hebrews. 

T'o '>ccLTOiS'vvcc<r^vov^ xoLi KocTaCiot^ofx€i>ov. I(is et Ofiris. 
P. 371. 4 ^ocai TTf^i Tixfotjyoiy ttolvtcx, 7r^ayfJLotrocT<zPx^ccs gi'g7rA>?<76 kcckmv 

y)jy cjjLi^ TS TTccaatVj )cai 0 a^a(ro’ai'. Ibid. P. 361- 

” 1 he letters S and T are often convertible. Among the fame people wc 
meet with ^aAarxa, and ^ct^oc<r(ra i rfTTccffs 3 (farretj and 

((xiatroL 3 ^eAiTTct, jj,eAt(jaa. 

4 By 
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By this they denoted a whirlwind : but among the Egyptians 
it was taken in a greater latitude, and fignified any thing 
boifterous, and particularly the fea* Plutarch fpeaks of it 
as denoting the fea j and fays likewife, that the fait of the 
fea was called the foam of Typhon. Tv(podvx Js rr,v 

oAa, Tvipttipoi ttp^ov. It fignified alfo a whirl- 
wind j as we learn from Euripides, who cxpreffcs it Tu- 

’’ ATotKoLVTyii ymg 
Tvcpcag pruXoLmv ri; sfJLTrsrodv. 

The like is to be found in Helychius. Tv(pm^ oLPSfJLog fJLsyotg : 
By Typhon is meant a violent wind. The hiftory of Typhon 
was taken from hieroglyphical defcriptions. In thefe the 
dove, Oinas, was reprefented as hovering over the mundane 
egg, which was expofed to the fury of Typhon. For an 
egg, containing in it the elements of life, was thought no 
improper emblem of the Ark, in which were preferved the 
rudiments of the future world. Hence in the Dionufiaca, 
and in other myfieries, one part of the nofturnal ceremony 
confifled in the confecration of an egg. By this, as we are 
informed by Porphyry, was fignified the world. *' 'E^fxrivevsiv 
k TO mv TOP JloTpLOP. This world was Noah, and his family; 
even all mankind, inclofed and preferved in the Ark. The 

>* Ids et Ofiris. P. 363. 

*’ Phsenifla;. V. 1170. 

Plutarch, Sympof. L. 2.-Quaeft. 3. p. 636. The fame prevailed among the 
Romans at the rites of Ceres. 

Apud Eufeb. P. E. L. 3. v. 1 15. 
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Orpliic egg, mentioned by ** Proclus, was undoubtedly of 
the fame purport. It feems to have been a*'^favourite lym- 
bol, and very ancient : and we find it adopted among 
many nations. It was faid by the Perfians of Oromaf- 
des, tliat he formed mankind, and inclofed them in an 

egg. And the Syrians ufed to fpeak of their anceftors, 
the Gods, as proceeding from fuch an inclofure. Tita- 
nes, et Bocores Mauri, et ovorum progenies, Dii Syri. Hel- 
ladius Befantinous takes notice of one Oan, who was repre- 
fented by many writers as a juft man j and who lived at the 
renewal of time : and he fays, that this primitive perfon 
was fuppofed to have proceeded from this original egg ; 
*^'Oi h cLvrovsK T8 nPfiTOrONOTjreipjii'gj'a/^g'yao'iv £20T. 
This very perfon was by others ftiled Trocar oyovog^ or the firft- 
born of the world ; and fometimes in the feminine z^uroyz- 
vsiOL, And as he had enjoyed two different ftates, he was 
reprefented as twofold in his form and character. He is ac- 
cordingly addrefted as fuch in the Orphic mythology. 
n^wToyoi/oi/ kclKsoh fxsyccVj a<^g^ 07 rAay;iToj/, 

iloysvYj, ’^iiTeccKnv oLyccKKoixsvov ^rrg^tiyga'o'/y. 

This author afterwards explains whom he means under this 
title, by calling him, ysvs(nv Maxet^wv, GvYjToov t ctvQ^ooTruiv. 

** To Orcpr/cor ojoi', kcci to VlAccTooyj^ ov. See Voff. de Idol. V. i. p. 34, and 
Macrob. Sat. L. /. c. 16. 

23 See Vofljus de Idol. Vol. i. p. 33. Alfo Plutarch. Ifis et Ofiris. P. 370* 
who fpeaks of Arimanius and the mundane egg, 

Arnobius. L. i. p. 20. 

Apud Photium. P. 1594. 

Orphic Hymn. 5. 

*7 Ibid V. 3. 


Wc 
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We find that this firftborn of the world, whom they repre- 
iented under two ihapes and characters, and who Iprung from 
the mundane egg, was the perfon from whom the mortals 
and immortals were derived. He was the fame as Dionufus^ 
whom they fiiled ’* tfovtb^ oLirig : alfo 

H^caToyom ^i(pvri, r^iyom, Bu^yeiov Kvctura^ 

Ky^m^ uppYiToVy K^vpoVy ^i[jLO^(pov. 

All thefc terms relate to emblems very eafy to be explained ; 
and to a perfon, as plainly to be diftinguiflied. 

InrefpeCt to Typhon, it muft beconfefled that the hif- 
tory given of him is attended with fome obfeurity. The 
Grecians have comprehended feveral characters under one 
term, which the Egyptians undoubtedly diftinguiflied. The 
term w^as ufed for a title, as well as a name : and feveral of 
thofe perfonages, which had a relation to the Deluge, were 
fiiled Typhonian, or Diluvian. All thefe the Grecians have 
included under one and the fame name, Typhon, The 
real Deity, by whom the Deluge was brought upon the 
earth, had the appellation of Typhonian ; by which was 
meant Diluvii Deus. It is well known that the Ark 
was confiruCted by a divine commiflion : in which, when it 
was compleated, God inclofed the Patriarch and his family. 
Hence it is faid, that Typhon made an Ark of curious 

Orphic Fragment. 7. V. 27. 

Orphic. Hymn. 29. upon Dionufus the firftborn. 

See Orphic. Hymn. 49. Av'ji'-f Awra/e, five Liberi Praeliganei. 

Plutarch owns that rhe Egyptians in fome inftances efteemed Typhon to be 
no other than Helius the chief Deity : and they were in the right, though he 
will not allow it. Tooy de l v(pajrcc TroibyTooy rroy HAioy ccK^ny Jfis et 

Ofiris. P, 372. 


work- 
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workmanfliip, that he might di/poie of the body of Oliria. 
Into this Ofiris entered, and was (hut up by Typhon, 
T8^^g eii{JLnr^n(r<tfjt£yof to (rafJM (top Tv- 

(pmct) Kon mra.<Tii6voL(TcivToi to juusyt^og AAPNAKA xx- 
XriVy mi KSKOTfJLPifJLSPriV — Efx^avra, top Oti^iv xxTXKXi^rivou. 
All this relates to the Typhonian Deity, who inclofed Noah 
together with his family within the limits of an Ark. The 
Patriarch alfo, who was thus intercfled in the event, had the 
title of Typhonian. I have (hewn, that the Ark by the my- 
thologifts was fpoken of as the mother of mankind. The 
flay in the ark was efteemed a ftatc of ” death, and of rege- 
neration. The paflage to life was through the door of the 
Ark, which was formed in its fide. Through this the Pa- 
triarch made his defeent : and at this point was the com- 
mencement of time. This hiftory is obfeurely alluded to 
in the account of Typhon : of whom it is faid, that, with- 
out any regard to time or place, he forced a pafiTage j and 
burft into light obliquely through the fide of his mother : 
This return to light was deferibed as a revival from the 
grave : and Plutarch accordingly mentions. Tor Otri^ip 
aJa 7rc(^xyepo[A.SP0Pj the return of Ofiris from Hades ^ after 
he had been inclofed for a long feafon sr Xa^rax*, in an Arky 

3* Plutarch. Ifis et Ofiris. P. 356. It is faid of Hercules, that he was flain 
by Typhon, and came afterwards to life. Eudoxus apud Athenaeum. L, 9. 
p. 392. 

“ Ifis et Ofiris. P. 358. 

M/i jcoufu. Mill's JcaToe aAA’ ufccppn^oo'Tcc 'jTXny^ S'lct. tw 

e|fltAAe<7-9ai. Ifis et Ofiris. P. 355. Typhon by many was efteemed the fame as 
Priapus ; who was Protogonus, and Phanes. Diodorus. L. 4. p, 214. the fame 
alfo as Dionufus. 
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and in a ftate of death. This renewal of life was by the 
Egyptians efteemed a fecond ftate of childhood. They ac- 
cordingly in their hieroglyphics defcribed him as a boy ; 
whom they placed upori the lotos, oj^ water-lilly, and 
called Orus. He was the fuppofed fon of liis : but it has 
been {hewn that Ifis, Rhea, Atargatis, were all emblems of 
the Ark that receptacle^ which was ftiled the mother of 
mankind. Orus is reprefented as undergoing from the Ti- 
tans all that Ofiris fuffered from Typhon ; and the hiftory 
at bottom is the fame. Hence it is faid of Ifis, that {he had 
the power of making people immortal : and that, vvJicii {he 
found her fon Orus in the midft of the waters dead through 
the malice of the Titans, {he not only gave him a renewal 
of life, but alfo conferred upon him immortality. 

The fame mythology, and the fame hieroglyphics were 
carried as far as China and Japan ; where they are to be 
found at this day. The Indians have a perfon whom they 
greatly reverence, and efteem a Deity ; and whom they call 
Buto, and Budo. This is the fame name as Boutus of 
Egypt, Battus of Cyrene, and Boeotus of Greece. 1 he ac- 
count given of him is fimilar to that of 1 yphon : for it is 
faid, that he did not come to life the ufual way ; but made 
himfelf a palTage through the fide of his mother : which 
mother is reprefented as a virgin. Bragmani fedae fuat 

Tm' Icriy Ifis et Ofiris. P. 374* 

'Ev^iy <!' avTriv xon to Axya(ri(X^(pctef^ccxoy^J'i ij tov vlov El^ov utto ir. r 

Tiravoov g7riCwAft;0fc>Taj jcct; NEKPON eup-.^evret KA0 TAATOX^ peyov 
ai«9»(rce< cfcucraf tw x«< 7 W aSavafftas Tromacu Die- 

dor. Sic. 1 .. I. p. 22. 

Retramnus dc Nativitate Chrifti. C. 3. 

auaorcm 
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audorcm Buddam per latus virginis narrant exortum. This 
hiftory, though now current among the Indians, is of great 
antiquity ; as we may learn from the account given of this 
jicrfonage by Cle|j^ens Alexandrinus. Ei(n Js 7m Iv^m^ o'< 
7oiq Byrra 7rsi0oy.evoi 7rci^ccyysXy,x7iVy ov <h’ vtts^^qMv <Tey.’- 
vorriTo; w'? Qsov 7Z7iu.r;/,x7i, There is a cajl of htdianSy who 
are difciplcs oj Boutas. This perfon upon account of his extra- 
ordinary fanSiity they look up to as a God. The name Boutas, 
Bat tus, and Boeotus, though aj^parently conferred upon the 
Patriarch, yet originally related to the machine, in which 
he was preferved. Of this fome traces may be found among 
the Greeks. One of the Amonian names for the Ark were 
Aren, and Arene : and Bteotus is faid by Diodorus Siculus 
to have been the fon of Neptune and Arne, which is a con- 
tradlion of Arene, the ark. The chief city Boutus in 
Egypt, where was the floating temple, fignificd properly 
the city of the float, or Ark. The Bceotians, who in the 
Diomifiaca fo particularly commemorated the Ark, were 
fuppofed to be defeended from an Imaginary perfonage Bceo- 
tus : and from him likewife their country was thought to have 
received its name. But Boeotus was merely a variation of 
Boutus, and Butus, the Ark ^ which in ancient times was 
indill'erently ftiled Theba, Argus, Aren, Butus, and Boeotus. 
The term Cibotus is a compound of the fame purport ; and 
fignifies both the temple of the Ark, and alfo a place for fhip- 

Strom. L. i. p. 359. Sec alfo Hicronym. contra Jovian. L. i. c. 26. 
He is at this day by Ibme nations called Butzan, and efteemed contemporary 
with Vilhnou. Klrthcr. China illuftrata. But-Zan is Zeus Bocotius : Dcus Arkitis. 

Diod, L. 4. p, 269. 
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ping. Strabo ipeaks of a city Cibotus in Egypt ; which he 
reprefents as a dock, where were all conveniences for (hips 
to be built and repaired. There was a city Boutus upon 
the Sebennytic mouth of the Nile : but the temple of 
Boutus was high in upper Egypt, near the floating ifland 

Chemmis. This ifland was probably a large Ark, or float ; 
and the temple of Boutus was in it, from whence the oppo- 
fite city had its name. It feems to have been a beautiful 
place, and of an uncommon conftrudlion. There were in it 
feveral altars erected to Ofiris ; together with a ftatcly tem- 
ple, and groves of ** palm-trees : and this upon a deep, and 
fpacious lake. From hence we may form a judgment of 
the purport of this facred machine, which was undoubtedly 
a memorial of the flrfl: fliip : and defigned alfo for a rcpofi- 
tory, where the Arkite rites and hiftory were preferved. It 
is remarkable, that Danaus was fuppofed from this ifland to 
have come to Greece} and to- have brought with him the 
Amphiprumnon, or facred model of the Ark, which he 
lodged in the acropolis of Argos, called Larifla, The liif- 
tory, which the Egyptians gave of the ifland Boutus, was, 
that when Typhon raged, and would have killed Ofiris, the 
latter was by Ifis here concealed ; and thus efcaped the 

** <f’ Eovoyu A/jkxi' jnera to 'E7rret<i'ctS'top’ xat t/Ve^ tbtw o^uxtos, oy xcu 

Kip.aiTov xoAbo’/i', xeu ccUTOf pea^ix. L. 17. p. 1 145. 

Herod. L. a. c. 155. 

•*’ Ibid. L. 2. c. 156. 

♦* In quodam lacu Chemmis Infula, lucos, fylvafquc et ApollinU grande 
fuftinens templum. natat, et, quocunque venti agunt, impcllitur. Pompon. 
Mela. L. i. c. ix. p. 55. 

Herod. L. 2. c. 56. He fpeaks of it as not floating when he faw it. 

Herod. L. 2. c. 91. 

** Herod. L. 2. c. 1 56. 

VoL. II. U u fury 
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fury of his enemy. Plutarch mentions, that it was Orus, 
who was here fecreted, and nurfed by Latona. But Latona 
was Ills : and by Orus we arc to underftand Ofiris in his 
lecond ftate : fo that the hiftory is the fame. Some vary this 
hiftory ftill farther, and call the Deity at Boutus and Chem- 
mis Perfeus, whom the Grecians made the fon of Danae. 
But Perfeus was no other than Oliris, ftiled alfo Helius : 
and he was efteemed by the people of Chemmis as the 
chief Deity of the place. As the confinement during the 
Deluge was efteemed an interval of death, . the Ark Irom 
thence was rcprelentcd as a bier, or coffin : and Boutus had 
the fame fignification. Hence places of fepulture among 
the Egyptians had the name of Boutoi. But this was 
only in a fccondary fenfe, being derived from fohie refine- 
ments in hiftory. The term related originally to the Ark, 
and fignified a floating machine. From thence the perfon 
preferved had the name of Boutus, Butus, and Boeotus. 

4' Cloov iv T§e(pofjLei'ov. Ifis et Ofiris. P. 357. oV eu roii roti 

TTcOi Bdrov vTTo A>jTH5 T^ocCpmcci Ibid. P. 366, 

4« Orus was Apollo, or the Sun. They efteemed Ofiris the fame. Ofirin 
iEgyptii Solcm efle aflerunt. Macrob. Sat. L. i. c. 2 it Otri^iv, Dio- 

dor. L. I. p. 10. The fame is faid of Perfeus. Ue^creuf 6 'HA/05. Schol in 
i.ycoph. V. 17. p. 4. Ilepo-eus 0 'HA<o 5 etf'iy. Ibid. 

Herod. L. 2. c. 91. 

Ibid. 

llvJTo.', TOTTOi Ai'yuTTTiQKy f/5 ovi 01 TeXeurcovTi^ ri^Bprcu, Hcfych. The 
rcpofitory of Ofiris ftiled cro^c5. Plut. Ifis et Ofiris. P. 362. 

ithlus upon Dionyfius fuppofes Arne to have been the n^other office- 
V . y r ^ ^ * 426 . 

F.piplunius mentions Jadal-fiaoth, in which a fa c red perfon, naiped Nun, 
IS born in t’lc form of a ferpent. See Lilius Gyraldus. Syntag. i. p. 72. alfo 
C0;itra Cclfum, L. 6. p, 294. 
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All the myfterics of the Gentile world fcein to have been 
memorials of the Deluge 3 and of the events, whieh immedi- 
ately fucceeded. They confifted for the moft part of a me- 
lancholy procefs : and were celebrated by night with torclics 
in commemoration of the ftate of darknefs, in whicli tlie 
Patriarch and his family had been involved. The firft 
thing at thefe awful meetings was to offer an oath of fccrccy 
to all, who’ were to be initiated; after which they proceeded 
to the ceremonies. Thefe began with a defeription of 
Chaos : by which was fignified fomc memorial of the De- 
luge. Chaos was certainly the fame as tlic great 

abyfs. Who^ fays 5 + Epiphanius, is fo igmranty as not to 
know, that Chaos, and Buthos, the abyfs, are of the fame pur- 
port f Of the rites aboYemchtioned we have an account in 
the Orphic Argonautica. 

Mstol (J'* Mvs’OLtg, 
pLSv TT^WTot afJLsyctgrov ctmyKp, 

Kat og sXo^svirsv oLZBi§$<noi<riv v<p o?'jioig 

Kxi Si<pvYi Trs^iUTTBx Kv^^ov E^wra. 

■y^ter the oath had been tendered to the Mufee, we cofnmemo- 
rated the fad neceffity, bf which the earth was reduced to its 
chaotic fate. We then celebrated Cronus, through whom the 
world after a term of darknefs enjoyed again 
a pure ferene fky : through whom alfo was produced Bros, that 
twofold, confpicuous, and beautiful Being. The poet adds 

^OlJt,QKoy€L—yv!^ leAeicc rots XeyofJiSvoisOtri^iS'os S^txairMfJLotc^ x.cti roui ctia- 
liicona'i^ xoci Tra^iyy^y^nctis^ Plutarch Ifis et Ofiris# P# 3^4* 

X<xo5 S'e Kcti BvQos Tii'i sx. cty actfes m on to ofA,o}vufA.ov KeKrnrooi. Vol. i. p. 164* 
Orphic Argonaut. V. ii. 

U u 2 after- 
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afterwards, that Eros had the name of Phanes, becaufe he 
was the firft remarkable objeft, that appeared to the eye 
of man, in confequence of this great event. 

Noah is fpoken of as a man of juftice ; and this part of 
his charader is continually alluded to by the mythologifts, 
whenever they treat of his hiftory. The author of the 
poem above, among many (acred rites, to which he had been 
witnefs, mentions the orgies of julfice, or the juH perlbn ; 
and thofe of Arkite Athene, which were celebrated by 
night : 

aca A^sivrtg vvKrag. 

Some would alter the term as being unintelligi- 

ble : but there is no reafon for any amendment. By A^givrj 
A&nvr] was meant Arkite Providence ; in other words Divine 
wifdom, by which the world was preferved. 

In thefe myfteries, after the people had for a long 
time bewailed the lofs of a particular perfon, he was at 
laft fuppofed to be reftored to life. Upon this the 
prieft ufed to addrefs the allembly in thofe memorable 
terms, which I have before mentioned ” Comfort yourfelves^ 
all jCy who have been partakers of the myfleries of the Deity 
thus preferved : for we fhall now enjoy fame refpite from our 
labours. To thefe were added the following remarkable 

— TTfOJTOJ €<pav 0 >f. Ibid. V. i6. 

Orphic Argonaut. V. 31. 

5* Quid fit non capio. Efchcnback. Areine is from Aren the 

Ark : and I imagine, that the terms oAxos mentioned by the poet 

in the plural, related to the fame machine. 

59 Jul. Firmicus. P. 45. 


words : 
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words : I have efcaped a fad calatnity\ and my lot is grsatly 
mended. At fuch times there feems to have been an invoca- 
tion made by the people to the Dove, lonah ; which was 
probably introduced to their view : Iw Aa^aTra- 

; Hail to the Dove, the reforer of light / The prin- 
cipal rites in Egypt were confefledly for a perfon loft, and 
configned for a time to darknefs ; who was at laft found. 
This perfon I have mentioned to have been deferibed under 
the character of Ofiris : — a xar ero? ymnai ts- 

Xbtoli, chg mi iv^KrmfjLsvs. Hence thofe excla- 

mations at the feaft of Ills ; 'Ev^rix(x.[xsv' ^vy^cti^ofisv. 

I have taken notice, that the Ark was reprclented under 
the figure of a Ihip, ftiled whofe extremities 

•were alike. It was a kind of crefeent, fuch as is exhibited 
by the new moon ; which in confequence of it was made a 
type of the Ark. Hence, in the mythology of the Ark, and 
the Idnah, there is continually fome reference to the moon ; 
the former from its figure being ftiled Mjiv, Mcen. Hence 
likewife it is, that the moon by the Egyptians was cftcemcd 
the mother of all beings: iXYiTs^xXshrjVrjUTs xo(j'[JHim?^ii(rt. 
For the Moon and the Ark were lynonynous terms. 
Analogous to the above we are informed by Plutarch, 
that the chief concern of the Egyptians was Ihewn at the 
dif appearing of Oftris abovementioned, mi a.<p<x.pi(T(JLov 0(r<- 

Demofthen. t^e<p, P, 568. 

There was an infeription of this purport at Argos : which infeription was 
engraved in the temple of lo, the fame as lonah. Chron. Pafeh. P. 41. Icy 
« Aot. Euftach. in Dionyf. V, 95, 

Theophilus ad Autol. L. i. p. 343. 

Athenagor. Legatio. P. 299. 



The Analysis of Ancient MythoCogv. 


334 

which they ftiled the interment of the Deity. At this 
feafon they conftrufted by way of memorial a remarkable ma- 
chine, called Kol^volko, an Ark in the Pape of a cref- 

cent, or new moon. In this the image of Ofiris was for a time 
concealed ; to h JyAov ev roLig T^syofJLSvxn O(ri^i^og rttpctig 
TSfJLVovTsg )iOLTOL<TKevoi^}i(ri AAPNAKA MHNOEIAH. 

After Ofiris had been reputed for fome time loft, it was a 
cuftom among the Egyptians to go foon after in queft of 
him : and the proccfs as defcribed in Plutarch was very 
remarkable. Upon the nineteenth of the month (that is, two 
days after the Oori^i^og) the Egyptians go down at 

night to the fea : at which time the priejis^ and fupporters (the 
Paterae) carry the facred vehicle. In this is a golden veffel 
in the form of a pip-^ or boat ; into which they take and pour 
fotne of the river water. Upon this being performed^ a pout 
of joy is raifed j and Ofiris is fuppofed to be found. This, I 
imagine, was the fealbn, when thofe particular words were 
ufed, sv^YiKctfJLSVy (Tvy’gai^ofJisv which the Grecians in their 
myfteries copied. The author proceeds to inform us, that 
i/pon this recovery of OfiriSy the priefis brought a fample of 
the mofi fru i^ul kind of earthy and put it into the water which 
was i’l the filer cd Scyphus. To this they added the rkhefi gums 
and /fnccs ; and the whole was moulded up into the form of a 
‘vcjj'cly fhnilar to a Lunette. What is alluded to in this cere- 
mony, I think, wants little explanation. 

It has been obferved that the myfteries of the Egyptians 

64 Plutarch. Ifis ct Ofiris. Vol. i. p. 368. 

Ifis ct Oiiris. P. 3 (j6. 

A x'T. Kx'ttsq i a^aAuar^oK. Ibid. 

were 
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were for the moft part a melancholy proccfs. The like 
cuftoms prevailed in Syria, and Canaan. Jerome calls the 
fymbolical Deity Dagon, pifcem mceroris. And IJcfy- 
chius mentions, that the name of Bacchus was among the 
Phcnicians a fynonimous term for mourning. Venus Ar- 
chitis, whofe temple I have mentioned to have flood upon 
Mount Libanus, was reprefented in an attitude the moft 
fad and gloomy. Macrobius is very particular in his de- 
feription of her ftatue. Simulacrum |hujus Dere (Veneris 
Architis) in monte Libano figitur, capite obnupto, fpecic 
trifti, faciem manu kva intra amidlum fuftinens. Lacryma; 
vifione confpicientium manare creduntur. This is not un- 
like the ftory ofNiobe, who was reported after thelofs of her 
children to fiave retired to Mount Sipylus ; where her image 
in the rock was fuppofed to run down with tears. At Tcgea 
in Arcadia there was a ftatue of the Goddefs Ilithya, the 
fime as Ifts ; the fame alfo as Juno Lucina of the Latins ; 
which feems to have had a reference to the hi ftory above. 
She was ftiled STFi yovcKTiVj Lucina Ingenicula, 

being reprefented in d fupplicating pofture upon her knees. 
She was the Goddefs of the birth j and feemed an emblem of 
nature, pleading for her offspring, who were to be deftroyed. 
The hiftory, which the Tegeat® gave, was unfatisfaf^bory. 

Sclden de Diis Syris. Synt. 2. p. 203. 

}jxx,^Qyy 5cAay6//o)' 

^^Macrob. Sat. L. i.c. 21. 

^®Paufan. L. 8. p. 698. Selden would alter Venus Architis to Atargatis; 
hilt without authority, or reafon. The ark was by many people ftiled Areas, 
2nd Area: and cities were denominated from it. There was a city Area in 
^^ount Libanus; undoubtedly the fame, from which Venus Architis had her 
name. See Jofephusde Bcllo.Jud. L. 7. c. 24. and Ant, Jud. L, 5. c. r. 

7 The 
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The principal circumftances were, tjjat Halius had promiled 
his daughter to Nauplius ; but had ^vCn private orders to 
the perfons, who conduced her, that fhe fhbuld be drowned 
in the fea. They had .other traditions, but very inorpeife^. 
Hard by was an altar of earth, 

' I cannot conclude without introducing again that memo- 
rable paiiage in Plutarch concerning Ofiris going into his 
Ark. He fays, that it was to avoid the fury of Typhon : 
and that it happened on the feventeenth day of the month 
’’ Athyr, when the fun was in Scorpio. Now it is to be ob- 
lerved, that there were two feftivals, at oppofite parts of 
the year, eftablifhed by the Egyptians on account of Ofiris 
being thus inclofed ; one in the month Phamenoth, which 
they termed £fji.^x(riv O<ri^i^og sig rriv the entrance of 

OJiris into the moon : the other, of which I am here fpeak- 
ing, was on the fame account, but in autumn. This was 
the ceremony, ^ T^syofXBVYi Big TO§ov Ocigi^og^y 

the inclojtng and fajlening of OJiris in his tomb or arky in nae- 
mory of his having been in his life time thus concealed ; 
which ark they termed 2gA>)yji, and other nations Minoa, 
the moon. Plutarch deferibes the feafon very precifely, when 
Ofiris was fuppofed to have been thus confined. It was 
in the month Athyr, upon the feventeenth day of that 
mouth ; when the Etefian winds were paflied ; when the 
overflowing of the Nile had ceafed, and the country became 

Txvtol St TTocc^dtivcci ?^€yiia’iv eCcToju^ tin StKajuLfiyos tv fi? Tfiv 

Sie^etfTiv. Plutarch. Ifis ct Ofiris. p. 356. 

71 See before the account of Mw 

dry ; 
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dry {A.nKVV0fMSvns (Ts mroi to TKorog, at the time of 

year when the nights grow iongy and the days are upon the de- 
cline, darknefs now encreafing. It was in fliort upon the 
f event eenth day of the fecond month after the autumnal equi- 
nox, ey w Tov Imamov 6 'HXtog ^is^smv ’ when the fun pajfes 
through Scorpio .* Thisj if I miftakc notj was the prccilc 
month, and day of the month, on which Noah entered the 
Ark, and the floods came. In the fix hundredth year of 
Noah's life, in the second month, the seventeenth dav 
OF THE month, the fame day Were all the fount aitts of the great 
deep broken up — In the felf fame day entered Noah — into the 
Ark. Hence, I think, there can be no doubt, but in this hif- 

tory of Oflris we have a memorial of the Patriarch and De- 

<• 

luge. As this event happened, according to the Egyptian 
traditions, when the Sun was in Scorpio ; that fign is conti- 
nually commemorated in the Diluvian hieroglyphics. 

H St IB jULcc^otimcci^ Koti z^uTtiTai Svvccui^, Plut. Ifis ct Ofiris. 
p. 366. 

Aio fxvuos AQuo cc'pocyia^m'cti rov Oat^iv Myaat, Plut, Ifis et Ofiris. P. 366. 
f.t S ofjL]i tTTi StxoL T>jy 0 ( 7 iPiSoi ytvtij^eci rtXfuTW Aiyvirrioi fJLV^oAoyba-LV , Ibid. 
P. 367. The Egyptians varied in their rites, as we learn from fevcral paflagc.s 
in Herodotus. They differed alfo in particular places about the commence- 
ment of the year. Hence we find the fame hiftory of Ofiris commemorated 
both in autumn, and in^ fpring. 

75 Gcnefis. C. 7. v. n. 

DA, Particula Chaldaica. 

I N treating of Danaus, and Danae I furmifed, that they 
were not the names of perfons ; but ancient terms, 
which related to the facred (hip j and to the rites, which 
Voi. II, X X were 
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were introduced by the lonim, and Dorians from Egypt. 
I mentioned, that they were each of them compounded of 
Da-Naue, and Da-Nauos, by which is meant the Jhip 
y.CLT For the term Da is a Chaldaic particle, equi- 

valent to De, Die, and The, of the Saxon, Teutonic, and 
other languages. It occurs in the prophet Daniel, and, 
is taken notice of by Buxtorf, N"i, Da, Chaldaice, haec, 
ifta, hoc, illud. The Priefts in Egypt v/ere ftiled Decani, 
as we learn from Jamblichus. But Decani, ieems 

to be merely a compound of Dc Cani, by which is meant 
the Cahen^ or Prtejls. Da in Damater, which the lonians 
rendered Demeter, Arj/xriTr)^, was certainly of the lame pur- 
port. The name related to the ark, and was a compound 
of Da Mater ; the fame as Mather, Mcthuer, Mithyr of 
Egypt, and other countries. The name Da Mater, or the 
Mother^ was given to it, becailfe it was eftecmed the com- 
mon parent, the Mother^ of all mankind. As the Ark had 
manifellly a connedion with floods and waters, hence it 
was, that Damater and Pofeidon, the Deity of the fea, 
were often found in the lame temple. As a perfonage Ihe 
was the fame as Mdt»)^ ©BOiVy the mother of the Gods ; to 
whom Orpheus gives the Ibvereignty of the main: and frona 
whom he deduces the origin of all marlkind. 

Ex (Tso / ttdoi.va.rwv rs yero?, dvnrwv r 

Xoi TrorotiJLoi K^ctreovrctt agi, xoii tfcktci ^a^ao's'-a. 

All the fountains of the deep obeyed her, 

■” Daniel. C. 4. v. 27. and c. 7. v. 3. v. 8. 

Seft. 9. p. 165. and 302. AeKavoL xoti Aenuyot* 

77 Plutarch Sympos. p. 668. 

’•#OrpJiic Hynan.it6. V. 7. 

A tolony 
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A colony of the Amonians fettled in Thrace, and in 
thefe parts are to be found many plain traces of their origi- 
nal hiftory. The river Danube was properly the river of 
Noah, exprefled Da-Nau, Da-Nauos, Da-Nauvas, Da-Nau- 
bus. Herodotus calls it plainly the river of Noah without 
the prefix; but appropriates the name only to one branch ; 
giving the name of Ifter to the chief ftream, xat 

No»)?,.xai A^ray})?, et rov lf§ov. It is mentioned 

by Valerius Flaccus.. 

*“ Quas Tanais, flavufque Lycus, Hypanifque, Noafque. 
This fome would alter to Novafque: but the true reading 
is afeertained from other paflages, where it occurs : and par- 
ticularly by this author, who mentions it in another place. 
Hyberni qui terga Noae^ gelidumque fecuri 
Haurit, et in tota non audit Amazona ripa. 

Moft writers compound it with the particle Da, and exprefs 
it Da-Nau, Da-Nauvis, Da-Naubis. By thofe who live 
upon its banks, it is now called Danau. Stephanus Byzan- 
tinus fpeaks of it both by the name of Danoubis and Da- 
noufis. Not far from the Danube is the Boryfthenes, called 
alfo the Nieper : which latter name it had in the time of 
Herodotus. . ** A^ct^og re. mi Na^a^of. This river, like that 
abovementioned, was expreflM with the particle Da pre- 


79 Herod. L; 4. c. 49.' 

Valer. Flaccus. L. 4. v, 719. 

*’ Ibid. L. 6. V. 100. . 

The etymology given by this author 

is worth remarking for its fingularity. ‘O Aawit igiMimrat, xa 


*3 Herod. L. 4. c. 48. 




fixed. 


XX2 
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fixed. This being a fecret to later writers, they have joined 
tijeni infeparably together, and call the river Nieper, or 
Naper, the Danaper. Hence one of the authors of the 
Periplus mentions rov TrorttfJLOv mviriTo^ov, kou 

rov ActvoLTrpv T^eyofJisvov. He in another place makes mention 
Mo^vT&smi; TroroLfjLB^ axi Aoi,va.7:^£w;y vf the river Boryjihenes 
and Danaper, In the fame part of the world is another river, 
named the Nicfter. This too they have exprefled Danefter, 
and *5 Danafter. Cedrenus, enumerating the rivers upon 
the weftern fide of the Euxine, mentions both thefe ftreams, 
the Nieftcr, and the Nieper, but with the particle prefixed, 
as if it were part of the name. ** Aava/Bsw?, Kcti Ta 

7roTOL(JLii, T8 CiOLVxg-^sug TSy aoLi Aai/ctTijewj. kt K. 
This prefix was introduced among the na ions in thefe parts 
by people from Egypt and Syria. It was originally a Chal- 
daic article : but may have been in ufe among people of 
another family. 

I have mentioned, that the name Dione was properly Ad, 
or Ada, lone. Hence came the term Ideone ; which Ide- 
one was an objedt of idolatry, as early as the days of Moles. 
But there was a fimilar perfonage named Dei’one, whom 
the poets fuppofed to have been beloved by Apollo. This 
was a compound of De lone, the Dove: And Venus Di- 
onsea may fometimes have been formed in the fame manner., 
This article feems in fome inftances to have been pronounced 
like tJje in our language. Semele, the mother of Dionufus, 

»♦ Audtor Peripli Maris Euxini. P. 8. et i6. apud Geog. Vet. Vol. i. 

8s Jornandcs dc rebus Gcticis, ?• 85, 

Cedrenus, V .7. p, 464, 


was 
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-was called Thyone; by whicK was certainly meant T!he 
rdfjey or Dove. The poets from hence ftilcd Dionufus Thy- 
oneus. This is analogous to the former, and hgnifies i/je 
JoneuSy The Gcd of the lonahy or Dove. He was alfo called 
'Ta?, Hyas, as Zeus was ftiled Ombrius ; both 

which terms fignify the Deity of rain. The prieftefs of 
the God had hence the name of Hyas, and alfo Thy as. 
Thyas fignifies The Hyas: Thyades, Tloe Hyades, Why 
Dionufus had this title, and why at his myfteries and orgies 
they echoed the terms ** Hyas Atis ; or as the Grecians ex- 
preffed it 'Trig Attj)?, the Lord of fhowersy need not I think 
be explained. The conftellation of the Hyades in the hea- 
vens was a watry fign, and fuppofed to have been a memo- 
rial of fonle perfonages, who are reprefented as the nurfes 
of Dionufus. They were the daughters of Oceanus and 
Melitta, and refidcd once at Nufa. It is faid of them, 
that they had a renewal of life : In juvencs mutataj funt. 
Their hiftory is deferibed by Hyginus : and it is alfo 
mentioned by Ovid. 

Ora micant Tauri feptem radiantia flammis, 

Navita quas Hyadas Graius ab imbre vocat. 

Pars Bacchum nutrifle putant : pars credidit cfle 
Tethyos has neptes, Oceanique fenis. 

*7 Plutarch tries to refine upon this hiftory, but idly. Ter 'Twy 

o.i M^iov T>K (f,vcr(M> Ifis ct OGris. P. 364- 
** Demofthenes, Tre^i f-ff. P.516. Strabo. L. 10. P. 723. 

*5 Hyginus. Fab. 182. 
so Ibidem. 

'O J'e ^egfKvJ'iif Twr Sf/ifAur ’T»y xcct rcci tlion/a-ov rfoyaj'TaJ'as. Ety- 

molog. Mag. 
s« Faftor, L. 5. v. 165, 


The 
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The ancients often reprefented the fame Deity both as^ 
mafculine and feminine. They had both Cacus and Caca, 
Lunus and Luna ; alfo lanus and lana. Diana is a compound 
of Dc I^a, and fignifies the Goddefs lana. That her name 
was a feminine from lanus, we may learn from Macrobius,, 
who quotes Nigidius for his authority. Pronunciavit Ni- 
gidius Apollinem lanum effe, Dianamque lanam.. From 
this liina with the prefix was formed Diana, which, I. ima- 
gine, was the fame as Dione.. 

** Sat. L, 1. c, 10. p, 158. 


OF 
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JUNO, IRIS, EROS, TH AMU Z. 


I T Kas been mentioned that Juno was the fame as Iona : 
and (he was particularly ftiled Juno Argiva. The Gre- 
cians called her Hera ; which was not originally a pro- 
per name, but a title, the lame as Ada of the Babylonians, 
and fignified the * Lady^ or ilueen. She was alfo efteemed 
the fame as Luna, and Selene, from her connexion with the 
Ark j and at Samos Ihe was defcribed as Handing in a Lu- 
nette, with the lunar emblem upon her * head. In confe- 
quence of which we find her in fome ancient infcriptions 
diftinguilhed by the title of Luna Regina. 

* Veronae in Domo Trivellorum. 

J U N. L U N. 

REG. S A G R. 

' Hecr, Hems, Hcren, Haren, in many languages betokened foMcthing no* 
blc. Hence 'Ho«, wAxu. Hfai'o?, | 2 «<r/Afuf. Hcrych, 

* See the plate with a coin from Spanheim. 

‘ Gruter. infeript. Vol. i. p. 25- , 

the 
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She was called * Inachis and Inachia by the poets ; and re- 
prefented as the Queen of heaven, the lame as Aftaroth, and 
Aftarte of Sidon and Syria. It is faid of Juno, that jfhe 
was fometimes worfliipcd under the ^ fymbol of an egg : fo 
that her hiftory had the fame reference, as that of Oinas, 
or Venus. She prefided equally over the feas j which fhe 
was fuppofed to raife and trouble, as flae lifted. 

* His ego nigrantem commixti grandine nimbum 
Defuper infundam, et tonitru ccelum omne ciebo. 

She alfo produced calms, and falutary breezes 5 as we 
ar.e informed by another Poet ; 

^ 7ra|u.Sa<r<^e<a, Aios (TvXXBJir^a, jtzaxa/fa, 
cLV^CLg Qvrfroig TroL^systroL 7r§o<rrims*’ 
ctvsfjLooy T^otpSj TFccnoysve^Xsi 

Ifts and lo had the fame department. * lo ab .®gyptiis 
Iftdis nomine culta, et tempeftatibus et navigantibus praefeda 
eft. Ifts, lo and Ino were the fame as Juno ; and Venus alfo 
was the fame Deity under a different title. Hence in Laco- 
nia there was an ancient ftatue of the Goddefs ftiled Venus 
Junonia: ’ ^oam <5e ct^aiov xctKacriv A^^o^irrig 
Juno was alfo called Cupris, and Cupra j and under that 
title was worfhiped by the Hetrurians. 

As Juno was the fame as lonah, we need not wonder 

^ Ovid. Metamorph. L. 9. v. 6S6. 

^ Gael, Rhodigin. L. 18. c. 38. 

‘ Virgil. /Eneid. L. 4, v, 120. 

Orphic. Hymn, in Junon. 15*^ 

* Natalis Comes. L. 8, p. 468. 

. ^Paiifanias. L. 3, p. 240. 

Ttiy Hgocy g>ctivo< KvT^ac,y xecAova-u Strabo. L. 5. p. 369.' 

at 
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at the Iris being her concomitant. This was no other tlian 
the Rainbow, which God made a fign in the heavens j a 
token of his covenant with man. This circumhance is ap- 
parently alluded to by Homer, in a reference to that phaj- 
nomenon ; where he fpeaks of it as an appointed fign. The 
pafl'age is very remarkable. The poet is fpeaking of fomc 
emblazonry upon the cuirafs of Agamemnon, which he 
compares to the colours in the celeftial bow. ^ 

” somrs5y dfs 

Eu veipsi 5'ri^i^Sj TEPA2 MEPOIIQN cty$§W7ru}v, 

Like to the bow, which Jove amid the clouds 
Placed as a token to defponding man. 

In another place he fpeaks of this phaenomenon in the fame 
manner. 

Htirs 7ro§<pv^SYiv l^tv SvyiTokti TC(vv(r<rp 
Zgyj gj ov^o(,vokv re§oLg 

Juft as when Jove mid the high heavens difplays 
His bow myfterious for a lafting fign. 

In a hymn to Selene, aferibed to Homer, there is again 
mention made of the Iris being placed in the heavens as a 
token : 

” TsKfJLU^ h I^^OTOIS XCU TBTVKTCLl, 

It was exhibited to tnortals for an intimation^ and f^n* As 
the peacock in the full expanfion of his plumes dilplays all 
the beautiful colours of the Iris j it was probably for that 

” Iliad. A. V. 27. 

“ Iliad. P. V. 547. 

*1 V. 13. 

VoL. JI. 


Yy 


reafoii 
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reafon made the bird of Juno inftead of the Dove, which 
was appropriated to Venus. The fame hiftory was vati- 
oufly depiaed in different places ; and confequently as va- 
rioufly interpreted. 

This beautiful phaenotnenon in the heavens was by the 
Egyptians ftiled Thamuz, and feems to have fignified 
the 'wonder. The Grecians expreffed it Thaumas : and 
from hence jvere derived the terms 

This Thaumas they did not immediately ap- 
propriate to the bow j but fuppofed them to be two per- 
fonages, and Thaumas the parent. The Rainbow and Dove 
were certainly depided together in hieroglyphics. Hence, 
when Juno is entering the heavenly abodes, .Ovid makes 
Iris her concomitant, whom he ftiles Thaumantias, or the 
'5 daughter of wonder. 

Lseta rcdit Juno ; quam ccelum intrare parantem 
Roratis(*luftravit aquis Thaumantias Iris. 

What the Grecians called Iris feems to have been expreffed 
Eiras by the Egyptians ; and was a favourite name with 
that people. The two female attendants upon Cleopatra, 
who fupported her in her laft moments, were named 
‘‘ Eiras, and Charmion j which Hhould interpret the Raia- 

Ovid Metamorph. L. 4. V. 47 S. 

*’ 111 like manner Hefiod deferibes her. 

O i'-i/LcarTCf StjQ xs/as lg<5. ThcOgOn. V. 7&O. 

Inibrifrra potitur Thaumantidc Juno. Statius. Sjlv. L. 3. c. 3. v. 81. 

Both Thaumas and Thamas \v«e the fame as Themis, who by Lycophron 
is rcprclcnted as the daughter of the Sun. V. i2g, Schol. 

“ I (oaf j) KAgs7raT^>af }cov^jr^Kx.,xa.i Plutarch, in Antonio. P. 954- 

Columba, Oaas a Syris didaca Charmion, vel Charmiona. Bochart. Hierozoic. 
Pars. 2da. L. i. c. i. • . 
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bow, and Dove; The Greeks out of Eiras formed Eros, 
a God of Love ; whom they annexed to Venus, and made 
her fon. And finding that the bow was his fymbol, inftead 
of the Iris, they gave him a material bow, with the addition 
of -a quiver and arrows. Being furnilhed with tlicfe imple- 
ments of mifehief he was fuppofed to be the banc of the world. 

SxsrXf E^Wf, fiBycL 7rJi|U-a, jttsya ryyo? aj/fJ^wTrojcn. 
This was different from his original charader. He is ftiled 
by Plato Msyas ^£oj, a mighty God; and it is faid E^wra 
ju.sy/s'wi/ ciyoL^m riyAii amov emi • Eros was the caufe 
of the greatejl blejjings to mankind. The bows of Apollo, 
and of Diana, were, I believe, formed from the fame ” ori- 
ginal. 

Mofes informs us, that the bow in the cloud was inftituted 
as a token of a covenant, which God was pleafed to make 
with man. And God faid^ this is jhe token of the covenant, 
which I make between me andyou^ and every creature that is with 
yoUy for perpetual generations, I do fet my bow in the cloud, 
— and I will remember my covenant, which is between me^ 
and you, and every living creature of all flefo : and the waters 
ffoall no more become a flood to deflroy all flefh. To this cove- 
nant Hefiod alludes, and calls it the great oath. He fays, 
that this oath was Iris, or the bow in the heavens ; to which 
the Deity appealed when any of the inferior divinities were 

” Apollon. L. 4. V. 446. 

Plato. Vol. 3. Sympos. P. 178. 

'* The original word was Cofet, which the Grecians tranflated rc§cf. The 
Seventy unifornnly ufe To|of for the bow in the heavens* 

** Genefis. C. 9. v. 12. 15. 

Yy 2 


guilty 
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guilty of an untruth. On fuch an occafion Iris, the great 
oath of the Gods, was appointed to fetch water from the 
extremities of the ocean ; with which thofe were tried who 
had falfified their word. 

Ilay^a (Tg, 0ATMANTOS ^vyctryj^y 7ro^a.$ ukscc 
AyyeA/K)? TrcoAg^Tai stt hgsct yoorcc ^aAao's'j)?, 

’ 0 ;r 7 roT xa* vsiJC0$ sv A&ctvoLraKTiv o^rfrcti* 

Kai p oV<? -^sv^i^rou oXvfJL'^ici (JwptaT e^onm, 

Zgvj h Tg \^iy $sm fjt,syctv o^xov svstKM 

TyiKo^sv ev ’Xj^vo's^ TroXvoovvfJLov 

E0 Is^s TfQTXfJLOlO fSSl $lCt VVKTOL fJLeKoLivrij/ 
nXS0lVO(O 

I am induced to think that Iris and Eros were originally 
the fame term ; and related to the Divine Love exhibited 
in the difplay of the bow, which it pleafed God to make a 
teft of his covenant with mfen. But a difference arofe in 
time : and the former was appropriated to the phaenomenon 
in the heavens ; and of the latter was formed a boyirti 
Deity ; by which means it was made to vary from its ori- 
ginal purport. The attendant upon Cleopatra was named 
Iras : and the fervant who was employed by Marcus Anto- 
nius to do him the laft office, when he wanted to be dif- 
patched, was ** Eros. Hence I am led to imagine that they 
were the fame name ; only reprefented, after the mode of 
the country, mafculinc or feminine, according as they were 
applied. There was a particular kind of chaplet, familiar 

** Hcfiod. Tlicog. V. 7 So* 

Plutarch in Antonia 

3 


among 
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among the Greeks ; and compofed, iK mvrm ar^gwr, ©f 
every kind of flower. It was called Eros : undoubtedly 
from having all the variety of colours, which are confpicuous 
in the Iris* When there are two terms or titles, which have 
a reference to the lame objedt ; the Greeks generally form 
fome degree of relation between them. Thus, in the pre- 
fent inflance, Plutarch takes notice that the Poets are very 
wild in their notions of the God of Love : but there is one 
circumftance in ^which he thinks they are right, however 
they may have been led to the difcovery ; and this was in 
making Eros the fon of Iris by Zephyrus the weftern wind. 
And he accordingly quotes from Ibme ancient anonymous 
author a line or two to that purpofe. Ohiya. ds 
(isrct avroii (roiritccig) sits mrct vav koh Myi<rfjL 0 Vy 

SITS trvv 0gw 7i/]g wV iv mi to 

tyis yBvsTsoci (th E^wtoj)* Asimxrov ©eoiv ysmro svzb^i-^ 
hog l^ig, •^^v<roKOfJLct ZB<pv§(t} fjLi^^BKrx. From thefe data 
I think we may infer that Eros and Iris were the fame. 
After the defcent from the Ark, the firft wonderful occur- 
rence was the bow in the clouds, and the covenant, of 
which it was made an emblem. To this purpofe there 
feems to be a verfe of Parmenides, quoted from the author 
above ; 

** JI^ooTig'ov fjosi/ E^wra &sm ^ri^Bro. zoLnooVy 
At this feafon another cera began : the earth, was fup- 

^3 Plutarch, Amatorius. Vol. 2. p. 765. 

H Plutarch. Amatorius. Vbl. 2. p. 756. 

AvrAarff^ TroAi/rfoTTot Mo(^oc/» Nonnus. I.. 4*' P* ^^ 7 ^' 

V. 23, Eros by Hcfiod is the firft, who is made to appear after the chaotic ftatc 
of nature. Theog. V. 120. 
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pofcd to be renewed ; • and time to return to a fecond in-, 
fancy. They therefore formed an emblem of a diild with 
the rainbow, to denote this renovation in the world ; and 
called him Eros, or Divine Love. But however like a 
child he might be exprefled, the more early mythologifts 
efteemed him the moft ancient of the Gods. And Lucian 
with great humour makes Jupiter very much puzzled to ac- 
count for the appearance of this infant Deity. thou 

urchin^ fays the father of the Gods, how came you with that 
Uttle childijh face^ when I know you to be as old as 'Iqpetus ? 
Hence he is called in the Orphic Argonautics 

n^6(r|3uTaT0J/ ts, kcu tt,vrorsKr\y mXvpcryty E^wra. 

The Greek and Roman Poets reduced the charadter of this 
Deity to that of a wanton, mifchievous pigmy : but he was 
othcrwife efteemed of old. He is in the quotation above 
ftiled ^smTot/rov @Bm : and by Phaedrus in Plato, ** fj(.syc(.g 
^eog 0 E^ug, koh 0ATMASTO2 — bv Tr^sr^vTOLToig rm &soov. 
Plato here in the term ^ayjw-aro? has an eye to the ancient 
Amonian name Thaumaz, and Thamuz. Plutarch in his ac- 
count of Eros has the fame allufton: Maxa^iov, oog oA/j- 
bxg, smvOj mi ba,v[io(,(riov mKov. At the beautiful appearance 
of the bow in the heavens, it pleafed God to make his 
promifes to man j and to take off the curfe from the 
earth : and to ordain, that there ftiould be fome refpite 
from labour. The very name of Noah was reft. This 

Lucian. Vol, i.p, 121. 

*7 Orph. Argonaut. V. 422. 

** Platon. Sympos. Vol. 3. p. 178. 

Amatorius. P. 765. 

3 ® Hefychius. ' * 


Heftod 
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Hefiod feems to allude to, when he defcribes Eros firft ap- 
pearing : 

’’ Hd'* E^o?, og KcO<Ki<^og ev cSolvoltokti ^eoto*/, 

AvfifJisMi- 

Love alfo was produced^ the moji beautiful of the Godr: 
Love, the foother, and foftener, who unbends the wearied 
limbs. By fome he is made the fon of Cronus, who pro* 
duced him, and at the fame time all the winds which blow. 

Ayra^ Ef wt«- K^ oj/o?, kou TvgyptTa Ttctn ersKmire. 
The anonymous Poet in Plutarch made him the fon of Zc- 
phyrus : others, the fon of Venus, or the Dove. Which va- 
riety of notions arofe from the different manner of cxprcffing, 
and alfo of interpreting, the ancient hieroglyphics. Hefiod 
makes him pofterior to the earth t on the other hand, 
Ariftophanes carries his birth as far back as Chaos. But it 
muft be confidered that the confufion* which prevailed at 
tire Deluge, is often reprefented as the chaotic ftatc of na- 
ture. For the earth was hid, and the heavens obfeured j and 
all the elements in difbrder. ydt thisfeafont according to ” Arif- 

Hefiod. Theogon. V. no. He calls the Deity I:oc 5 , not Efw?. O 
^55 ATSEfi:S ho xa, Ar2hT2 5 Oioi' xxi 

Avcreii t€ ttovoov ^<xAi'Tcovj xai 

Olympiodor. Comment, in Phxdonem. 

Vw=t -n-oXu^prirov, Acc.^xor. Orph. Hymn. 49 - V. 2 . 

3* Orph. Fragment. 22. According to Phsdrus in Plato, P.ros, Love,. ha 
neither father nor mother. Sympos. P. 178. 

33 Xao? xcci •'tif, Eje/Sss re Tec^Tx^of eu:«- 

r» S', nh apxi’Oi w, S'fir’ xirUfoiTt xoKkoa. 

TiJCTCf irpuTiroP uirnviixioy Nt;| n ixsAaro 7 r.(piS mv, 
E^BTtptreAMtJUmtfoipxntCAxcrccny E^cof 0 -xo^eiyo;, ^ 

"XtiACoov WTiv Trnpjyoiy Ariftophan. in Avibus. V. 6^. 

tophanes. 
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tophanes, fabk-winged night produced an egg ; from whence 
fprouted up libe a blojfom EroSy the lovely and defirabhy with 
his glojfy golden wings. The egg is called woy i57niyg]U,wy j which 
is interpreted Ovum ablque concubitu ; but it likewifc fig- 
nifies ^^veTioiy rainy. This was certainly the egg of Ty- 
phon ; an emblem of the Ark, when the rain de- 
icended : and it may, I think, be proved from a like piece 
4Df mythology in Orpheus concerning Protogonus, the firft 
man upon earth ; who was certainly defigned to reprefent 
the great Patriarch ; and is fet off with the like hieroglyphi- 
£al ornaments, as are to be found above. 

H^uToyom [isyoLy a/3'£f07rAa‘yxT»)v, 

D,oysvr]y 'ggV(r£on<riv etya?^ofjL£pov 7fjs§vyB<r(nv. 

I invoke Protogonus y the firjl of men : hitUy who was of a two- 
fold Jlatey or nature ; who wandered at large under tloe wide 
heavens ; inclofed in an ovicular machiney (whence he was 
termed iioyswo?, Ovo genitus) who was alfoy hieroglyphically, 
.depiSled with golden wings, 

rsyeTiv Maza^iaVy ^Ptfruv t av^^ooTtm. 

Uhe fame was the father of the Macares (Ailed Heroes, A^a- 
■vdToiy 'HKixioUf the Demigods, and Daemons) the parent alfo 
af all mankind, 

oj (r;coTO£(ro’eu' oi.7ttipt,ct.v^(Tsv OjU<p^A»iJ>* 

^YTrm'ffAiov ave]xor^ CiTor, Hcfychius. The cgg is alfo (liled riov Zefupiov, 
And God made a wind topafs over the earthy and the waters ajfwaged. Gcncf. C. 8* 
V. 1. Damafcim ftilcs the egg to xyy/t^cror, xcti to Kuoy coor* MS» quoted by 
Bcntly in his celebrated Epiftleto Mills. P. 3. 

35 Orphic. Hymn. 5, In all thefc fymbols the term Atfvyjs continually occurs: 
ripcoroyoyo^ A101W05 Kexpo^ Epcss flottrtts 

isk Berofus. All thefe relate tooneperfon, anc^thc famehiftory. 

who 
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viho the mijl and darknefs^ with which evety thing 

had been obfcured. ■ The golden wings, which are given to 
thcle perfonages, were undoubtedly taken from the tints of 
the Iris : and thefe deferiptions are borrowed from ancient 
hieroglyphical pictures; where the fame emblem was differ- 
ently appropriated; yet ftill related to the fame hiftorical 
event. Protogonus is ftiled $i(pvYig ; and Eros has the fame 
epithet ; 

E^acTjUio)/, E^wra, 

EvmXCf.lJLOVy 

All fymbollcal reprcfmtations were, I fhould th’iik, intk ■ ! 
very nature ambiguous ; and could never be unifor niy . 
precifely .defined, Eros, who was the firft wonderlul plnc- 
nomcnon, feems fometimes to be fpoken of as Phancs, who 
was alfo called Dionufus, 

E'^oLVStpriVB Ssois oo^av mKKig'Qii JtJsc&a/, 

’Ov (J>) vvv xa^£8(r^ OavjiTa rs mi Atoyv(rov, 

Ev^8?^m OLvoLKTdy mi ANTATFHN a^iJriXor. 
n^wTOf sg fao? rih^Sf Aiuyv(rog 
He alfo has golden wings, according to Hermias from 
Plato : 

X^vcreioLi; m^vys<T(ri (po^svfisvog. 

And he is in the Orphic Argonautics exprefly faid to be 
the fame as Eros; but contrary to the notion of Arifto- 
phanes, he is here made the parent of night ; 

3* Orphic. Hymn. 57, 

3 ^ Orphic. Fragment. apudMacrob. Satornal. L. i. c. 18. 

Hermi* Comment. MS. in PUtonis Phsdrum. Orpheu . rdit. Gefner. 

P. 405. 

VoL. II. z z cipriy 
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” (Jiipeij,. lemoiTFioty Kvfyv Efwra, 

Nwato^ aeiyvi^rrig 7CctTS§ct tChvrav, ov pot ^ctVYiTcc 
'OttXoTS^QI KOLhSHCi /S^OTOL 
He is likewifc called Phaethon,and H^coToyovog : 

^ Il§(fyroyovo; xe§i(iriicsog He^og viog. 

And however thefe little hiftories may have been ecu’- 
founded, and differently applied ; yet it will appear plainly 
upon comparing, that they have all the fame tendency : 
and that they relate to the bow in the cloud, and to the 
circumftances of the Deluge. This cloud the mytliologifts 
reprefented as a cloak, or covering, out of which Phanes 
difplayed himfelf : •^iToovoc, tj TYjV NE<I>EAHN, on etc Ta- 
Toov skB'^OiKTKSI 0 4>otv/]?. To him the fons of men looked up, 
as to an unexpe<fled and much longed for token : 

** 0ATMAZON md-o^ctinsg sv on^s^i (psyyog clsKt^tov^ 
Toiov uTTon^l^st ^oog ct^xvocToio ^xvriTog. 

If we conEder thefe articles, as they are Here circum- 
ftanced ; we fhall find that they cannot relate to the Chaos, 
though they are fometimes blended with it.. They were 
taken from emblems, under which the Deluge was repre- 

•’Orphic. Argonaut. V. 15. Plato fpeaks of Phanes as the fame as Eros 
from Orpheus : xotifAot Soxft yea 6 DAaTWJ' tvcoov irotp Op<f'tii rev etvrcv rarov 
{<I>ai !)Ta), EpuTct, XM Aaiyttsra fcej'ai' «7ro)caAB;i«0»'er-. jt.T.A. Proclus in Pla- ■ 
ton. Alcibiad. See Bcntly’s Letter to Mills. P. 3. 

Orpheus apud Lafkant. <le Falf. Relig. L. i. c. 5^. 

Damafetus Ihpi Trpiajw apymv^ MS. P. 156. See Bently’s Epiftle to Mill^ 
jlmi itjhall come to fafs^ whtn I bring a cloud ovtr tie earth, 4 hat the bow Jhall be 
feen in the cloud. Gen. c. 9. v. 14. 

♦» Hermias in Platonis Phaeclrom, ,MS. quo^d by Gcfner in Orph. P. 406, 
a: d by Eeatly in his ep iftlc to Millstt 

fented,. 
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fented, as well as the phaenoniena fublequent to that event. 
But they are difficult to be precifely appropriated ; as not 
only the phenomenon itfelf, but the Deity, by vvliom it 
was inftituted, and the perfon, to whofe view it was 
principally exhibited, are often referred to under the fame 
lymbol. Thus the author of the Orphic poetry fpeaks 
of Phanes as Eros, alfo as II^WToyoro?, and A<ovy- 

m He mentions likewife in the fame defcription 

t Avaxra, koli ANTATFHN doi^rihor 
which fignifies the merciful Lord or King^ and the refl>Ien- 
dent oppofed light ; that is, the refleded colours of the L is, 
which arife from their oppofition to the Sun. Great o!)- 
feurity has been brought upon this part of ancient mytho- 
logy, trom’ the names of thefe lymbols not being precifely 
adapted, nor uniformly preferved : for they varied in differ- 
ent parts : and fuffered great alterations from time. The 
name alfo of each hieroglyphic was given to the cliief per- 
fonage ; as the author of this poetry acknowledges : 

ovof s(r’gs '?r^o(rmv{jt,ia,g rp; bkx?ov 
nxm(S'x7rccs xaTcc mi^ov 'ggovoio. 

Hence among other titles he was ftiled Maneros, which fig- 
nified Lunus Cupido. Under this charadcr the Egyptians 

♦3 Dionufus under the name of TpieT»p<xoj ftiled Eros. 

Kspg AipwsTwp, 

OurgffnpoiToc Epeof, Orph. Hymn. 51* His ftcond mother was the Ark, 
ftiled UccpaxTr^ and M»T»p Qsuv- 
Macrobii Sacurnal. L. i. c. 18, 

Macrobii Saturnal. L. i. c. 18. exOrpheo de Phanetc. 

Z Z 2 


reverenced 
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reverenced a perfon who feems to have been the fame as 
Thamas or Thamuz : and his rites were attended with 
the like lamentations and dirges. They efteemed him a 
difciple of the Mufes, a great hulbandman, and the mventer 

of the plough. 

46 See Plutarch Ifis ct Ofiris : and Julius Pollux. 

Myo’wj' fJLoSmvs* L* 4-^ c. 7 ,* - 
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BARIS or BARIT, 

The B A R I T H, JT) 3 , of the SS; 

B E R O E of Nonnus, L. xli. 

* 


A ccording to the Grecian manner of ex- 
preflion, the facred (hip of Egypt was ftiled Baris, 
which was another name for the Ark or Thebah# 
I have taken notice, that from the inflexions, which the 
word is made to undergo in the Greek language, we may be 
afllired that it was originally rendered Barit. For the no- 
minatives have in numberlefs inftances fuffered a change in 
termination : and we mufl: neceflarily apply to the oblique 
cafes, in order to inveftigate the radix. The terms 

&c. can only be deduced from which 
the people of the eafl pronounced Bari^ Barith, and Berith. 
It was the name of the Ark, but fignified properly a covenant. 
It was alfo a name, by which Mount Ararat was fometimes 
diftinguiflied j as well as the temple of the Ark, upon that 
VoL. II. Zz3 eminence; 
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* eminence i and it related to the covenant made by God to 
man. 

We read in very early times of a Deity, Baal * Berith in 
Canaan ; who was worfhiped by the men of Shechem, and 
of no finall repute. This, I (hould think, was no other 
than the Arkite God ; with whole idolatry the Ifraelitcs in 
general were infeiled, foon after they were fettled in the 
land. The place is ftiled Beth Baal Berith, tie ’ temple of 
the God Berith,: where there appear to have been large 
offerings made, from the riches depofited within. Near Si- 
don was an ancient city, Berith or Barith, of the like pur- 
port ; and facredto the fame Deity. It was by the Greeks 
called Berytus ; and Ibmetimes by the poets Beroe; beingj 
as was fuppofed, fo denominated from a nymph of the 
ocean, who was the nurfe of Semele. Others make her a 
millrcfs of Dionufus. I have taken notice of Venus Archi- 
tis in Mount Libanus and the many memorials of the De- 
luge in thefe parts j and of the worfliip in conlequence of 

* Tm Strabo. L. ii. p. 803. 

* And it came to pafs as foon as Gideon was dead^ that the children', of Ifrael 
turned again^ and went a whoring after Baalim^ and made Baal Berith their Cod, 
Judges. C. 8. V. 33. 

3 And (the men of Shechem) (Abimclech) threefcore and ten pieces of fil- 

ler out of Beth Baal Berith. Judges. C. 9. v. 4. 

And when all the men of the tower of Shechem beard that^ (how the lower city 
was taken) they entered into an hold of the boufe (Beth) of the God Berith— and 
all the people likewife cut down every man bis bought and followed Ahimelech^ and put 
them to the hold^ and fet the hold on fire upon them : fo that all the men of the 
tower of Shechem died alfo^ cdfout a thoufand men and women. Judges. C. 9. 
V. 46—49. 

The tower of Berith* It was the fame as Bceroth near Hai, mentioned Jo- 
fliua. C. 9. V. 17. a city of the Gibconites. 

4 them 
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them at Afcalon, Gaza, Sidon, Hierapolis, &c. The fame 
rites undoubtedly prevailed in this place ; which was ftilcd 
Barith, from being the city of the Ark. Nonnus fuppofcs 
the ancient and true name of this city to have been Beroe 
and that it was changed to Berytus by the Romans. But 
this is a great miftake : for the ancient name was Barit or Be- 
rit and it was called Berytus by the Greeks, before the Ro- 
mans were acquainted with that part of the world. Under the 
character however of Beroe, which is by him foppofed to be 
the fame as Barit, he manifeftly alludes to the Ark and De- 
luge, and to the covenant afterwards made with man. He 
fpeaks of Beroe as coeval with the world: for all hiflory,. 
and time itfelf according to the Grecians commenced from, 
the aera of the Ark. 

’ Tll>u)To<p(x.prjg Be^oj) ttsKs (Tvy^^opog ^Xixi Ko<r^w, 
o-^iyomo p^wvvfJLogy [xsTCLVCt^ixi 
*T<sgj Avtroym vmrri'ix (peyyecc 
Bri^vTov KaXsH<n, 

He fpeaks of her as a nymph, who had the whole ocean 1 
for her pofleflionj the feat of juftice,. from whence all laws 
were derived 

* They ftilcd it the aira of Inachus. Uatira. 7r«?’'EAA»<r< ^rfa^n 

KTo Tuv Eufeb. Chron. P. 24. 1- 55‘ 

Oanes appeared ey Tpurv Altxand. Polyhift. apud Eufeb. Chron. 

P- 6. for time cotnmetKed from his appearance. 

T»5 'EAAm'/xw AUO INAXOr APFEIOT: the meaning: 

of which is from Noah the Arkite. Ocell. Lucanus. L. i. c. 3. 

' Nonni Dionyf. L. 41. p. 1074. v. 3. 


Uonoy. 
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‘ Tlovroy e(Jiov e^vov ots^ijlovcc, (zsi^ova. yaiijf. 

— VKpoBvrog 

'H^yi crKYiTTT^ov £p^sf, Bg^oj) K^oaog £%£ ^a7vacr(r»]5. 

^ Bg^oi) ^£ rjviot, 

He afterwards I'peaks of this perfonage in terms which are 
only applicable to the Ark, and cannot pofllbly be referred 
to any other fubjedt. 

* | 3 i 8 , 'xroXiodv t^o^o?, ev)(p; ava/dTwv^ 

lJ^biTO(panig, oLimog ofjLotTTTO^s, <rvv^^ovs fcoTfxSy 
'’Eo^o-vov 'E^jUSiao, ^tKi^g Trs^ov, ctg'v $SfJH^0t}V — 
O^'^ofMSvog yx^ncfSVy Ai^xvYii^og a?^ov aps^Jif, 

T»]8-yo$ i<rosrn§ogy oiJioS'^o[xog Q.KsxmOy 
’Og Ez^oriv £^vrsv<rBv gw 7ro?^V7ri$'a.yj Trxg'uiy'" 
tKfjLccXsoicriv ofj,iKri(ra,g vfjLsvouoigy 
'Hvxs^ Afji,vfji.(*:vr,v sre(pr\[jLi(TBVy bvts s 
’T^^Y jXYjg (piMrrfTog vTfo^^v^irj tbkbv bvv^. 

I have before obferved, that one lymbol, under which the 
ancient mythologifts reprefented the Ark, was an egg, called 
Ovum Typhonis. Over this fometimes a Dove was fup- 
pofed to have brooded, and to have produced a new crea- 
tion. It was alfo reprefented by a figure of the new 
® moon, and hence called Meen, Menes, Manes, A^- 
•^OLiog and A^miog, In the temple of the Diofeouri in La- 
conia there was fufpended a large hieroglyphical Egg* 

* Nonni Dionyf. L. 42. p. 1106^ 

’ Nonni Dionyf. L. 41. p, 1074, v. 30. 

® Nonni Dionyf. L. 41. p. 1060. v. 13^ 

^ Sec the plate with the reprefentation of Dcus Lunus Ovatus Carrhenorum. 

*• Paufanias. L. 3. p. 247, 

0 
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This egg was fometimes attributed to Leda, and rometrmes 
to Nemefis the Deity of juftice. " ‘Pap8^, ^niJLog Arvmiy 
TJ) Ng^gtrsi 0 Zsvg (rvi/£Ka^£v^n(rsVy ^rig bteksvII^ov. 
This egg the poets fuppofed to have been hatched by Leda ; 
whence the AioCK'S^oiy Diofeouri, were produced. At other 
times a ferpent was deferibed round it ; cither as an emblem 
of that Providence, by which mankind was preferved ; or 
clfe to hgnify a renewal of life from a ftate of death ; 
which circumftance was denoted by a ferpent : for that 
animal, by annually carting its fkin, was fuppofed to re- 
new its life, and to become pofitis novus exuviis, vegete 
and frefh after a ftate of inadlivity. By the burrting of 
this egg was denoted the opening of the Ark ; and the dif- 
clortng to 'light whatever was within contained. Nonnus 
has fomething fimilar to this. The ark, fraught with tlie 
whole of animal life, and tofled about by an unruly flood, 
is dclcribed under the charadler of Beroc in labour : to 
vvliofc delivery Hermes the chief Deity adminiflered. 

"Schol. in Callimach. Hymn, ad Dianam. V. 232. Ram Nous is J //sq 
K oos or Noas, froip whom the diftrid): was named. The reft of tlie fable is 
eafily decyphered. To TwS'oi^mv (mi') 61 7rcmra.t Kfy-i<nv ctro.g,'jya,t. 

Plut. Sympos. L. 2. p. 637. 

riccoToyovov xcc?^^co Si(pvv^ fxtyav^ ui^e^GTrhccyTovj 
i^oyevr,^^ 

— ymariv Mocxccgccvy ^wrcoi ' t Orphic. Hymn. 5. 

The Baris was reprefented by an egg : and the maS w S thofc egg- 
like buildings in the Grecian Hippodromes, were called Barides by Vitruvius. 

“ Koo-^or pMAsy.evci (ci Aiyvn-rioi) ypce-^xi, Ognf fn 

f; a'jTov TO ccipeii ctTToS'utra.i' Horapollo. L. c. 2. p. 4 ’ The chief Arkiie 
p.'ilonage was, from the Ark, denominated A^xaros, Aicas, Argas, Argus, 
and 1 e was for the reafons given deferibed as a ferpent. Hence we read of 
A^yx!, Ogu?, in Hefyehius, which is remarkable. 

VoL. II. 3 A 
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” Eig Bs^oyjs f/.oyog'oxos r)?ivdsv ‘EfjULrig. 

At ike fame time the whole earth is faid to have been 
wafli^ with the falutary waters of the ocean i which was 
an introduction to equity and juftice. 

Tp (Te Aop^etiojotgr)) TT^wTayygAo? sicreri $B<r(JLwy 
£lKsa,vog KB’^mov i^vi Kocr^a, 

Agvaw TgAa|U,wv< p(^gwv 

He next mentions the approach of an ancient and refpeCtable 
perfon, called iEon. He was a prophet ; and had now, 
like the ferpent, renewed his youth, and been wafhed in 
the waters of juftice. On this account he took off the veil 
of equity, the bandage, and covering, under which Beroci 
had been before her delivery confined. 

Xe§<n (Tg yrj^sxAirjonn eg ol^itoks 

liitoL^ycLvoLy TTETrAct (3<x>)f, ave>i8(pi(rs (rwr^opog Aimy 

Mctmg e7rs(r(ro(jLemVy ot( yri§otog cf^Sog ctjU-g/iSwy, 

‘£2? opg oL^^CLvem TTrsi^YifJLo, Tm^agy 

EMFIAAIN 'HBHSEIE, Ke?^8fjLsvog (ie<T^m. 

Her labour now being paft, 

^on came near, the fage of ancient days : 

JEon, a prophet fam’d ; who gently reach’d 


Nonnus. L, 41. p. 1060. v. 31. 

Nonnus. L. 41. p- io 52 , v* 15. 

Deucalion, the firft of men, was ftiled Protogonus 5 and he had alfo from the 
fymbol of the ferpent the name of Opus, Serpens. The city Opus in Locris 
was certainly named in memory of him : and it was on that account farther 
denominated in the feminine, U^coTo^^oye^xs Pindar. Olymp. Od. 9 ' 
P, 87. and 89. The people alfo were faid to have been defeendants of Deucalion. 
See Scholia ibid, 

His^ 
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His aged hand to Beroe , and withdrew 
The veil of juftice, which obfcur’d her brow : 

Then loofen’d all her ^nds. iEon had fecn 
Age after age in long fucceflion roll : 

But like a ferpent, which has call his fkin, 

Rofe to new life in youthful vigour ftrong. 

Such the reward, which Themis gave the man, 
Wafli’d in her healing waters. 

This is a very remarkable allulion, in which the Patriarch 
is plainly figured under the type of time growing young 
again : and where every circumftance is fignificant. To this 
renovation of the world the Orphic verfes allude, when it 
is faid of Rhea, 

'HJg rouav re, kxi Ov^ctvov sv^vv srixTev. 

Upon Beroe, whom Nonnus ftiles both Paphie, and 
KvSs^SiCiy being delivered, there was an immediate joy 
through the creation. Every animal teftified its gladnefs. 
The lion ramped ; the pard fported ; the neighing of the 
horfe was heard : none of them betrayed any ferity ; but 
gamboled, and played with the greateft innocence, and af- 
feftion. 

Ka< uha, T£Ks(r(nyomo [zcidonsg 
0»)^£$ s^oLH'^evovTo* Agwv h th acT^ov 
XeiT^'i j](rTa^£To Tay^a, 

A)C§(fTs^ois s'O^aTfiO'iri fiAov [Mtcri&iMOv laAAwj'. 

"Orphic Fragttt^nt. P. 403. 

" Nonnus. L. 41. p. 1062. 

3 A 2 Ka< 
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Kcu ^oLfohirav STrjppjjavwy ottKoli^;. 

’lz%og OLvsK^oTccKi^Sy yeve&Kiov rf^op- a^ao'crwj/. 

KcCl TToSog V’^1%0^010 $0^V S7rt6»)TO^t 7P0t\[JLU3 

JJct^^ciT^ig ouoT^opcfyrog sTrscr/Ki^Tj^crg Aayww* 

Q,§vy/ig o?^oXvy(j[.ct •^sm (pi?\.o7rcny[Jt,ovi Aa/jU-w,. 

A^^VTTTQig ysvv£<T(ri KvKog. Tr^oTTtrv^ouro TToiiJLPYiP. 

Ka< Tig m ^v7\oyom Kitcoop X£fj(.a.^O(riroop uy^riu 

AKKop g^wv yXvxvp oig-^op dfXiTJ^rm yp^sii^ 

£§i^0LiV£ Kvm ^TiTct^fMOPi xaT^w. 

Kcu TPoSag o^^oocacrcty TTg^iTrAgp^^giira (Jg Jg/^)i, 

A^KTog cL^r^KYfTta ^ot.^ixA't\y if/KOLTcroLTo h<Tix(a. 

Hyxi/a (5g )tv^u(ra<ra. <piX£‘^iop ctyTvya.. Ko^TYjg 

tlo^Tig a.v£(rKi^Tr\<Ts hixug hi'^wTcc Aga^yai’,. 

*HpTSA£f IXUfCPifJLOL PBm 'TBfJLTPiKrOL ysPBim, 

Kai <pt?i£m B?^E(poLvrf ^§a,xup s’^avsp o^oPTm. 

Kcli ^^vsg B<p^sy^uPTo‘ yahr^potiw (Tg tc^otuttm 

HS'a()a ^rgjiATrg ysAwra (pihofJLfXBi^rig A<p^oJtT»), 

'TB^TTOfjLBvri o^awcra XB’^mx Tcxiypia, 

The Ark was certainly looked upon as the womb of nature ; 
and the delcent from it as the birth of the world. Noah 
and all of the animal creation with him, had been for a long 
time inclofed in a ftate of obfcurity. Gn this account the 
Genius of the Ark, under the charader of Rhea and Cy- 
bele, is by Lucretius ftiled Magna DeAm mater, mater* 
que Ferarw/i. The opening, the door of their prifon houfe, 
and their enlargement was efteemed a fecond iffuing to life. 

L.. 2 , V. 598 . 


Hence, 
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Hence, when the ancients formed a genius or daemon from 
every circumftance in mythology, they fuppofed the genius of 
the Ark to prefide over the^birth, under the name of Lucina, 
Diana, Juno, and of a Goddefs particularly ftiled IIPOGT- 
PAIA, or the Goddefs of the door, 

jttoi, w ^sct, ‘XoXvmvixe Axifjiovj 

TTOi^sircc vsoui hriTuv 

KAg/Ja^’, BvctmTSy <pi?^or^Q(ps 7ra<ri Tf^orm?) 
Eihsi^vtct T^acra, Trom hvoLU sv avayKaig. 

Mmv «rs kolK^<ti heyoiy aya^ay^a* 

Ey yoL§ coi roKSTm Xv(Ti7C^^mg £i<nv ay/a<, 

A§r$[Jt,ig EiMi^viUy m >5 o-gp*] U§oh§xia.. 

The deli^^ery of Beroe was manifeftly the opening of the 
Ark; and nothing can reprefent more happily, than the 
defcription does above, the rout of animals firft burning 
from their place of confinement, and fliewing every fign of 
gladncfs upon their enlargement. Their gamboling and 
joy is undoubtedly a juft reprefentation ; and their forbear- 
ance and gentlenefs founded in truth. For there muft have 
been an interval, e’er they returned, to their natural ferity : 
fome fpace for the divine influence ftill to reftrain them ; 
by which they had been hitherto withheld : othcrvvife, it 
they had been rendered immediatelv favage, whole fpccics 
of animals would have been deftroyed. Though Nonnus 
is a rambling writer, and unacquainted with method, or 
fcheme ; yet he is fometimes happy in his rcprcfeniaiions : 
and this defcription is undoubtedly good. He meniioas 


’* Orphic Hymn.- 


that; 
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that there was a twofold Beroe ; one, — 

KOTi^ca (Tvy^ovQSy coeval with the world : this gave name to 
the other, a nymph in aftertimes, Nu]iL<p>]S o'^iyomo (ps§(t}vv~ 
fjLOi, He {peaks of them fbmetimes as two places : the one 
the work of Cronus, Y\y ayrof shtfxs', formed before 

the clouds were gathered in the heavens ; before the thunder 
rumbled j or the found of rain was heard : before the firjl 
cities upon earth were founded : 

Ou(3e (Tvi/s^'gpfjLSviav y$(pBm pof^l^w 

’B^oyrcKiti (Bot^vbyros BjBofijBssy »i%w. 

AAAa TtoXig Bs§pn TsAgr, riy (l(JLct yxii^ 

n^uTopo(,yriS BPOYiTiv ofxnT^iKx (TvpLtpvtos ctim. 

OTHOTE TAP202 EHN TEPYIMBPOTOS, 
OrnOTE ©HBH, 

OvTTOTS 7is TtoXi; ijgr Ap^ana?, ah kcu ayrjj 
Af^a<J);») Tr^sxrsXYiyog. 

In this “ defcription we may, I think, plainly fee the 
hiftory of the prototype ; which was not a city, but 
the original “ Beroe or Berith, from whence the other 
Beroe, ftiled alfo Berytus, was named. The whole of 
the forty-firft book in Nonnus is taken up with this fubje<9: ; 
wherein, under the reprefentation of Bacchus coming into 
the country about Libanus, and planting the vine, and in- 

Nonni Dionyf. L. 41. p, 1056. 

*• The hiftory of the Ark, and of the city denominated from it, arc by this 
poet continually confounded : yet the original hiftory is plain. 

»» Berith, from whence have been formed Beroe and Berytus, fignifies a co- 
venant ; and relates to the great covenant, which the Deity was plcafed to 
make with man j of which the bow in the cloud was a piemoriah 

5 troducing 
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troducing agriculture, he gives a true hiftory of the fons 
of Chus, who really came into thefe parts, and performed 
thefe things. They brought with them the traditions, of 
which I have been fpeaking. They founded the temple 
of Venus Architis; and built the city, which Nonniis 
ftiles Beroe, and Berytus, in memory of ” Berith, the 
Ark, and the covenant. But the poet fometimes mifap- 
plies the hiftory, and gives to the city what belonged more 
truly to the original, whence it w’as named. The Ark we 
know was the ultimate, from whence all things were to be 
deduced. All religion, law, and juftice, were from thence 
derived : particularly the feven Noachic precepts, which 
were fuppofed for fome ages to have obtained univerfally. 
To this memorable hiftory Nonnus more than once alludes ; 
but attributes the whole to the city Berytus ; from whence 
he makes juftice to be difpenfed over the face of the earth, 

B^vrog ^lOTOio yoT^rivccioio Tidrjvr) 

Toim o[jL 8 y mi T^ovroVy amiiirsi rsiyzi 
Asrsa 7Fv§y(j0T0L(ra, fjiict inoKig ag'sx }Co<t[^ 8 . 

This could not be true of Berytus, as a city ; for it never 
had that extenfive influence. It was not of more power, or 
eminence, than Byblus ; and far inferior to Sidon, and to- 
other cities in its neighbourhood. I cannot help thinking 
that Nonnus has confounded two cities, and two emblems, 
in thefe deferiptions. He through the whole fpeaks of Bc- 

« K«« Bfpovi (j.iviaiviv ewivfjioy Nonnus. L. 41. p. 1068. 

Nonnus. L. 41. p. 1076. 

roc 
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roe and Berytus, as the fame-; and thinks, that the names 
are of the fame purport. But I do not believe, that Bery- 
tus and Beroe were the fame. I take the latter to have been 
the city in Syria called Beroea, at no great diftance from the 
former. Both places were denominated from circumftances 
relating to the Ark ; and indeed from the fame objedl under 
different types. Berytus was named from Berith the cove- 
nant \ from whence Baal Berith had this title. But Beroe 
was fo called from the Ark being efteemed a bier, or tomb, 
Kcn (To^oi O(rifi^og. Moft of the fhrines in Egypt were 
looked upon in the fame light. In another place Nonnus 
feems to attribute thefe things more truly to the original 
Berith, which he reprefents as a nymph : and fays, that at 
her delivery the four winds wafted law and juftice through 
all the habitable parts of the earth. 

B’^vrKutra.no h fC8^.riv 
Te<r(ra.^si area Ttcinct ^iiTTTtsvoPTeg etj^ra;, 

E;c Bs^QYi; tvx youav oA»]y 7FhYi<TU)(n ^sfxifoov. 

He had above ftiled Berytus, (^moio Tidrivrj^ the nurfe or pa- 
rent of life : and of life, yaX)or>)OiO attended with a calm ; 
when peace and comfort took place. And he mentioned 
that from the fame quarter proceeded univerfal law, and 
equity. Thefe things could not relate to the city Berytus; 
but to the prototype the Ark, ftiled Berith, they are per- 
fedlly applicable : for from thence theft happy circumftances 
did proceed. He feems before, when he deferibed the la- 
bour of Beroe, to have alluded to the earth being in a ftate 

L. 41. p. 1062, 


of 
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of impurity, whofe foulnefs nothing Icfs than the ocean 
could purge away. 

T»i Jg Ko’^svofjLsvi^ — 

Q.K£a,vo5 Tfo^B yeviJiOi Xs'^uiov IHTI K02)M0T. 

There is in the fame poet another remarkable allufion to 
the Mofaic accounts of the Deluge. At the time of this 
calamity the earth was in a manner reduced to its chaotic 
ftate; all the elements being in confufion. The Ark pro- 
videntially weathered the ftorm ; and got rid of the gloom, 
with which it had been a long time opprelfed. At lall 
the Dove was fent out, which returned to the window of 
the Ark, and was through that opening taken in. All this 
we find mentioned in the hiftory of Beroe. 

Kvam? oLTretrsKTCLro Kum oyuKKrig, 

KAI XAE02 ZOOOESSAN ADESTTOEAIHE 
KAATHTPHN. 

n^WTl) Kvr^iv TFVXsmi 

E^ aAo?. 

Loft in the gloom of night fad Beroe lay ; 

But foon (hook off her dark Chaotic veil. 

And rofe again to light. She firft unbarr’d 
Her friendly window to the aufpicious Dove 
Returning from the fea. 

Nonnus was a native of Panopolis in Egypt ; and tha Dio- 
nufiaca of this poet are a rhapfody compiled from hiero- 

’5 L. 41, p. 1062. 

L. 41. p. 1036. 1058. 

By Kt/TTf/sis meant Venus, Oti'x‘, the fame as the Dove. 

VoL. II. 3 B 
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glyphical defcriptions : alfo from tranflations of antient 
hymns of that country. The fubftance of thefe he has 
taken and drefled up in the Grecian tafte ; but without any 
fyftem, or method. Some of the original Egyptian expref- 
fions are to be obferved in the^courfe of his reprefentations. 
The purport of thefe he did not precilely know; yet he has 
faithfully retained them ; and they fometimes contain mat- 
ter of ** moment. 

There are fome other verfes of this poet, of which I muft 
here make mention, as they contain an addrefs to Venus Cu- 
thereia, who rofe from the fea : and have many allufions to 
the Noachic Dove, to the new birth of the world, and the 
renovation of time and feafons. 

/ 3{8 Kvh^BlCty (pVTQTTfO^S, flOLlCL 

EAniS 'OAOT KQSMOIO, vzo vsvfJLctri 
AzXavssg KAfl0OT2I HOATTPOnA NHMATA 
MOIPAP 

Ef^0jU.sv>) ^B<TZi^y Kcti u; CioTOlo ri&yivi^y 

'Q.g r^o(po; A^avarwv, ug Tvyy^^ovog Ko<T^uiy 

EizSy TiH xtA, 

We find, that the thread of life had been interrupted ; but 
from the appearance of Venus, the Dove, it was renewed by 
the Fates, and carried on as before. They are the words 
of Harmonia to Venus, wherein among other things fhc is 
inquiring, in what place equity refided ; and whether Bc- 
roe was not the feat of juftice. 

Siuh i'.re xAuTiXf ^xtoty TCTrAa tTr-tw , reoirtiy iyix dea/xioy, 

xo'.uH, /5iw, AsAyjufejis otifixai 

*9 L. 41. p. J070. 
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Root of all life, great vegetative Pow’r, 

The world’s late confolation, by thy Iiand 

All things were brought to light ; and at thy word 

The Fates renew’d their long neglected toil. 

Oh ! tell me, for thou knovv'fl: : tiiy foflering care 
Saved the great founders of the human race 
Amid the wreck of nature : Power fupremc, 

Say, in what favourite fpot, what happy clime, 

Has Juftice fix’d her feat ? To thee I fuc, 

To thee, coeval with the mundane frame. 

The ancients were in general materialifts, and thought 
the world eternal. But the mundane fyfteni, or at Icaft the 
hiftory of the world, they fuppofed to commence from the 
Deluge. This, as I have before obferved, was their ulti- 
mate : and the firft idolatry next to Zabaifm feems to have 
been founded upon traditions oi this event. It confifted in 
the worfhip of the Archite Deity under the fymbol of a 
Dove, called Cupris, lonah, Ginas, Venus. Of this Epi- 
charmus very truly takes notice in fpeaking of the worihip 
in the firft ages. 

Oudg rii r^v Ksmiriv A^ii^ ovh 

Ov^s "Zsv? (3a(r<Agyf, oyJg K^ovog^ ov^s no(re<Jwy, 

AAAa KvTT^ig j3a(r<A£/a. xtA. 

People knew not yet 
The God of armies, nor the din of war. 

Jove, and his fire, and he who rules the main, 

Did not exift : no Deity was own’d, 

Save Cupris, Queen of Heaven, 

30 Athsenaus. L. 12. p. 510. 
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The perfbns however, who were lliled Baalim, had a great 
regard paid to their memory, which at laft degenerated into 
a moll idolatrous veneration. 


VARIOUS 
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VARIOUS TYPES. 


SEIRA, CUPSELIS, MELITTA, 
RHOIA, R I MM ON, SIDE, MA- 
CON : alfo of S C U P H O S, H I P P O S, 

and the lacred Conteft. 

« 

A S all the great occurrences of old were reprefented 
by hieroglyphics ; and as thefe were at times va- 
rioufly exhibited; we may in confequence of it 
perceive many different emblems, which manileflly relate 
to the fame hiffory. The Ark in particular was defevibed 
under various fymbols ; and there is a fragment of the Or- 
phic poetry, quoted by Natalis Comes, where it is fpoken of 
as an hive, and called Seira, or the hive of K enus. 

" ‘Tpsojagy TroKvmvfxov A(p^oyBPeir,g, 

Kai TtTfytiV (/.ByothYiv ^ct<ri?^tii0Py jj? aTo TtctvTs? 

AdoLVOLTOly TTS^OSnSiy avsb Acts'!] (Tay E^C<)T£S. 


’ L. 6, p. 313. 


Let 
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T^et us cehhrate the hive of V enus^ njoho rofe from the fea : 
that hive of many names: the mighty fountain^ from whence 
oH khtgs are (hefcended ; from whence all the winged ajtd im~ 
snortul Loves were again produced. Some interpret Xsi^Xy 
Seirn, a chain\ bccaufe it fo occurs in the common accepta- 
tion ; and many ot the ancients allude to this hiftory under 
a myflcrious notion of a chain. It certainly has this hgnifi- 
cation : but the context in thefe verfes fliews that it cannot 
be undei flood lo here. We learn from Hel^’chius, that Seira 
among other interp'etations lignihed Melitta, a bee ; alfo an 
hive, or houfe of Melitta ‘ MeXiTTu, r; [xsXirrrji onto';. 

Such is the (eaie ol it in this paflage: and the Ark was 
thus reprefented in the ancient mythology, as being the 
receptacle, from whence ilihed that fwarm, by* which the 
world was peopled. It was therefore truly fliled 
the fountain, ri; ottro Ttans; ccifS^Kct^riiTctv E^oorsg ; from 
whence the Loves, by which is meant the lonim, were again 
produced ; all the fuppofed fons of Eros and Idnah, who had 
been in a flate of death. The Seira is the fame in purport 
as Baris, Theba, Cibotus, Aren, Larnax, Besotus; and 
hence ftiled 2ei^a TToXvuvvfXo;, or Seira with many names. 

It may feem flrange tiiat the Greeks Ihould be lb igno- 
rant in refpedl to their own mythology : yet it is manifeft, 
that they were greatly miftaken. Of this we have a nota- 
ble inftance in the term, about which we are treating. 
Both * Theopompus and Hellanicus thought that by Seira 
was meant a chain : and as the ancient name, AKfxuv, Ac- 

^ Fulgentii Mytholcg, L. i. c. 2. p. 630. 
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mon occurred often in their hiftory, they interpreted this an 
anvil. In confequence of which they defcnbcJ Idnah, or 
Juno, as bound with fetters, and fulpcnded between heaven 
and earth, with an anvil at her feet. This notion is as old 
as ’ Homer. Yet, however authorized by antiquity, it is 
founded on a miftake; and we may be allured, that by 
Scira was meant a hive ; and Acmon was a title given to 
the Cyclopian Deity, the fame as Nilus, Ouranus, and Ofi- 
ris ; of whom I have fpoken ^ before. 

From what has preceded we may perceive, that Seira 
was no other than Damater, the fuppofed mother of man- 
kind ; who was alfo ftiled Melitta, and Melifla ; and was 
looked upon as the Venus of the eaft. It was properly a 
facred receptacle ; whence it is by Hefyehius above ftiled 
MsXiTTrj? oiKO?y the temple or houfe of Melitta. This Deity 
was the fame as Mylitta of the Babylonians and Arabians, 
who is mentioned by * Herodotus as enjoying among thofc 
nations joint honours with Dionufus. 1 he priefts of the 
Seira were called Melittse, and MelilTaj, from this Deity, 
whom they worlhipcd ; and the votaries in general had that 
appellation. Many colonies went abroad under this ajipel- 
lation ; and may be plainly traced in different parts ot the 
world : but the Grecians have fadly confounded the hillo- 
rics, where they are mentioned, by interpreting Melilfae 

» Iliad. O. V. 20. Iliad, 0 . V. 25. 

Vol. I. p. 514. Actnon, like Almon, related properly to the God Lunus. 
Ac-Mor> fignified illuftris Dm Lunus i and from hence came the conrxxion be- 
tween Acmon and Scira. 

’ L. 1. c. 131. c. 199. 
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hees. ® Philoftratus mentions, that, when the Athenians 
fciit their firft colony to Ionia, the mufes led the way in the 
form of bees. And Herodotus fays, that all the northern 
fide of the Danube was occupied by ^ bees. When the 
liKohcrd Comatas was inclofed in an Ark, ® bees were 
fuppofed to have fed him. Jove alfo upon mount Ida was 
faid to have been nourifhed by ’ bees. When the temple 
at Delphi was a fecond time eredled, it was built by bees ; 
who compofed it of wax, and feathers, brought by Apollo 
from the Flypcvbrreans. buch are the Grecian accounts ; 
but the MelifTo;, thus interjucted, were certainly priefts and 
priefteffes of the Ark, liii- .1 ■'^cira, flieba, Helene, and Dama- 
ter. When Pindar mendo .s MsAicr Jo; xsAaJbv, the 

fl 

voice of the Delphic MeltJJ'.i ; th.e Scholiaft tells us, that the 
MelifTce were the prieftelics of Damater ; and that, accord- 
ing to fome writers, all the lemale attendants of that God- 
defs were fo called. And hefaither odds, that thefe were the 
perfonsy who firjl cultivated the Jruits of the earth \ and 
taught mankind agriculture ; by which they weaned them 
from their foul attd utittatural repajls. Conformably to 

this 

® >'y^vTQ T f eiici jx^Xin-rrm'. Icon. L. 2. p. 793. 

C d'Ti. ycxTi^^jJcri tcc Td L. 5. c. ZO. 

® 1 IiLocrit. Idyll. 7 v. Hi. 

’ Call'.ii'iach. Hymn, in Jov. V. 50. 

l^uilan. L. 10. P. 810. UTTO fxO\i(rc 0 i>r) Tov vxgv. 

P)th. Ode 4. p. 239. xrX. The 

Scliuliad: upon I'hc-ocritus in like manner fays, Ta5 huf as (or, as fome read, 
auT'n- ( .1 >5.-) Kai Mt/./c2(7aS XtytoLcci. Idyll. 15, v. 94. 

AXAi}AG(p<x') Lay, Ibid, 
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this we learn alfo from Porphyry, that the ancients called 
the attendants upon Damatcr Meliflae ; and farther 
re — MfiAicrcrav SKOLhovv : they likewife called Selene Melijfa, 
From hence, I think, we may be certain, that by Mclifla 
was meant the Deity of the Ark ; which was rcpre- 
fented under the fymbol of Seira, the hive ; by Hefychius 
rendered MeXiTTYig oiKog. And we may be farther affured, that 
all thefe fables about bees related to colonies of the Melif- 
feans; who fettled in different parts, and performed all, that is 
mentioned. At the fame time I make no doubt, but that 
the bee was an hieroglyphic, by which Melitta was dc- 
feribed : and it is to be found as a ficrcd, and provincial, 
emblem upon coins, which were flruck at places, where fhc 
was worfhiped. But the Greeks did not properly diftinguifh 
between the original and the fubftitute; and from thence 
thefe miftakes arofe. The Meliffas were certainly female 
attendants in the Arkite temples, who ufed to fing the fi- 
cred hymns. Hence Damater, and Perfephone had the ti- 
tle of MsAiTTwJ'ij? from thefe fongs made to their honour. 
Homer, fpeaking of a n^yfterious grotto, facred to the 
nymphs in Ithaca, by which was meant an ancient Aikitc 
Petra, among other circumflances mentions, 

£yOa. sT^iiTOL Ts(/Cii^ceo'<r8(ri MgAitrcTKi. 

Thefe words the commentators apply literally to bees. 


>.rc.a^rcc Ex Sexto Empirico Orphica. Vide fragmenta Orphei apud 

Hefner. P. 378. , 

•4 De Antro Nymphar. P. 261. c. i. Ka« t«« .e/)fta 5 -MeA«r^«s 

'.raAawi f)caAoui'. XeMym- Tf— exaAmyr. , ^ 

‘5 Odvff. K. V. 106. It ftoodin the harbour facred to the God Phorcun. 

Vou II. 3 C 
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But the whole is a myftery, which probably Homer did 
not underftand. Thebotha, 0)fi?w^a, from whence the 
ftrange word Tsdon^aa-a-scrt is formed, lignifies de Ari . ; as 
we may learn from Clemens Alexandrinus : and the terms 
T£^a»/3wa'(raff'< MgXia'O'ai relate to a temple, where the Me- 
lifl® of Damater fang hymns in memory of the Ark Theba, 
called alfo Thebotha. 

The Ark was likewife ftiled Cupfelis, KyvJ/gAj?, a word 
of the fame purport as Seira. At Corinth was a family 
named Cuplelidae, who were originally priefts of the Ark ; 
and who firft introduced the fymbolical rites of it into that 
city. Cupfelus, the father of Periander, was of this order : 
upon which account Paulanias fuppoles, that thefe rites 
commenced with ‘^him. He accordingly attributes to him 
many interefting circumftances of antient hiftory, to which 
he had no title. But Paulanias lived many centuries after 
the father of Periander ; and might eallly mifapply this hif- 
tory, which was fo much prior in time. The perfon alluded 
to was fuppofed to have been expofed in an ark upon the 
waters, and miraculoufly ** prefcrved. This Ark was called 
Cupfelis, Kti'^/gXif, and Ky^/gAi) ; which Hcfychius terms 
a bee- hive, ttT^sktov ayysiov MsKio'ruv: Ky4'g?v<Jgf, 

(paTVCti, In memory of the perfon preferved it was ufual to 
carry machines of this fort, and dedicate them in differ- 
ent temples. Paufanias mentions one, which had been 

“ Tny KipcDTov — 0 >jf<y 6 ct xcc?iyjLUvyiy, Clemens. Strom. L. 5. p, 667. Ic 
feems to have been an ancient Chaldaic term. 

T}j$ fAiv Ttf to cctt cc^th y€voc it ovGfjia^i frivol Ku* 

'Tr)v Aapaxa ts O^jjjxTriav ave^co-o^y, Paufan. L, 5, P, 419. 

»* See Chryfollom. Orat. ii. p. 163, 
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made a prefent to the Deity at Olympia by the peo- 
ple of ’’ Corinth. It had an infcription in ancient cha- 
raders, which were written both from the right, and from 
the left, after the manner called This was not 

fafhioned like a hive, though ftiled Cupfelis ; but was in 
the fhapc of an Ark, or box. Ta$ h Kct^voim 01 tots 
sxx?^8V Kogtvdioi T^e Corinthians in thofe times 

called an Arh, or chejl, Cupfelis ; which alfo fignified an 
hive. This machine was made of cedar; and dedicated 
on account of the great deliverance, which Cupfelus had 
experienced from the waters. The Corinthians feem to 
have preferved many memorials of this event. Palaemon 
and the Dolphin, and the ftory of Arion, have both the 
fame reference. Palaemon was the fame as Dionufus, the 
fame alfo as *' Hercules : of which Hercules the Poets men- 
tion a tradition that he was upon a time preferved m the 
body of a Cetus. All thefe emblematical reprefentations 
related to the fame great event. As the Melittae, and Melifla;, 
were priefteffes of Melitta; the Cupfelides of the Cupfelis ; 
fo I imagine that the Seirenes were priefteffes of the Seira, 
called Seiren ; and that all thefe terms related to the ark. 
The Seirenes, were celebrated for their fongs ; bc- 

caufe they were of the fame order as the Melilfej who were 
greatly famed for their harmony. We have feen above, 
that when the Meliff® conduded a colony to Ionia, they 
were efteemed the fame as the ’* Mufes. 

I have 


Paufan. L. 5. p. 420, 

*• Paufan. L. 5. p. 420. 

** naAai/u.&)r,'H^ax.Aw'. Hcfych. 

Lycophron. V. 33. and Scholia* 

The Scirens had certainly fomc relation to 

^ C2 


the Ark and Dove. 
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I have mentioned, that the Ark was looked upon as the 
mother of mankind, and ftiled Da Mater: and it was upon 
this account figured under the femblance of a pomegranate. 
This fruit was named Rhoia, *Poia ; and as it abounds with 
feed, it was thought no improper emblem of the Ark, 
which contained the rudiments of the future world. From 
hence the Deity of the Ark was named Rhoia, which fig- 
nified a pomegranate, and was the Rhea of the Greeks. 
The ancient Per flans ufed to have a pomegranate carved 
upon the top of their walkingfticks and feepters : un- 
doubtedly on account of its being a facred emblem. What 
is alluded to under the charader of the Goddefs Rhoia, 
or Rhea, is very plain from her imputed attribute. 

'Vein, roi NOEPf2N MAKAPf2N Tneiyri rs, po/j ts* 
IlavTwv yap KohTromv 0 L(p^ag' 0 (i 

y&vecLV stti tcclv t^o’^shtclv, 

HorvoL 'Psa, hyarr,^ TL^uroysyoiOy 

Mrirr:§ fXYjV ts &scoy, j]^s dvriTuv oLv&^UTfuVy 
EA^s, ^CL'mi^cL S-ga, troorri^ioi. 

The Pomegranate was not only called Rhoia, and Rhea, 
but alfo Rimmon. Rimmon lingua fanda malum puni- 
cum fignilicat, et Venerem denotari putat N. Serrarius. It 
was reverenced under this name in Syria ; and was held fa- 

Coronea they were reprefented upon the fame ftatue with Juno. Paufanias fays, 
that the Goddefs held them in her hand. L. 9. p. 778. He ftilcs it 

apy'xiov. — S^ iiTL iif^ Xitpm'au 

Herodotus. L. i. c. 195. 

•5 Orphic Frag. 34. p. 395. 

Orphic Hymn. 13, p. 204. 

Scldcn de Diis Syris. Synt. 2. p. 254. 
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cred in Fgypt. Achilles Tatius mentions an ancient tem- 
ple at Pelufium, in which was a ftatue of the Deity, ftiled 
Zeus Cafius, holding this ** myderious fruit in his hand. We 
may from hence infer, that he was upon Mount Cafius vvor- 
fliiped in the fame attitude ; and the God Rimmon, mentioned 
by the facred writers, was probably reprefented in the like 
manner. Peter Texeira in his travels through Mefopotamia 
mentions his coming to two round mounts not far from 
Ana upon the Euphrates. They were called by the na- 
tives Ruman hen ; which, he fays, fignified the two pome- 
granates. It was probably their ancient name, the fame as 
Rimmon ; and had been given of old upon account of the 
worfhip there obferved. He faw two others of the fame fi- 
gure at no great diflance. 

Another name for the Pomegranate was ’'Side: of which 
name there was a city in Pamphylia. This place was un- 
doubtedly fo denominated from the rites of the Ark, and 
the worlhip of the Dove,' Dione; whofe myfterics were 
accompanied with the rites of fire. The city was fituated 
upon a branch of that vaft ridge called Taurus : and its 
hiftory is taken notice of by the Poet Feftus Avienus, 

*8 Ss T/iy xcct e^ei 'Voiccy Tri; <Pe Potai 0 ?\.cyof 

Achilles Tatius. L. 3 p. 167. 

2 Kings. C. 5. V. 18. There were many places in Syria and Canaan, 
which feem to have been denominated from this hieroglyphic. Mention is made 
in J(>fhua of the city Rimmon in the tribe of Simeon : We alfo read of Kn- 
Rimmon, Gath-Rimmon, and the mourning of Hadad-Rimmon in the valley 
of Megiddo. See Jofh. C. 19. v. 7, Nehcmiah. C, ii. v, 29. Jofli. C, 19. 

45. Zachariah. C. 12, v. 1 1. 

Texeira’s Travels. C. ix. 

8* poioLu Hefych. 
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** Surgunt ibi culmina Tauri 
Pamphylise in fines; hoc idem Cragus habetur 
Nomine fub gentis : prope celfam furgit in^arcem 
Prifca Side : fomes calidis adoletur in aris 
Sffipe Dionjeae Veneri. 

The Boeotians retained this ancient name, and called a 
pomegranate Side, as we learn from Agatharchides. 2i(Ja? 
(fe — Ta5 *Po<a5 mXii<n Bojmto/. They had alfo an aqua- 
tic, which from its refemblance they called by the fame 
name. There was likewife a city in Bceotia named Side ; 
probably founded, and denominated by the ancient Cad- 
mians, from their worlhip. It was faid to have been built 
by Side, the daughter of Danaus ; which hiftory may be in 
great meafure true: for by a daughter of Danaus is meant 
a prieftefs of Da Naus, the Ark, the fame as Da Mater. 
There is a hiftory mentioned by Arnobius of a king’s 
daughter in Phrygia, named Nana; who lived near the 
mountain, where Deucalion was fupjKjfed after the De- 
luge to have landed. She is faid to have found a pome- 
granate, which (he put into her bofom, and by its influence 
became with child. Her father fliut her up with an intent 
to deftroy her : but during her confinement fhe produced 
Atis, or Attis ; the perfbn, who firft inftituted the facred 
rites of Rhea, and Cubele, and who was looked upon as 
the fame as Apollo, Paufanias has a ftory fomewhat fimi- 

3 * V. 1012. 

31 Athcnacus, L, 14. p. 650. 

3^ ii (fvTov Po/o. Athcnacus ibid. 

lar, 



The Analysis op Ancient Mythology, 383 

lar, but with many additional circumftances : from all which 
we may perceive that it was an ancient “ tradition, and re- 
lated to an hiftory of confequence ; but taken from feme 
allegorical defeription, when the terms were imperfedlly 
underftood. In many countries, where the people were 
unacquainted with the Rhoia, they made ufe of the ’’ Poppy 
for the fame emblem : and it is accordingly found with 
ears of wheat, and other fymbols, upon coins and marbles, 
where Juno, Venus, Mithras, and other Deities are com- 
memorated. To whom it originally related may be known 
from its name. The Poppy was by the ancient Dorians 
ftiled Mujccicv, Macon. Now Ma, and Mas, among the Amo- 
nians fignified water, and with fome latitude the fca. Ma- 
Con denoted the Deity worfhiped under the name of Pofei- 
don j and fignified Marinus Deus, five Rex aquarum. The 
fruit was denominated from the God, to whom it was fa- 
cred. It is obfervable that Feftus Avienus in the paflage 
above ftiles the city in Pamphylia prifea Side. This is a 
tranllation of the Greek word : which term in this 

place, as well as in many others, did not, I imagine, relate 
to the antiquity of the city : for it was probably not fo an- 
cient as Tarfus, or Sidon, or as many cities in the eaft. But 

Arnobius. L. 5. p. 158* 7 - P* • 1 1 

“Nana feems to be a miftake for Naoa : though the Patr.arcli docs appear 

to be fometimes alluded to under the name of Nun, ^^ich is not much unlike 
Nana. Epiphanius mentions fome heretics, who worlhiped Idal-Baoth. This 
was either a place or a machine, where the holy man Nun was fuppofed to have 
been born under the femblance of a ferpent. See Lilius Gyrald. Syntag. . . p. 72. 
See alfo Origen contra Celfum. L. 6 . p. 294, * 9 ^' 

See Gruter. infeript. P. 33 - "• ‘O- 

4 ^ 
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by Archaia Side was meant the Arkite city. Arcg, Ar- 
eas, Argus, all fignified the. Ark : and Archaia betokened 
any thing, that had a relation to it. But as the Ark and 
Deluge were of the higheft antiquity in the mythology of 
Greece ; and every thing was deduced from that period j 
Archaia from hence came to fignify any thing very ancient ; 
and Archa, A^p^^a, the beginning. As Damater was the 
fame as Rhoia, we find, that the pomegranate was the only 
fruit, which did not appear at her altar in ** Arcadia. This, 
I imagine, was owing to its being the exprefs emblem of 
the Deity ; and too rnyfterious to be prefented, as an of- 
fering. 

Cubela was another name of this Deity, who is men- 
tioned as the mother of the Gods. She had on Her head a 
tower or city ; to ihew that all nations were derived from 
her. Cubeba was the fame Deity; or rather, they were 
both places, where thofe Deities were worfliiped : for places 
were continually fubftituted for Deities, as I have fliewn. 
Kv^sAx is Cu-Bela, the temple of Bela, the feminine of 
Belus, a title of the chief Chaldaic God; and Cu~Baba is 
the temple of Baba, the mother of the infant world, the 
fame as Rhoia and Damater. As the perfons in the Ark 
were fuppofed to return by a renewal of life to a lecond 

3 * AeiJ^^ior iyavreay ttAwi' Paufan. L. 8. p. 676. 

39 See Philoftratus. Vita Apollon. L. 4. c. 9. 'H'Po/a uorti <pvTov 
(p'jgToc'. The Roia is a plant particularly reared in honour of Juno. The rnyfterious 
purport of this emblem Paufanias knew-, but thought it too facred to be dif- 
clcfeJ. Tot }x%v ouy rnv Toiav {ocTrof^core^o^ 0 ^oyo^) ccipeia^oi) fXQt* 

L. 2. p. 14.8. 

Rate 
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ftatc of childhood : this. machine was on that account ftiled 
Cubaba, or the houfe of infants ; for that was the purport 
of Baba : and, in confequence of it, | 3 ct/ 3 a^£/y to fin 
^^WfJLSva. Ksystv, bahazein among the Greeks fignified to /peak 
inarticulately like children. In Syria, where the Arkite worfhip 
was particularly maintained, this reputed mother of man- 
kind was worfliij^ed under the name of Baba or Babia. 

Ba?/a dg o* koh pLoiki^ct. d< bv Acipt.a.(rK(a , to. psoym 

jcdkaort Traidia, »)(?>) xai fisi^axix, aro rm xvroig vopn^o- 
** Ba/Sia? The people of Syria^ and efpecially thofe 
of DamafcuSy call children in their infancy Babia \ and they 
alfo call them by the fame namCy when they are fill older. 
They are fo denominated from Bahia y who in that part of the 
world is ejleemed a GodJefs. Here it was, that they reve- 
renced the Rhoia and Rimmon ; which were emblems of 
the fame perfonage, the Rhea, Cybclc, and Cybebc of 
the lonians. All the coins of the Afiatic cities, where 
thefe traditions prevailed, have on their reverfe little emble- 
matical reprefentations, which allude to their ancient rites 
and religion. Hence, in the coins of Syria, we find this 
Goddefs with a tower upon her head, fitting upon a rock 
in a flate of fecurity. In her right hand fhe holds fome 
ears of corn, to denote the promife of plenty and return of 
the feafons ; and there is often near her the myftic hive. 

Hefyehius. 

Damafeius, Vita Ifidori, apud Photium. C. 242. p. 1043. 

Eafflii ^pie^iy 'tjSjaiiyi (Tuy^u 7 ii. Hcfych. in voce A//.*;). 

41 Ku^rtfiriy « 'Pg«. Horn. Odynr. E. Schol. 

KoCmxx (Kt;/ 2 «/ 3 /i, Albertus) jjimnp rxv Qeur. Ilcfychius. 

VoL. II. 3 D 
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At feme diftance ftands an altar j and over her head ai 
bird. Below at her feet are water, and waves, and a perfonj, 
who feems to be in danger, and ready to fink. There is a. 
coin to this purpofe of the emprefs Julia Severa,, which was 
ftruck at Antioch upon the Orontes. Vaillant and other 
learned antiquaries fuppofe the water to relate to the ftream^ 
which ran by the city : and that the perfon in the water 
was the Deity of the river. But river Gods were gene- 
rally reprefented as aged perfons, with, their heads crowned 
with fedge and reeds ; and in a very different attitude. Be- 
fides, if this figure related to. the Orontes, how comes it to 
pafs that we find it upon coins of other cities at. a diftance, 
which had no connexion with that river? We. find the 
ftory with very little variation upon coins of Julia Maefa at 
Edefla ; of Severus at Charrae ; of Gordian at Singara ; of 
Barbia Orbiana at Side ; of Philip at Nifibis ; of Alexander 
Severus at Rhefain. The hiftory muft have been general,, 
where the reprefentations were fo uniform and common. 
It was undoubtedly taken from the religion of the Syrians, 
and Mefbpotamians ; and from the emblems in their feveral. 
temples j all which related to one great event. In fome of. 
thefe reprelentations there is dole by this towered Goddefs 
the fymbolical hive j which could have no relation to the 
Orontes. 

Th? Patriarch and his family, when they came from 
their ftate of confinement, muft have had a moft dreary 
prolped from the mountain, upon which the ark had refted: 
and wherever they turned their' eyes could difeover nothing 

hut 
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but a ruined world. It therefore pleafed God to inimedi- 
diately afford them fome comfortable promifes. Among 
other things he affured them, upon an altar being raifed, and 
a facrifice offered, that the earth fliould be no more ac- 
curfed ; that feed time and harveft, cold and heat, and 
furamer and winter, and day and night (hould not ceafe : 
and as a teftimony of it, he placed his bow in the cloud. 
This divine hope, fogracioufly afforded them, was afterwards 
many ways recorded ; and as in the firft ages they had not 
the ufe of letters, they commemorated thefe bleffings in 
their rites : and defcribed them by various fyinbols, which 
were too reverentially regarded. Hence Da Mater was rc- 
prelented with an handful of ripe corn : and there is a fl:a- 
tue of her ftill preferved, under the character of Divine 
Hope, fet off with many of the emblems, of which I have 
been fpeaking. She is figured as a beautiful female perfon- 
age ; and has a chaplet, in which are fcen ears of corn 
like rays. Her right hand reclines on a pillar of (lone ; to 
fhew on what good bafis her faith is founded. In her left 
are fpikes of corn ; and on each fide a pomegranate. Clofe 
by her ftands the Seira or Cupfelis, that myfterious emblem, 
in the exprefs form of a hive : out of the top of which 
there arife corn and flowers, to denote the renewal of fea- 
fons, and promife of plenty. In the centre of thefe fruits, 
the favourite emblem, the Rhoia appears again, and crowns 
the whole. In one corner towards the upper part is a bale 
of goods, bound up in fuch a manner as is pradtifed, when 

Gcncfis. C. 8. V. 22. 

■” See Grutcr. Spes Divina. Vol. i. p. 102. 
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people are going upon a courle of travel ; or are to make 
a voyage to fome diftant part of the world. 

But the moft plealing emblem among the Egyptians was 
exhibited under the charadler of Pfuche, This was 

originally no other than the ^ Aurelia, or butterfly ; but in 
after times was reprefented as a lovely female child with the 
beautiful wings of that infedl. The Aureliai, after its firft 
ftage as an Eruca, or worm, lies for a feafon in a manner 
dead ; and is inclofed ii> a fort of a coffin. In this ftate 
of darknefs it remains all the winter : but at the return of 
fpring it burfts its bonds, and comes out with new life, and 
in the moft beautiful attire. The Egyptians thought this 
a very proper piefture of the foul of man, and of the immor- 
tality, to which it afpired. But they made it more parti- 
cularly an emblem of Oftris ; who having been confined in 
an ark, or coffin, and in a ftate of death, at laft quitted his 
prifon, and enjoyed a renewal of life. This circumftance 
of the feeond birth is continually deferibed under the^cha- 
rader of Pfuche. And as the whole was owing to divine 
love, of which Eros was an emblem, we find this perfon 
often introduced as a concomitant ol Pfuche. They are 
generally delcribed as accidentally meeting, and enjo'ying a 
pleafing interview j which is attended with embraces and 
falutes ; and every mark of reconciliation, and favour. 

From this, union of divine love, and the foul, the an- 
cients dated the inftitutijon of marriage. And as the re- 

^ot)v(pwv TTTVPoy. Hcfych. 

cci’ci€icuarii^ Kcti TTxKiyy^v^aLoc, Plutarch. Kis ct Oliris, P. 364. 

newal 



r /U ifiAt* JV JiJ^i»rH4ifi/ltiJ 




Thb Analysis of Ancient Mythology. 389 

newal of mankind commenced from their ifluing to light from 
the Ark, and from the gracious promife of increalh made by the 
Deity upon that occafion ; they thought proper to aflign to 
lonah, or Juno, that emblem of Divine Providence, the of- 
fice of prefiding at this ceremony. She was accordingly 
ftiled rccfJ-rjP^ia, Sofpita, Domiduca, Pronuba, Lucina, II^o- 
yxfJLSict, Populonia, Mena, Mater Deum, And 

among the Romans the month denominated from her was,, 
efteemed the moft aufpicious fOr efpoufals. 

Tunc mihi poft facras monftratur Junius idus, 

Utilis et nuptis,. utilis atque viris. 

Their marriages were alfo determined by the moon : and 
in the judgment of Pindar, the beft fcalbn was at the full.. 
But according to the more ancient opinion the fourth day 
was the moft favourable, when the moon appeared a cref- 
cent which day of the moon was reputed facred both to 
Hermes and Venus. Hence Hefiod fays, 

Ev Js fjirivog (x,y6(rdou eg omv ctKomv. 

Remember t upon the fourth of the month you are to lead home 
the woman^ whom you have efpoufed. The full according to 
this Poet was of all the moft unfortunate. Through the 
whole ceremony at the celebration of nuptials there were 
plain allufions to the fame ancient hiftory, which they re- 
ligioufly recorded. The ftate of darknefs, the uncovering 
of the Ark, the return of feafons, the promife of plenty, 

Jutioni ante omnes, cui vinclajugalia cura?. jEneiJ. L. 4. v, 59. Junc- 
nemque, toris quse praifidet alma maritis. Ovid, lipift. Phyllis ad Demoph. 

** Ovid. Faft. L. 6 . v. 223. 

Ifthm. Ode 8. P.485, ev S i<r7re^(x.iu 

” Opera ct Dies. V. 80O. 
f* Ibid. V. 782. 
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were all commemorated. To Idnah upon thefe occafions 
was added a Genius, called Hymen ; the purport of whofe 
name is a veil or covering. In the hiftory of Hymen 
they probably referred to the fame obje< 3 :, which was ftiled 
^OLvriro^y the covering cf Phanes : from whence 
that Deity after a ftate of concealment was at laft dilen- 
gaged. Saturn was often depi< 3 :ed with his head under co- 
ver, which had an allegorical meaning. Hymen as a per- 
Ibnage was the God of the veil ; and faid to have been an 
** Argive, and the fon of Liber^ the fame as Dionufus ; 
though many fuppofe him to have been the fon of Magnes. 
This was the fame as Manes, the lunar God, of whom we 
have fo often treated. At the celebration of nuptials tlie name 
of Hymen was continually echoed : at the fame time there 
were ofFerings made of fruit, and of meal ; alfo of Sefamum, 
and ** poppies ,j which ceremony was called ’®<r»5jU.£<ov, the 
Jign. Among the Romans it was ufual to fcatter nuts, 
and to invoke a Deity, called ThalalHus. Of this Catullus 
takes notice in his addrefs to Manlius, where he tells him, 

” Hence the ceremonies ftiled *7rox«AoTT))f/«, 07 rT»w«, AOfH/Mtxa, the 'ba;f- 
ket of fruiti the cheft of flowers, and the like. 

** 'TfAiiv «7ro u/JLivoi- Velum, membrana, Lexicographi. ^^wToy. 

Hefych. 

” ^fTMvaty » "rriy vf(pe\nyy oti at rarcay exSgaxrxsi 0 Damif- 

ciua. Vide Bentleii Epifl. ad Millitim. P. 3. 

** 'T/xst-ajot, A^ystoi. Scholia in Iliad, 2 . V. 493, 

See Lilius Gyraldus, Synt. 3. P. 132. 

5 * Ariftoph. Eipw. Schdl. V. 869. The bride was crowned with a chaplet, 
in which werc.poppies, 

x «5 tv/jixpaii iwoLi Cm Tor yafjiay ifpuytTpw (pe^iyy fftifASKr. Lex Solonis. 

Satis 
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Satis diu 

Luiifti- nucibus ; lubet 
Jam fervire Thalaffio. 

The Romans did not know the purport of this obfolete 
name ; as may be feen by their various and contradidory 

interpretations. Thalaffius was the God of the fea, the 
fame as Pofeidon : the fame alfo as Belus, and Zeus. This is 
evident from his being worfhiped under this name by the Si- 
donians. ©aXamoj Zevs sv rifiuTcti. Hefych. Tha^ 
lath according to Berofus was among the ancient Chal* 
deans the name of the fea. From hence came Thalatta* 
and Thalafla of the Greeks > and the God Thalaffius of the 
Romans. It is remarkable that at the celebration of nup* 
tials amorig the Greeks, after they had facrificed to the 
Gods, and appeafed the Daemons, a youth was introduced 
with a cheft of flowers ; who repeated the very fame words, 
which were uled at the myfteries, E<pvyoi> Kcticov, ev^ov ; 
I have efcaped an evil: and I have tnet with a more fortu- 
nate lot» Thele words could not be applicable to the bride. 
The quitting the ftate of virginity could not w'cll be called 
efcaping an evil. The expreffion would befldes be prema- 

Epkhalamium Julias. V. 132. 

Plutarch in Romulo. Livius. L. 1 • c. 9. 

Varro deduces it from Talaron, fignum lanificii. Sec Pompeius Fcftus. That 
the Romans were ignorant of the purport is plain from the qutftion of Plutarih, 
in another place. Ziict ti o TroAi;0fuAA>jToj aSerat TaAacrio? €v roi^^ ; 

Qiisft. Romanae. P. 271. It was more commonly rendered TlialafiVus, and 
Thalaflio. 

«»E.urcb. Chron. P. 6. To ©otAoerC— 'EAAwr' 
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ture. Jhc words fliould at this rate have been repeated by 
the bride herfelf, and at her quitting her chamber ; not pre- 
vioufly to her going into it : for as yet the marriage was in- 
compleat, and her condition unaltered. And we may be 
afiured from the words being ufed at the myfteries, that 
they alluded to an ancient piece of mythology ; and not 
to any thing new. 

'I'he tw'o birds, which were introduced {ynibolically upon 
thefe occabons, were the Raven and the Dove, The hiftory 
of the latter is well known. In refpcdl to the former many 
have thought it a bird of ill omen ; and it has been faid, 
that the very croaking of the Raven would put a flop to the 
procefs of matrimony. Yet we may be aflured, that there 
were times, when it was otherwile efteemed. And we arc 
told by iElian, Ton yctfJLOi; fJLsrct tov 'TfJisvoLiov Ko^wrrji' 
icaXsiv : t&at at nuptials after the Hymeneal hymn they ufed 
to invoke the Raven. The bird was alfo many times intro- 
duced, and fed by the bride ; and there was a cuftomary 
fong upon the occabon, which began Ex;^o^£t, ;to^a, Kti- 
^mtiV : Comej young ivomany feed the Raven. The treat con- 
bfted of bgs, as we learn from fome verfes of the Poet 
Pheenix Colophonius in Athenaeus, where it is faid of the 
bride, Kai T»5 7rct^&syo$ <ps^£i trvKO.. The young 

63 De Animal. L. 3. c. 9. 

Horapollo. L. i. c. 8. See the learned notes of Johannes Cauflinus upon 
this paflage. 

L. 8. p. 359. The mythologifts out of every circumftancc and title 
formed a perfonage. Hence Paufanias fpeaks of the Raven as an ancient 
hero, and mentions his family. Kofwytf ynoyjat xat AufAiSwv* 

L. a. p. 123. 






The Analysis of Ancient Mythology. 393 

Lady is now carrying Jigs to the Raven. This ceremony Was 
doubtlefs in confequence of a tradition, that the Raven upon 
a time was fent by Apollo upon a mefilige j but difappointed 
him, and did not return. Inftcad of fulfilling his orders 
he perched upon a fig-tree, and waited till the fruit was 
ripe. 

In fliort marriage was fuppofed to commence at the rc~ 
ftoration of the world, when the thread of man’s life was 
renewed. To this event moft of the Gentile ceremonies 
related : and as they reprefented the reconciliation of Di- 
vine Love, and the Soul, under the femblance of an inter- 
view, and union ; they made it the prototype of their 
nuptial rite§. It was in confequence of this often deferibed 
as a real ** marriage : and we accordingly find in ancient 
fculpture Eros and Pfuche introduced together under a veil, 
with the myftic dove in their hands; and thus proceeding 
to the nuptial bed. To this they are conduced by Hymen 
with his torch; and with all the other emblems, which 
were ufual upon thele occafions. There have probably 
been many reprefentatlons of this hiftory ; but there is 
one particularly curious both for workmanfliip and defign. 
It is an engraving upon a fine onyx by Tryphon, a Grecian 
artift ; who has deferibed under the procefs of a marriage 
this union of Eros and Pfuche. 

“ Ovid. Faft. L. a. v. 255. 

Hence in the marriage of Pclcui and Thetis there is a particular addrefi, 
*hat the fpindlc, upon which this thread of life was enrolled, might run again, 
and that the Fates would renew their labour. 

Currite, ducentes fubtemina, currite, fufi. Catullus. 

See Apulcius. L, 6. p. is 4 * 

Voi. n. 3 E 


It 



394 - 


The Analysis of Ancient Mythology. 


It has been mentioned, that Oliris was the fame as Orus* 
He was upon tliis account called the elder Orus, o 
^vTS^og D.^og : and Orus might with equal propriety have 
been Ililcd tlie younger Ofiris : for each of the terms related 
to the fame perfon in a dilferent ftate. Plutarch tells us, that 
the Egyptians looked upon Ohris, as the head, or beginning; 
upon Ifis, as tlie receptacle ; and efteemed Orus, as the com- 
pletion, and perfection of the whole. Ids was called the 
treafury of nature, the nurfe of all things, the houfe ot Orus, 
in which Orus was preferved. Both Orus, and Ohris, 
were filled Heliadte ; and often reprefented as the Sun it- 
fclf. Hence many have been milled ; and have referred, 
what has been faid of thefe perfonages, to the luminary. 
But tlie Egyptians in this title did not allude to the Sun, 
but to a perfon, who had been wonderfully preferved ; as ap- 
pear:. from their hieroglyphics. When they would deferibe 
I Iclius, fays Porphyry, they reprefent a man in a float, or 
lliip, which is fupported by a crocodile. Orus is often de- 
fer ibed, as {landing upon a crocodile, and at the fame time 
I'urroundcd with other lymbolical reprefentations. For as 
the Egyptians in their rites referred to a perfon preferved in 
tlic midfl of waters; they accordingly, to deferibe that hif- 

*9 Tc.'.' Ajf-iijpi', ov ATToAAwi’a, oV x.ui -wrfio'SuTepiy nssy trict ticcAaai. Plut. 
Ui'> ct Oiiris. P. 355 . 

Tev fuf o'i Tvy <ff ws roy S's £l^ov^ cy; a7r;* 

■'i Y/.po’/xet. IbiJ. P. 374* 

7* Icd — J'tzTi'/jGi' 'zracTJjs xaOo xai Ibid. P. 37^' 

1(711, CIXCJ’ Q: P. 374* ^COpCLV ySyfireCOSy Ttccl Ibid. 

"^‘HAi;j' dt cr>fj(.o:inicri inrore /jLiv S i* ciih^coTrti eTnQijSfWrQi 'SorAoici €7ri 

It/A'i Eufwb. Prarp. Ev, L, 3. p. 1x5. 
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to;y, made ufe gF tyj-cs, wliicli liAd Tome niTdogy, ari'i rc- 
fcmblance to fuch prclcrvation. Some of thdl' could icaredy 
he called fymbolical, the purport was fo inaiiil'dl. Such 
was their carrying about the image of a man in an a: k 
(ey who appeared to be dead; and who afici wards 

was fuppofed to return from a Aate of darknds to > lile. 
But fuch deferiptions related rather to their ccrenav.iics. 
The hmilitude, of winch I amhiovv fpeaking, is to be chidly 
obferved in their hieroglyphics and fculptures. 'I liefe will 
generally be Ibund to have a plain analogy with the hidory, 
which they reprefent. Blencc the croeexiile, and Hippo- 
potamus, were emblems of the Ark ; beeaufe during the 
inundation of the Nile they rofe with the waters, and 
were fuperior to the flood. The Lotus, tliat peculiar 
plant of the Nile, was reverenced upon the fame account : 
and we accordingly find a frog upon the Lotus introduced 
as a facred emblem in the Bembine table. We arc more- 
over told by lamblichus, that the figure of a man upon 
this plant in the midfl of mud, was an emblem of” lieiius. 
This Philofopher, as well as Plutarch, and Porphyry, ima- 
gined that thefe hiftories related to the real Helius, the Sun : 
and that the fymbols of Selene had the like reference to the 
Moon. In confequence of which they have a deal of re- 

TsO-moroi £t' liiContuj Ifis ct Ofiris. P. 3^7. 

Toi> Oai^iy acTy Truoay^vojUiiyiiiv. Ibid. P. 358. 

Toy Oatoiy TTct^ctyive^at fior^fiev aSov. Diodorus. L. i. p. 79. 

The Egyptian Priefts uled to crown thcmfclvcs with the Lotus. Hcliodo* 
rus. L. 10. p. 457, 

Figure GG. Edit. Amfterdam. 

Seft. 7. P. f^i, Qin' tTTi 
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king Menas ; the fame, who at other times is called 
Mciics, and Manes. This prince had been in great danger 
oi drowning ; but was waited through the waters to land 
by a crocodile. In memorial of this he founded a city, 
which was denominated from the event the city of the cro- 
codjle. This writer fuppofes Menas to have really reigned 
over the Egyptians, becaufe he ftood at the head of their 
genealogical lifl : and he farther imagines, that the ftory was 
local ; and that the event happened in the lake Mreris. But 
Menas, the fuppofed king of Egypt, was the Deus Lunus, 
and called alfo Meen, Mj;|/, and Man. He was a Deity 
equally known to the Perfians, Lydians, and Cappadocians ; 
and worfhiped under the fame title. This legend about 
a crocodile was taken from fome lymbolical repiefentation 
in the city of tlic fame name ; and hence it was fuppofed to 
have happened in Egypt. It was a facred hiftory, like that 
of Orus, and of Helius, irpon a crocodile : for thefe were 
all titles, which at different times were conferred upon the 
fame perfonage, and related to the fame event. The cro- 
codile had many names fuch as Caimin, Souchus, 

Campfa. This laft fignified an ark, or receptacle, like 
Aren, Argus, Aa^ra^, Cibotus. Ka^LCvl/a, Campfa is an 

ark^ or coffer ^ fays Hefyehius. From hence I think the purport 
of the hieroglyphic may be proved. The Tortoife was like- 
wife admitted in their lymbolical deferiptions ; and was repre- 

L. I. p. 80. 

Ifis et Ofiris. V, 374, 

*5 Damafvrius in vita Ifidori. apud Photiuni, P, iOj^8. 

Herodotus. L. 2 c. 69. 
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fented as the fupport of the world. It is a notion at this 
day among the Brahmins of India that the earth rcfts upon 
the horns of an ox, or cow. And when they are afkcd, 
what it is that fupports the cow, they fay, that it Hands 
upon the back of a tortoife. The Fgyptians ufed to plitce 
this emblem upon the fhrincs oi Venus : and the fame God- 
defs was deferibed by the people of Elis with her foot upon 
the back of this animal, to denote her relation to the fea. 

Moft of the Aquatics of the Nile were efteemed facred : and 
among thefe the Faba /Egyptiaca. It was a fpccies of bean, 
ftilcd Colocafia ; and was reverenced on account of its Hiapc. 
Nothing can more rcfemble a boat, than the pod of the 
common bean : a«d it is particularly like the Navis biprora, 
or facred (hip of Ifis. The Faba iEgyptiaca had the like 
appearance j and this perhaps was the reafon why Pythago- 
ras abftained from beans; for his whole fyHcm feems to have 
been borrowed from Egypt. It was undoubtedly on ac- 
count of this refemblance, that it was alfo called Cuamon, 
and Cibotium, from Cibotus, Kif^UTo^, a boat. Some fup- 
pofe it to have been a fpecies of Ciborium; of vvhofe fruit 
they made cups to drink. A perfon in Athemeus, fpeaking 
of fome particular cups, fays, that they were called (ravipioL, 
or IkifFs. And he adds, that they had probably this name 

*7 Plutarch. Ifis et Ofiris. P. 381. Pnufan. L, 6 . p. 515. ‘I'MSi Ji 

fTi (is feme. 

** In ^gypto nobilifTima eft Colocafia, qiiam Cyamon aliqui voennt. Plin. 
1 .. 21 c. 20. p. 248. The term Cyamon or Cuamon, from whence the (i'-ecl.s 
borrowed their xea/^o:, is a compound of Cu-Amon, the ftirine ol'Amon; lo 
Cu-bela was the houfc or flirinc of Bela ; Cu-baba, the hoiifc of Bala. 
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from a vegetable in Egypt, called Ciborium, Vhofe fruit 
was like a boat. Above all others the Nympha:»!i feetns 
to have been regarded ; which is reprefented as the flower of 
the Lotus. It was efteemed a ficred ornament by the 
priefts: and we find it continually ufed for a kind of coro- 
net upon the figures of Orus, when he is deferibed on the 
Lotus. It is alfo to be feen upon the heads of Ifis and 
Ofiris : and the ferpents Cnuphis and Thermuthis are ge- 
nerally crowned with this flower. Orus is fometimes de- 
feribed crc6t, but fwathed in bandages, like a perfon em- 
balmed; In his hands he holds fomc inaplcments of art : 
over his flioulder there fee ms to be the figure of a plough- 
fhare ; and upon his head the Nymphas#. . 

If any means can be found out to obtain the latent pur- 
port of the Egyptian hieroglyphics, they muft arifefrom con- 
fidering thefe emblems fingly, and obferving their particular 
fcope, and deftination. When we have afeertained the 
meaning of fomc individuals, we may poflibly difeover their 
drift, when confidered collectively. Thefe, I think, are the 
principles, upon which we muft proceed ; but after all it 
will be a dark refearch, in which many have been bewil- 
dered. There arc authors, who mention an ancient piece 
of hicroglyphical fculpture, which was to be feen in the 

Kc^I Ta^oL av Toi Atyoju^.vx crxyf/oc tx ro xaTwGgi' f/; (^tvev 
Tot K*^£u^iot, AthcncEus. L. ii* pt477* Diofcoridcs. L. 2 . p. 97 * 

Strabo. L. 17. p. 1 178. 

KiyitTT'Tnv ovotAxe-ri Trompti^, Hefych. 
s® See Spanheini dc Ufu et Praeftant. Num. Antiq, Vol. i. p. 302, 303. 

>« Ibid. 
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city Sais of lower Egypt. It confifted of a child, and 
an old man : and near them ftood an Hawk. After 
thele a Cetus, or fea-fi(h : and laft of all an Hippopo- 
tamus. ’’ Clemens of Alexandria mentions the fame 
hiftory : but fays, that it was at Diofpolis. Inftcad of 
the river horfe he introduces a crocodile, which he fays 
was an emblem of impudence. It is to be obferved, 
that the Hippopotamus, and Crocodile were fymbols of the 
fame purport ; both related to the deluge : and however 
the Greeks might fometiines reprefent them, they were 
55 both in different places reverenced by the ancient Egyp- 
tians. The interpretation given by Clemens is this. All ye^ 
who are jujl^ co7ne into the world-, and all ye, who are gowg out, 
remeifther, that God hates impudence. As there are fo many 
crimes of high moment, which demand animadverfion, it 
is ftrange, that fb folemn a caution fliould be given merely 
againll impudence. The infeription feems to have been 
jHit up in two places : one of which was the temple of 
His at Sais: the other the temple at Diofpolis, called 

s» Plutarch. Ifis ct Ofiris. P. 363. 

See Pierius Valerianus. L. 31. c. 6. He interprets it nafeimur, fenefeimus ; 
vivimus, morimur : naturae diflldio. 

’* L. 5. p. 670. 

The Egyptians oftentimes under the charaaer of Typhon reterred to the 
deluge : and the Hippopotamus was an emblem of Typhon. Plutarch. His ct 
Ofiris. P. 363, 371. The fame was faid of the Crocodile. It was equally a 
lymbol of Typhon, and the deluge. Plut. ibid. See Jablonflti. 1 ars 3. 
P. 67. 

Herodotus. L. 2. c. 69. 71. 148. Strabo. L. 17- P- Plutarch. Ifis 

Ofiris. P. 362. 371. 
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Theba. Thefe are two remarkable places ; in confe- 
quence of which one would imagine, that the infeription 
fliould contain fome memorial of more confequence ; fome- 
thing, which had a reference to the temples, wherein it was 
found. Were I to attempt the deciphering of thefe hiero- 
glyphics, which however divcrfified feem to amount to the 
fame purport, I fhould begin from right to left, in a feries 
different from thofc, who have gone before me. I find ac- 
cording to this order, that the Hippopotamus, and Croco- 
dile, fland firfl: : and then the Getus. Next comes the figure 
of the facred Hawk, under which femblance Divine Provi- 
dence was always ’’ depicted : and after this an old man, and 
a child. It may feem prefumptuous to pretend to interpret 
what was a fecret two thoufand years ago : I fhall therefore 
only mention, what I have to fay, as matter of opinion, 
I'he reader will remember, that the infeription was in the 
temple of Ifis at Sais; and in the temple ftiled Theba, the 
hiftory of which I have given. In confequence of this my 
conjectures are, that it fhould be read in the following man- 
ner. As the Hippopotamus^ or Crocodile^ furvives the 
undations of the Nihy jufl fo that facred receptacle^ the Ce~ 
tus, or Arkj through the interpofition of Providence^ wea- 
thered the Deluge: by which tfteans the aged Patriarch ef- 
caped-, and obtained a renewal of life. How true this inter- 

Tof5 G/j€<x 5 jca/ A/ot'sd'oAik TWi' €L\j'Ty\v\jnroL^yfiy* Diodor. Sic. L. i.p. 83* 
GnCcts — A(cer7ro?\.it^ Trore Euftath. in Dionyf. V. 248. 

97 OgQi/ ^ooyf<z(fx^<n, Horapollo. L. I. c. 6. 

Astxivvr " legaxi J'uyctfJLiy^xoci Ifis ct Ofiris. P. 371. 

neiuX'ir hpcLXQ:^ CUT05 0 TpcoToi ctf) 9 afT 05 ^ Zoroaftcr. apud Eufeb. 
Praep. Ev. L* 1. cap. x. p. 42. Lu 3. c. 4. p. 94. 


pretatioE 



The Analysis op Ancient Mythology. 403 

pretation may be, I will not prefume to fay: it certainly 
correfponds with the hiftory of each emblem, as they have 
been feparately confidered : and is confonant to the ge- 
neral fcope of the rites, and mythology of Egypt. What is 
ftill more to the purpofe, it perfeAly agrees with the defti- 
. nation of the two temples, where it is faid to have been 
found : For by Ifis was meant a facred ** receptacle, as I 
have (hewn : and Theba is literally the Ark, The temples 
were both of them built in memory of that event, which 
the hieroglyphic feems to deferibe. 

T07ro5 Qeoop — Plutarch fupra. 

• Of the S C Y P H U S. 

Oi Kui 01 etfo^ifo^oio — Aioiwrco (rvfijioM. 

Porph. de Nymph. Antro. P. 114. 

I H A V E taken notice of the facred (hip of Egypt, 
called Baris : and of the (liip of Ifis at Rome, which 
was carried in procelTion upon a yearly feftival. There 
feem likewife to have been facred cups in the form of boats, 
called Cymbia, and Scyphi, Xxvipoi j of which 

they made a religious ufe in the profccution of their myftc- 
ries. They were alfo introduced at feftivals, and upon other 
(olemn occafions. It is faid of Perleus, that he introduced 
in Perils the deteftable rites of the Scyphus : ' Jg xoct 

T8S ng^<ra? Triv Tsherriv m po-a^a xai a,^ef/,iTS Ixvfis, 
The author fays, that they were firft eftablKhed by Zeus, 

' Chron. Pafchale. P. 40. 

2 F 2 who 
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who was called Pecus. * TLyikc?^ i mi Zsv^, ftwrov 

TT^ctTjsiP mi rsKsiv rriv fMctyBiav rs fjLvm^H iKvtps, ^i^oL^oig 
avTov myroL ra tts^i avra fw^im mi SiKTirs/^ri 7rXa.vriy.ciToi. 
PecuSy the fame as ZeuSy taught (Perfeus) to go through all 
the idolatrous rites of the detefiable Scyphus or boat : having 
initiated him in all the myjlery and wickednefs necejfary to 
that purpofe. It is faid of ’ Hercules, that he traverfed a 
vaft fea in a cup or fkiff, which Nereus, or Oceanus, lent 
him for his prefervation. This Scyphus, it feems, was made 
of * wood ; and well fecured with pitch, to preferve it 
from decay. There were many cups formed in imitation 
of this ancient veflel ; which were efteemed facred, and 
ufed only upon particular occafions. That they >vere made 
after the prototype, in the ihape of a boat or fhip, may be 
known from a fragment of Menander, which has been pre- 
ferved by Athenaeus from the play called Nauclerus. One 
neighbour tells another, that Theophilus, a common friend, 
is returned fafe to his fon ; and with much good-nature 
offers to treat him upon this joyful occafion with a cup of 
wine. 

^ A. n^wToj ey^ (Toi Tovh ’ggorav Kav^a^or. 

2T. Ilotoy ; A. To ITAOION. ov^s fZ oi^ctgy oL^Xie j 
ud. And firjl of all I make you an offer to partake of this 
fine cup. ST. What cup ? A. Why this boat : don t you 

* Chron Pafeh. P. 38. 

» Panyafis and Phcrecydes. Macrob. Saturn. L. 5. c. ai. p. 367. 

♦ Servius in Virg. iEneid. L. 8. v. 278. Apollodorus. L. 2. p. 100. See 
Aihenatus. L. ii. p. 469. By fomc it was faid to have been the cup of Ne- 
reui : by others of Oceanus. Ibid. 

f AthenaBus L. la. p. 474 - Menandri Frag. Amftelod. 1709. P. 130. 

under- 
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underjiand me^ you fmpleton f — In another place this per- 
fon fpeaks of the fame ‘ fliip. fays he, / have faved 

it: and a noble Jhip it is: the very fame^ which one Callicles 
a filverftnith built ; and of which Euphranor of Thurium (a 
boon companion) has oftentimes the fieerage. 

Ti)V mm fxoi hByciq, B, Eywys 

Tp mm sKSivp, p sroin(re KolKKikXPj 
E vp^ctm^ Jg Kv^e^vcf. ©a^/oj. 

What was alluded to by cups of this particular form may, 
I think, be inferred from their invoking upon thefe occa- 
lions Zeus the faviour and deliverer. In a fragment of An- 
tiphanes there is defeription of a merry-making, when the 
Deity is fpoken of under that title. 

^ 'A^fjLo^ios SKaXsiTOy ria/av 
MsyctMv AIDS SflTHPOS AKATON rig. 

The name of Harmodius was remembered : they Jlruck up a 
Paan : and one jolly fellow took up the large bowly called the 
Jhip of Zeus the Preferver. The like is mentioned with 
much humour from a fragment of the comedian Alexis ; 

* aXX’ ByyBQV. 

Ai^oi Alog ys rph hon^og' 0swv 
©vrjTotg <x.7tcLVT(f}i) ^^i)(n^wTaToj ttoKv 
'O Zsvgy b l(iCTYj§. EctP syiii Jiappyw, 

Ovhv fj(,shei {Mor Ttioficti 

Fill up j fill up. I fhall empty this noble veffel to Jupiter 
Soter. This Jupiter the preferver is in my opinion the mojl 

‘ Ibid. 

’ Athenxus. L. 15. p. 692. 

.* Athenscus. L. 15. p. 692. The paflage is faulty : but I have tried to amend it. 

bene- 
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henejicent of all the Gods. If I burft., I don't care. 1 drink 
with a good 'coilU and a fafe confcience. The hime author 
in another place tells us, that the perfon, whom the Gre- 
cians inv'oked after fupper by the title of Zey? 

Zeus the faviour^ was no other than Dionufus., And he 
adds, what points out the perfon more particularly, that he 
was ftiled not only the fiviour, but ’ toi/ mi ray 
ct^’Z/i'/oVy the great difpenfer of rains. The cups, oi which 
I took notice above, were often referred to Hercules ; and 
made ufe of as Grace-cups, where particular honour was in- 
tended. It is faid of Alexander, that at the feaft of Thef- 
falus the phyfician, before he had finiflicd the Scyphus Her- 
culeus, he iound himfclt on a hidden hruck, as it were with 
a dart, and was carried off half dead. The Boeotians had 
a great regard for them ; which was fuppofed to arife from 
their reverence to the " hero of Thebes: but it was from 
an event far more ancient, to which their name related. 
The ” Scyphi, and Cymbia, at the celebration of the myf- 
terics, were of the fame fafhion, as thofc above. 

I'he rites of the Scyphus undoubtedly conhfted in a com- 


■> Athenxus. L. 15. p. 675. 

Ibi, nondum Herculis Scypho epoto, repentc velut telo confixus inge- 
muit. Quint. Curtius. L. lo. c. 4. 

Macrobius of Hercules pafiing the ocean in a great Cup. Ego tamen arbU 
tror non Poculo Ilerculein maria iranfvcdlum, fed navigio, cui Scyphus fuit 
nomen* Saturnal. L. 5. c. 21. p. 367. 

** Athenxus. L. 1 1. p. 500. Some cups made of wood were called Tabaita?. 
Ibid. p. 506. undoubtedly from Area. 

It is remarkable, that the names KvjufSioUy Axaros, Ta^atiTx^ 

Kt/nrat, TlitcAo?, FaL^Aos, though made ufe of for drinking vcflcis, were 
borrowed from vcITcls of the fea. 

4 mem oration 
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memoration of the Ark, accompanied with all the circum- 
ftances of the Deluge. It was the cup, we find, in which 
’3 Hercules paffed the feas: and the fame hiftory is given 
to Helius, who was faid to have traverfed the ocean in the 
fame vehicle. There are fome remarkable verfes of Stefi- 
chorus upon this fubjed, which have been preferved in Athe- 

nJEUS. 

(J'’ 

AsTTa? eg KOJe^oLivs 
O(p^0L (T’ meoLVoio ire^xtrag 
h^xg zori ^svQea vvKTog 
rioTi (JLxre^Xy xKoyoVy 

Hxihg Tfi <piX3g' 'OJ” eg aXcog e(ix 
Ax(pvxicri mTa(rmv 
Ilocrcn Uctig Aiog. 

’Twas in a golden Cup 
That Helius pafs’d, 

Helius, Hyperion’s fon. 

O’er floods and oceans wafted fiir away ; 

To Erebus he went, and the fad realms of niglit. 

'* Accounts of the Scyphus Herculeus from AthcnnEiis. llacrai i poi iv Scj- 

tipy to j£T«5 ev u hiTr?Maiv 0 'HjaxA-ifi tov flKexn,' tnx, f^v 

'HA<o- Se avrovTra^’ Cly-exrd 0.-cxAoto? ev S 

£ 7 n AiCriroi <pwi* aoTO^ J ,a7rAeu<7a<. j ^ f r tv, t^ <t>, to,,' ' I roe<o,r rr^o- 

f^TTCyTt^, fixfara ‘OSe 'HfavcA,,-' ^AvfTa. err' aoTo,' T'.,' T^or, oS 

CxAcoy. 'OJ'e'HAvcj vrav<TX^a, xiXmi. '0/e Swai iravu. 'HA,;, Siavn imH 

aoTo. TO SiTTXS. vc.T.A. Ka£ In w £r tco -^rihayUy -Qxearo. 7rt.fo,^.£, o« 

auTa YVfjLxmi TO Stirxi (pxvTx^ofAm^- 'Oil n’-iwy aoTo,. //..AAf.’ xa, aorvv 
JfiTas nx^aro? Traoo'otvS'ot* xfAfofi. AthenXUS. L. ii. p. 4^9* 

Athcnxus. L. 1 1 , p* 4^* 

HlS 
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Kis aged parent there he found, 

And the kind confort of his better days, 

And all his blooming offspring. 

Then to the facred grove he Tped, 

The facred grove of laurel. 

'I n n O 2, or the Horse of Poseidon. 

F rom what has preceded, we may perceive, that the 
Scyphus, called at times the Cup of Hercules, of Ne- 
reus, of Oceanus, of the Sun, was no other than the Ark, 
reprefented under this charaacriftic. It was deferibed like- 
wife, as has been often mentioned, under the emblem of a 
large fifti, which Pliny terms fabulofa Ceto: and from this 
reprefentation, fhips, which were unwieldy, and of great 
burden, were often called Ceten$. ' K»]T»y»), ttKoiov wj 

K/]T0f. I cannot help furmifing, that the Horfe of Neptune, 
which in the conteft with Minerva he was faid 

to have produced, was a miftaken emblem ; and that the 
ancients in the original hiftory did not refer to that animal. 
What the, Hippus alluded to in the early mythology 

was certainly a float or * fliip, the fame as the Ceto : for in 

the 

* Hefyehius. 

• The tcrmsTTTTTos and Nai;$are mentioned in fuch a manner, as to appear m 
fome degree fynonymous. Pamphos introduces them in this manner together 
in fpeaking of Pofeldon, 

^XiTTCf^y tb cT oTWja, t 
It fbould be read 
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the firft place the Ceto was denominated Hippos : , 'Ittttoi/, tou 
fMsyoiv ^ciKx<r(riov ix^vv: by Hippos is sneant that huge jijh of 
the ocean\ i. e. the Ceto or Whale. Secondly it is remarkable 
that the Hippos was certainly called Scaphius, and Scuphius, 
Xmpiog mi as we find by the Scholiaft upon Ly- 

cophron. It was fuppofed to have been produced at the 
Colonus, when Neptune was afleep : or, as others tell the 
ftory, when the two Deities difputed about their right to 

Attica : ♦ tts^i mg Ttsr^ccg th S'j A&rimig Kohoovs 'Itto; 

Xnvtpiog s^riX^ev. The fame is mentioned by the Seholiaft 
upon Pindar. I therefore cannot help thinking that this 
fuppofed Horfe of Neptune, as it has lb manifefl a relation 
to the CetQ, and the Seyphus, mufl: have been an emblem 
of the like purport : and that it had originally a reference 
to the fame hiflory, to which the Seyphus and Ceto related. 

J'zo-'zzrg'fiDV 7 € T : 

By which, I make no dSiibt, were originally meant two forts of vcfills : the 
Ilippeia, large, iinweilcly, floats, the fame as Kyirriyxi: the other more icgulaily 
decked fliips. See Paufin. L. 7, p. 577. See alfo Homer’s Hymn ILati- 
c who exprefles the line above 
L^j'zurojt' re d 

^ Hefych. This was the fame as the feminine Ilippa, filled t!ic 

’Uirfe of Bacchus, 

Orphic Hymn. 48. 

* Lycophron. Scholia. V. 766. 

Tuque O cui prima furentem 

Fudit Equum magno tellus percufTa tridenti. Virgil. Georg. L. i. v. 12. 
Hence Argos T er I Jc(jn/iL»rT^ u7i:5. One of the three Chaldaic feminariesof 
learning was Hipparene, which is a compound of Hippa-Arene, and relates, as 
I fhould imagine, to the Ark, Hippa-Aren, pi<. BoiTippa in the neighbour- 
hood was probably Baris-Hippa, of the like purport. They both relate to 
the fame emblem, the Area x)nco:il 7 j 9 - 

VoL. II. 3 G 
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The fable of the Horfe certainly arole from a mifprilion of 
terms ; though the miftake be as old as Homer. The God- 
defs 'iTrTCXy Hippa, reprefented as a feminine, is the fame as 
Hippos, and relates to the fame hiftory. She is made 
the nurfe or fofter- mother of Dionufus ; and ftiled the foul 
of the world. She is moreover faid to have received Di- 
onufus, who from her had a fecond birth : and flie afliftcd 
Jupiter in labour : * 'H (jlsv y<x^ *l7r^ra itocnoi atrot 
Kxi. arw ‘XOL^ci Tw ©soXoyM — t/TToJgp^sTat A/ory- 

<rov. *0 i's UTCQ TH th Aio5 ir^ofremv sig ayri^v, 

KOLi (TVXkCLfJL^CtVS^OLl mi ’ItTTTU jKsySTOll riKTOVri TW All. 
The purport of this allegory is not very obfcure j and will be 
illuftrated hereafter. Dionufus was fuppofed to .have been 
twice born j and thence was ftiled ^i<pvri;. Sometimes the 
intermediate ftatc is taken into account ; and he is repre- 
fented as having experienced three different lives r 
^ O^yiov, appjiToy, r^Kposs, fc^vpiov Aiog B^vog. 

’’ Ki}iM(rm Aiovv(j’oVy Bva^rj^x, 

n^ooToyoyov, Sipvriy r^iyovov. 

His laft birth was from Hippa, at which time nature itfelf 
was renewed. 

* 'Hjg TTCtKlV VctlOLV Tg, XCtl Ov^OLVOV SV^VV BTlKTSV. 

Hippa, Big rjv r^o<rBi<riy Aimirogj was certainly the Ark,. 

s Proclus in Timxo. P. 124,. 185. See p. 28. of this volume. 

* Orphic. Hymn. 51. 

’ Orphic. Hymn. 29. 

• Verfus Orphic, e* Proclo in Timsum. 3. P. 137.' 

into 


s 
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into which the Patriarch retired ; and from which he was 
afterwards releafed, to enjoy a new life, and another world. 
Hence arofe the many fymbols of an Horfe. Damatcr near 
the Olive Mount in Arcadia was worlhiped by the Pliiga- 
lians in a dark cavern. She was dcfcribed as a ’ woman, 
but with the head of an horfe, and hicroglyphical repre- 
fentations of Icrpents and other animals. She fat upon a 
rock, clothed to her feet ; with a dolphin in one hand, 
and a dove in the other. Marus Balus, an ancient 
Deity of Italy '* was reprefented under an hieroglyphic, 
as a perfon with the face of a man before, and of a 
horfe behind, and was faid to have lived three times. The 
hiftory of Pegafus, the winged horfe, is probably of the 
fame purport. " Palacphatus, a judicious writer, interprets 
it fo ; and fuppofes Pegafus to have been nothing clfe but a 
Ihip : OrOjUa tw TrXoi^ Hriyxcrog. Arion, who was fup- 
pofed to have been faved by a Cctus, or Dolphin, feems to 
have been the fifla itfelf, and was thence named “ Hippos. 
This Hippos was in confequence of it faid to have been the 
offspring of Pofeidon and Da-mater. Some gave out, that 
Gaia, the Earth, was its parent. In the accounts given by 
the Corinthians of Arion, and Palaemon, we have the fame 
Arkite hiftory varied, and referred to different reras. Co- 
rinth feems to have abounded with Arkite emblems more 
than moft places in Greece. 


’ Paufanias, L. 8. p. 686. 

^‘jlJlian. Var. Hift. L. 9. c. 16. «7ra9<zra)i', eC<S(» Tf<;. 

” Pala;phat. de BeUerophonte. P. 66. 

'iTTTroi A^tuv. Paufan. L. 8. p. 650. 'linrai tytwwe Fltceif'eai/ A^im’Xj 
g^xa-i, x.a.1 rinycia-oi’. Hcfychius. 

** See Paufanias. L. Zi p. 113. TaAnr/nxyxA’/.x 'Keci Ixttm 


iiXxxiAxvQi KijTSf, xA. 
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Of the SACRED CONTEST. 

r“|^ HIS account of the Hippos may ferve to decipher 
JL fomc other mythological traditions, the purport of 
which have not yet been made known. I have in a for- 
mer part Ihewn, that the hiftory of Deucalion, and of 
the appulfe of the Ark, was adopted by different nations, 
and referred to their own country. And not only the true 
hiftory, but the metaphorical account, was in like manner 
retained, and appropriated to different places. As the Ark 
was reprefented under the lymbol of Hippos, and was pre- 
ferved from the violence of the fea by the wifdom, and in- 
fluence, of Providence, the ancients deferibed this hiftory 
under a notion of a conteft, wherein Minerva and Neptune 
were engaged. Each of thefe Deities, it feems, laid claim 
to a region : and upon compromiflng the difpute, Minerva is 
faid to have given birth to the olive tree ; and Neptune 
produced a horfe. Sometimes, inftcad of Minerva, Juno is 
introduced as a principal in the conteft. Thefe notions 
arofe from emblematical deferiptions of the Deluge, which 
the Grecians had received by tradition : but what was ge- 
neral, they limited, and appropriated to particular places. 
There were accounts retained by the people of Argos, con- 
cerning a Deluge in the days of Inachus j but they did 
not imagine it to have extended beyond the limits of their 
own country. It arofe from a ’ difpute between Neptune 

* Paiifanias. L, i; p. i6i. 

^ Tojy 3-ecyp no{refJ^ooyos acci A^nvcc^y i'jn Ke^egoyro^ 

'EAA^ja-i TT^oi t); 5 Eiifcb. Chron. P, 28. 1 . 52. 

and 
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and Juno; who contended for the poffemon of the province, 
which was adjudged by Inachus to Juno. There was a 
tradition of a like * conteft, and between the fime perfons, 
for the region of Mycene ; which was here too decided in’ 
favour of the fame Goddefs. The people of Tra-zen had a 
fimilar ’ hiftory concerning their territory : but the difputc 

here was between Neptune and Minerva ; A^r,yay y.xi Ho- 

c-si^wva a(J.<picr^m(rcci tts^i Tr,g The natives attri- 

buted to each a ihare ; but particularly venerated the God- 
defs, whom they ftiled Minerva IIoAia^, Polias. At Corinth 
they had the like hiftory ; where Neptune again appears the 
aggreflbr : but his opponent is the Sun. Laftly, wc read 
of a contention for the land of Attica between this God of 
the Sea, and the tutelary Deity Minerva : which Paufanias 
obferves to have been an hjftory nearly jraralkl to that at 
Corinth. ToJs a Ko^ivd'ioig [JLom Tt)g yjx^xg tg-iv 
fjLSVOVy oAAa, Sfxot ^oysi, z^uiToi vrs^i Trig ATTt}(r,g 

STsiJLUoXo'yriTxv. AsynTi cJs mi 01 Ko^ivhot lloo'sjJ'wra e?^- 
^siv 'HAiw Ts^i rr,g yrjg sg x(j,p(r^r,TYiTiv' Je d^iaA- 

XxKTriv yivsi^ai (T<pmv. In this laft difpute about Attica, 
Minerva is faid to have had the advantage ; and in confe- 
quence of it an olive-tree fprang up in the Acropolis of 
Athens, and at the fame time Neptune produced the Ilorfc 
Scuphius. I think it is manifeft, that thefe accounts, how- 
ever limited, relate to one general event ; but the hiftory 

Paufanias. L. 2. p. 145. 

3 Paufanias. L. 2. p. 181. 

4 Paufanias. Corinth. L. 2. p. ii2« 

has 
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has been adopted, and varied, according to the mythology of 
different places. This olive-tree at Athens was greatly re- 
verenced, and reputed of high * antiquity : but the Atheni- 
ans had no other traditions concerning it, than that it was an 
evidence of the advantage, which Minerva gained over Neptune 
in this difpute for the country. Jg EAaiap 'dhv S’^airiv aA- 

Ao eiTTBiv JO TJo (JLOL^rv^iop yavs^xi tutq e; top ctyupct top etpi 
This liiflory was reprefented among the araS-JOjaaTa 
in the Acropolis by more Artifts than one. ^ Otfi^sp (tb ITa^- 
^spuipos) ;5 Ilo<rsi^oopog A^-JOi^av sg:ip vttb^ t»]^ Fj)?. 
Behind the temple called Parthenon^ or temple of the virgin^ is 
the [latue of Neptune cojitending with Minerva for the land. 
^ In another place was Minerva, and the olive-tree, and Nep- 
tune making a fliow of railing the waves of the deep, 
KVfJLCL apapdipicp. There was likewife a ftatue of the Earth 
in a fupplicating pofture ; requefting, as Paufanias imagines, 
that Jupiter would fend her rain : ’ Eft tJg Kcti Fjo? ayoAr^a 

■' raufanias. L. 8. p. 643. Lycophron Schol. V. 766. 

^ Paufaniiis. L. i. p. 64. Many fuppofe the place, where the horfe was pro- 
<Uiced, to have been in Scythia : others in Arcadia: others again in TheiTaly. See 
Sei'vius in Virg. Georgic, L. i.v. 12. 

7 Paufanias. L. i. p. 57. 

* Ibid. 

^ Pauhinias. L. i. p. 57- He thinks that there was probably fome drought in 
Attica, or perhaps in Greece. But then we fliould have had Minerva, or fome 
other tutelary Deity of the country, intreating Xwee The intreaties 

of the Earth fliould, I think, moft naturally be general, and for no lefs than the 
whole. 

In the Acalemia, Kai HAa/a$a toto hiyofA^vov qnxi'mcii, 

Paufanias. L. i. p. 76. 

Sophoclis CEdipus Colom V. 726. U<^*v oiov ^yta xA. 

iKersv^fTTii 



iHB Analysis op Ancient Mythology, 41^ 

hBTSvms V(rcti 01 TOP A<«. The tradition, I make no doubt, 
was fo far true, that the hiftory related to rain: but from 
the circumftances of the other ftatues, with which this was 
furrounded, I (hould imagine that the purport of this en- 
treaty was rather to avert it as an evil, than to implore 
it for a blefllng. As the objed of the fupplication was 
confeffedly unknown, we may be allowed to form con- 
jedures as well as the author. I fhould therefore from 
the collateral hiftories imagine, that this ftatue had the 
lame reference, as that of Ilythyia sm 'yovx(nv at Tcgea : and 
that they both related to the Deluge, and to the dcHrudion 
of mankind in the waters. In Ihort, I take all thefe to have 
been general hiftories ; but through length of time miftaken, 
and abridged, and limited to particular places. 


ADD!- 



( +*6 ) 


ADDITIONAL TYPES. 


TAURUS, APIS, M N E U I S, L A- 
B A N, L A B A R, LARIS, LA- 
RISSA. Alfo of A I T H Y A, I L I- 
1’ H Y A, O R A T H Y A : and of the 
MANES, and LARES. 


I T may not be eafy at this diftance of time to afford uni- 
formly a reafon, why the Egyptians, and other nations, 
made ufe of thofe particular fymbols, by which their 
hiflories have been tranfmitted. At leaft, if we may in 
fome inftanccs affign a caufc, yet in others there may ap- 
pear no relation between the primitive idea, and the fubfli- 
tute, by which it is reprefented. However, when any light 
can be obtained, it will be worth our while to inveftigate 
the truth ; and to find out the latent meaning. For if by 
any means we can arrive at the purport of thefc emblems, 
a great infight will be obtained into the myfteries and my- 
thology of Egypt, and into the hifiory of the firft ages. It 
has been upon this inducement, that 1 have advanced fo fin; 

and 
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and fliall venture to proceed a few degrees farther in my 
inquiries upon this fubjedt. 

It is faid of the Patriarch after the Deluge, tliat lie be- 
came ' nOKin a man of the earth, or huibandman. 'This 
is rendered by the Seventy, yj]S ; or, as it Rands in 

nioft of the copies, ’ OLV^^onT^og ys(t3^yog yrj?. The iniddle 
term is redundant, and was originally a marginal interpre- 
tation of the two extremes : by which is meant, that 
Noah was a perfon addidled to agriculture. This circum- 
Rance was religioufly recorded in all the ancient hiRories 
of Egypt. And it was upon this account, I imagine, 
that the ox, fo ufeful in huR)andry, was made an emblem 
of the Patriarch. Flence we find many pieces of ancient 
fculpture, upon which is to be feen the Ox’s head with the 
Egyptian modius between his horns, relative to the cir- 
cumRances of this hiRory. But, exclufivc of thefe engraven 
fymbols, the living animal was in many places held lacred, 
and reverenced as a Deity. OncinRance ol this was at Mem- 
phis, where they worfliiped the facred Bull Apis : and ano- 
ther was to be found at Heliopolis, where they held the 
Bull Mnevis, or ^ Mneuis, in equal veneration, 'fhe like 
cuRom was obferved at ^ Momemphis, * Aphroditopolis, 

* Genefis. C. 9. v. 20. 

* Ka/ yjp^ocTo N&jg avQpcii}7roi ysco^yoi yyji* Koct ufATrcAon’ci. Ibid. 

* Diodor. Sic. L. i. p. 19. tS'e ^ov Ainviv 

ev HAiyTToAf/. Eufeb. P. E. L. 2. c. i. p. 51. 

^Strabo. L. 17. p. 1155. 2ryj^.ei<z£yiie^<x. 

Mbid. I.. 17. p, 1163. Aev^n Sci lepcc, 

VoL. 11. 3 H 


and 
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and ‘ Chufa, with this difFerence, that the 0636(3: of adora» 
tion in thefe places was an Heifer or Cow. 

That the Apis, and Mneuis were both reprefentations of 
an ancient perfonage is ’’ certain : and who that perfon- 
age was, may be known from the account of him given by 
Diodorus, He fpeaks of him by the name of Mneues ; but 
confines his liiftory to Egypt, as the hiftory of Saturn was 
limited to Italy ; that of Inachus and Phoroneus to Argos j 
of Deucalion to Theffaly. Mneues, or, as the ancient Do- 
rians exprcflcd it, Mneuas, is a compound of Men-Neuas, 
and relates to the fame perfon, who in Crete was ftiled 
Minos, Min-noas, and whofe city was Min-Noa : the fame 
alfo who was reprefented under the emblem of ^ the Men- 
Taur, or Mino-taurus. Diodorus fpeaks of Mneues, as the 
firfl; lawgiver ; and fays, that he lived after the asra of the 
Cods and Heroes, when a change was made in the manner 
of life, among * men. He deferibes him as a man of a moft 
exalted foul, and a great promoter of civil fociety, which lie 
benefited by his laws. Thefe laws were unwritten ; and he 
received them from the chiej God Hermes, who conferred 
them as a gift ol great importance upon the world j which 

* Kdoy.]) Aiy^’TjLx 'Kci 'Txi to ov-^jj.x.^^V.v A(^ Ovrocii^v 

avim' Ss xxi fyr . — xett clvtyiv Jb t»v \(7iv AiyvTrir.t^ 

'tAutT'^o i^xxi .^lian de Animal. L. lo. c. 27* 

SVe Lycophron. V. 209. ajid Scholia. 

® MfTJt T/jv 7rx?.'Xixy TO xecT A.yuiTTOv Qib xccTctyacriVy T:n' pL’J^^oAoyi^ixem' yi^ 
je TOW Occkv KXi llpcooovj TTBiaxi Cpx'Ti rr^coTQV xyexTnoti 
CXCi-OiXt TCC eVur Ibtyl’) TOP UPS OX KXl y.Cit 

To ilcy XGii OTxi TO.'y fJV)>no',fLojxByct:v. xvju top ’^Eou)^ 

PXi 7b2b<, yr-j 0 ?XkT X') X^jJP ai7iU6 Diod. L. K p. 84. 

through 
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through them would be highly benefited. He was the 
fame as Menes, whom the Egyptians reprefented as their 
firft king ; and a great benefa^or. This was the perfon 
who ’ firft facrificed to the Gods, and brought about the 
great change in diet j a circumftancc, which occurs conti- 
nually in the hiftory of the firft ages. We find it made a 
charadleriftic of almoft every ancient perfonage, mg OLv^^ooxag 
£? mi Sri^iuhg (Jiairi;? iizrct^r.mi, that he ivithdrew 

mankind from their favage and bloody repajls. Of this foul 
and unnatural manner of feeding, which prevailed in the an- 
tediluvian world, I have fpoken before. The poets, and 
mythologifts, continually allude to it, and memorials of 
it were kept up in all their rites and myfteries, where one • 
part of the ceremony confifted in eating raw flefh, which 
was often torn from the animal, when alive. Menes, who 
put a ftop to this cruel pradice, and introduced a more mild 
diet, is ftiled Meen by Herodotus, and was the fmie as 
Men-Neuas, of whom I have been fpeaking : the fame alfo 
as the Men-Taur, and Taur-Men, of other countries. Dio- 
dorus calls this famous lawgiver " Bay Myevr^v^ Taurus Men- 
Neues ; from whence we may judge, that he was the fame 
perfon, whom the Egyptians reverenced under the fymbol 
of the lacred Bull ; efpecially as it was called by the fame 
name Mneuas, and Mneues. 

The name of Apis I imagine to have been an Egyptian 
’ Ibid. p. 42. 

T');^ TToc^ociotv Sm aocTcci^cccni'. Scc above. 

** In the prefent copies it is Ciow which is not fenfe. It undoubted]/ 

fhould be altered to Buy i for that was his title : and he was reverenced under 
that fymbol. 


3H2 
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term for a father : whence came the term Appa, Appas, 
and Apia among the Greeks : which Jaft is equivalent to 
Patria among the Romans. Homer induftrioufly adheres 
to ancient words : and he tells us, when Neftor was lent 
from Pylos to fight againft the Centaurs of Theflaly, 
that he went “ rriho^Bv aTTOi? This may fignify 

either that he went far away e patria terra, from his 
own country t or clfe to a great diftance from the region 
of Apis, which undoubtedly was fo called from Apis of 
Egypt. In this interpretation I differ from ’’ Strabo, Eu- 
ftathius, and all the Scholiafts ; who think, that by Apia 
w'as meant fomething at a diftance. Plence TnihoOev ciTtirg 
yoLiYig muft fignify longe a longinqua terra which is 
fcarccly fenfe. Paufanias who was as good an antiquary, 
as Strabo was a geographer, aflurcs us, that of old the 
whole region of the Peloponnefus was ftilcd Apia : and 
that it was fo denominated from Apis. We may there- 
fore be aft'urcd, that the term was fometimes ufed for 
a proper name. But it likewife fignified patria, from Apis 
a father : whence came the Greek term Axtyx;, o 

^hich fign 'tficd a pat'ent. Apas was exprefled Appas, 
juft as Atis was rendered Attis ; Amon, Ammon: Adon, 
x\ddon. Diana is made to fay to Jove, 

Iliad. A. V. 270. r. V. 49, OdyfT. H. V. 25. 

*3 'I'hey rcnvlcr by 7 rc^,yjo Ek •ytjf Schol. in 

lIoiD. Iliul. L. A. V. 2. At I xy Si TT.poj Strabo. L. 8. p. 370. 

Ibjv ATTiav xTr exsir'd {AtiSo^) xocAciaboci. l\iiirin. 

L. 2. p. 12^. Apis is luppofcd ta have come from beyond Naupatftus ; At.^ 
ix Suppliccs, But by the coming of Apis is to 

be uiiderilood the Introdudtion of particular rites j which were originally from 

** ilcfychius. 

Aoc 
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y,oi Tfx^^svijeiv ciiusHoVy Attttx^ ^vKxto’sh/, 

Grant me, my dear Appa, to maintain a perpetual virginity. 
Ulyffes, fpeaking to Alcinous of Jiis own country Ithaca, 
ftiles it ^ X'Kit\ yxiXy by which is undoubtedly meant pa- 
tria terra. The name of the earth itfclf among the Scytha; 
was •* Apia, the feminine of Apis. This eould not fignify 
remote. No people would give the word dijiant for a gene- 
ral term to the Earth, which they worflaiped, as a Goddcfs ; 
no more than they would to the country, where they rcfidcd. 
They efteemed the Earth their common parent, and hence 
they gave her the name of Apia, as they gave the title of 
’’ Pappaius to Zeus ; whom they looked upon as their fa- 
ther. Ojie term ^explains the other precifcly. And that 
we may not be at a lofs to know, who was meant by this 
reputed father Apis ; Epiplianius tells us that he was the 
fame as “ Inachus : in whofc days the Deluge happened. 

I have mentioned, that the Mneuis, or as the Dorians 
exprelTes it *' Mneuas, is a contraction ofMcn-Neuas, the 
Lunar God Neuas, the fame as Noas, or Noah. It has alfo 
been fhewn, that Oliris, the planter of the vine, the inveiitcr 
ci the plough, the great hufhandman, was no other thaa 

’« Callimach. H. Dian. V. 6. 

Homer. Odyff H. V. 25. 

Herodotus. L. iv. c. 59. 

Pappa, and Pappus, fignified in many langitiges a father. Hence '7« t* 

Hefycli. Wlicn NaufiLaa in Homer ad' 
drefics her father, (he calls him Pappa. See Herodor. above, 

rjccTTtTT^x ar cT/j fj.01 cezonnu'. Odyfl. Z, V 57* 

Hasres. L. i. p, ii. A r/foj 7 rP 0 Te^:>y xA'/Otrrcij* 

•'Mneuis, MieuiSi of Diodorus. L. i. p. 19.- 

. Noah i 
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Noah ; and to him thefe animals were facred.' , Plutarck 
accordingly informs us, ** Tsg Tctv^ag fisg Toy TE oro- 

fxct^ofjisvov AriVy kcu tov Mvbviv^ that 

the bulky both that -which was called ApiSy and the other named 
Mneuisy were alike facred to Ofris. They were looked 
upon as *5 living oracles, and real Deities : and to be in a 
manner animated by the very foul of the perfonage, whom 
they reprefented. Diodorus fpeaks of the honour, in which 
they were held, as being equal to that paid to the ** Gods. 
In another place he aflures us, that they were reverenced as 
Deities, and this univerfally, by all the people of Egypt, 
The Mneuis was worftiiped at Heliopolis, as the Apis was at 
Memphis; hence fome have thought, that the former was 
particularly facred to the Sun. They were both equally 
dedicated to Ofiris : who among other titles had that of 
Helius : but they related more to him under the charader 
of the Deus Lunus, and from hence the Mneuis was deno- 
minated. Under this charader the Egyptians did not refer 
to the planet in the heavens, but to a perfon j and to the 

** Ifis et Ofiris. P. 366. 

B&it yoc^ €iy,ova Ibid. 

\ivfjior<;.ov (ixorcc vofAf^Btv t>?5 Ocrtgii'oi Toy Attiv, Ibid. P. 362. 
Tov Ss A vrii’ eixovct fjLtv Ou’t^t'^os epL-^v^ov eivxi* Ibid. P. 368, 

*+ 'O A'zjrff, c avT 05 Qcri^ii, Ibid. 

TeAiurnarai’Toi OatoiS'os twtoi/ (f«i) « fJLtTS^)i^ xut Stet Tccurx 

Kxttvr> )cA. Diodor. L. i. p. 76. 

TcL/i Se TWy rov Tg Att/k, xoLi rov Mveviy TtfJLcx.a^ati'zc-ac^^'Oir^riaim 

T 015 ©5Ci5. L. I. p. 79. Atsti^j6€os Aiyv'ZijTHior. Suidas. 

*^Tovi Se Tat/fw tvs I'epvs — aeCea-Oai xetOatTzrff 6ev§ }caTfltlV;;^9;?rtxx 

TiTcto-ty AiyvTTTiots. L. I. p. 19. Apis, populoriim omnium numcn. Mela 
L. I. c. 9. Otos eve^yec^acTos o Aizrts* .$!ian dc Animal. L. ii. c. lo. 
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jttachinc, in which he had been preferved : the fame, which 
was Ailed Rhea and Damater. 

The Egyptians imagined, that the Ark had a refemblance 
to the new moon ; which I have (hewn to have been a fa- 
vourite emblem. And there is reafon to think, that they 
made ufe of fome art to imprefs the figire of a cref- 
cent upon the Adcs of thefe fucred animals : as it is cer- 
tain, that white marks of this form were generally fecn 
upon them. The Mneuis was uniformly chofen of a 
black colour, that thefe impreflions might more plainly 
appear. The like is faid of the Apis, who is by Pliny 
deferibed as a Deity. ** Bos in i^lgypto etiam- numinis vice 
colitur ; Apim vocant. Infigne ei in dextro latere candi- 
cans macula, cornibus luna: crefcerc incipientis. The fame 
account is given by Marcellinus. ’’ Eft autem Apis bos 
cliverAs genitalium notarurn figuris cxprcfl'iis, maximeque 
omnium corniculantis luna; fpccic latcri dextro inlignis. 
Thefe animals arc faid to have had this regard paid to 
them, as being emblems of hujbandryy which Ofiris foimd out : 
and they were deftgned as memorials of the fruits of the earth 
being propagated : and of the perjons to whom the world was 
indebted for thofe bleffmgs ; that the remembrance of fo great 
henefaSlions might la ft to the latefl generations, 

VM.gw — o:pcJc^,u'^>ccf. Attii/ —//.«/ «)' a xc^/ a'j /o;' Jjfo -rcj/ 
aV'.i’. Porphyrins apud Piilcb. Prajp. livan. L. 3.0- 13. p. 1 ij- 
*8 L. .8. c 46. p. 472. 

*9 L. 22. p. 257. 

30 _Aju,« a ro x-j- 

2rV5 Tur Ta-H tsto'I' ixif Traeai <>cri(My "^iyoi/iiui t./S t.'i'i 

ti~ XTrxyTa. icy tyiuyx. Diotior. L. I. p. 79. 

But 
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But they were not only reprefentatives of the perfon, or 
pcrfons, by whom the world had been fo much benefited ; 
but, as I have before mentioned, of the machine likewife, 
in which they had been preferved. This was deferibed as 
a crefeent ; and called Theba, Baris, Argus. In confe- 
qucnce of which we find, that thefe terms, and the name 
of an Ox or Bull, were among the eaftern nations fynony- 
mous. The Syrians, like the people at Mo-Memphis, held 
a Cow in great reverence : and to what they alluded may 
be known by the etymologifts, who have commented upon 
their worfliip T^sysrcti r[ Ca?. Hie facred hei- 

fer of the Syrians is no other than *Iheba, the Ark. 0})Sa 
j) xata "The Ark among the Syrians is filed 

Bous, a cow : undoubtedly becaufe it was fo typified. Hefy- 
chius, conformably to' the above, mentioning the various fig- 
nifications of the term Ba?, Bos, takes notice, ” Ba?, — Ba^/^, 
A^yoi ; By an Ox or Bull is fignified Bar is j and Argus : 
tv’o names of the facred (hip, the fame as Theba above. 
The facred cakes, which were offered at the Arkite tem- 
ples, were filled Boun^ and were prefented upon every fe- 
venth day. They had little horns, and were facred to 
Selene : as wc learn from Flefychius, who renders the term 
Bous. Ba? sr*, trig <£^ov. The 

Etymolog. Magnum, 

V- ScholKiLl upon Lycophron. V. 1206. 

r. It IEojM be read. It (lands now Caoo5 Apyoi, 

V lured fee Vol. i. p. 298. The Mclifllc, thofe prieftefles of 

’ f lit V. s,. .M.^d ' XiAnrni' MeAio'trxv eKccAovy' dt 

^ be Aniro Nympharum, P. 262, 


fame 
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fame emblem ^as held facred in Pcrfis, arid Chufiftan ; 
where Mithras the parent of mankind was repreicnted under 
the figure of a fleer, or heifer. Statius has ibnie aliufions 
to this image, when he mentions 

Perfei fub rupibus antri 
Indignata fequi torquentem cornua Mithran. 

Upon this the Sclioliaft obferves, Perfee in Spclceis coli 
Solem primi invenifle dicuntur. Eft etiam in fpelteo qui- 
dam Perfico habitu cum tiara utrifque manibus bovis cornua 
comprimens, quae interpretatio ad lunam dicitur. He fays, 
that the purport of the fculpturc related to the moon. It 
did fo : however not to the planet ; but to the Arkite cref- 
cent, of which Mithras Tauriformis was the fuppofed Di- 
vinity. Of the grottos here alluded to by the Sclioliaft, 
which were fituated near the Campus Magorum, I have be- 
fore taken notice. Among thofe ancient entablatures, which 
arc there carved in the rock, there is one above the reft cu- 
rious. In this is deferibed Mithras Bovinus, with the head 
and horns of a bull ; fimilar to the figures of Ills in Egypt. 
There is alfo the celeftial bowj and over all is the child 
Eros, or Maneros, winged, and fitting upon the bow : allb 
a perfon afeending fome fteps to adore the facred phaeno- 
raenon. It is a remarkable piece of fculpture : and every 
part of it illuftrates the fubje<ft, of which I have been hi- 
therto treating. 

55 Thebaid. L. i. v. 720, 

Schol. ibid. Tetu^o} /juy y.a,i SeAwss a Tcmo'if, Porphy* 

rius fupra. 

A copy of it has been given before, Vol. i. page 23a, and is here again 
reprefented upon a larger fcale. 

VoL. II. 3 I 
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Thefe fymbolical animals of Egypt are by many writers 
fpokcn of as Vituli, or 5* calves ; and Herodotus, treating of 
Apis, mentions him as o fJLOT'^og o mXso[j,Bvog : thejleer 

tailed ylpis. When the Ifraelites fell into the idolatry of Egypt, 
they worfliiped a calf in Horeb. And when this folly was 
renewed under Jeroboam, ftill the objc<a of worfliip was the 
fame. This king made two calves : one of which he fet up 
in Bethel, and the other in Dan. They are fometimes repre- 
fented as females ; and in the book of Tobit complaint is 
made againft the apoftate Tribes in Ifrael, who all facrificed 
to the Goddefs Baaly reprefented by an heifer. IlccQ’a.i a,i 
(pvXoLiy di (Tvy(X.7tog‘OL<ra.i eOvov BaaA, tji This 

was certainly an emblem of that fuppofed Deity, called Gaia, 
Rhea, and Daniater. 

Tccici 0ea, (jlyits^ Maxa^wj/, t 

Hence Apuleius, when he is deferibing the Pompa Idaca, 
fays of the facred Cow, Erat ea Bos omniparentis Deaj 
foecundum fimulachrum. From this wc may be led to inter 
that the female was the appointed emblem of the Ark ; and 
the male of the perfon. The flirines, where this ftrange ado- 
ration was paid, were efteemed oracular ; whence the ani- 
mal had the name of Alphi, Dei vox : which was rendered 
Alpha by the Greeks. Hefyehius accordingly tells us, 

38 Atcc 'Tt fipvyey ecTo ad o o ^xAt'XTos ad dx. ipKnviv, Jeremiah. 

C. 46. V. 1 5. 

39 L. 3. c. 

1 Kings. C. 12. V. 28, 29, 

C. I. V. 5. 

Orphic Hymn. 25. 

Metamorph. L. 9. p; 373. Edit. Delph. 
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A^f« or AXpa, foo? )te<pctXn, Th Phenkiam 

ca l an Ox, or Cow, or the head of thofe animals. Alpha. And 

of Cadmus, fays, *Uhat he placed Alpha 
thefirji letter, becaufe among the Phenicians it was the name 
ofthefacred Steer or Heifer. I have before taken notice, tliat 
the Grecian writers have fuppofed Cadmus to have been con- 
duced by a Cow : but the true hiftory may be known 
from the defeription of the Cow, by which Cadmus, or ra- 
ther the Cadmians, are fuid to have been direCed. 

Asmov imrs^de re^i^Xostov ijure fjcrivtu. 

It had upon each fide a mark, refembling the figure of the 
moon. Paufanias mentions the fame circumftance: and 
fays, that it was a white mark, and like the moon, when at 
full. Among all the famples, which arc now extant cither 
upon coins or marbles, the mark is uniformly a crelccnt : 
and fuch we may imagine the true hiftory to have been, 
from whence Paufanias copied. The peculiar hieroglyphic, 
with which the animal was fuppofed to have been diftin- 
guifhed, fhews, that the hiftory related to one of the facred 
kine of Egypt ; and from them the oracle was derived. 

The Egyptians undoubtedly worfhiped one of thefc ficrcd 
animals at their city Pharbethits ; for Phar in the Amonian 
language, like ne, of the Chaldeans, and Hebrews, fjgnified 
an Ox, or Bull j and by Beth was denoted a temple. Hence 
by Phar-Beth is to be underftood Bovis ZEcles, the temple 

^ix TO ^oivixcts bT« roy Bdv* Sympos. Qiiaeft. ix. 3. p. 738. 

Schol. in Arifloph* v.,256. 

£>X,X7€pX^ TVS Coos 7r^\.€V^0C.S TVf^ilOV SVT^iVXt BiXCtO’JJ.iVOV 7V‘i 

oTTOTt tin Ti/^ync. L. 9. p. 733, See backward the treatife upon Cad- 
mus. P. 162. 

3 I 2 
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oftlie facred BulK I have before (hewn, that Petah, and 
Patah, fignified an Officer, and Prieft. Hence the perfons 
ftiled in the fcripCures Petah-Phar, and rendered in our 
verfion Potiphar, and Potiphera, were priefts of this order. 
Potiphar prieft of On was an attendant upon the Mneuis in 
the city Zoan, or Heliopolis : which was alfo called On. 
Analogous to this Ifis Pharia was in acceptation Dea Bo- 
vina from the hieroglyphic Phar, under which ftie was re- 
prefented; In a former treatilc I imagined, that by Phar- 
beth was meant the of Pharaoh ; and I have re- 

peated it : but Beth is generally to be underftood in a re- 
ligious fenle ; and as Phar fignified an Ox or Bull, I fhould 
be inclined to the latter interpretation. Pataneit was a title 
of the fame purport as Petaphar. Proclus fpeaks of a Son- 
chin, or prieft, at Heliopolis, who was fo called. He ex- 
prefles it which is a variation of little confe- 

quence. Neit had the fame fignification, as Phar ; and is 
by Macrobius rendered ** Netos, or Neton : who fays, that 
the facred Bull at Heliopolis was fo called. Hence Pata- 
Neit was Sacerdos Bovis : Apis, vel Mneuis, Minifter. Ifis 
Pharia was alfo ftiled Neit, which the Grecians exprelTed 

Genefis. C. 39. v. i. and C. 41. v. 45. 

♦*Nunciat odavam Pharias fua turba Juvencae. Martial. L. 10. Epig. 48. 

Ifi, Phoronaeis quondam ftabulata fub antris. 

Nunc Regina Phari. Statius. Sylv. L. 3. Ad Metium Celercm. 

He fpeaks, as if her title related to the Pharos. Regina Pharia fignifies iCs 
Bovina. 

Vol. I. P. 97. Radicals. 

Proclus in Timsum. L. i. p. 31. Tlxreven* 

” L. I. c. 21. p. 212. Taurum Soli iacrutn, quern Neton cognominant. 
Net-On. Taurus Solis. 


A- 
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^ N))i^ : and her prieft at Sais was called Petaneit j Saccrdos 
Ilidis Bovinze. 

In refpea to the Apis and Mneuis, there feems to have 
been a determined period for their worfhip : at the expi- 
ration of which they were carried to the Nile and drowned 
in the river. This was attended with univerfal lamenta- 
tions ; during which the priefts went in queft of another 
of the fame kind with the neceflary marks. When fuch a 
one was found, he was led in triumph to the temple, and 
the fame rites were renewed. But though writers fj)cak of 
thefe neceflary charadleriftics, as originally inherent in the 
animals, yet the lunar emblem upon the fide was certainly 
a work of art. The people in Egypt told Plutarch, that 
it was efFe<fted, sxuipri Tris SsAijy)]?, a touch of the moon : 
which he underftands of the planet. The perfons, who 
afforded the intelligence, undoubtedly meant, that it was 
done by the application of an inftrument in the form of a 
crefeent. With this they applied fome cauftic, by which 
they took off the black hairs: and in the room of thefe 
white ones fucceeded in the fliape of a lunette. We are told, 
that when the Apis died, it was put into a or coffin, 

and folemnly interred in the temple of Sarapis. I cannot 
in this place omit taking notice of the name Sarapis, about 

Plato Timffius. Vol. 3. p. 21. Aiyvn-rK^t rnyo/ji.cc NnS. 

N«( 9 , TTctp AiyvTTTioii. Hefych. 

JJ Apis— poll vivendi fpatium praeftitutum.facro fonte immerfus. Marcellinus. 
L. 22. p, 257. 

5 + Sympos. L. 8. p. 718. 

Suidas foppofes, that the ApU was conceived fx 2«Aaos rwi 

Clemens Alexand. Strom. L. i. p. 383. _ 

which 
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which there has often been controverfy even among feme 
of the ancients. This arofe from their blending two dif- 
ferent ideas under one term : which the Egyptians cer- 
tainly diftinguifhed. But as the words were nearly the 
fame in found, the Grecians have confounded them ; and 
ufed them indiCcriminately. Sar fignified any thing no- 
ble. Thofe great lords, the Tyrians, are by the facred 
vPriters ftiled Sarim. Ofiris, the great hufbandman who 
had been expofed in an ark, was ftiled Sar-Apis ; which 
ftgnifies illuftris Genitor, the gicat father of mankind. But 
there was likewife the term Sor, from whence came the 
of the Greeks j which ftgnified a bier or coffin : alfo a 
place of interment. Hence the temple, where the dead 
Apis was depoftted, had the name of Sor- Apis, rendered 
inaccurately Sarapis. Plutarch did not know the diftindion, 
and hence fancied, that fome people in Egypt would not 
allow Sarapis to have been a God. ** Ovx smt $sov rov 
TTJV, xhXx rov Airi^oi <ro^ov arw? ovo^xr^xi. Injiead of admit- 
ting Sarapis as a Deity they mfejied that it was only the tomh 
of Apis. The difpute was about the found of a word. 
No Egyptian could deny the divinity of the God Serapis : 
but Sor- Apis had another meaning: and this was the 

57 Ifaiah. C 33. V, 8. See Radicals. P. 73. 

5 * Ifis ct Ofiris. P.362. Sor alfo among the Amonians fignified a bull: 
which was fometimes exprefled Tor, and Tur. Sar-Apis may therefore fome- 
cuncs fignify the Bulb Apis. 

Tarov a fjL€y Aio, €<poLaa.v iivony 01 (te rov NeiAor, to /jloS'iov e^mev xe- 
petA^, xai TQv TTT?;^!/. Suidas. 

Slfcv“ o< i^iv U 01 J'g ScoOi 

Plut. Ifis ct Ofiris. P. 375. 


term 
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term in debate. The Egyptians infifted, , and with good 
reafon, that Sor-Apis was a name given to the place of 
fepulture of the facred bull ; and did not relate to the 
Deity. That I am right in my notion may be proved from 
the teftimony of Nymphodorus of Amphipolis. He (ays 
exprefly, that when the Apis died, and had been embalmed, 
the priefts laid it in a <ro^o?, or tomb. And that this was 
in the temple of the Deity, or Daemon, whom they mod 
honoured t and the place of fepulture was called Soro- 
Apis. Nymphodorus feems afterwards in fome degree to 
confound the terms : but it is manifeft, that the Daemon, 
(Aa/^wy) or deified man, was Sar-Apis, and that Sor-Apis 
was the tomb. 

It has been mentioned, that the Minotaur, the Taurus 
Lunaris, of Crete, was reprefented as a Man with the head 
of a Bull. This was an hieroglyphic introduced into that 
country from Egypt. That it was an Egyptian emblem 
may be known from a fpecimen ftill remaining, which is to 
be feen upon thofe curious monuments of Egyptian anti- 
quity, in the Britifh Mufeum. The Deity is here deferibed 
fitting in an ereft poflure, in the exprefs form of the Mino- 
taur : only with this difference, that like many emblema- 
tical figures in Syria, Babylonia, and other parts of the eaft, 
he is reprefented with two heads. His horns are induftri- 
oufly fo placed as to form two lunettes. In his hand he 
holds an inftrument like a feythe, as a token of hufbandry : 
and before him is a prieft upon his knees, who feems to be 
dedicating two fmall pyramids. 

t* KaynuSif Xo^oarriy Clemens Alex. Strom. L. i. p. 3S3. 

From 
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From thefe hieroglyphics mifinterpreted came the ftofici^ 
of Europa, and Pafiphae ; alfo the fable about ArguSj and 
Id. They all related to the fame event ; and to the ma- 
chine ftiled and Taurus, wherein Ofiris was incldfed. 
For it is faid of Ilis, that during the rage of Typhon, flie pre- 
ferved Oiiris in an ark of this denomination : ** £#? 

gjU.S'aXgii' ; S/>e^ inclofed him in a bull of ’wood : by which 
is meant the ark, Theba. The Syrians underftood it fo. 

©>)Ga ya.§ n (^ovg fCctTct Xv^ovg. A Bull or Cow among the 
Syrians Jignifed an Arky or T^heba • — ctTfo K.ot<5|u.8 ^oog ^ctTi 
TtiV dTtTciTCvXov zXYibiim, The city Theba in Greece^ Jh 
renowned for its feven gdtesy was denominated from the f acred 
Cowy bf which Cadmus was direEled. The nam^ of the 
animal muft therefore have been Theba : and we may be 
affured, that the Syrians and Egyptians under this hiero- 
glyphic continually referred to the Ark. The city Tyre, 
from whence Europa is fuppofed to have come, was named 
Sor, and Tur, iimilar to the miy, and mn, of the Chaldeans. 
Both thefe terms fignify a Bull : and it was undoubtedly 
the infigne, by which the Deity was there reprefented. 

There were many Arkite ceremonies in different parts of 
the world ; which were generally ftiled Taurica Sacra. 
In fome of thefe there was a memorial of the YialKiTyencriv.'. 
and thofe, who were initiated, imagined, that they obtained 
by their admifllon to thefe rites an addition to their term 

Diodorus Sic. L. i. p. 76. 

Lycophron Scholia. V, 1 206. 
xiSmtiov. Hcfych. 

See Hoffman. Tauroboliumi 
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of years. Thefe myfteries were of old attended with ads 
of great cruelty. Of thefe I have given inftances, taken 
from different parts of the world : from Egypt, Syria, Cy- 
prus, Crete, and Sicily. The Bull of Pcrillus was probably 
conftruded upon a religious account ; and deligned for a 
renovation of Ibme cruel rites : which were prevented by the 
prince of the country. Pradices of this nature prevailed in 
the Tauric Cherfonefus. The Scuthre of thefe parts wor- 
Ihiped Diana under the title of “ Tauropolus, and Taur- 
ione. There is reafon to think, that the Deity was here 
reprefented under the Egyptian hieroglyphic of cither a ftcer 
or heifer. It is exprelly faid by Euftathius, that the re- 
gion was dejjominated from the animal Taurus ; and that 
it was fo named in memorial of an ancient hiftory, which 
was certainly imported fAm Egypt. “ '0< Jg Tav^oi ro s$yo; 
aio T 8 Tay^a, <px<ri, xaXai/rai, ^icc to szei rov 
^sv^uvrcc ^8V ct^oTOLi yrit/ — mi (Jg Tay^oTroAo; 

airo r8Tbiv iofcsi rcav Tetv^m hsysT^oiiy oig Byjii^zVy wg 
Tsmtrip £% cevT^. We find, that according to the cuftom of 
moft nations, the people of the Cherfonefus fuppofed the Deity 
to have been of their country : in other refpeds the hiftory 
is conformable to the truth. We learn from the above, 
that theTauric nation was fo named from the anifnalT’auruSy 
or Bull : which was looked upon as a memorial of the great 
hiijhandman Ofrisy who frji taught agriculture^ and to whom 

** Clemcntis Cohort. >p. 36. 

Diodorus Sic. L. 4*’p« 248. Bao/Sapbs TavpoTroXco* 

Tauptcoi’H — • ey Totv^on 'tyis TifAOopKiyi/i (Gfot)* Suidas. 

Euftath. in Dionyf. V. 306. 

VoL. II* • 3 KL 


was 
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was afcribed the invention of the plough. The Tauric na- 
tion was a colony of Cuthites, as will be hereafter Ihevvn. 
They worfliiped Oliris, whom they ftiled Ait-Ohris : alfo 
Heftia, the fame as Damater, whom they called Tabita, 
from the Chaldaic, nan, Area : and they gave to Artemis, 
or Diana, the name of Tauro, Tauropolus, and Taurione. 
From laying thefe hiftorics together it is apparent, that 
Artemis Diana, and Venus Dione, were in reality the fame 
Deity ; and had the fame departments. This Sylvan Goddefs 
was diftinguiflied by a crelcent, as well as Juno Sarnia ; and 
was an emblem of the Arkite hiftory : and in confequence 
of it was fuppofed to prefide over waters. Hence we find 
an infeription in Gruter, wherein Diana is at the fame 
time called Regina undarum, and Nympha, decus nemo- 
rum. The name Taur-ione (hews !he hiftory, to which fhe 
related; for Taurus was an emblem of the Ark: and by 

«9 They were ftiled Royal Scutba : Herodotus. L. 4- 

c. 57. So in Egypt they had been called Royal Shepherds : BaonAeif 

7® Herod, ibid. 

7 > Ibid. 

7* Suidas, Tau^iuvti. 

Tavpta JI tv Tavpoti A^rtfuu Hefych. 

Called by Euripides Hippol. V. 1521. Shcwasconie- 

quently the fame as Hera or Juno. Hence probably her name is a compound of 
Hara-Temis, the fame as Themis, the Goddefs of Juftice. I have fometimes 
thought that it was from Ar-temis, the city of Themis. 

73 Efftn itou hiixivi<T<Tiv tirKTy.oiroi< Callimachus. H. to Diana. V. 39. Hence Ar 
temis AipLvxict, and Ai/jivetTis- Paufanias. L. 2. p. 128. L. g* P« * 7 ** P’ 

74 P. xxxix. n. 8. 

Hanc tibi marmorco caefam de monte, Diana, 

Regina undarum, Nympha, decus nemorum. 


Taut- 
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Taur-Ione was fignified the Arkitc Dove. There is reafo'^ 
to think, that among this people the chief memorial of the 
Patriarch, and the Deluge, was preferved under an hiero- 
glyphic of this nature. For as the Dove was an emblem 
of that Providence, by which mankind were faved j and as 
the machine, in which they were preferved, was ftiled Tau- 
rus, we may fuppofe that thelc fymbols were introduced 
together from fpecimens in Egypt. And though in the hif- 
tory of that country the name of Taur-Ione does not at 
prefent occur, yet what is extraordinary, and more to the 
purpofe, the hieroglyphic is ftill to be feen: and agrees 
precifely with my hypothefis. In the account given by 
Kircher of the Pamphilian obelilk there is introduced from 
the Bembine table a reprelentation of the Egyptian Apis. 
He is defcribed with his horns luniformes, and upon his 
back is the myfterious Dove, Idnah, with its wings low 
expanded, affording, as it were, fecurity and Iheltcr to the 
animal beneath. It is an hieroglyphic, as curious, as it is 
ancient : and wonderfully illuftrates the hiflory, of which 
1 have been treating. 

As the Egyptians imagined, that the horns of a young 
Ox or Bull had fome refemblance to a lunette, which was 
an emblem of the Ark j we find moft of the Arkite divi- 
nities diftinguiftied either with a crefcent, or with horns. 
The Bull of Europa is defcribed as having its horns full 
budded, and bearing a refemblance to the new moon, 
lo-a T aM»]Aoi(r/ tcs^ct 
Avrvyogy ri[juTO[Ji,QV Ks^ctrig are KVKhx SeAiiwjf. 

3k:2 


”Mofchi Europa. V. 87. 


In 
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In the hiftory of Dionufus we have continual references 
to this hieroglyphic. He was called and : 

and in the Orphic hymns he is deferibed as having the 
countenance of a bull. 

MMta§ Aicvvtrs, Tav^ofisroixs. 

There is an invocation of him equally remarkable in ano- 
ther hymn. 

” AiqwtoVj svctsyi^x^ 

n^wTofyoy, ^i<pvriy r^iyovov. 

Ay^ioVy app>)To»', K^vpoVy ^iKS^carcty S'i[/,o§(pov, 
Ki(r^o/3^yor, Tolv^osttov. 

He was allb reprefented in the fhape of a bull by fbme of 
his votaries. Toiv§ofJLo§<pov Aioyv<Tov Ttoi^Ti — Ttokhoi twv 
*E?^MvoiV. He was ftiled Bovysprigy Bougenes, or the off- 
Ipring of a Bull, by the people of ” Argos ; who ufed to in- 
voke him as a refident of the fea, and intreat him to come out 
of the waters. The author of the Orphic hymns calls him 
'Tuv^oysprigy analogous to ^aysPYjg before. 

ToLV^oyevrig Aiopvcrog svcp§o<rvpriV tto^s ^PYiTOig. 

Tctv^oysprig is precifely of the fame purport, as Qri^diysprig : 


7* Orphic Hymn. 44. 

Tigres pampinca cufpidc territans, 

Et mitra cohibens cornigerum caput. Seneca Hippol. V. 752. 

77 0 rph. Hymn. 29. So Mm». Hymn. 8. See Lycopliron. V. 

209. and Scholia. 

7* IQs ct OQris. p. 364. 

79 Plutarch, ibid. 

*• Orphic Fragment. 28. p. 390. Didnufus was called Tauooxejwt vm accord- 
ing to Euphorion, 

'T>i Tav^oxe^uTi Arwiwu KoTio'Xffct. Thcon ip Aratum. 
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and the words in this paflage certainly mean, Hat the Arlc 
born Deity Dionufus rejiored ** peace, and happinefs, to mor- 
tals, There is not an epithet among the quotations above, 
but is rendered intelligible by the method of analyfis, upon 
which I have proceeded. By the fame means wc may un- 
derftand every title given to Dionufus by Ovid, when he 
defcribes his rites, as they were celebrated by the people of 
Thracia. 

Xhuraque dant, Bacchumque vocant, Bromiunique, 
Lyaeumque, 

Tgnigenamque, fatumque iterum, folumquc bimatrem : 

Additur his Nyfeus, indetonlufque Thyoneus ; 

Et pum Lenaso genialis confitor uvae : 

Nydeliufque, Eleleufque Parens, et lacchus, et Evan. 

Et qu» praeterea per Graias plurima Gentcs 

Nomina, Liber, habes ; tibi enim inconfumpta Ju- 
ventas : u 

Tu puer aeternus : Tu formofiflimus alto 

Conlpiceris coelo : tibi, cum fine cornibus adftas, 

Virgineum caput eft. 

The Patriarch was efteemed the God of mariners, and 
was worftiiped under this chara(fter in his temple at Cano- 
bus. The Greeks called him Pofeidon, and beftovved upon- 
him the genuine charaderiftics of Hippius, and Taurcus. 
lolaus lays to Hercules, 

** The purport of his name in Scripture was peace and confolation : and it 
is accordingly fo interpreted, as I have before Ihcwnr Ncue ccyaTrccvaa* 

Hefych. 

** Ovid Metamorph, L. 4. v. j le 

4 
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IlaTI)^ ctvS^oov T6, ©6Wy ts, 

Ti(JLA<rrit> Ks<pct?\.nVy mi ToLv^sog Evvoriycciogy 
'Og ©»)Si)5 K^sfJLm s')(si. 

By ©>)/B»]? fc^rihfJiyov is properly raeant in a myftic fenfe the 
hymen, or veil, of the Ark : but in the legendary ftory of 
Hercules it is made to‘ lignify the walls of a city. As the 
Patriarch was eftcemed the great Deity of the fea, and at 
the fame time was -reprefented under the femblance of a 
bull, or with the head of that animal ; we find this cir- 
cumftance continually alluded to by the poets, and mytho- 
logifts of Greece. Euripides in particular fpeaks of the 
Ocean under this charader. 

YlovToVy CljCEctyog of 
'ToLV^iK^oLvog ayKOL^aig 
k\)kKei yPwoL, 

And as all rivers were lobked upon as the children of the 
Ocean, they likewife were reprefented in the fame man- 
ner. Hence we read of Tauriformis Aufidus : and the 
Tiber is called 

Corniger Hefperidum fluvius regnator aquarum. 

It was for this reafon that the river Achelous, fo particularly 

*3 Hefiod. AaTTJj. V. 104. Tayjc$, TacvpeioSyd noaei(f^a)K Hefych, Tccvpia^ 
hgTtf rii ayofj.^v)i Ibid. See Vol. i. P. 303. of this work. 

*4 Oreftes. V. 1384. Occanus was the fame as Hclius, and Ofiris. Toy yug 
Slxeavov Odi^iv eiyctu Plut, Ifis et Ofiris. P.364. 

*s E| ouTgg 7rai'Tg$ TTOTotfjiOi K. A. Homer. Iliad $. V. 197* 

t 6 Pater ipfc bicornis 

Inachus. Statius. Theb. L. 2. v. 217. 

X;:i^udian of the Tiber. Taurina Icvantur 

Cornua temporibus. Conf. Prob. ct dyb. V. 220. 

iacred, 
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facred, was fuppofed to have lurned himfelf into a bull. I„ 
(hort every perfonagc, that had any connexion with the hif- 
tory of the Atk, was deferibed with fome reference to this 
hiert^lyphic. Hence we read of Tauro, and Taur-hine 
Artemis, of whom I have fpoken. Ovid, fpcaking of 
Egyptian Ms, fays, that Ihe had horns like the moon. 

Imitataque Lunam 

Cornua fulferunt. 

He had before given a fine defeription of this Goddefs, with 
an affemblage of other emblematical perfonages, all relative 
to this hiftory. The account is to be found 'in the frble 
concerning Iphis, where Ifis appears to Tclethufa. 

** Cupi medio nodis Ipatio fub imagine fomni 
Inachis ante torum, pompd comitata fuorum, 

. Aut ftetit, aut vifa eft. Incrant lunaria fronti 
Cornua cum fpicis nitido flaventibus auro ; 

Et regale decus : cum qua latrator Anubis, 

Sandaque Bubaftis, variifque coloribus Apis 5 
Quique premit vocem, digitoque filentia fuadet : 
Siftraque erant ; nunquamquc fatis quajfitus Ofiris j 
Plenaque fomniferi ferpens peregrina veneni. 

The Bull’s head was efteemed a princely hieroglyphic : 
wherefore it is faid by Sanchoniathon of Aftarte, 

T/j /(J/a xs<pcO\.^ (ixQ'iMia.g Trx^xfrrifxov Tetv^s. T'ht 

Goddefs placed the head of a Bull upon her own heady as a 
rf^al emblem. And it is faid of Ifis, whom I juft now mcn- 

*7 Metamorph. L. 9. v. 782. 

“ Ibid. V.‘685. 

*»'Eufcb. P. E. L. It c. X. p. 38. 


tioned, 
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-tioned, that fhe was not only defcribed with a lunette ; but 
like 16 of the Greeks with the real head of a Bull, or Cow. 
Such was the figure of the Minotaurus, which Paiifanias ftiles 
’’ Taylor tov M<vw, the Bull called Mino. By this is meant 
the facred emblem of the Deus Lunafis No : which em- 
blem was reverenced in C ete at Minoa, the fame as Meen- 
Noa, the city of Arkite Noah. Of this name were 
many places, of which examples may be found in Paros, 
Crete, Sicily, ” Arabia ; and Jikewife in other parts. And 
analogous to this we find many nxountains, places, and peo- 
ple, named Taurus, Taurica, Taurini, Taurifci, Tauropolis, 
Tauropolium, from the fame emblematical worfl:iip. 

The Ark feems to have been Ibmetimes called Centaurus; 
from whence many of the Arkites had the name of Gen- 
tauri ; and were reputed of the Ncplielim race. Chiron 
was faid to have been the fon of the Centaur Cronus : but 
the reft were the offspring of Ixion, and Nephcle. Kgrray- 
fo?, nyoyv o — ^*0 Xei^v sk K^ovh* oih Ttavrs; 

KevroLV^Qi Touhs ei<nv I^toyos, mi Ns(psKrig. They are de- 
fcribed by Nonnus as horned, and as infeparable compani- 
ons of ’’ Dionufus. He fuppofes them to have been the 
fons of Zeuth : and places them for the moft part in Cy- 

90 To rtiilaiS'cf a.yctXfjt.et iov yvveciv.etoy €t)xeguy xctToMre^'EAAwi'es tmv 
ypa^yfft. Herod. L. 2. c. 41. E>' 0 a Cas »y er etyecPifjtctn tw luft nrot 2 fA»r)*f. 
Schol. in Dionyf. V. 94. 

9 * L. I. p. 56, 

9* Taur-Mccn-No: Taurus Lunaris No. 

.$} See Steph. Byzant. The cities named Minus were of the fame ^lurport. 

■94 Schol. in Lycophron. V. 1 200. 

‘95 lu. 5. p. 176. L. 14. p. 396 and 400. i*. 32. p. 804. 
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prus. There feem to have been fliips ol olJ denominated 
from the Ark Centauri, and BuKunccv^oi. Tl’.e Arnonians 
occupied all the upper part of tl;e Adriatic Gulf: and the 
Veneti at this day call their principal galley the Bucenr mr : 
which Juftiniani ftiles Navigium maximum et ornatiniimim. 
This fort of fhips, and (hips in general, are fuppofed, to 
have been firfl: formed in Cyprus : and here Nonnus fuppoles 
the Centaurs to have firft cxifted. This notion arofe Irom 
the original fhip, the Ark, being built of Gupher wood. 
This has been interpreted the wood of the idand Cuplicr, 
which was the ancient name of Cyprus. 

Memorials of this nature feem to have been univcrfilly 
preferved ; *and the fame hieroglyphics to have prevailed in 
regions widely diftant. The city Tours in Gaul, which is 
called Tv^v^osig by Stephanus, was the capital of the an- 
cient Turones. It is faid to have been named from d'au- 
rus, a bull, which was an emblem of a flup : thougli they 
iiippofe it to have been the of that (hip, by whicli 

the fird colony was brought. There was a curious piece 
of ancient fculpture in the fame country, of w'liich the ” Able 
Banier has given us a (hort account from the Hiftoire de la 
Limagne d’ Auvergne of Gabriel Simeoni. It was placed 
upon the gate of the Hotel Dieu of Clermont, in the above 

province: and reprefented a Celtic divinity. It was the (i 
gure of a woman’s head with wings difplayed above ; and 
two large fcales arifing out of the fide of the head near tlie 
cars. This head was encompalTed with two ferpents, who e 

” Genefis. C. 6. v. 14. Make thee an Ark of Cupher wood. 

Steph. Byzant. 

Abbe Banier. Mythol. VoL 3- Book 6, c. xl ^ 

\7r\T TI ^2 L 


tails 
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tails were hidden beneath the two wings. Some took the 
head, which was fet off with a beautiful countenance, to 
have been that of Medufa : others thought, that it had a 
relation to Dagon, or Derceto : in which they are cer- 
tainly near the truth. The name of the perfonage repre- 
fented by this hieroglyphic is faid to have been Onuava. 
Many inftances of the like purport might be produced from 
India, and China ; and other the moft remote parts of the 
earth. In the ifland of Japan they have many fymbolical 
repreientations, which plainly allude to the hiftory, of which 
I have been treating. Among other inftances is that of a 
particular Deity called Giwon : who is alfo ftiled Gofo 
Tennoo, or the Ox-headed prince of heaven. Examples to 
the fame purpofe may be found even in the great Pacific 
ocean, among thole nations, with whom we have fo lately 
opened a communication. We are accordingly told by one 
of thofc, who were fent to make dilcoveries in the fouthern 
parts of the globe ; ' that in an iftand, called Eafter Ifland 
by the Dutch, latitude 27° S. longitude from London, 
ic6®. 30^ W. were found Indians of a religious caft, who 
worfhiped the Sun. They proftrated themfelvcs before two 
immenfe ftones, one of which was flat, and very broad: 
the other was eredl, about ten feet high, and Icven fathoms 
round. It was carved at the top with a man’s head, and a 
garland ; which was of Mofaic, or inlaid work, and not ill 
performed. The name of one ftone was Dago 5 of the 
other Tauriep. 

Kajtnpfer’s Japan. P. 418. 

I Account of Difcovnrict made in the Pacific Ocean. Printed Londoo> *7^7* 

of 
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of M A N, M A O N, L I B A N, L A- 
B A N, L A B A R, L U B A R : Alfo of 
LAR, laris, LARISSA, AI- 
T H Y I A. 

I T is, I think, manifeft, that the hiftory of the Ark was 
preferved in all countries, as far as we can obtain evi- 
dence, with the greateft care, and veneration. As letters 
were not in the firft ages known, it was deferibed under many 
fymbois, fuch as a Cetus, a Pegafus ; a Bull, or a Ram. 
But the moft common emblem was a lunette, called Meen, 
Man, and Maon. It was alfo named Laban, Liban, and 
Libanah j all which are variations of the fame term j fuch 
however as muft be expeded among people of different na- 
tions. I make no doubt, but that Mount Libanus received 
its name from this type of the Ark ; for the city Area flood 
here towards the bottom ; and upon the fummit was the 
temple of Venus Architis, where the moft ancient rites were 
preferved of Libanah, or Selene. They were introduced 
by people ililed Archites ; who were colonies from Egypt, 
the Belidas, Danaidas, and Cadmians of the Greeks j and 
the Hivites and Arkites of Moles. Jolephus takes notice 
of the city in Mount Libanus, which he expreffes Arka, 
and lays that it was built by the Arkite. A^axaioj Tijv 
t»)v sf Tw Ai^otm (oiixi<re). 

* Ant. Jud. L. 1. c. 6 . p. 23. 
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As thefe rites prevailed greatly in Syria, and in the re- 
gions neareft Ararat, and Armenia, the coins of thefe coun- 
tries are filled with emblems, which relate to this hiftory. 
For the reverfe of moft Afiatic coins contain allufions to 
the ancient mythology of thofe places, to which they be- 
longed. Hence the Ram of Colchis, and of Ammonia in 
upper Egypt, will be found upon the money ofSingara, Ni- 
libis, and Edefla, and of other cities in the eaft. For the 
Ram feems like the facred Bull to have been an emblem 
of the Patriarch, the great hulbandman, and fliepherd, filled 
and OLV&^udXog yr^g. But above all other fymbols 
the lunette will moft frequently occur upon coins of this 
country; efpecially upon thofe of Carrhse, which was the 
Charan, or Haran of Mofes. Under this femblance they 
did not worfliip the planet ; but the Selenite Deity? 
f^r,T$^cc oAa ;ioa'jU.8, Selene^ the mother of the 'whole world. The 
emperor Julian facrificed to the moon at Carrhae: ^ Lunx’, 
quae rcligiofe per eos tradVus colitur, facra fecit. This Deity 
was the finic as Cybele, * lonah, and Damater; the reputed 
parent of all, that breathed. This was a charadler, which 
could not in any refpedl: belong to the moon. The planet 
was only made ufe of as a rcfemblance, and type of the Ark ; 
and thence was called Mon, and Moon, as we may infer 
from the Hebrew : for pD, and nJiO, Mon and Moonah, fig- 

* Marcelliniis. L. 23. c. 3. p. 274. 

^ ev ocyoLXfJiaTi t)?; ly?, >itox Ico yetp ^ xcctcc mv 

'Tc^v A^yeioov (5 'i(x?\.€ktov. Euftatb. in Dionyf. V, 94, 

Ot MTSTIKfiS roovoixct^m to lot) A^y'^criv 

Chron. Pafeh. P, 41. Johan, Antiochen, P. 31. 
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nify in that language an image, or type. The name was 
at times differently exprefled, but related to the genius ot" 
the Ark, who was worfhiped by the Canaanites under tlic 
title of ^ Baal Maon, and whofe temple was the Beth-Meon 
of * Jeremiah. This Deity was the fame as Ifis, and Rhea ; 
hence we find inferiptions in honour of the latter, wherein 
Ihe is mentioned as the mother of all Beings. ^ rr, 

TTOLVTCiOV 'PstJI. 

As the worlhip of Labana, or Selene, prevailed fo much 
at Carrhae, or Haran ; we may form a judgment from the 
name of the perfon, by Mofes called Laban, of the nature of 
his idolatry. We may prefume, that he was fo named from 
this wojrlhip ; and that it confifted in an undue reverence 
to the Arkite emblem Labana. It is moreover highly pro- 
bable, that thofe images, which are fuppofed to have been 
invented by Terah, and from him named Tcrapliim, the 
lame which Laban worfhiped, were lunar amulets, or types 
of the Ark in the form of a crefeent. Both Terah, and 
* Serugh, are faid to have been devoted to falfe worfliip : 
and though people had been previoufly addided to Za- 
baifm, and other fpecies of idolatry, yet the introdudion of 
images is attributed to them. And as the worfliip of the 

* Ezekiel. C. 25. v. 9# 

* C. 48. V. 23. 

Gruter. infeript. l\ xxviii. n. 

Tuque, Luna, humanorum corporum Mater. Julius Firmlcus in pr.Tfar. 
L. 5, Mathefeos, 

* irpoiTOi 'EAAmwun, xui la -f'oj fy.arci T,y, 

Eufeb. Chron. P. 13. See Chron. Pafchale. P. 48. Synccllus. P. 94. 95 - 
Jofliua. C, 24. V. 2. 


Arkite 
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Arkite emblem prevailed fo much at Carrhae, the very city 
of ’ Haran, and Laban, the dependents of Tcrah ; we may 
infer, that it was the primitive idolatry of the place, and 
confifted in the worfbip of the Labana, or Arkite Moon. 
I imagine, that thofe places, which were called Albani 
had this name from Al Laban, the Moon, the objcdl 
of worfliip in thoP parts. This Al Laban was contracted 
to Alban and rendered with a termination Albanus. I 
make no doubt, but that the Arkite idolatry prevailed 
in moft of thefe places. Strabo mentions, " h§ov Mrivoi 
A^KCtia £v Toii A^Joxvoiiy the temple of the God Lunus 
Arka:us among the Albani of Pontus. And upon mount 
Albanus in Latium a facred fhip was reverenced j,, which 
Dion Caflius calls the (hip of '* Juno, or lonah. From 
hence we may infer, that it was a copy of the (hip of Ifis, 
called Baris ; that memorial of the Ark in Egypt. Both 
Ifis and Juno were deferibed with the Labana, or CrePent ; 
and Venus was Piled Lubentia, and Lubentina ; which, 

however 

^ The place was called both Haran and Charan : by the Greeks Carrhac, 
and the people Carrheni. It ftill preferves the name of Haran and Heren : Sec 
Pocock’s Trav. VoL 2. p. 161. It is the Xx^ay of Chrufococoas : the Haren 
of Ulug Beig. 

A^’jcaa/u. — xarwxwcrg^' €1/ Xaeppeer, A 6 t, Apoft. C. 8. V, 4. 

Sec Plate reprefenting the Deus Lunus Carrhenorum. 

” L. 12. P. 835, 

From Labana, and Lavana, came Luna. It is remarkabk that the PorCus 
Argous in Hetruria was hard by Portus Lunus. Strabo. L. 5. p. 333. 339* 
342. and the people of thefe parts arc by Silius Italicus called Mseonians. 
L. 8. V. 4S4. 

L. 39« p. 62. 

Auguftin. dc Civitate Dei. L. 4. Varro dc Ling. Lat, L. 5. p. 53. 

Lubentia 



447 


The Analysis of Ancient Mythology. 

however etymologifts may differ, related to the fame em- 
blem; and lignified Venus Lunaris, et Architis. 

As Cybele, Dyndamena, and Rhea, were no other than 
feminine titles of the Lunar Deity, called Mon, and 
Maon, we (hall find a correfpondence in the hiftories of 
thofe perlbnages. Diodorus, according to the cuflom of 
the Greeks, fuppofes Dindyma to have been the mother of 
Dindymene, or Cybele, and the wife of Maon : which 
though an idle diftribution of perfons, yet flievvs, tliat fome 
relation fubfifted between the terms. Hence we find, that 
a great part of Phrygia, and Lydia, where Cybele hi||| par- 
ticular reverence paid to her, was called Maonia. Here 
was alfo the city Acmonia, built, as was faid, by Acmon 
the fon of Manes: alfo the facred Acmonian grove upon the 
Thermodon, where Selene was particularly reverenced un- 
der the title of Har-Mon, or Harmonia, Har and Hara 
were common titles, and particularly befiovved upon Juno, 
as queen of heaven. And analogous to this tIar-Mon, and 
Har-monia, fignify Domina vel Regina Luna. I have fhewn, 
that both Boeotia, and Theflaly were famous for the fame rites; 

Lubentia by the Romans was derived from Lubens, but erroneoufly. Ve- 
nus was the fame as Rhea and Cybele } and like them ftiled the mother of the 
Gods. 'S.iSuari (jitvTo Tct,^<nrxv inv A^p^oS'nnv, m Qiuv. I'tolcmy Ic- 

trabib. L. 2. She was confcquently the fame as Luban, Selene. 

L. 3. p. 191. 

•» Moioi’/ct, ii AuJ'i*. Steph. Byzant. The Tonians called it Mmm, and the 
people Muons, x«< AvS'otf o( Maooi'fq is Ofj.»pos x.xMi Mnoyx' , Strabo. 
L. 12. p. 857. Mxorfs dorice Masrsj from Maon Lunus. 

** Ac-Mon, Nobilis Lunus. Ac and Ach fao-iAjxcs. 

i’ Kara, Domina vcl Regina, It was rendered by the lonians. 

8 


and 
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and tlicrc was in each of tliefe a city named Almon; by 
wliic!i was meant a city of the Deus Lunus. It was alfo 
called Minua, Mivva. TroXig 0£TTaX<a?, tt^ots^ov AXfjLCf^viot, 
Minua, Mania, and Monia, are all of the fame purport j and 
relate equally to Selene the Moon. There was a river Al- 
mon near Rome, which was held very facred; and to 
what the name alluded, may be known from the cuf- 
toms, which prevailed. In the waters of this ftream 
they ufed annually with great reverence to lave the image of 
Cybele, the mother of the Gods. This pradlice is often 
takcnidotice of by the Poets ; and among others by Ovid. 

’’ Eft locus in Tiberim, quo lubricus influit Ahnon^ 

Et nomen magno perdit in amne minor. r 
Illic purpurea caniis cum vcfte Sacerdos 
Almonis Dominam facraque lavit aqua. 

The ceremony feems to have been accompanied with la- 
mentations, like the rites of Ills in Egypt : and to fuch Vale- 
rius Flaccus alludes, when he fpeaks of this cuftom. 

’’ Sic ubi Mygdonios plainftus facer abluit Almo, 

I.aetaque jam Cybele, feftacque per oppida tcedie, 

Quis modo tarn fevos adytis fluxifle cruores 
Coa;itct ? 

d'he like circumftances are mentioned by Statius, 

^ " Italo gemitus Almone Cybele 

Ponit, ct Idacos jam non reminifeitur amnes. 

Steph. Byzant. 

raft. L. 4. V. 337. The ceremony ufed to be performed upon the fi3?th 
of the Calends of April. 

L. 8. V. 239. 

** L. 5. Sylv. I. V. 222; 


If 
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. It was ufual for people of confequence to be called by 
fofne title of the Deity : and Virgil, to give an air of authen- 
ticity to his poem, often confers fome of the ancient provin- 
cial names upon his heroes; which he adapts to each perfon, 
according to the country, from whence he came. Among, 
others he introduces the name Almon, which he gives to 
the fon of Tyrrhius, an Hetrurian. 

** Hie Juvenis primam ante aciem ftridente fagitta, 
Natorum Tyrrhi fuerat qui maxifhus Almon 
Sternitur. 

It was properly a facred title ; and the purport of it has been 
fhewn. 

The terms Laban, and Luban, by which the Arkite 
moon was denominated, feem by fome lb have been changed 
to Labar, and Lubar. Hence it is faid'of the Ark by Epi- 
phanius, that it relied upon Mount Lubar. Ev tw Aov^xf 
c^si KOLAs[JLSV(fi. This is the fame, which is called Mount 
Baris by *+ Nicolaus Damafeenus; and the Ararat of Mofes. 
Cedrenus fpeaks of it both under the name Lubar^ and 
Luban. ** Ev o^ei which in another place he ren- 

ders, £j/ o^si Aovf^xv Trig A^fjisvixg. By thefe, I make no 
doubt, was meant the mountain of Lunus Architis. The 
term was Ibmetimes exprefled Labar ; and from hence the • 
Roman enfigns were lliled Labara, quali Inllgnia Lunaria. 
This is evident from the Lunette, which is continuaHj|l^to 
be found upon them. They feem to have generally con- 


^Qeid. L. 7. V. 531. 

L. i,’*p. 5. and p. 6. 
*+Eufcb. P. E. L. 11. p. 414. 


*s P. 1 1, 12. 

VoL. 11. 


3M 


filled 
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filVed of a crqfcent, of a diflc of metal, lai^^aV ciijapfet of 
olive or laurel. The name Labarum hbwCTer was not 
perly Roman ; but was adopted by the later cmpCTors, ef- 
pecially by thofe of Conftantinople./ They bdirrowed it 
from fome of the'‘ conquered nations, who had the fame 
kind of military ftandardi This will appear from various 
bbins ; where it is feen among the trophies won from the 
Pannonians, Dacians, and other captive people. It is to.be 
found likewife upoA many coins of Cities in the eaft. 
Sometimes two, fometimes three, lunettes are to be feen 
upon the fame ftandard : whence it is plain, that they were 
the principal part of the Infigne ; and we may prefume, 
that from them it had the name of Labarum. I imagine^ 
that the title of given to Dipnufus, was the fame 

as Labar i and conferred upon him, as the Deus Lunus, 
For the horns of Dionufus, like the horns of Ills, were 
originally a crefeent. He was the fame as Silenus : whofe 
name, however varied by the Grecians, was originally the 
mafci^e of Selene. The Roman poets deferibe Silenus 
merely as a beftial drunken vagrant, fupported by a lavage 
crew of Sileiii and Satyrs. But the ancient mythologifts 
held, him irl a different eftimation. It is laid of him, that 
^e was the father of three fons, who are^by Catullus ftiled 
** Nuligenae. „ He is reprelented. as a man of the earth. 


Numifro. Apamc«. Vaillant. Pars Sec. p. 38, and p. 155. alfo coins 
of Sidon. p. 129. 

Natalis Comes. L. 5. p. 250. SfAwia tpix re^vac, Nonnus, Dionyf. 
L. 29. p. 756- - 

** Peleus and Thetis. Nyfigenat Sileni. V. 253. 

*» Nonnus. L, 29. p. 756, 


who 







IHE ANALYSIS OF ANCIENT MyTHOLOGY. 

who came into life, awToXop^et^To?, by his own means, witli- 
out the affiftance of his;» parent. He was eftecmed, like 
Proteus and Nereus, a great prophet; one, who tranfmirtcd 
an hiftory of the world, and its origin. He is all'o faid to 
have difcourfed with Midas of Phrygia about another 
world. Theopompus defcribed him as a DaMiion : one 
'who was inferior to the Deity ; but fuperior to man, and 
exempted from the common condition of mortality. 


LAREN, LARIS, LAROS, 
A I T H Y A. 


B oth Laren, and Laris, feem to have been ancient 
terms, by which the Ark was reprcfcnted. To fay 
the truth, they are one and the fame term, though varied 
in fome degree by different people : who have at times 
changed the n final into an s ; and from Laren formed 
Lares, and ” Laris.^ From Laren came the word Larnav, 
an Ark ; alfo Larnaffus, Larina, Laranda, La- 
runda : the laft of which was the name of a Goddefs well 

Ao-to^o?^ avroXo^jvros ocveS potfxe Ibid. 

'*^lian. Var. L. 3. c. 18. 

Tertullian fpeaks of Sllcnus, apud Midam Regem adfeveranti de alio orbe. 
Adverfus Hermog. p. 242. 

©gy fjuiv arOfwTa Si K^emc^jy xxi Oarartf. /f’dian. 

ibid. L. 3. c. 18. 

33 Apulcius fuppofes Lar to be ihc radix ; and to fignify familiaris, Dc Deo 
Socratis. p, 689. alfo Florida, c. 14. p. 786. 

3 M 2 known 
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known to the Romans. Parnaffus was of old called Lar- 
nafliis ; undoubtedly from Laren, the Ark. For the reafon 
of this name being given to th^mountain is faid to have 
been in memorial of the Ark of Deucalion. Ila^i'acro’o^' 
ernKBiTo h TC^oTs^Qv Aa^racrcro? (J/a to rriv AsvmKimog 
vxm uvTo&t T^o<r6VS’^CriVxi, We read of a city Larina in 
Daunia ; and we may judge whence it was named fron\ 
the circumftances of its hiftory. Daunia was peopled by a 
colony of Argives, who came into thefe parts under the 
fuppofed condudt of Perfeus and Danae. It was therefore 
one of tb^fe cities 

quas dicitur olim 

AcrifioneVs Dahae fundafle Colonis. 

Thefe Argives were no other than Arkites, as I have (hewn: 
and Larina was a derivative from Laren. The facred Bulls 
of Egypt were the faireft to the light that could be pro- 
cured ; and, as I have Ihewn, were emblems of the Patri- 
arch, and Ark. Hence probably it was that the Grecians 
ufed to ftile line looking oxen, ^osg : which in a fe- 

condary acceptation lignified oxen, that* were in llelh and 
well fed. ” Aa§ivor ^osg svT^x<psig. 

From this term, exprelTed Laris, the Greeks denominated 
many cities, which they exprelTed LarilTa : and in the hiftory 
of all thefe places there will be found a reference to the fame 

Steph. Byzant. Larnafliis feems to be a compound of Larefi-Nafos. Nces» 
i })arc9^ varros^ fignified of old not only an ifland,, but any hill or promontory. 
The Acropolis at Thebes in Boeoiia was called / w^os.- 
** Hcfych. * 

obje<ft, 
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objeA, whence they are fuppofed to have received their 
name* I have taken notice how much the Arkite rites pre- 
vailed ill Phrygia, where was a city Theba, fimilar to that 
in Egypt. Hard by was the city Lariffa, which undoubt- 
edly is a term of the lame purport, as Theba : and related 
to the fame worfhip. There was another Larifla near Theba 
in 1 heflaly, which like Larina, in Daunia, was built by Ar- 
gives, thofe Cotoni Acrifionei', as they are termed by the 
poet ; and undoubtedly in memorial of the fame event. 
The Acropolis at Argos was fuppofed to have been founded 
by Danaus the Arkite ; and this too had the name of La- 
rifla : for Larifla, Theba, and Argos, were fynoninious 
terms. The Acf'opolis was certainly an Arkite temple, 
where the Laris, or Navis biprora, was reverenced ; ami 
where the women ftiled Danaidae officiated, who were 
prieftfefles of the Argus. ^Acrifius the father of Danac was 
^id to have been here buried. But Acrifkis is undoubt- 
edly a metathefis of Arcifius, and Arcafius, by which is 
meant the great Arkite, the perfon here worfliiped. He 
was called Argus, Areas, Arcafius j and compounded Ar- 
cas-Ionas.^ The latter terms were changed to Acrifius, and 

Called by Homer, Aa^iaa-ocv e^iCo.^Accxcc, 

Aoc^iaaoc iv Stcph. Byzant, 

Act^KTcrocv Triv Q?cr(TOLAix))V’-“/\v fy^Ticiv Pty,PtfTiO<^ * Scholia in Apollon# 
Rhod, L. I. V. 40. There were two cities fo named in Thcnaly, and many in 
other parts of the world*, in Syria, Media, Mauritania, and Iberia. 

Aa. i^j n-<x^ KcLi r] ay.^07roAi^ Tti Steph. B)zant. J auian. L. 2. p. 165. 

^iTTctXiy.'‘v i) vuy ActficTfjcc Scholia in Dit;jj)fium. V. 4 * 9 * 7 ^* 

Minerva dicitur navem feciffe biprorarn, in gua Danaus prolu[;it. I 
F. i68. p. 283. 

Arnobius. L. 6. p, 

4 


Acririona:us j 
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Acrifionajys ; wh^pce the people in the Argive colonies were 
ftiled Acrifionei Coloni. It is remarkable, that Lariffa in 
Theflaly was alfo called ** ArgifTa : from all which we may 
fairly infer, that Argos, Argis, and Laris, were of the fame 
purport. 

It is, I think, manifeft, that the terms Lar and Laren, 
whence came Laris, and Larifli, had a reference to the fea. 
We are told by Hefychius, AoL^iVBVTiri? olKibvs: Larineutes Jig- 
mjies a vianof the fea. Aa^imov kv^tov oi AXibu : Thejy who 
fjh in the fea^ call the machine^ which they ufe^ Larinceum. 
There was a fea bird called Lar, and Larus ; which, as it 
was often feen in tenipeftuous weather, and outlived the 
worft of ftosms, M^as, I imagine, upon that account made 
an emblem of the Ark. When Herme? takes his ‘flight 
downwards from mount Pieria, and ikims over the furface 
of the ocean towards the ifland of Calypfo, he is by Homer 
compared to th#6 bird. 

** Down he bent his way 
In ferablance like the feamew, that frequents 
The dreary gulfs, which bound the troubled main. 
There with unwearied wing (he roams the dgep. 
Seeking her fifliy prey ; and Hooping low 
Dips her light pinions in the briny wave. 

There was another birt!, which was named Aith;^, and for 

Aap/tro'a*— — tw tw 5 ©cao-aA/a?, i\v A^yiacrxv (fwi* 

SchoL in Apollon. L. i. v. 40. 

T A^yiacxv Hiad. B. V. 738. 

SeuaT eiretr eTri Aap« 20K00S, x. A. 

uyfuiCTTuiv Tux/Kcc Tnepx S eii^rxi olAun. Odf/K. E. y, 51. A«£/)« cp- 
yeoy 0aAa<rcriQj^. Scholia, 

the 
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the fame reafon made a fimilar hieroglyphic. The Larus I 
have mentioned as the Seamew ; and the Aitliyia feems to 
have been a fpecies of Seacoot, Birds of this nature occur in 
thofe fpecimens of Egyptian fculptiirc, which have been co- 
pied ; efpecially among the engravings from the Famphilian 
obclifk. In fome parts of tins monument are to be feen rc- 
prefentations of water : and a little above arc fome marine 
birds, probably the Larus, and Aithyia. The latter was 
held very facred, as we may infer fronr perfonages, who 
were fo called, or had in it the compofition of their names. 
Minerva, heavenly wifdom, had the title of '•"Aithyia ; and 
both Orithyia, Idithyia, and Ilithyia, were named from 
this hic/oglyphic. T he laft v/as the Goddefs of the birth j 
confequcntly the fame as Juno Lucina, and Diana : tlie 
fame alfo as Venus Lubentia, and Genetillis, who rofc from 
the fca. When the Poet deferibes Ulyfl'es as nearly lofl; in 
the ocean, and flruggling with the waves, he makes Leu- 
cothoe, the fame as Ino, compaflionatc his diftrefs ; and in- 
troduces her in the fhape of this bird. 

AiOvict emvix 'sroTn avehcaro 
Under this appearance flic accofts the hero, who is pcrifhing 
in the waters j and gives him a facred veil, by which means 
lie is pref^ved. 

The Lares and Manes, thofe domeftic Deities of the an- 
cient Hetrurians, and Latines, were the fimc perfonages under 

^ They Icem in fome inftances like Cormorants. 

♦5 Paufan. L. i. p. 99. 

Odyff. L. E. V. 337. 

VoL. 11. 
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different names. From Man, Manus, Mania, came the 
Manes ; as from Laren and Laris were derived the Lares. 
By thefe terms are figntfied Dii Arldtas, who were no 
other than their « Arkite anceftors, the perfons preferved in 
the Laren or Ark j the genius of which was Ifis, the re- 
puted parent of the world. She accordingly by Apuleius is 
introduced faying, that fhe was the queen of the Manes. ** En, 
affum tuis conamota precibus, return Natura parens, elemen- 
torum omnium domina, Seculorum progenies initialis, fumma 
Numinum., Regina Mamum. The feafts inftituted to the 
honour of thefe Deities were ftiled Larentalia ; which the 
Romans ufed to celebrate once every year : but Auguftus 
ordered, that they fhould be obferved twice in that « period. 
The Lares were the fame as the Dii Pneftites, who accord- 
ing to 5 ° Macrobius were imported from Egypt. They 
are deferibed as Dsamons, and Genii, who once lived upon 
earth, and were gifted with immortality. Arnobius ftiles 
them 5* Lares quofdam Genios, et fundorum animas. And 
he fays, that according to Varro, they were the children of 
Mania. Maniam matrem effe cognominatam ** Larum. The 
like is laid by Huetius, who adds, that Mania had alfb the 
name of Larunda. ” Lares Varro Manes effe vult, Maniae fi- 
lios, qusB dicitur vulgo Larunda. And agreeably to what 

47 Apuleius dc Deo Socratis. 

Metamorph. L. xi. p. 362. 

4 ^ Suetonius in Augufto. 

Saturn. L. i. p. 276. 

51 L. 3. p. 124. 

5» See Varro de Ling. Lat. L. 8. p. 113* 

U Demonft. Prop. 4. p. 139. 

bas 


2 
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has been mentioned above ibe is ftilcd the mother of the 
Daemons, * Axifxopw By fomc fhe is caJled 

Lara, and faid to have been the daughter of » Almon. She 
was fuppofed to prefide over families : and they ufod to 
offer children at her altar in order to procure her favour : for 
it was a uniform prevailing opinion, that no atonement could 
be obtained but by blood : and that fome muftdie to procure 
the happinels of others. ^ Praeceptum eft, ut pro capitibus 
capitibus fupplicaretur ; idque aliquamdiu obfervatum, ut pro 
familiarium fofpitate pueri madarentur Maniaj Decc, matri 
Larum. In lieu of thefe they in aftertimes offered the heads 
of poppies, and pods of garlick. The' Lares were the fame 
as the Penates, as we may infer from Servius. Penates funt 
omnes Dii, qui domi coluntur. They were properly marine De- 
ities, and the fame, which were worflbiped in Samothracia. ^*Pe- 
nates Deos Samothracas volunt Varro, et Caftius Hemina. 
Arnobius Ipeaks of Neptune as one of tliem : and the reft 
of them are confefledly Deities of the fea. They are ac- 
cordingly Ipoken of in this light by Livy j who mentions a 

54- Gloflae Philoxeni apud Huetium. ibid. 

Natalis Comes. L. 4, c. 4. p. 155. Hanc Laram, five ut alii dixerunt, 
Larundam, nonnuHi Maniam appellarunt. 

See Ovid Faft. L. 2. v. 599, of Lara NaVs, whom he makes the daughter of 
Almon. 

Macrob. Sat. L. i. c. 7. p. 154. 

Cor pro corde, prccor, pro fibris accipc fibras : 

Hanc animam vobis pro meliore damus. Ovid Faft. L. 6. v. 161. 

In Virg. ^neid. L. 2. v. 514. 

Huetii Demonftratio. p. 138. See Macrob. Sat. L. 3. p. 276, 

L. 3. p. 125. 

This is evident from the Greek epigram. 

TAauxiw, xcti 'Nyjpet^ xat hoi^ xon 

Kai K^ovi^a xet/ x. A. 

VoL. II. ‘ 3 N 


temple, 
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temple being built by Regillus the Cenfortothe Lares Per- 
marini in the Campus Martius. The particular time for mak- 
ing offerings to them was, when the Sun had entered Aqua- 
rius. Neptune was the fame as Palaemon of Corinth ; ef- 
teemed alfo the fame as Hercules. TldKoui/My 
He was deferibed, as a child expofed upon the feas, and fup. 
ported by a Cetus. Sometimes he was reprefented upon the Co- 
rinthian Cupfelis or Ark : and behind him there is commonly 
a pine tree. There were the fame offerings made to Paljemon 
in Greece, as were exhibited by the Latines to Mania, and the 
Lares. Hence he is ftiled by Lycophron, Infan- 

ticida, on account of the children, which were offered at 
his fhrine. From the above we may fee clearly, that there 
was a correfpondence in the rites and mythology of thefe 
different nations : and that they had univerfally a reference 
to the fame hiftory. 

It is faid by Mela, that the Augele nfes, who lived near 
the Syrtes in Africa, held the Manes, as the fupreme and 
only Deities. That to them they diredled their prayers, 
and made their offerings ; and when they gave any ftrong 
atteftation to their word, they ufed to fwear by the Manes. 
The Greeks, as well as the Romans, did the fame thing: 

•* Lares permarini, quibus aedes dedicavit in Campo Martio .Emilias Rc- 
gillvis Cenfor, L. 40. c. 52. Macrob. L. i. c* 10. p. i6i, 

Macrob. Somn, Scip. Cum Sol Aquarium tenet, Manibus parentatur; 
L. i.p. 43. 

‘^Hcfych. 

Kcti Jw llctAcufjim (S^tox-ereci C^eifoxToros. Lycoph. V. 229# 
hoji W3?. Schol. ^ 

I,C. 8, 

ana 
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and it is wonderful, that they ihould be fo blinded, as not 
to perceive it. Moft of their Deities were formed out of 
titles : and the whole of their worfliip was conhned to a 
few deified men, thefe Lares, Manes, Daemones, of whom 
we have been treating. They were no other than their 
Arkite anceftors, the Baalim of the Scriptures : to thefe they 
offered ; and to thefe they made their vows. 




( 4 ^* ) 


OF THE 

CABIRI, CORYBANTES, IDA;I 
DACTYL!, CURETES, I G N E- 
TES, TELCHINES, and other Ar- 
KITE Priests. 

I H O P E, that I have given a fatisfadory account of 
the Deluge, and of the fuppofed Genius of the Ark, 
as deferibed by the Gentile mythologifts. She was rc- 
prefented as a Goddefs, and worlhiped under the titles of 
Melitta, Rhea, Cybele, and Damater ; alfo of Ills, and 
' Athena. As the department of the Deity has been fuffi- 
ciently made out, the hiftory of the priefts may be cafiiy 
afeertained ; and at the fame time the purport of their titles, 
under whatever denomination they may come. Of theie 
priefts the principal were the Cabiri ; whofc office and rites 
were efteemed particularly facred, and of great antiquity. 

' 'Or AiyuTTTiot Iff IV ttcAAoIX/s t))5 AOtjras ovofAzri xetAuffi. Plutarch. Ifis 

ct Oliris. p. 376. 

7 They 
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They were the fame as the Curetes, Corybantes, Telchines, 
and the Idasi Dadlyli of Crete. But in treating of them 
great confulion has enfued from not confidering, that both 
the Deity, and prieft, were comprehended under the fame 
title. The original Cabiritic Divinity was Zeuth ; the 
fame as Dionufus, though by fome writers idly diftinguiflied : 
* KaJosi^oov 7r^s<T^vTs§ov fisv Aix. His prieftsdiad the fame 
title. By Paufanias he is faid to hare been * Prometheus, 
the father of mankind ; which more plainly points out the 
perfon alluded to. It was no other than the Patriarch, who 
was of fo great repute for his piety, and juftice. Hence the 
other Cabiri, his immediate offspring, are faid to have been 
the fons of Sddic ; by which is fignified the juft man. ^ Sa- 
yoL^ sysvorro Trai^eg, a? AKxrxo^ni i§{JLritisv3(n, mi Kct^si- 
To SadjCy the man of jujikcy were born fonsy who 
were flikd the Diofcori and Cabiri. This is the very title 
given to the Patriarch by Mofes in the book of Genefis. It 
is there faid of Noah, that he was pnv, Sadie, a juji many 
and perfeEi in his * generation. All fcience, and every ufeful 
art was attributed to him ; and through his fons they were 
tranfmitted to pofterity. Hence the author of the Orphic Argo- 
nautica mentions * a.yK<m the noble gifts be- 

‘Scholia in Apollon. L. i.v. 918. The author of thefe Scholia makes a 
diflindlion between Zeuth and Dionufus \ KaCetpeoy ju(.ev Atay ytcsf* 

noQu e Aiovvtrov : but they were the fame perfon, 

* Paufan. L. 9. p. 759, 

* Damafeius apud Photium. p. 1073. He fuppofts thetn to be eight in 
number. 

* Gcnefis. c, 6. v. 9 

^ V. 17. 
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quMthed to tnankind by the Cabiri, They were reprefented 
as d^monSj and in number three : and they are (bmetimes 
mentioned as the fons of the great artift ^ Hephaiftus, the • 
chief Deity of Egypt, and the reputed father of the Gods. 
He was the fame as Hclius ; and upon the pillar of Ramcf- 
tes, which flood in Heliopolis, he was according to Hcr- 
mapion Ailed * 'H(pa<?'oj 0 ' tm ©swi/ The perfon, 

from whom this obeliik was named, is generally called Ra- 
mafes, or Ram- Afis. Ramefles is of the fame purport ; 
being a compound of Ram-Eftes, Magnus Vulcanus. Eftes, 
Afles, ® Aflus, are all variations of the fame term, and 
equally relate to fire. Hence came Apha-Aftus, or He- 
phaflus, the Hephaiflus of the Greeks ; hence alfo the 
Hiflia, Heflia, and Vefla of other countries. The Cabiri 
are many times reprefented as Heliadje, or the offspring of 
the Sun, Ailed CamTl ; alfo the defendants of Proteus, 
the great prophet, and Deity of the fea. According to 
Varro they were particularly Ailed ” Divi Potes: and Caf- 

fius Hermina deferibed them as 0£8? fj^syoKov;, Qsag 
©ea? (Tyj/araj, the greats beneficent ^ and powerful 
Gods, One of the mofl ancient temples of thefe Deities was 

’ AtyovTxi S'f tivxi ttoliSh. Hcfych. 

Kat H^a/ir'os iwi’ KccCdpaif. Nonnus. L. 24- p* 626. 

» Marcellinus. L. 17. c. 4. p. 126. 

* See volume the firft. p. 59. and 62. 

’• Axav/Aaos Se 0 Apyetoi ix. KotCii^xi xcu 'H(p<xi<ru Ka^Aoi/ ruJ'f T^fi- 

€>egeKvSMf J'e—U KaCugn tw; IJgmrtM xui 

xcu pvi/.(pa.f 'rginKa^eipiS'eti- Strabo. L. 10. p. 724* 

** Hi, (^uos Augurum libri feriptos habent lie, Divi Potcj, funt pro 1 is, 
tjui in Samothrace Qioi Svrcnoi. Varro de Ling. Lat. L. 4* P' * 7 * 

** Macrob. Sat. L. 3 . c. 4 . p. 37^*. 


at 
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at ’’ Memphis ; which was held fo facred, that no perfbn, H 
excepting the priefts, was fuftered to enter its walls. In the 
Tame place flood a temple of their father ’* Vulcanus, the 
head of the Cabiri. Cambyfes entered into thefe fanflua- 
rics ; and took a view of the flatues in each. They were nearly 
alike, and of a fantaflic form after the mode of Egypt; 
on which account he ordered them to be thrown down, and 
the temples to be deflroyed. From Egypt their worfliip 
was carried to Canaan, and Syria ; and from thence to Greece, 
To what thefe rites alluded may be known from the de- 
partment of the Deities, in whofe honour they were fup- 
pofed to have been inflituted, and with whom the Cabiri 
are introduced. Thefe are chiefly Damater, Cybele, Se- 
lene, Meen, Barith, Dione., According to Sanchoniathon 
the Cabiri were the fame as the Diofeuri and Corybantes ; 
and like Damafeius above he reprefents them, as the off- 
fpring of the juft man Sadyc. They lived in the time of 
Elion, furnamed the Mojl High j and of a perfonage named 
Barith: and from them the myfteries in Saniothracia were 
derived. Some of their pofterity came to Byblus, which 
they furrounded with a wall : and they built a temple 

Herodotus. L. 3. c. 37. 

Strabo. L. 10. p. 725. 

Ibid. 

Etri tTg 3c«4 Taura ojjloicl tj# 'Hpccf<pv. Hcrod. L. 3. c. 37.' 

*Mbid. 

Eufebins exprefles it Sydyc. XoJ'vyj rar en*' kx/ AIKAION. Eu-. 

feb. Praep. Evang. p. 36. Ex cTg tb Atofneovgoty a » KopvSctvri>» 

’ Ibid. p. 37- T <4 A«>ojbtgrw AIKAlfl. Ibid. 

»» Ibid. 

Ibid. 


upon 
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H^on Mount Cafius in the fame region. They are faid to 
have been the firft conftruaors of a " float, or (hip : and 
are reprefented as hufbandmen, and at the fame time “ men 
of the fea. To them the city Biblus is faid to have been 
appropriated by Cronus for the worfliip of Baaltis, the fame 
as ^ jDione, the Dove, They alio built Berytus, the city 
of Beryth : and, what is extraordinary, they are laid in this 
city to have conlecrated ** ITorTy Asivj/ocvot j by which cer- 
tainly is meant, all that the Deluge had fpared ; the fad re- 
mains of the former world. Thefe rites con filled in me- 
morials of the Ark Berith, and of the perlons therein pre- 
ferved ; who were the original Cabiri, or Baalim. By San- 
choniathQn they are deferibed as eight in number; the 
chief of which was ** Afclepius, the God of health, and re- 
ftorer of life. He is likewile mentioned by Damafeius; 
who fpeaks of him as a perfon, of whom the mother of the 
Gods was ** enamoured : one, who had been eonligncd to 
darknefs, but out of that gloom difplayed a wonderful 
light. He too makes him the eighth, and principal of 
the Cabiri. 

In the cities of Syria the hiftory of the flrft ages was 

npu) 7 ''A 7r?KCtov evp'.v» Ibid. 

Kcci'rpci^^ ccypoTais ci?^ieuair. Ibid. p. 38. 

BaaAT///, xoci Ibid. 

'O: KocL IlONTOT Af.H'ANA m TVi' a(pieoom<xi. Ibid. p. 39. 

*5 Ibid. 

'O €V w/g Ai')iJ7nio^j (x>kAcl th 

XccSvkcc yeeg eyeyorro 'TvaiUi jc.A, Si iyiMTo eTi J 

f^ovpo:^ ov A(Tyi?\ii 7 noy i^fxmevyeny, 'Ojtos — 0can 

Apud Photium. p. 1073. 

liy fTXOTu SiwAvyw tto^kV (pcof ctvac’^oc^. Ibid. 

VoL. li. 3O preferved 



4^6 The Analysis of Ancient Mythology. 

preferved in hieroglyphics. In Berytus Saturn was re#l- 
renced, who was no other than Sadyc, the man of piety, 
and juftice. He was reprefented with ** four eyes ; two of 
which were in their natural portion forward : the two 
other were placed in a contrary diredion, upon the hinder 
part of the head. The fymbolical hiftories of the eaftern 
countries were firft compofed by a perfon ftiled the fon of 
’’ Thabion. I have mentioned, that nothing was more 
common than for the priefts to be called the fons of the 
Deity, whom they ferved. Thaba was the Ark, the Theba 
of the lonians ; and the fon of Thabion was no other than 
the prieft of Theba-Ion, the Arkite Dove, particularly 
worlhiped in this country. He is faid to havo been the 
moft apeient Hierophant, that ever officiated in Phenicia. 

There were many cities, and thofe in parts very remote, 
where the Cabiritic rites were for a long time maintained. 
Some of thefe cities were named Cibura, Cabura, and Ca- 
beira; and in all of them may be feen a reference to the 
fame ancient hiftory. In Pontus was a city Ca'oira, the 
royal feat of Mithridates ; where was one of the mofl mag- 
nificent temples in the world. The nature of the worfliip 
may be known from the Deity, to whom it was facred : tar 
the temple was dedicated, Mi):/* A^icaiw, to the Deus Lti- 
nus Arhtis. In Phrygia, near Caroura was the city Ci- 

Enfeb. P. E. p. 39. 

*0 TcdJTOL TTCtVTCC 0 GoC^tCOVOf TTXi^ rO)V OL^r y^yOVOTUiV 

— TctfetTwJcg# Ibid* 

30 (P, Ion, Columba. 

1 * cTg leoov Mjji'05 ^ett raro r.? U^ov. SiruJO* 

L, 12. p, 835. 


bura : 
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« 

bura : and it is well known, that all this region was devoted 
to the worihip ofCybele, and the rites of Theba. Here too 
was a temple of the God Lunus, the fame as Mr.y A^mm. 
Near Side in Cilicia was another city of this name ; and we 
niay infer from many circumftanccs, that the fame worfliip 
prevailed. The Cabiritic rites were likewife kept up in 
” Imbros, and Lemnos ; and particularly in Samothracia, 
They prevailed alfo in Greece ; and efpccially in the city 
Theba in Boeotia. Damater, the fame as Theba and 


Ills, had the title of Cabiria : and it was an opinion, 
that thefe myfteries were firft eftablifhcd by ” her : by 
which was meant, that they were derived Irom the Ark, 


the reputed mother of all beings. Hence the Cabiri had 
often joint worfliip with Damater. An inllancc of this 
was obfervable at Anthedon in Boeotia, where ftood Ka- 


'h§ov, mi aXo-oj— : the temple of the Cahirt, 
and the grove of Damater. They were the fame as the Ca- 
liarni of the Parians, who were equally prieds ol Damater. 
'' Koi^ot^voi, 01 ng Ar,iJir,r^og k^sig, dg lU^ioi. It is obfer- 
vable, that the chief province of the Cabiri related to llie 
Tea, and flapping. Their influence was particularly im- 
plored by mariners for fuccefs in their voyages . 


3' 'rerci' M;;; :'.-, KafHp Ae5^o'^£i'=i’. Ibid. p. 869. t 

=^ifci;.r,cc OW fvAmvj xai (Ka-e'ph • tra io. . ^ • / 

3+ a,m>trpoi KaCf/a^s— «Atrs?. Paufan. L. 9- P- 75»- > 

»' A,ify.,rpo,y^vy'^.’s Kc,Ce,fxio,i P' 759 - 

3‘ Ibid. P. 7 ^ 5 . The region was called Cabciraia. 

Hefych. . 

3 O 2 
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** 0<p§ct 

Xmrs^oi K^vosTTCLv vm^ dM voLmXkoim. ' 

The Corybantes were priefts of the fame order, and were 
ftiled ” ArarnTg^srai, as being of a royal, or fupereminent 
priefthood. Clemens mentions that they were the fame as 
the Cabiri ; and that their myfteries were ftiled Ca- 
biritic. In thefe the Rhoia, or pomegranate, was in- 
troduced : and they were often celebrated in woods, and 
upon mountains : and the whole was attended with Ibouts, 
and fcreams, and every frantic manoeuvre. Nonnus has 
fomc allufion to thefe rites, when at the marriage of Har- 
monia he makes the beafts of the foreft imitate the howling 
of the Cabiri, 

li^vxrjOfjLU h KsQvrs? ofJLQ^^K(t)v nVo Aajpjov 

MamTToAwy aXoLKay^ov siJ(,ifJLYi<rccm Ka|3s<^wy. 

The perfons concerned were crowned with ferpents ; and by 
their fury and madnefs exhibited a fcene fhocking to imagi- 
nation ; yet nobody was thought compleatly happy, who did 
not partake in thefe myfteries. 

0? TJ5 

TsAsTxg Qsm siJo)? 

Bmxv xyi^svsi' 

Tx TS Mxr^og fjL$yxXxg 
O^yix Kv^sXxg ^gjU/5'giiwi', 

Avx $v§<roy rs rmriroov, 

8* Apollon. Rliod. v. 918, 

-9 Clemens Alexand. Cohort, p. 16. 

Ka^iips<i T 6 ^ Kop'jCavias, Ibid, 

^‘L.3. p. 88. 

♦* Euripides. BaKp-ai. V. 73. quoted by Strabo. L. lo. p. 72®. 

K»T<rw 
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K«r<rw 76 ?‘6(pa,mkiiy 
Atovvcrov ^s^drsvst. 

Its Ba.iC’^a.i 

B^QfjLiov 7ra<(Ja $6qv Sen 

Aiovvtov mTctyov7!x.i 

(^^vyiuv £$ o^sm 

'EAAaJb? sii oLyvictg, 

The noife and diffonance at thefi; celebrities are finely de- 
feribed in the Edoni of ♦’ ^fchylus : 

'^’aXjU.o? $' OLKdhOL^si' 

Tay^o(p^oyyot S' vTto^umTcLi zetne^sv 
E^ cL<poLVovg <po^B^m ^iyi.Qi' 

• liVfJiTtOLVCti S lfQ(J*}^ 

'Q-tS vToysiB (i^onrji, (ps^sTOLi 

The like is to be found in Pindar. 

Xo< |tiev mTaf)(0(.i, Mocts^, Tct^d, 

MsyaAoi fOjAJooi kv(jl^xKwVj 
Ev TS 7raAAa;^wy /^^oraAa, 

Tg (Jock vtto ^xvOkti Trsvmig. 

This wild joy, attended with (bouts and dancing, and tlie 
noife of pipes and cymbals, feems to have been exhibited in 
memorial of the exit from the Ark ; when tlic whole of 
the animal fyftem ilTued to light upon the fummit of mount 
Baris. 

Corybas, the fiithcr and head of the band, v/as tlic fame 

*5 Ibid. p. yzr. The fecond line in'the original has u7rs/-'->/!<6tf;Ta/ -;r-C'‘r, which 
I have altered to ■srayTC/flci'. 

Pindarus apud Sirabonem, L. lo. p. 719* 
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as Helius ; and in the Orphic hymns is farther defcribed 
with the attributes of Dionufus ; 

AioMixo§<pov OLVoLKTUy &SOV ^ifvri — 

Qyi^otvzs OsfJLsm (xo^ipYiv ^potps^oio A^a;£oyro;. 

His offspring, the Corybantes, were twofold. Strabo fpcaks 
of them both as priefts, and divinities : and undoubt- 
edly both were comprehended under this title. T/je 
'Corybantes ’were a kind of DeemonSy the offspring of HeliuSy 
and Athena, Under the denommation of Cabiriy and the 
Ukty ’were included not only a fet of perfonsy ’who adminiflered 
to the Godsy but the Divinitiesy 'whom they 'worffiped. d’he 
Tityri, Satyri, Mtenades, Thyades, Lycaones, Sileni, Le- 
nae, were of the fame order: as were the Curetes, Tei- 
chines, and Ignetes. The Curetes were Heliadie, tlic priefts 
of Helius, ftilcd Cur- Ait : and the term Quirites among the 
Romans had the fame origin. The Telchines and Ignetes 
were the firft who fettled at Rhodes ; and they in like 
manher were efteemed Heliadae. The latter were denomi- 
nated from their God Hanes, who was at different times 
called Agnis and Ignis. But notwit hftanding their rela- 
tion to Hanes and Helius, they were at the fame time fup- 
pofed to be defeended from the fea. Hence it was faid of 
them by Simmias Rhodius, 

** Ajtt^a 

lyvtytni/ Kon TsK’givm s<pv xhVKYj Zcc*^. 

Hymn 38. 

ActifJiom xai *HA/y T^oairoXot GfoiV 

lACvoiy a? xcci avToi Qcoi L. lO* p. 723* 

lyyures^ U ysroc TeA^ivot^ emotx,)i(rctyTes rau 'PoS'oy. Hefych. 

Clemens Alexand. Strom* 5, p. 674. AfjL/JLeL Cgnifies a mother. 

ZCt‘^y 
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Za’vJ/, Zaps, is nearly of the fame purport of the Saph or 
Suph of the Chaldeans and Hebrews. It fignifies the fea, 
or the fea in a ferment : and the purport of the verfe is, 
that the Ignetcs and Xelchines carried their origin upwards 
to the deluge. Though they had the charadler of Vtiysvsigy 
and Ov^ctvimsgy yet they univerfixlly took to themfelves the 
title , of fons of the fea. 

OvToi YiTCLV viQi fjLBv 0aAa<r(r>]?, 0 fjiv^og Tru^e^oo/is. 

‘They were looked upon^ fays Diodorus, as the offspring of the 
feuy according to the traditions of the ancients. The I clchines 
were fuppofed to have made their hrfl: appearance at tlie 
time of, a Deluge, which Diodorus would confine to 
Rhodes ; and Nonnus, from fomc emblematical reprefenta- 
tion, has deferibed them, as wafted over the ocean upon 
feahorfes. 

vtts^ Ittzwv. 

They arc laid, under the character of Heliadae, to have been 
very famous for ” navigation : and through them many ule- 
ful arts were Uanfmitted to 5+ mankind. They were likcwifc 
the firfi introducers of idolatry ; and deeply Ikillcd in Ma- 
gia : and wc may infer from Diodorus, that they were oi 

■‘Mt’is fometm-.es ufed for a whirlwind: but among the ancient Greeks it f,",- 
nified properly tiie furge ot the lea. 

YiovTU uuirGftyio.o ZA DionyfiUS Iainbusapv.il Clcax*i.:i :u 

fupra. 

L. 5- p. 3-6. K yrysvea. Scrabo. L. lo. p. 7 - 3 ’ 

5* IbiJ. p. 327. 

5" L 24. p. 626. 

53 Pbvjorus. L. 5. p. 328.. 

M Ibid. p. 326. lt^fa:u.ivp€Ta^^xcci tcj/ I bit?* 
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the Anakim, or gigantic race; for fuchare faid to have been 
the firft inhabitants of Rhodes. 

I have mentioned, that great confufion has arifen from 
not confidering, that the Deity and prieft were named alike ; 
and that the people often were comprehended under the 
fame title. The God Helius was ftiled Cur- Ait : and 
his priefts had the fame name. But additionally to thefe 
the ancient inhabitants of JEtolia, Euboea, and Acarnania 
were ftiled Curetes, and their country Curetica. Helius 
was likewile called by the Egyptians and other people Tal- 
chan : for Tal, which the Grecians rendered Talus, figni- 
fied the Sun. TaAo?, o Talus^ fays Hefychius, fig- 

nijies the Sun. TfcAaioj, o “Zev^sv Zeuth iniSrete was 

Jliled Taltiis. The term Tal-chan, which the Grecians ren- 
dered Telchin, ftgnified Sol Rex : and under this title he 
was worfhiped at Lindus in Rhodes. His priefts alfo and 
votaries were denominated in the fame manner. Tlie Cu- 
retes by fome were efteemed the offspring of the nymph 
Dana’is, and Apollo ; by others they were faid to have 
been the fons oP' Jafon, the fame as Jafion, with whom 
Damater was fuppofed to have been enamoured : all which, 
I think, is not difficult to be underftood. 

Ibid. 

*’ Kuoo< o'HAo?. Plutarch, Artaxerxes. 

5 * Strabo. L. lo. p. 692, 714. 

Xioipoi fj.^v AivS'iQii AiroAXwvctTiX^ivtow L. 5. p. 326. Tal US by 

Apollodorus is faid to have been the fame as Taurus. L. i. p. 54. 

Kyjm^' Aotvcc,‘iS'o 9 ^yvfA(pm xoli ATrcAAwm T«aci/gf:. Schol. in Ly- 

coph. V. 77. 

Scfvius in iEncid. L. 3. v. in; 
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I have (hewn, that the Telchinian, and Cabiritic rites 
confifted in Arkite memorials. They paffed from Egypt 
and Syria to Phrygia and Pontus : and from thence were 
introduced in Thrace, and in the cities of Greece. They 
were likewife carried into Hetruria, and into the regions of 
the Celtae : and traces of them are to be obferved as high 
up as the Suevi. Tacitus takes notice, that this people wor- 
fliiped Ills: and he mentions that the chief objea at their 
rites, was an Ark, or Ihip ; fignum in modum Liburna: 
figuratum ; which was held in great reverence. The like 
myfteries according to Artemidorus prevailed in one of the 
Britilh idands; in which, he fays, that the worlhip of Da- 
mater was carried on witli the fame rites as in Samo- 
thracia. I make no doubt, but that this hiftory was 
true : and that thd^Arkite rites prevailed in many parts 
of Britain ; efpecially in the ille of Mona, where in af- 
tertimes was the chief feat of the Saronidcs, or Druids. 
Monai fignifies infula Selenitis, vcl Arkitis. It was fonietinics 
exprefled Menai ; as is evident from the frith between tlie 
ifland and the main land being ftiled Abcr Menai at this 
day. Aber Men-Ai fignifies fretum infiilce Dei Luni ; which 
Hland undoubtedly had this name from its rites. The 
fame worfliip was probably farther introduced into fomc 
of the Scotifii illes, the Hebrides of the ancients, and par- 
ticularly into that called Coiumbkil, or Columba. I'his 
illand is faid to have been in old time a fcmina’ry ; and 

Dc moribus Germanorum. p. 6oj. 

Strabo. L, 4. p. 304. 

Diodorus. L. 5. p. 308. 

VoL. II. 3 p 
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was reputed of the higheft fandityj fo that there is a tra- 
dition of above fifty Itik and Scotiih kings being there 
buried. Columb-kil is'plainly a contraction of Columba-kil: 
which was not originally the name of the ifland, but of the 
temple there “ conftruCted. The ifland was called limply 
Columba. When there was a change made in religion, 
people converted the heathenifh temples to fanCtuaries of 
another nature : and out of the ancient names of places 
they formed faints, and holy men. Hence we meet with 
St. Agnes, St. Allan, St. Earth, St. Enador, St. Herm, 
St. Levan, St. Ith, St. Sancrete, in Cornwal: and from 
the Caledonian Columba there has been made a St. Co- 
lumbus. This laft was certainly a name given to the illand 
from its worfhip : and, what is truly remarkable, it was 
allb called Idna ; a name exaClly fynoiJ|tnous, which it re- 
tains to this day. But out of Columbus they have made 
a Saint, and of Idna a Biftiop. 

Martin’s account of the Scotifli iQes. p. 256. Camden’s Britannia, p. 1462. 

Cal, Col, Cala, fignified a building upon an eminence. 

See Norden’s Cornwal, and Camden. 

Camden calls the perfon Columba. p. 1462. 

^9 Between Ila and Scotland lics/i?;w. Camden, fopra. 

7 ® People have fuppofed the ifland to have received its name from an Irifli 
Bifliop, who firft preached the gofpel to the Pidls. See Bede L. 3. c. 4. But 
it is no where faid, that he was ever upon the ifland ; much lefs that he gave 
name to it. The very cxiftcncc of this perfonage is uncertain. 
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ARGONAUTIC EXPEDITION. 

TaJfi (r^ysy^a.fct' Tm av&^caTruv oi fisv ya^ ttsi- 

&QVTou'‘ iroLtri roi; Ksyo(jt,evoiiy o^s xvQ[jt,iXiiiToi (TofMCf, km 
iTrig'rifxns' ot Js t^kvots^oi rriV ^v(nVy mi 7roh,vw§(iyiJi,mi, 
«T/fa(r< TO Tra^aTTflU', fjuii^ev yei/sr^xi tutcioi/, Pal2ephacu«i 

M y purpofe has been univerfally to examine the an- 
cient mythology of Greece i and by diligently 
collating the evidences afforded, to find out the 
latent meaning. I have repeatedly taken notice, that the 
Grecians formed variety of perfonages out of titles, and 
terms unknown : many alfo took their rife from hierogly- 
phics mifinterpreted. The examples, which I have pro- 
duced, will make the reader more favourably inclined to the 
procefs, upon which I am about to proceed. Had I not 
in this manner opened the way to this dilquifition, I fhould 
have been fearful of engaging in the purfuit. For the hiC- 

3 P 2 tory 
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tory of the Argonauts, and their voyage, has been always 
efteemed authentic, and admitted as a chronological ®ra. 
Yet it may be worth while to make fome inquiry into this 
memorable tranfadlion ; and to fee if it deferves the credit, 
with which, it has been hither-to favoured. Some references* 
to this expedition are interfperfed in moft of the writings of 
the ’ ancients. But befide thefe fcattered alluhons, there are 
compleat hiftories tranfmitted concerning it : wherein writ- 
ers have enumerated every circumftance of the operation. 

By thefe writers we are informed, that the intention of 
this armament was to bring back a golden fleece, which was^ 
detained by iEetes king of Colchis. It was the fleece of 
that ram on which Phrixus and * Helle fled to .avoid the 
anger of Ino. They were the two children of \thamas,. 
conceived by (Ng<pgA»i) a cloud: and th.ir brotht* was Lc- 
archus. The ram, upon which they efcaped, is re "cnted, 
as the fon of ’ Neptune and Theophane. Upon his arrival 
at Colchis Phrixus facrificed it to Mars, in whofe temple 
the fleece was fufpended. Helle was fuppcfed to have 
fallen into the fea, called afterwards the Helhfpont, and to- 

* The principal are thofe, which follow . 

Author of the Orphic Argonautica. 

Apollonius Rhodius. 

Valerius Flaccus. ^ 

Diodorus Siculus. L. 4- p. 245. 

Ovid. Metamorphofis. L. 7. 

Pindar, Pyth. Ode 4. 

Apollodorus. L. i. p. 4. 

Strabo. L. 3. p. 222. 

Hyginus. Fab. 14. p. 38.' 

* Hyginus. Fab. 2. p. 18. Paufan. L. 5. p. 778, 

* Hyginus. Fab. 3. p. 21. 
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have been drowned. After an interval of fome years, Pe- 
lias, king of Jolchas, commilTioned Jafon, the fon of his 
brother iEfon, to go, and recover this precious fleece. To 
effedt this a fliip was built at Pagafae, which city lay at no 
great diftance from Mount Pelion in Theflaly. It was the 
firft that was ever attempted ; and the merit of the per- 
formance is given to Argus, who was infl;ru<Scd by Mi- 
nerva, or divine wifdom. This fliip was built partly out of 
fome facred timber from the grove of Dodona, which was 
facred to Jupiter Tomarias. On this account it was faid 
to have been oracular, and to have given verbal refponles ; 
which hiftory is beautifully deferibed by Claudian. 

Argois trabibus jadtant fudafle Minervam : 

Nec nemoris tant ,m vinxifle carentia fenfu 
Robora ; fed, c^efo Tomari Jovis augure luco, 

Arbore prafaga tabulas animafle loquaces. 

As foon as this facred machine was compleated, a felcdl 
band of heroes, the prime of their age and country, met 
together, and engaged in this honourable enterprize. Among 
thefe Jafon was the chief ; by whom the others were fum- 
moned, -^.nd colledled. Chiron, who was famous for his 
knowledge, and had inftruaed many of thofe young heroes 
in fcieiice, now framed for their ufe a delineation of the 
heavens : though fome give the merit of this operation to 
Mufaeus. This was the firft fpherc conftrufted : in which 

.♦De Bello Getico. V. i6. 

tv. </’ xoiP^m 
Nxaj (■!Ttfipof*twcc TofActptcii ex\a,yt (pnyof^ 

Orph. Argonautica. V. 1153. 


the 
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the ftars were formed into afterifras for the benefit of the 
Argonauts ; that they might be the better able to conduit 
themfelves in their perilous voyage. The heroes being all 
affembled, waited for the fifing of the Peleiades ; at which 
feafon they fet * fail. Writers differ greatly a|x)ut the rout, 
which they took at their fetting out j as well as about the 
way of their return. The general account is, that they 
coafted Macedonia, and proceeded to Thrace j where Her- 
cules engaged with the giants j as he is fiippofed to have 
done in many other places. They vifited Lemnos, and Cy- 
zicus j and from thence came to the Bofporus, Here were 
two rocks called the Cyanean, and alfo the Symplegades ; 
which ufed to clafli together with a mighty noiie, and inter- 
cept whatever was palling. The Argonauts let a Dove fly, 
to lee by her fate, if there were a poflibility of efcaping. 
The Dove got through with Ibme difficulty : encouraged 
by which omen the heroes preffed forward j and by the help 
■of Minerva efcaped. After many adventures, which by the 
Poets are deferibed in a manner wonderfully pleafing, they 
arrive at the Phafis, which was the chief river of Colchis. 
'J'hey immediately addrefs ^etes ; and after having informed 
him concerning the caufe of thek coming, demand a 
reftitution of the fleece. The king was exafperated at 
their claim ; and refufed to give up the objeA in view, 
but upon fuch terms, as feenaed irtipfafticable. Jalbn how- 
ever accepted of the conditions ; and after having et^ged in 
many labours, and by the affiftance of Medea fbothed a 
fleeplefs dragon, which guarded the fleece, heat lafl brought 

' Ayi<S’ UeAfunSfU Theoc. Idyl. 13. v. 25. 
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off the prize. This being happily effeded, he retired pri- 
vately to his fliip, and immediately let fail ; at the lame 
time, bringing away Medea, the king’s daughter. As fooii 
as ^etes was apprized of their flight, he fitted out fome 
Ihips to purlue them : and arriving at the Thracian Bolpo- 
rus took poflelfion of that pals. The Argonauts having 
their retreat precluded, returned by another rout, which by 
writers is differently reprelented. Upon their arrival in 
Greece they offered facrifices to the Gods j and confecrated 
their lliip to Neptune. 

What is alluded to in this romantic detail, may not per- 
haps at iirfl: light be obvious. The main plot, as it is 
tranfmitted to us, is certainly a fable, and replete with in- 
conliftency and contradidlion. Yet muiiy writers have taken 
the account in grofs : and without helitation, or exception 
to any particular part, have , prefumed to fix the time 
of this tranfadlion. And having fatisfied themfelves' in 
this point, they have proceeded to make ufe of it for a 
Hated xra. Hence many inferences, and deductions have 
been formed, and many events have been determined, 
by the time of this fanciful adventure. Among the 
moft eminent of old, who admitted it as an hiftorical 
truth, were Herodotus, Diodorus, Strabo i and with them 
every Grecian Mytljologift : of the fathers, Clemens, Eufe- 
bius, and Syncellus. Among the moderns, the principal are 
Scaliger and Petavius : and of our countiy, Archbifiiop 
Ulher, Cumberland, Dr. Jackfon, and Sir Ifaac Newton. 
This laft fpeaks of it without any diffidence ; and draws 
from it many confeqnences, as from an event agreed upon, 
and not to be queftioned ; an sera, to which we may faiely 
6. refer. 
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refer. It was a great misfortune to the learned world, that 
this excellent perfbn was fo eafily fatished with Grecian 
lore ; taking with too little examination, whatever was tranf- 
mitted to his hands. By thefe means many events of great con- 
fequence arc determined from very uncertain and exception- 
able data. Had he looked more carefully into the hiftories, to 
which he appeals, and difcarded, what he could not authenti- 
cate ; fuch were in all other refpefts his fuperior parts, and 
penetration, that he would have been as eminent for moral 
evidence, as he had been for demonftration. This laft was 
his great prerogative, which when he quitted, he became 
like Samplbn Ihorn of his ftrength ; he went out like 
another man. This hiftory, upon which he builds fo much, 
was founded upon fome ancient traditions, but mifinter- 
preted greatly. It certainly did not relate to Greece ; 
though adopted by the people of that country. Sir Ifaac 
Newton, with great ingenuity has endeavoured to find out 
the time of this expedition by the place of the ® Colures 
then, and the degrees, which they have fince gone back. 
And this he does upon a fuppofition that there was fuch a 
perfon as Chiron : and that he really, as an ancient poet 
would perfuade us, formed a fphere for the Argonauts. 

’’ 'OvTo; 

Ts ^iKOLio(rvvr,v ^vriruv ysvog iiyays, 

'O^KOv, xcti $v<ricig xoli 

Ill anfwer to this the learned Dr. Rutherforth has exhibited 
fome curious obfervations : in which he fhews, that the^e 

* Newton’s Chronology, p. 83, 84. 

’ Auftor Titanomachix apud Clenicntcm. Strom. L. i. p. 360. 
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is no reafon to think that Chiron was the author -of the 
iphere fpoken of, or of the delineations attributed to him 
Among many very juft exceptions he has one, which feems 
to me to be very capital, and which I (hall tranferibe from 
him. * Bejide Pagafee^ from whence the Argonauts failed^ is 
about 39® ; and Colchis^ to which they were failings is in 
about 45“ north latitude, ne far Canobus of the firfl mag- 
nitude, marked a by Bayer, in the conjiellation Argo, is only 3 
from thefouth foie : and great fart of this conftellation is fill 
nearer to the font h foie. Therefore this frincifal far, and 
great fart of the confellation Argo could not be fen, either 
tn the flace, that the Argonauts ft out from, or in the flace, 
to which, they were failing. Now the fif was the firf of its 
kind ; and was the frincifal thing in the exf edition : which 
makes it very unlikely, that Chiron Jhould chufe to call a ft 
of far s by the name of Argo ^ mof of which were invifble to 
the Argonauts. If he had delineated the ffhere for their 
ufe, he would have chofen to call fame other confellation by 
this name : he would tnojl likely have given the name Argo to 
fame confellation in the Zodiac : however, certainly, to one 
that was vifble to the Argonauts ; and not to one which was 
fo far to the fouih, that the frincifal far in it could not be 
feen by them, either when they ft out, or when they came to 
the end of their voyage. 

Thefe arguments, I think, ftiew plainly, that the fpherc 
could not have been the invention of’ Chiron or Mufajusj 

8 Rutherforth’s Syftem of Natural Philoibphy. Vol. 2. p. 849. 

’ Sir Ifaac Newton attributes the invention of the Sphere to Chiron, or to 
Mufeus. Some give the merit of it to Atlas : others to Palamedcs. 

Vol. II. 3 had 
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had Tuch perfons cxifted. But I muft proceed farther upon 
thefe principles : for to my apprehenlion they prove moft 
fatisfadorily, that it was not at any rate a Grecian work : 
and that the expedition itfelf was not a Grecian operation. 
Allowing Sir Ifaac Newton, what is very difputable, that 
many of the afterifms in the fphere relate to the Argonau- 
tic operations ; yet fuch fphere could not have been previ- 
oufly conftru6led, as it refers to a fubfequent hiftory. 
Nor would an aftronomer of that country in any age 
afterwards have fo delineated a fphere, as to have the 
chief memorial in a manner out of fight ; if the tranf- 
a£lion to which it alluded, had related to Greece. For what 
the learned Dr. Rutherforth alledges in refpe<5l to Chiron 
and Mufaius, and to the times in which they are fuppofed to 
have lived, will hold good in refpeft to any Grecian in any 
age whatever. Flad thofe perfons, or any body of their 
country, been authors of fuch a work ; they muft have 
comprehended under a figure, and given the name of Argo 
to a collection of rtars, with many of which they were un- 
acquainted : confequently their longitude, latitude, and re- 
ciprocal diftanccs, they could not know. Even the Egyptians 
feem in their fphere to have omitted thofe conftellations,which 
could not be feen in their degrees of latitude, or in thofe which 
they frequented. Hence many afterifms near the fouthern pole, 

1 ci’fi'. ixv: xh^ovoarix ri fTr/xaix. Sophocics in Nauplio. 

'I’hc chief conftelhuion, and of the moft benefit to Mariners, is the Bear with the 
p/il.ir ftar. 1 hib is fiid not to have been obferved by any one before Thales : the 
otl. r called the greater Bear was taken notice of by Nauplius • J'lrTui S'e eiaiv^ 
c'r 'TYiy NauTAi:/. rnv fAxTToyx S c 0 xAj); o ao(pi, Theon. in Arat. V. 27. 

APXAIOT SchoJ, Apollonir, L. i.v. 134. 

fuch 



The Analysis of Ancient Mythology. 4H 5 

fuch as the Croziers, Phcenicoptcr, Touc.iii, tcc. were lor 
along time vacant, and unformed; having never been taken 
notice of, till our late difeoveries were made on tlie other 
fide of the line. From that time they have been reduced 
into afterifms, and diftinguilhed by names. 

If then the fphere, as we have it delineated, was not the 
work of Greece, it mufl: certainly have been the produee of 
Egypt. For the aftronomy of Greece confelfedly came from 
that " country : confequently the hiftory, to which it alludes, 
muft have been from the fame quarter. For it cannot be 
fuppofed, that in the conftru<fling of a fphere the Egyptians 
would borrow from the ’* Helladians, or from any people 
whatever; much lefs would they croud it with afterifms 
relating to various events, in which they did not participate, 
and with which they could not w'ell be acquainted: for in 
thofe early days the hiftory of Hellas was not known to the 
fons of Mizraim. Many of the conftellations are apparently 
of Egyptian original ; and were defigned as emblems ol 
their Gods, and memorials of their rites and mythology. 
The Zodiac, which Sir Ifaac Newton fuppofed to relate to 

•• Diodorus fays that tlie Sphere was the invention of Atlas ; by which wc are 

to underftand the Atlantians. I^. 3 . p. I93- 

” fi((uTBS htyiiinm a.i\j)Truv oiTacawi' t^svcieiv rov (i'm-jtov, S'uafiixcc 
Sacafxevsi TCot> ii auiuv 'ta.'JTa S i tx. tuv AXI PDN eXiyav. Hc* 

rodot. L. 2. c. 4« 

rwfJierptctf as ao yiyovccoy (u Clement Alexand. Strom. 

L. 1. p. 361. 

“ The E<»yptians borrowed nothing from Greece. Oy ovSe oxuji 

AiyvTrriGi TTcep hAAmwr eAaCoy yf rcAjrro (<^aAAt.j/ t« /^rjvvaou) ti a>.ho yc'i ri 

tofxMov. Herodot. L. z. c. 49- See aJfo Diodorus Siculus. L, 1. p. 62, 63. 
of arts from Egypt* 
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the Argonautic expedition, was an aflemblage of Egyp- 
tian hieroglyphics. Aries, which he refers to tlie golden 
fleece, was a reprefentation of Amon ; Taurus of Apis ; Leo 
of Arez, the lame as Mithras, and* Oflris. Virgo with the 
fpike of corn was Ifis. They called the Zodiac the 
grand aflembly, or fenate, of the twelve Gods, sv (Jw^g- 
xaTO|U.o^ia 0goi BowAaioi, The planets were efteemed 'Paf« 
io<po§oiy li(£l:ors and attendants, who waited upon the chief 
Deity, the Sun. Thefe, fays the Scholiaft upon '♦ Apollo- 
nius, were the people who firfl: obferved the influences of 
the flats; and diflinguiflied them by names: and from them 
they came to ’’ Greece. 

Strabo, one of the wifefl of the Grecians, cannot be per- 
fuaded but that the hiflory of the Argonautic expedition 
was true : and he takes notice of many traditions concern' 
ins it in countries far remote : and traces of the heroes in 
many places ; which arofe from the temples, and cities, which 
they built, and from the regions, to which they gave name. 
He mentions particularly, that there flill remained a city 
called Aia upon the Phafls ; and the natives retained no- 

*** 0 < yot^ aurm (jpxai S'tx to ^x^vy* ot S^e Ifrtv ct S'e 

Ajx^yxTiv. Eratofthenis Afterifm. Ux^fievoi, 

TsyoHvxi S'e cc’jres (pri^tv AiroAAoovios ra txvtxtx x<^^x (pxvvivxi )ca9' 0 
T>jr (pudtv xxrxi'ovo’xi xinroov (foxytri, xxi tx ovojxxtx ^bivxi, Kxi rx jxev 
^ixx 'Tr^oanyo^ivaxv^ (fe 7r?\.xv»Txs *PaSJ^o(po^oy?. Scho- 

lia Apollon. Argon. I.. 4. V. 261. 

* ' TTocj'Ta Ta wojULxrx rcov Qbojv AiyuTmf eAijAuSg es r/jy 

’EAAacTa. Herod. L. 2. c. 49 and 50. 

Tbtov cTe (©feuO AiyuTTTixxop) tt^cotov xptG/xoy t6 XXI ?\.oyto‘jxoy lu^eiy^ xxi 
yeoofxerptxy xxt xc^^oyofjLixv* Plato in Phsedro. v. 3. p. 274. 

‘Hxf Atx J^eiXivTxi nrtgi ^xqiv TroAii^xxi 0 Ai»TVi 7 re 7 rt(^eoTxi Gx€‘i\eva‘xi 
7JJ5 KoA%<Jo55 xxt 7015 ixu tbt’ ^7rtxfi>^ioy rayoiJLXj 3c t A. L. i. p. 77. 

tions, 



The Analysis of Ancient Mythology. 485 

tions, that iEetes once reigned in that country. He takes 
notice, that there were feveral memorials both of Jafon and 
Phrixus in Iberia, as well as in Colchis. In Armenia, too, 
and as far off as Media, and the neighbouring regions, there 
are, fays Strabo, temples fill funding, called Jafonea ; and all 
along the coaf about Sinope, upon the Pontus Euxinus j and 
at places in the Propontis, and the Hellefpont, as far down as 
Lemnos, the like traces are to be obferved, both of the expedi- 
tion undertaken by fafon, and of that, which was prior, by 
Phrixus, Tljere are likewife plain vefiges of Jafon in his 
retreat, as well as of the Colckians, who purfued him, in 
Crete, arid in Italy, and upon the coaf of the Adriatic. 
** ’They are particularly to be fecn about the Ceraunian moun- 
tains in Epirus: and upon the wefern coaf of Italy in the 
gulf of Pofeidonium, and in the ifands of Hetruria. In all 
thefe parts the Argonauts have apparently been. In ano-* 
ther place he again takes notice of the great number of 
temples crc£led to ’’ Jafon in the call: : which were held 
in high reverence by the barbarous nations. Diodorus Si-^ 
cuius alfo mentions many tokens of the ** Argonauts about 


Koli let loLfjoyeict TrohXoL^ri xxi ir.; A^fj.evixi xxi rm MufictSy y.xi ruyv TrAmio- 
^0d^0i)V OLUTQli TOTTOijy J'UKy'JTCCl. KoH ftnv KOil Tre^i Kat TUV laCJim TTXpct^ 

AlOeVi XCCl TUV n^OTTQVTtS CC, XXl \LXAmTrQVlOV xacrec TUV AnfXVjV 

TOTTCfjv Aeyerxi irohAa rexfXiiPicc tw5 Tct Jaciovos <T^xTUx<i^ xxi im tw? cf i 

loLG-QVQiy xai TMv siTiS'ioij^ccvT'jov mb Kpijjij'y xxi ms lioc^tzs xcti 

TB p- 77» 

iliixvviui yxP Tirx myAiX xxi ttsoi to, Kepxuvtx xxi 
xxi Tw nQa€i(S^ei}i'ixm xqA/tw xxt ixts irpit m; Tuppm’to^s y^iiQis ms imv A^yj- 

yxuiotjv 7rAarr}5 ayjixUx* Ibid. p. 39* 

Ibid. p. 798. 

L. 4* P* 259. 
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the ifland ^thalia, and in the Portus Argoiis in Hctrurla ; 
which latter had its name from the Argo. And he fays, 
many /peak of it as a certainty^ that the like memorials are to 
be found upon the Celtic coafl\ and at Gades in Iberia j and 
in divers other places. 

From thefe evidences fo very numerous, and collcded 
from parts of the world fo widely diftant, Strabo concludes 
that the hiftory of Jafon mull; neceflarily be authentic. He 
accordingly fpeaks of the Argo and Argonauts, and of their 
perils and peregrinations, as of fads univerfally allowed. 
Yet I am obliged to diflent from him upon his own princi- 
ples: for I think the evidence, to which he appeals, makes 
intirely againft his opinion. I muft repeat what upon a 
like occafion I have more than once faid, that if fuch a 
perfon as Jafon had exifted, he could never have performed 
what is attributed to him. The Grecians have taken 
an ancient hiftory to themfelves, to which they had no 
relation: and as the real purport of it was totally hid 
from them, they have by their colouring and new modelling 
what they did not underftand, run themfelves into a thou- 
fund abfurdities. The Argo is reprefented as the firft (hip 
built ; and the heroes are faid to have been in number ac- 
cording to Valerius Flaccus, fifty-one. The author of the 

}\cL’Tx Twi' A.^ycoof. Stfflbo. L» 5 * P* 34^* mentions near 

r^ftum tot:;- Agyovias^ laacyoi iJ'^v^uoc. L. 6. p. 386. Near 

CirCiCuin kMivov ocucy> Lycoph, v, 1274. Sec the Scholia : alfo Arif- 

totlc axHd^aioor. p. 728. and Taciti Annalcs. L. 6. c. 34. 

ai 1 fior TTfp TOv lexer oroc. (jufxQoevTeov^ ^cci rvv Apyeo^ xcti Tfc'K 

IfjLoAoy'^y-^vm 700 V tuxco. TToLtjiv X T A* Stfabo. L. I. p. 77 * 
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Orphic Argonautica makes them of the fame “ number 
In Apollonius Rhodius there occur but forty-four : and 
in Apollodorus they amount to the fame. Thefe au- 
thors give their names, and fubjoin an hiftory of each perfon ; 
and the highcft to which any writer makes them amount, 
is fifty and one. How is it poffible for fo ftnall a band 
of men to have atchieved, what they are fuppofed to have 
performed. For to omit the lleeplefs dragon, and the bulls 
breathing fire; how could they penetrate fo far inland, 
and raife fo many temples, and found fo many cities, as 
the Grecians have fuppofed them to have founded ? By 
what means could they arrive at the extreme parts of the 
earth ; or even to the fliores of the Adriatic, or the coaft 
of Hetruria ? When they landed at Colchis, they are re- 
prefented fo weak in refped; to the natives, as to be 
obliged to make ufe of art to obtain their purpofe. Hav- 
ing by the help of the King’s d.aughter, Medea, ftolen the 
golden fleece, they immediately fet fail. But being pur- 
fued by TEetes, and the Colchians, who took poflcflron of 
the pafs by the Bofporus, they were forced to feck out ano- 
ther paflage for their retreat. And it is worth while to 
obferve the different routs, whieh they are by writers fup- 
pofed to have taken : for their diftrefs was great ; as the 
mouth of the Thracian Bofporus was pofl'efled by iEctes > 

** He feems to fpeak of fifty and one. 

li^aorct TCCtoctt'Of^ ^ivact 

riivT^ijccvT iP^ToLitjiv. Argopauc# V. 29S; 

Theocritus ftiles the Argo 'T^ia.w.’taQjyn. Idyl. 13. V. 74, 

Natalis Comes makes the number of the Argonauts forty-nine : but in liis 
catalogue he mentions more, 

and 
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and their return that way precluded. The author of the 
Orphic Argonautics makes them pafs up the Phafls towards 
the Maeotis : and from thence upwards through the heart of 
Europe to the Cronian fea, or Baltic : and fo on to the 
Britifti feas, and the Atlantic ; and then by Gades, and the 
Mediterranean home. Timagetus made them proceed 
northward to the fame feas, but by the Ifter. According to 
Timaeus they went upwards to the fountains of the Tanais, 
through the Palus Maeotis : and from thence through Scy- 
thia, and Sarmatia, to the Cronian feas : and from thence 
by the Atlantic home. Scymnus Delius carried them by 
the fame rout. Hefiod, and Antimachus, condudl them by 
the fouthern ocean to Libya ; and from thence over land to 
the Mediterranean, Hecataeus Milefius fuppofed them to go 
up the Phafis, and then by turning fouth over the great con- 
tinent of Alia to get into the Indian ocean, and fo to the 
Nile in Egypt ; from whence they came regularly home. 
Valerius Flaccus copies Apollonius Rhodius, and makes 
them fail up the Ifter, and by an arm of that river to the 
Eridanus, and from thence to the ** Rhone : and after that 
to Libya, Crete, and other places. Pindar conducts them by 
the Indian ocean. 

EiT mzcLva TrsXdyBO'o'i fiiyxv 
UonuT 

Scholia in Apollon, L. 4. v. 259. 

»s Diodorus Sic. L, 4. p. 259. Natalis Comes. L. 6. p. 317. 

Scholia in Apollon, fupra. 

*7 Scholia. Ibid. 

** E)c /g ToOcr Pofjtro/* SaS'jv poor Apollon. Rhod. L. 4. V. 627. 

Pyth. Ode 4. p. 262. 


I 


Diodorus 
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Diodorus Siculus brings them back by the fame way, as 
they went out ; but herein, that he may make things plau> 
fible, he goes contrary to the whole tenor of hiftory. Nor 
can this be brought about without running into other dif- 
ficulties, equal to thofe, which he would avoid. For if the 
Argonauts were not in the feas fpoken of by the authors 
above; hov^ could they leave thofe repeated memorials, upon 
which Strabo builds fo much, and of wliioli mention is 
made by Diodorus ? The latter writer fuppofes Hercules to 
have attended his comrades throughout : which is con- 
tradidlory to moft accounts of this expedition. He jnorc- 
over tells us, that the Argonauts upon their return landed 
at Troa^ ; where Hercules made a demand upon Lao- 
medon of Ibme horles, which that king had promifed him. 
Upon a refufal, the Argonauts attack the Trojans, and take 
their city. Here wc find the crew of a little bilander in 
one day perform what Agamemnon with a thoufand Ihips 
and fifty thoufand men could not effedt in ten years. Yet 

Hercules lived but one generation before the Trojan war: 
and the event of the firft capture was fo recent, that An- 
chifes was fuppofed to have been witnefs to it : all which is 
very ftrangc. For how can we believe, that fuch a change 
could have been brought about in fo inconfidcrablc a fpace, 

4 » 

3 ^^ L. 4. p. 259. 

3 * ‘O/ EAA/itb *H^ctxAe3t yeie'jhcci yepea TrfoTe^ov rxyT^oHy,'j.p'. Diodor. 
L. I. p. 21. Homer gives Hercules fix Ihips, when he takes Troy. 1 :^ urs ayy 
lueai. Iliad. B. v. 642. 

** Anchifes is made to fay 

Satis una fuperque 

Vidimus excidia, ct captac fuperavimus urbi. Virg. TEncid. L. 2. v. 642.' 

VoL. II. R either 
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either in refped to the ftate of Troy, or the polity of 
Greece ? 

After many adventures, and long Wandering in different 
parts, the Argonauts are fuppofed to have returned to lol- 
cus : and the whole is faid to have been performed in ” four 
months ; or as fome deferibe it, in two. The^Argo upon 
this was confecrated to Neptune ; and a delineation of it in- 
ferted among the afterifms of the. heavens. But is it pofli- 
ble for fifty perfons, or ten times fifty, to have performed 
fuch mighty operations in this term j or indeed at any rate 
to have performed them? They are faid to have built tem- 
ples, founded cities, artd to have palfed over vaft continents, 
and through feas unknown ; and all this in an open ” boat, 
which they dragged over mountains, and often carried for 
leagues upon their fhoulders. 

If there were any twith in this hiftory, as applied by the 
Grecians, there fhould be found fome confiftency in their 
writers. But there is fcarcc a circumftance, in which they 
arc agreed. Let us only obferve the contradiftory accounts 
given of Hercules. According to Herodotus he was left 
behind at their firft fetting out. Others fay, he was left 011 
fliore upon the coaft of Bithynia. Demaretes and Diodorus 
maintain that he went to Colchis ; and Dionyfius Milefius 

** Tor TravTx er TSO'O’ctpo’i fJLYtcrs TfAf/wcarTff. Apollodorus. L* l. p. 55 * 
Ter Trxv'Tct '^Aevv €v fxwtv ccw(tocvtbs» Scholia in Lycoph# V. 175* 

The Argo was ftikd Apyasop (TTcotifos by Diodorus ; and the Scholiaft upon 
Pindar : aUb by Euripides. It 'is alfo called Apycoov ccKXToy, Orphic Argo-^ 
oaut. V. 1261. and V. 489, T<(pu$ l%vrco§ axaTow. 

Herodotus. L. 7. c. 193. 

Apollonius Rhodius. L. i.v. 1285. Thcocrit, Idyll, 13, 

Apollodorus. L .1. p. 45. Diodq||||||^^ 4. p. 25 u 


made 
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ma.de him the captain in the » expedition. In refpea to the 
firft fettmg out of the Argo, moft make it pafs nortinvard 
to Lemnos and the Hellefpont : but Herodotus fays, tliat 
Ja on failed firft towards Delphi, and was carried to the 
oyrtic fea of Libya ; and then purfued his voyage to the 
Euxine. The a^ra of the expedition cannot be fettled with- 
out running into marty difficulties, from the genealogy and 
ages of the perfons Ipoken of. Some make the event 

ninety years, Ibme ** leventy-nine, others only forty years 
before the ara of Troy. The point, in which moft feem to 
be agreed, is, that the expedition was to Colchis : yet even 
this has been controverted. We find by. Strabo, that Scep- 
fius maintj^ined, that Metes lived far in the eaft upon the 
ocean, and that here w'as the country, to which Jafon was, 
fent by Pelias. And for proof of this he appealed to Mim- 
nermus, whofe authority Strabo docs not like ; yet it feems 
to be upon a par with that of other poets ; and all thefc 
traditions came originally from poets. Mimnernuis men- 
tions, that the rout of Jafon was towards the call, and to 
tile coaft of the ocean ; and he fpeaks of the city of iEetes 
as lying in a region, where was the chamber of the Sun, and 
the dawn of day, at the extremities of the caftern world, 

39 Apollodorus. L. i. p. 45. 

Herodotus. L. 4. c. 179, TiroXctCtiv ccre/iAoy KOLi 

AiCuyjv. T A. 

Eufeb. Chron, Verfio Lat. p. 93. 

Thrafyllus apud Clement. Alexand, Strom. L. i. p. 401. 

Petavius 79 years. Rationarii Temp. Pars Iccunda. p. 109. 

c9 TCfj ojxiccyio iroimai lyiv uKmiv Ty Ai>jry, Tr^oi recti olvociq^ 

€y,Toi (pucrivvTro ru neAia tqv lacrovac, Strabo. L. I. p. 8 o» 

Er Tw fic-pcfarw Tcr An;Ty gTAaTTfr. Strabo. L. l.p. 77. 

3^2 Anjrao 
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** AiriTcto ttoKip, roQi 7 meog HsXioio 
AKTivsg Ksiarcii sv ^aAa|u,w 

Qksxvh TTflc^a xsiKsiy h’ w/ce^o &sioi Iijiroov. 

How can we after this truft to writers upon this fubjed, who 
boaft of a great exploit being performed, but know not whe- 
ther it was at Colchis, or the Ganges, They could not tell 
fatisfadorily who built the Argo. Some fuppofed it to have 
been made by Argus : others by Minerva. Poflis of Mag- 
neda mentioned Glaucus, as the architeft: by Ptolemy 
Hephasftion he is faid to have been Hercules, They were 
equally uncertain about the place, where it was built. Some 
faid, that it was at Pagafae; others at Magnefia ; others 
again at Argos. Ev A^ysi svccvTTYiyYi^ri^ ug <pri(n}> 'Hy>i(ray- 
^^og 0 In (hort the whole detail is fi.' ’tli 

inconfiftences ; and this muft ever be the cafe, when a peo- 
ple adopt a hiftory, which they do not underftand, and to 
which they have no pretenlions. 

I have taken notice, that the mythology, as well as the 
rites of Greece, was borrowed from Egypt : and that it was 
founded upon ancient hiftories, which had been tranfmitted 
in hieroglyphical reprefentations. Thefe by length Oi ic 
became obfeure j and the flgn was taken for the realit) , 
and accordingly explained. Hence arofe the fable about 
the bull of Europa, the fifli of Venus, and Atargatis, the 
horfe of Neptune, the ram of. Helle, and the like. In. all 

V Strabo. L. i. p. 8o. 

Athenteus, L. 7. c, 12. p. 296. 

Apud Photium. p. 475. 

♦,! Scholia in Lycoph. V. 8831' 
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thefe is the (time hiUory untler a different allegory, and em^ 
blem. 1 have moreov er -taken notice of the wanderings of 
Rhea, of Ifis, ol Ali iite, of Iona : and laftly of Damater: 
in which iables is figured the feparation of mankind by their 
families, and their journeying to their places of allotment. 
At the fan.e time the difperlion of one particular race of 
men, and their flight over the face of the earth, is princi- 
pally deferibed. Of this family were the perfons, who pre- 
leivcd the chief memorials of the ark in the Gentile world. 


Thev looked upon it as the nurfc of Dionufus, and repre- 
fented it under dift'erent emblems. They called it Deme- 
ter, Pyrrh r, Selene, Meen, Argo, Argus, Areas, and Archa^ 
ius (^A^’^aioc), And although the laft term, as the hiftory 
is of the higheft antiquity, might be applicable to any part 
of it in the common acceptation ; yet it will be found to 
be induflrioufly introduced, and to have a more imme- 
diate reference. That it was ufed for a title is plain from 
Stephanus Byzantinus, when he mentions the city Archa 
near mount Libanus. A^^i], TToAif ^oiviUTti' To b^vuov A^- 
')(cnog. Upon one of the plates backwards is a reprefenta- 
tion from Paruta of the Sicilian Tauro-Mcn with an in- 
feription ^‘'AA APKAIOS, Al Arkaios. Tliis is remark- 
able j for it fignifies literally Deus Arkitis : and the term 
above is of the fame purport, an Archite. The 


It is found continually annexed to the hiftory of Pyrrha, Pelias, Aimonia, 

and the concomitant circumftances of the Ark, and Deluge. 

'OSiHyv-ioi Ur, -^v Schol. in Lycoph. v. 1206. 


riupp^j 

KawTrAfs*; [0 Af>cro(OTi/‘) ctiroyoi'H tw 


1 Lafiiiif 


L. I- V. «37- 

Parutae Sicilia. P. 104 . 


Grecians,. 
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Grecians, as I have faid, by taking the ftory of the Argo 
to themfelves, have plunged into numberlcfs difficulties. 
What can be more ridiculous than to fee the firft conflrudted 
ffiip purfued by a navy, which was prior to it ? But we 
are told, to palliate this abfurdity, that the Argo was the 
firft long Ihip. If we were to allow this interpretation, 
it would run us into another difficulty : for Danaus, many 
generations before, was faid to have come to Argos in a 
long fhip : and Minos had a fleet of long fliips, with which 
he held the fovereignty of the feas. Of what did the fleet 
of ^etes conflft, with which he purfued the Argonauts, 
but of long fhips : otherwife how could he have been fup- 
pofed to have got before them at the Bofporus, or over- 
taken them in the Ifter ? Diodorus indeed omits this part 
of the hiftory, as he does many other of tlie principal 
circumftances, in order to render the whole more conflftent. 
But at this rate we may make any thing of any thing. Wc 
fliould form a refolution, when wc are to relate an an- 
cient hiftory, to give it fairly, as it is tranfmitted to us ; and 
not try to adapt it to our own notions, and alter it witliout 
authority. 

In the account of the Argo we have undeniably the 
hiftory of a facred fliip, the firft which was ever con- 
ftruded. This truth the beft writers among the Grecians 
confefs ; though the merit of the performance they would 
fain take to themfelves. Yet after all their prejudices they 

“Longa nave Jafoneni primum navigafle Philoftcphaniis Auitorefl. Plin. 
L. 7. c. 56. Herodotus mentions the Argonauts xaTaTrAwo-at rai ynt a 

Aiclv, L. I. C. 2. 

** ^c(,YO(.Qv TToctoiQv {fAccrcav vcLUl) KccTocay,wccQ-cct. Scholift ill Apollon. L. I. V. 4. 

continually 
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continually betray the truth, and (hew, that the hiflory was 
erived to them from Egypt. Accordingly Eratorthencs 
tells us that the ajlerifm of the Argo in the heavens was 
there placed by divine wifdom : for the Argo was the firjl 
pp that was ever built : y.ai STSzrovrX it was more- 

ever built m the mofl early times, or at the very beginning j 
and was an oracular veJfeL It was the firf pp ttaf 
ventured upon the feas, which before had never been 
paffed: and it was placed in the heavens as a ftgn, and 
emblem for thofe, who were to come after. Conformably to 
this Plutarch informs us, ” confcllation, which 

the Greeks called the Argo, was a reprefentation of the 
facred ffp of Of ns : and that it was out oj reverence placed 
in the heavens. I have fpoken at large both of Ofiris, and his 
lacred fhip : and we know to what it alludes, and that it 
was efteemed the firfl: iliip 5+ conftnidcd. It was no other 
than the Ark, called by the Greeks Argus, and Areas, and 
reprefented above as o lienee 

the Greeians, though ibmc few would reprefent the Argo 
as only the firft long fliip ; yet in general fpeak of it, as 
the firll fhip which was framed. And although their 
account of it is attended w'ith numberlefs inconflftcn- 
ces, yet they rcligioufly abide by^ the truth. Eratofthencs 


. ** A^yco-^ av'Tt^S'LOL T»r A%t'<xv eu tch UFIlTH yetp ai/Tn rabs 

xcc’Tsax.evctadtij xoci iTiyjrov’nW (po^meacroc Se 7rfW7>? to Tre/ xyA 

cT/e/Ag aQccToy ov' Iv* ip rot^ € 7 riyiyfousrQii z^jxpx^eiyfjLcc Eratofthencs 

in xaraq-epiajuLa ApyoD. 35. 

TrActQv, 0 xaAhio.i' Aoyoj^ ru'y T/u'd y.a- 

^i}q“epi(r/jLSi'ov. Ifis et Ofiris. V. i. p. 359. ^ 

e avir, i iCc Tyiu A^J};i>xyy oTt 7rpoQT>l ixvi 'oO'Xp clut))?, 

Theon in Aratum dc Argo nive, 

above, . 
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above, to prevent all mifinterpretatlon, explains his meaning 
by faying, Tl^e Argo was the firji Jhip that divided the waters 
of the feay which before had never been penetrated : “ n^wTJ] 
TTsKoLyoi ^iSikSy aJoOLTOv ov. Hence alfo Catullus keeps to 
this ancient tradition, though he is guilty of great inconfift- 
ency in fpeaking of fhips, which were ftill prior. He fays 
of the Argo, 

Ilia rudem curfu prima imbuit Amphitriten, 
Commentators have endeavoured to explain away the mean- 
ing of this paflage : and have gone fo far as to alter the 
terms prima imbuit to prora imbuit, that the author may not 
contradid himfclf. But they fpoil the rythm, and render 
the paffage fcarce fenfe. And after all, the fame difficulty 
occurs repeatedly in other writers. There was certainly a 
conftant tradition that the Argo was the ffift ffiipj and tliat 
it was originally framed by divine wifdom. The author of 
the Orphic Argonautics reprefents it in this light ; and fays, 
that Juno gave a commiffion to Minerva to build it out of 
her regard to Jafon. 

Kaj pet xaAg(rcra|asi/»j stsstsXXsto T^mysmi^y 
Ka< 01 <priymr\v IIPQTON ts'^vyio’citq vrix, 

'H mi VTC siMrivoig s^erpLoig ^sv&ri 

I1PI2TH vzs^BTCS^Yfi’s, r^i^ag t j-rym 

55 Afterifin 35. * 

Epithalam. Pelei ct Thetidos. V, ii. 

57 Orphic Argonautica. V. 66 . This writer a£ts with the fame inconfftency 
as Catullus; for after having reprefented the Argo as the firftfliip, he men- 
tions the Pheaci^s, as a people prior to it, and very expert in navigation. 

sij-effois, xai aAf-arAa^Toio TTsfieDK. V. 1292. Healfofpeaks ofN»o<rii' 
K;rCi“sO'(a<s AmTixot V. 1298. 
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The like is faid by Thcon upon Aratus, KoLTn^s^tr^n Js 
ctVTr\ (ha rr^v A&rivxVy oti vxvg jra^ xvTrig» 

It was ‘placed in the heavens by Minerva y as a memorial y 
that the firji Jloip was devifed by her. All the Latin Poets 
have clofely copied this tradition. Lucan fpeaks of navigor- 
tion commencing from the cera of the Argo. 

” Inde laceflitum primum mare, cum rudis Argo 
Mifeuit ignotas temerato littorc gentes. 

This, according to Manilius, was the rcafon of its being in- 
ferted in the fphere. 

In Cceluin fubdueSa, marl quod prima cucurrit. 

All the other poets are uniformly of this opinion ; and t!:cy 
fpeak tlfc fenfe of the beft mythologifts, who preceded, 

5 ^ Theon in Aratum, 

The Argo is termed eoyoy AQufccdj; IroonSo;, Apollonius. L. i. v. 551. The 
fame is to be found in Apollodorus. yret- 

*TYiKOVTZpOV VCLVV XOCTifTKiVCtCT^j 'TViV Oi'TO '/ *< U.’} CfM'KiVOLflGtVTO^ 

Apyo\ L. I. p. 42. 

Lucan. Pharfal. L. 3. v. 193. 

Manilii Aftron. L. i. v. 403. 

Prima Dcum magnis canimus freta pervia nautis, 

I^'atidicamque ratem. Valerius Placcus. L. i. v. i. 

Ma;c fuit ignoti prima carina maris. Martial. L, 7. Fpig. 19. 

Ahquor Jalbnio pulfaLum remige primum. Ovid, dc Ponto. I.. 3. 
lipift. I. V. I. 

Primaeque ratis molitor Jafon. Ovid. Metam. I.. 8. v, 302. 

Per non tentatas prima cucurrit aquas. Ovid. Trill. L. 3. Elcg. 9. v. 8. 
Prima malas docuit mirantibus ?equora ventis 

Peliacopinus vcrtice cx(d vias. Ovid. Amorum. L. 2. Elcg. ii. v. i. 
Vcllcra cum Minyae nitido radiantia villo 

Per marc non notum prima petierc carina. Metamorph. L. 6. v. 721. 

Prima fretum fcandens Pagafeo littore pinus 

Terrenum ignotas hominem projecit in undas. Lucan. L. 6. v. 400. See 
alfo Scholia upon Euripides. Medea, v. i, 

VoL, II. 3 S Hyginus, 
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Hyginus, who made it his foie purpofe to colled the various 
traditions of the mythic ages, concludes his account of the 
Argo in thefe words : Hasc eft navis Argo, quam Minerva 
in fideralem circulum rctulit ob hoc, quod ab fe eflet aedi- 
ficata, ac primum in pelagus deduda. 

From hence, I think, it is plain, that the hiftory of the 
Argo related to an ancient event, which the Egyptians com- 
mcmoiatcd with great reverence. The delineation in the 
fphere was intended as a lafting memorial of a wonderful 
deliverance : on which account one of the brighteft ftars in 
the fouthern hcmifpliere is reprefented upon the rudder of 
the fliip. The ftar by the Egyptians was called Canobus ; 
which was one of the titles of their chief Deity ; wjio under 
this denomination was looked upon as the particular God of 
mariners. There was a city of this name upon the moft wef- 
tern branch of the Nile, much frequented by failors : and 
there was alfo a temple called by Stephanus, 'le^ov 
Karw^a, the temple of Canobus Neptunius, the gnat God of 
mariners. Over againft it was a fmall iftand named Argaeus. 
** Eg'i h TO) KarwSw ptiCog AgyaLia. Argaius, 

Archaius, and Argoiis, all relate to the fame hiftory. The 
temple at Canobus feems to have been a ftately edifice j and 
to have had a facred inclofure, as we may infer from Diony~ 
fius. 

"’Hyginus. Fab. 14. p 55. 

f^^vroi Tw e^pciovTo M eixTropiM, Strabo# L# 17. 

P‘ U53- 

Steph. Byz^ant. 
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Kcti Tsfxsm Trs^iTTVg-ov AfjLvx^^mio Koctw/iy. 

The ftar of this Deity was put upon the rudder of the Argo, 
to fheWj that Providence vvas its guide. It is mentioned by 
Vitruvius ; who calls it Canopus, and fays, that it was too 
low to be feen in Italy. “ Stella Canopi, qute his legionibus 
eft ignota. It was alfo fcarce high enough to be fccii in 
any part of Greece. Eudoxus is faid to have juft difccrncd 
it from an eminence near Cnidus. But there is fcarce a 
place in Europe of a latitude fo far fouth as Cnidus : in 
all the celebrated places in Greece it was utterly invifible. 
This alone would prove, that the fphcrc could not be the 
work of a Grecian ; and that this aftcrifni could have no 
relation t® that country. The ftar Canobus, as I have 
fhewn, was denominated from an Egyptian Deify; and 
placed in the fphere with a particular defign, and attcmlcd 
with a very interefting hiftory ; but both the ftar itfclf, and 
the hiftory, to which it related, was in great men fin e a fe- 
cret to the Greeks, Not a word is faid of it in their an- 
cient accounts of the '^9 Argo. 

I ItpiK') ) Cii- V. 13. O cV luj zr)]^(xA.(>J Afjr'- yt 'xci Aa/j 
Proclus dc Sphxri. 

\’itiuvius. L. 9. i:. 7. 

Stfiibo. L. 2, ibo, (/.(f a fJty Tci-J rr 7 riAA^f/yuj aAifJixut 

Scholia Dionyf. v. jo* 

It could fcarccly be feen at Rhodes, which was nearly liie fame latitude as 
Cnidus, Cure.? juet ' (0 ) t'r vfune/ c$)9 c((^ 

o 4 jtAaM' T^TTOji'cpxir^, Pfocius de Sphrcil See Scholia in Dionyf. Ticty>ym. v. 1 1. 

Canopus, and Canobus, was the fame as the (iod Lfoius, ur Aforus, who 
was worfliiped in Piilcflinc and S)fiai and was luppofed to have been ihc 
founder ofCarthcge. He is reprefented by Hefyehius, as the pilot of the 
Argo. A^yb^, Artemis was filled lacr^fx. Paufan. L. 2* 

p. 240. and 274. Aforuf, and Azorus, was the fame as the Hazor of the 
Scriptures, 

3 S2 
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The caufc of all themillakes in this curious piece of my- 
thology arofe from hence. The Arkites, who came into 
Greece, fettled in many parts, but efpecially in Argolis and 
Thcfialia ; where they introduced their rites, and worlhip. 
In the former of thefe regions they were commemorated 
under a notion of the arrival of Da-Naus, or Danaus. It is 
fuppofed to have been a perfon, who fled from his brother 
iEgyptus, and came over in a lacred Ibip given him by Mi- 
nerva. This (hip, like the Argo, is faid to have been the 
firft fliip conflru£ted ; and he was afllfted in the building of 
it by the fame Deity, Divine wifdom. ’TTTodBfJiSVYii Adrimg 
aww (Aaj/aoi j veevv Tr^mog >icire(rKSVCi(rs. Both hiftories re- 
late to the fame event. Danaus upon his arrival built a tem- 
ple called Argus, to Iona, or Juno j of which he made 
his daughters prieflefles. The people of the place had 
an obfeure tradition ol a deluge, in which moft perifhed ; 
fome few only efcaping. The principal of thefe was Deu- 
calion, who took refuge in the Acropolis, or temple. Thefe 
who fettled in Thcflaly, carried with them the fame memo- 
rials concerning Deucalion, and his deliverance ; which 
they appropriated to their own country. They muft have 
had traditions of this great event ftrongly imprefled upon 
their minds j as every place, to which they gave name, had 
fome reference to that hiftory. In procefs of time thefe 

Apollodoius. L. 2. p. 63, Sec alfo Scholia in Apollon. Argonaut. 
L. 1. V. 4. 

■” N.italis Comes. L. 8. c. 37. p. 466. 

■* Strabo. L. 9. p. 660 and 677. 

' 0 ( ccTO Att/xaAwi'iS TO T-eras f;^ 03 'Tej sCao-iAfwr ©eo-aoAicts. Schol. in Apol- 
lon. L. 4. V. 266. 

impreflions 
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impreffions grew more and more faint; and their emble- 
matical worfhip became very obfeure, and unintelligible. 
Hence they at laft confined the hiflovy of this event to their 
own country ; and the Argo was fuppofed to have been 
built, where it was originally enfiirincd. As it was leve- 
renced under the fymbol of the Moon, called Man, and 
Mon ; the people from this circumfiancc named their coun- 
Ai-Mona, in aftertimes rendered Aimonia. And wc. 
are informed by the Scholiaft upon Apollonius, that it 
had of old many other names ; fuch as Pyrrhodia, whicJi it 
received in memory of Pyrrha the wife of Deucalion.. 
The hiftory given of the region, by the ancient poet Rhia- 
nus, is.vcry curious, and flicws plainly the original of this 
Arkite colony. 

” n^ppav J'/) TTOTS TYIV ys TTOLhOLlOrS^Oi KctMstrxov 

IlvffOig AsvzaXmog ccz APXAIA2 
'AifjLonriV J'’ s^oLVTtg ct<p 'Aijacrof, ov pa UsM<ryog 
Fsivccto <p£^r£^ov viov, 0 ^'av rexs Q£(T(raKov AifjLuv, 
Tad" aTTO QetrToi^iriV Kccoi xxTSfrifxi^ano. 

In this country were the cities Arne, Larifia, Argos, Thcba, 
and Magnefia; all denominated from the fame woilhip. 

Strabo. L. 9. p. 677. Schol. Apollonii. L. 3. v. 1087. 

’’‘♦ She was the wife of that Deucalion^ 

TTCOJTC^ TTOlHOe TToArif, }C<Xl i^Ufj.aTO 

'i ’ ‘ 

AGcciccToiSy 7 r^ooT 09 cT e xat ct^bpioTroov CcctriAr'^sv. 

Apollonius Rhod. L. 3. v. 1087. 

Scholia Apollon, fiipra. 

7 ^ The country ‘Ai/y&r.a is in like manner ftilcd Ap;^ccix by 
in fpcaking of the Argonauts. 

a?r’ Anncco KTTAIOT 

APXAIAN A Sec Strabo. L. j. p. ySi 

6 


Here 
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Here was IIjiA/aifwj' axpOF, the promontory of the Doves ; 
and the fea port lolcus, of the fame purport as Argos and 
I heba. It was one of the mod ancient cities of Theffaly, in 
which the Argo was fuppofed to have been laid up : and 
the name fliews the true hiftory of the place. It was de- 
nominated from the Ark, ftiled '07\Ka,g ; which was one of 
the Grecian names for a large ark or float. lolcus was 
originally exprefl'ed laolcQs, which is a variation of Aia- 
Olcas, the place of the Ark. Medea in Apollonius makes 
ufe of the true name, when fhe fpeaks of being wafted to 
Greece. 

avTTiV [xe TOLysm ttovtoio <ps^om 
Er^gv IoloTsxov ai/ct^TroL^ctcui usXKa.1. 

Pagafae in the feminine is the fame as Pegafus : and received 
its name from a well known emblem, the horfe of Pofei- 
don ; by which we are to underfland an aik, or fliip. 
” 'iTTTnig 6 Troirfr-rig rag vavg sirs, mi i/)fX£ig rov Ilorsi- 
'Imov naAi^fxsv . mi ov syei Koyov ewi yr,; hirog, rov 
avrov sv ^aAao^erp vavg. By horjes, fays Artemidorus, the poets 
meafi P-'ips ; and heiice it iSj that Pofeidon is Piled Hippius, 
For there is n priEi analogy between the poetical horje on land^ 
atid a real p.dp in the fea. Hence it came, that Pegafus 
was eftcemed the horfe of Pofeidon, and olfen termed 
Xxvpiog j a name, which relates to a (hip, and fhews the 

AuTixct S ve^iTi onct 

At^b'rc’, rjwA/aJ'cX'i /f Apollon. L. I. V. 580* 

Apollon, Khod. L. 3. v, iiio. Homer allj (tiles ic liv^u^op^i lacAxo;. 
Odyir. A. V. 255. 

79 Artemidorus. L. 1. c. 58. 

OyctJLx yiv rp TT Pal^lidtus# 
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purport of the emblem. The ark, we know, was prelerv’cd 
by divine providence from the fea, which would have over- 
whelmed it : and as it was often reprefented under this fymbol 
of a horfe, it gave rife to the fable of the two chief Deities 
contending about horfes. 

£2$ TOTS 01 a.sP'j^.oTo^M vttb^ 'Ittzui/ 

Z£V$. xai Troniog 

It was upon this account that the cities named Argos, h.id 
the title of ‘I^r^noi xoti 'lT5ro|3oToi, Ilippii and Hippobota:. 

I have mentioned that the Arkite vvorlhip was introducal 
into Italy by people ftiled Arcades, and Arg:ei : and here 
was an *' Argos Hippium in the region of Daunia. I ima- 
gine, that none of thefe appellations related to the animal, 
an horfe ; but to an emblem, under which in tliofc places 
the ark was ** reverenced. Daunia itfclf is a compound of 
Da-Ionia, and fignifies the land of the Dove. In Thef- 
faly every place feems to have had a reference to this liiftory,. 
Two of the chief mountains were Pclion, and Ofia ; one of 

80 Orph Argonaut. V. 1275. 

8* Ta -iripiAamivi v.ou to Koyoi to 'lyrncr. Strabo. L. 5. p- 32^. See alfo 
L. 8. p. 568. Apyof — lao-or, >1 ‘Jttio)', n'l-r TcCoTor. 

8 * There is no fatisfadory hiftory, that any of thtfe places were re.illy famous 
for horfes : and though the poet fays Aptuin dicet cquis Argos ; yet I iiavc realon 
to think, that the notion arofe from a miftatc in terms. 1 im.igmc, that the 
term was originally differently expreffed ; and that it f.omfied, I lippo- 

B 4 t, or the temple of the Ark. It w.as fometimes reprefented by a Cttus ; 
and Nonnus under the charafter of Perfeus deferibes foine Perezites, who IctiiAl 
in Daunia, founding a temple under this emblem. 

va'P rV-57fpcr v.\iy.xyctir,i 

K» 7 cf cAor, TSipiySTp'^v oV.oe 7r£T»ap<raTo Ufpam. Nonni Dionyf. L. 47- 
p, 1222. Hence wc may fee that there is a correfpondcncc in ailtlnk hilU n.,-. 

wliiUi 
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which fignifies the mountain of the Dove, and the other of 
the Oracle. Near Pagafae and laolcus was a promontory 
named Pyrrha; and near it two iflands, named the iflands 
of ** Pyrrha and Deucalion. Thefe circumftances contain 
no internal evidence of the Grecian Argonautic hiftory j but 
afiord wonderful evidence of the Arkites, and their rites, 
which were introduced in all thefe places. The Grecians 
took the hiftory to themfelves ; and in confequence of this 
aflumption, wherever they heard, that any people under the 
title of Arcades or Argjei fettled, they fuppofed that their 
Argo had been. Hence they made it pafs not only through 
the moft diftanc fcas, but over hills, and mountains, and 
through the midft of both Europe and Afta : thefe being 
no difficulty, that could ftop it. They fent their heroes to 
Colchis, merely bccaufe fome of their family had fettled 
there. They made them viftt Troas and Phrygia, where 
was both a city Theba, and Lariflh, ftmilar to thofe in their 
own country. Some Arcades had fettled here ; who were 
fuppofed to have been led by Dardanus, the brother of 
Jafion. Virgil, I know not why, would make him come 
from Italy : but Dionyfius Halicarnaflenfts, a better my- 
thologift, flilcshim Areas ; by which we are to underftand an 
Arkite : and fays, that after a deluge he came with his ne- 
phew Corybas from Arcadia to Samothrace ; and from 

Oaacc, Sfia kAji/wj iciu (fxuij. Scholia in Iliad. B. v. 93. 

He ri- odcrccj 

Hr Ti? jfny, Apollon. Argon. L. 3. v. iiio. 

^ '\' rf 0 Stii eiTo. uKp.'t Fhppccy K'Xi iwi/va irAwioVi (av 

'TO U'T 1 lifpcc. %0 t iW 3C«Ag<Tai. Strabo. L, 9. 665. 

L. I. p. ^8. 
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thence to Phrygia. There were innumerable colonies of 
Arkites, who went abroad, and made various fettlements : 
but the Grecians have afcribed the whole to the Arcades, 
Argaei, and Argonautas of their own country. Yet after all 
their prejudices they afford many curious traditions ; fo 
that from the collateral hiftory we may always perceive who 
thefe Argives and Argonauts were. Hermione, one of the 
moft ancient cities in Greece, was faid to have been built 
by Argives. The true name was Hcrrn-Ione, a compound 
of two Egyptian titles ; and by them was denoted a city 
facred to the Arkite Dove. Samos was particularly dedi- 
cated to Juno; and we are told, that fomc Argonauts came 
hither, atvd brought the image of the Goddefs from Argos; 
for the reception of which they built the chief temple in the 
illand. But upon inquiry we fliall find, that thefe Argonauts 
were no other than the ancient Macarians. The Grecians de- 
feribe them in the fingular by ilic name of Macarcus ; 
whom they fuppofe to have come to Samos, Lcibos, and 
other Afiatic iflands after the deluge ; and to have raifed 
temples to the Gods; and renewed the religious rites, 
which had been omitted, while thofe iflands lay defolatc. 
There was a remarkable mountain in Samos, named Cer- 
cctus ; undoubtedly from fome building facred to the Cc- 
tus, the fame as Atargatus, and Dagon. 1 arfus, a city of 

Etetv, 01 ((a.(Ti ths tv tji Af>c« ■7r?.tov7ai, xTruytafjai Si autas t# 

Aoyw, Paufanias. L. 7’ P' 53®* 

87 Diodorus Sic. L. 5. p. 347- T>iy xynTn^av luv ymm Six tok (taraxAi-s-- 

fjLov fjLtyxhxi Ktxi Sitvcct v.x'ixaxtiy xivyiaf. 

*« Aia rat tip^x^ixtyiuv rcav xa^iruv. Ibid. 

*9 Strabo. L. 10. p. 747 - Prefers" St xxt ro tv avrrio^oi Kt^ytrtw. 

Dercetus is called Ccrcctus by Ampelius, c. 9 . Sec Hyginus notes, p. 343- 

Vou II. 3 T «'« 
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the higlicfl; antiquity, was founded by the firft Idnim in 
Syria. This too was faid to have been built by people 
from Argos. The city Gaza in. Paleftine was named 

both Iona, and Minoa : the latter of which names it was 
faid to have recciv’ed from Ion of Argos. I have taken 
particular notice of the city Cibotus in Lydia ; which was 
apparently denominated from the Ark, and retained many 
memorials of the Deluge. This was faid to have been 
built by one of the daughters of Danaus ; confequently by 
the people of Argos. If we look into the hiftory of Danae, 
and her fon Perfeus, the like circumftances will be ob- 
Icrvable. After they had been expofed in an ark, they are 
faid to have come to Argos. From thence they paffed into 
Italy ; where fome of their company fettled upon the Por- 
tus Lunus, and Portus Argoiis : others founded the cities 
Larina, Ardea, and Argos Hippium in Daunia. All which 
was fuppofed to have been performed by Argonauts and 
Argives. Even Memphis in Egypt is fuppofed to have 
had the fame origin. This too, if we may believe the Gre- 
cians, was built by Argives. But by this was certainly meant 
Arkites : for Argos itfclf in the Peloponnefus could not have 
fupplied perfons to have effeded, what was fuppofed to 

TajaoCjgtpi iT’ otTToiJeos Stcph. Byzant. 

KxA>; 0 « J g xai ey, tjis Steph. Byzant. 

Strabo. L. 12. p. 868. Lindus, Jalyfus, and Camirus, in Rhodes, were faid 
to have been named from fome of the daughters of Danaus. Strabo. L. 14. 
p. 966. The temple at Lindus Aavai’Jw Ibid. p. 967. 

^ Ou Aoci'ocvi' XoLyiv oiyov OAu/47rior5 vy^oiro^^ 

AoiD\ ccyos gi'tT ov euaoc Aioi vocvriAAocro vvfj^(pii 
Nonnus. L. 25. p. 648, v. 12. 

Eufeb. Chron. p. 27. 29. 
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have been done. There were fome lonim, who fettled 
upon the Orontes; where they built the city Idna, called 
afterwards Antiochea. Thefe alfo were termed Argives by 
die Greeks, and were fuppofed to have come from Argos. 

edrenus accordingly ftiles them rag ax A^yag loovirxg 
the Ionites from Argou It is alfo faid by another writer’ 
that Perfeus being informed that there were lonitje in Syria, 
who were by nation Argives, made them a vifit, and built 
for them a temple. He did the fime in Perils ; and in 
both regions inftituted Puratheia : and the name, which lie 
gave to each of thefe edifices, was the temple of the cver- 
lafting fire. Thefe temples however were not built by 
Perfeus ; but ereded to his honour. For I have fliewn, that 
Perfeus was a Deity, the fimc as Helius, and Ofiris’: and 
he was worfhiped in thefe places by the lonim, who were 
Arkites. The accounts therefore, which have been given 
above, may be all admitted as true, ifinficad of Perfeus we 
fubftitute Perefians, and Perezzites ; and inflead of natives of 
Argos we read Argoi, and Arkitae, or as it is fometimes ren- 
dered, Architce. People of thcle denominations did fettle in 
Paleftinc ; and occupied a great part of Syria. From 
thence they came to Greece and Italy : though the Gre- 

P, 22. lliTa TO utt ■>.>, I^}\l I Ai'. 

Ajq OiTiiBS ex?v'ifiri 7 ciy Traja TC/G aVT jii IcoiiTxi t ri i:.;'. Chron. Paf- 

cliale. p. 42. 

O [ leprTiv^^—^y.oi(}cjov In ev t^^ txy^a-iv ex m A Pi OTA fONIPAf, 

7 i?.b£i' iTTi rni ^voiav . — O e lUfGfv; ixiice roif lyyjoAiTccn (It llioultl be 
l&roTToAnacii) lepovy >: r A. Chron. Pafeh. p. 40. 

So the title was exprefied in Syria. The Goddcls upon mount Libanus 
was {tiled Venus Archicis. Macrob. Sat. L. i. c. 21, 

3 T 2 
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clans have revcrfed the hiftory ; and would perfuade us, 
tliat they proceeded from Hellas, and more particularly from 

Argos. The ultimate, to which we can apply, is Egypt. 
'Fo this country we muft look up for the original of this 
much miflakcn people, the lonim, Arkitte, and Argonauts. 
Here was the mod ancient city Theba : and from hence 
we may obtain the bed accounts of thefe Colonies, which 
were diffufed fo widely. Apollonius Rhodius mentions, 
that the various peregrinations of the Argonauts were ap- 
pointed by an oracle : and fays, that it came from Theba in 
Egypt. 

’’ Eg'iV yct^ TcXoog aAAo?, 01/ AdoLvetroov 'h^risg 
oh ©rif^rig SKysycia(ri. 

This was the city, where the Arkite rites in Egypt were 
flrd indituted ; and from which all other cities called Theba 
feem to have had their name. It dood high upon the Nile ; 
and if any body diould afk, whence it was fo denominated, 
Nonnus can give a precife and determinate anfwer. 

' roT/w NsrAw 

©HBH2 APXEFONOIO (ps^o^vvijLog grAsro 0ijor]. 

Even among the Grecians the term Argivus was not of old confined to 
Argos. Aoyttoi, 6 i All the Grecians^ fays Hefyehius, are Argivi, 

Hence wc may perceive, that though it was fometimes limited to one diftrift, 
yet it was originally taken in a greater latitude. Acysid 9 J'e rb? 'liAAmas ot ttcc- 
/.ccni TTJtvTac^ ouccAco^ TT^Qo-yiyo^iuoy, Plutarch. Quasft. Romanae. p. 272. It is 
Liled continually in this acceptation by Homer. 

L. 4. V. 260. 

I fay in Egypt : for thefe rites came originally from Chaldea, being intro- 
duced by the Cuthite Shepherds. 

* Dionyf. L. 41. p. 1068, 
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The purport of which, I tliink, is plainly, that Thda upon 
the mojifouthern part oj the Nth, in the rcmtcjl region of 

Egypt, was butlt, and named, after the ark, which ww the 
true and original Theba, 

The chief title, by which the Argonauts were dirtin- 
guifhed, was that of Minya: ; the origin of which appella- 
tion has been matter of debate among mon; writers upon 
this fubjedl. The moft general account is, that there was 
a perfon named Minyas, a king of Orchomcnos in Theflaly : 
from whofe daughters the Argonauts were in great nicafure 
defeended. 

Visg jxsv A^tg'riCig Mivvug Tts^ivot.iZTa.O'^Tsg 
¥i,iKKY\<T/,()V [xuAa TTdvmg, szsi Miyvxo Qvyxr^'xv 
Oi TtMtg'oi, mi a^ig-oi xf diixxTog svyyTo'xno 
Ii.fxixsvx.1’ (cg Js xxi xvtov IriTovx ysivx,To g,T,Tr,o 
Nh'/tiixi^r], KKv[xsi/rig Miwrii^og SKysyxvix. 

I'hc Scholiaft upon Pindar fpeaks to the lame purpofe ; and 
fays, that the Miny® were x^’gjxiov ymg, an ancient race, 
and defeended from ’ Minyas of rhclllily. This Minyas 
was the fon of Callirrhoe, and Pofeidon : though Pau- 
fanias makes him the fon of * Chrufes ; and otlicr writers; 
vary Hill- more in their ^ opinions. Thefc genealogies 

* Apollon. L. I, V. 229^ 

® To Te 7cor Miivoof' ySros oL^^ctiov clto tu G^TTaAo. — I IAj?'Tr>;:^wjsi J' t 

5ca/ y^nov^ it Mt^uecTat Opy'OfjLevicou. O yct^ Mtvvos Ov;^'>//eKiwF. 

Schol. in Pindar. Olymp. Ode 13. p. 124. 

O^yy/xivop Mii'U’tou. Homer. Iliad. 13 . v. §it> Atto ur-f. Schol. ibltl. 

Aero 7id TJcdtiSeuvoi Ka?Aip^o/ 7 C. SchoL in Lycopli. V. 

^ T105 ytveTott XPT 2 H hJivutxSy vtai our oluth Mtpuxi, Paufin. L. 9. j). 783. 

* See Scholia upon Pindar. Pych. O Je 4. p, 240. Alfo Schol. Apollon* 

L. I, V. 230. Servius in Virg, Eclog. 4. v. 34, 
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are fidlitious, and inconfiftent : and confequently not at 
all fatisfadlory. The Argonauts are enumerated by many 
authors: and are defcribed as coming from places widely 
feparated : on which account there could not have fub- 
fifted between them the relation here fuppofed. They could 
not be fo generally defeended from a king of Orchomenos ; 
for they arc reprefented as natives of very different regions. 
Some of them came from Pylos, Taenarus, and Lacedaemon : 
others from Phocis, and .^tolia. There were others, who 
came from countries dill more remote : from * Thrace, and 
the regions about Mount Haemus ; alfo from Samos, Ephefus, 
and places in Ada. 

I have already given fome intimations that the. Minyacj 
however expreffed, were no other than the worfliipcrs of 
the Lunar Deity Menes: and under this title there occur 
people in many different parts. We muft not then look 
for the original of the term Minyae in Greece ; but from 
among thofc people, through whom it was derived to the 
Hclladians. There were Minyae, or ’ Minnaei upon the Red 

Mn uior, Apyovuuroov' on oi avreav Mnveni Schol. 

In Lycoph. v. 874. 

^ Orpheus came from Thrace •, alfo Zethus and Calais from the fame quarter. 
Eurytus and Echion from Ephefus : Anceus from Samos : Erginus from Mi- 
letus : Deucalion from Crete; Therfanon from Andros. Ilyginus. Fab. 14. 
p. 38. 

Auraf yrXev^ccv v(xts(ri 6ccXcc(rcr>fS 

Miimioi XaCizi re. Dionyf. Tre^my, V. 959. 

Minnxiquc maris prope Rubri littora vivunt. Prifeian. Periegefis. v. 888. 
ev Til TTufccAta nis ISpuO^xs fiaAacrcri??. Steph. Byzant. See Strabo. 
L. 16. p. 1122. 


Sea j 
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Sea ; Minyae near * Colchis ; a city Minya, and people de- 
nominated from it, in ’ Phrygia. In the ifland Sicily were 
Mentei, the fame as the Minyte in Greece. Their chief city 
was Mente near the country of the Lcontini ; where the 
emblem of the facred Bull was fo religioufly preferved. All 
thefe places will be found to have been thus denominated 
from the fame rites and vvorfliip. The people, who were 
called Minyte, or Menians, were Arkites : and this denomi- 
nation they took from the Ark ; and alfo from the Patri- 
arch ; who was at times called Meen, Mencs, and Manes. 
Thofe therefore, who in any part of the world went under 
this appellation, will univerfally be found to have a refe- 
rence to the fame objc«fl'. The principal, and probably the 
moft ancient, Minyae, were thofe, whofe country is men- 
tioned in ” Nicolaus Damafeenus by the name of Minyas. 
This people refided at the bottom of Mount Ararat, where 
the Ark firft refted. I have mentioned, that they called 
this mountain Baris from the appulfc of the facred fliip ; 
and retained many memorials of the Deluge. At no great 
diftance, in the fun e region, was a city named “ Areas, and 
Area. The Minncei upon the Red Sea were Arabians,. 


* Minyx appellati vel ab a^jro hujus nominis Col:horiini, .Servius ia 
Virg. Eclog. 4. V. 34. 

’ Mn'vct TToA.f et-TTaAraf— Stepli. By^ant. Minyx in. 


Arcadia. Strabo. L. 8. p. 319. 

Stephanas. See Cluver. L. 2. c. 7. Sicilia, p. 339. called now. 

Minio. 


'■ Eufeb. Prxp. Evang. L. 9. p. 4 ' 4 - u.iyoc I'rr,-.-. 

•* Antoninus, p. 148. p. 214. It is called A .y.x by Ilieroclcs Gram naticus.- 

vv).c 
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who all worfhiped the Lunar Deity. By this they did not 
refer to the Moon ; but to the genius of the Ark, whom 
they ftiled Menith, Maneth, and Mana. One of their 
chief cities was named Manna-Carta, from this Goddels 
there worfhiped. They called her alfo Mather, and Mi- 
ther, fimilar to the '♦ Mithra of the Perfians: by which was 
dignified the mother of Gods, and men. Of the Minyte 
near Magnefia and mount Sipulus, and in the neighbour- 
hood of Cibotus, I have taken notice before. They pre- 
ferved, as I have (hewn, wonderful evidences of the Deluge j 
and many thought that the Ark itfelf refted in their coun- 
try, upon the mountains of Celaenae. The Mensei in Si- 
cily were fituated upon the river MenaVs. They had tra- 
ditions .of a Deluge ; and a notion, that Deucalion was 
faved upon mount ^tna j near which was the city Noa. 
There were of old Minyae in Elis, upon the river Minyas, 
which ran by the city Arene, as we learn from Homer. 
He renders it Minyeius. 

“ Ea Jfi 7i; TTQTaiJLOi Mmnics gi? aAa S’aAAwy, 

EyyvOsv APHNHS. 

The city Arena is literally the city of the Ark. It feems to 
have been fituated upon a facred hill called Sama-Con, near 

Steph. Byzant. Pliny mentions Sabaei Minasi. L, 6. c. 28. 

Scldcn de Diis Syris. Syntag. 2. p. 179. 180. Mencth is mentioned in 
the Alcoran as an Arabian idol 

** Their chief city was named Minua ; which Stephanus places ev rois opm 

TW5 AucTlfltS. 

Steph. Byzant. Noai. Diodorus. L. 11. p. 67. 

Paufanias. L. 5. p. 387. 

‘Mliad, A. V. 721. 

It is rendered Samicon by Strabo. To jjt£v ouv XocfJLiKov 

the 
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the grove and temple of Idna: in all which names wc 
may fee a reference to the fame rites and hiftory. I'hc 
moft celebrated city of this name (Miiyat) was Orcho- 
menus in Theffaiy ; which was fo denominated from the 
lunar God, and from the rites fpoken ol above. Hence 
it was alfo called Almon, and the region Almonia; equi- 
valent to Aimon and Aimonia, by which it was alfodif- 
tinguiflbed. ” Mivvct, ttcM 0£TT«A<af, >5 tt^otb^ov AA|u.wj/ia, 
ct<p rjs jj M/pya. Pliny affords evidence to the fame purpofe. 
** In Theflalia autem *’ Orchomenus Minyeus antea didtus, 
et oppidum Almon, ab aliis Elmon. Oppidum Almon and 
Elmon fignifies literally the town of the God Lunus, or 
Deity of the Ark : for the Ark, as I have repeatedly ftiewn, 
was exprefled and reverenced under the figure of a lunette. 
All the natives of thefe cities called Magnefia, were properly 
Minyas, and named from the fame worlhip. lolcos in Theflaly 
was the city of the Ark, and hence called alfo Lariffa : on 
which account the ancient inhabitants were ftilcd Minyje, 


Se xoti Tm Apim axpToA /5 >)V TyTC.— Ei'7at;0a xai Tot aX^rriyio re IHNAI- 
ON. Strabo. L. S. p. 332, 533. Sama-Con, fignum caelcftc, five fignum Dei. 
Strabo fuppofes that Samos and Samicon were fo named from Sama, high ; 
e'ZfTiiS}} Sa//.H5 exoc^ovy Tot And Saina certainly had that meaning i but in 
this place Sama fignifies fignum ; fimilar to craiJu and awua, which were de- 
rived from it. 

Steph. Byzant. 

a* L. 4. c. 8. Harduin reads Salmon. 

»» Orchomenus is a compound of Or-Chom-Men, tlircc titles, which need 
no explanation. 

*3 In Theflalia Lariffa, aliquando Iblcos. Mela. L. 2. c. 3. 

24 Toy la)\xov Miivdi wxovr. Schol. Apollon. L, 1. v. 763. Mivjcc. quafi Ma- 
yveti. Selcnitae. 

VoL. II. 3 U and 
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and the country ** Magnefia. As the name of the Deity^. 
Meen and Manes, was changed to Magnes, fo the people 
thence denominated had alfo the title of Magnetes : whicb 
was the ufual appellation given to them by the natives of Afia. 

Thus have I endeavoured to fliew, that the Argonautic 
expedition, as reprefented by the Greeks, was a fable : and- 
I have proceeded to afcertain the true objed:, to which it 
related. The Grecians in their accounts of the heroes, have, 
framed a lift of perfons, who never exiftcd. And had there 
been fuch perfons, as they reprefented ; yet they would have 
been far too few to have effeded, what they are fuppofed to 
have performed. Jafon has been efteemed the chief in all 
their adventures. But this is a feigned perfonage, made out. 
of a facred title. Strabo takes notice of many temples in the 
eaft called Jafonea, which were held in high reverence by 
the natives of thofe parts. Toy [isv Ioltovo? moiMvrjfMXTa, si- 
voLi ra. Ix(romu rifJLoofjisvoL (npo^^ct vtto toov 

Marcellinus mentions the mountain of Jafon near Ecba- 
tana in Media : and in another place he reprefents that city 
as fituated at the bottom of this mountain. Some of 
thefe temples flood in Armenia ; others were to be met 

*5 <xy i'}io tccy ofjLcovvfjLo^ Tyi Schol. Apollon* L* i* v. 5 ^ 4 -* Some m^kc 

lokos the fame as Pagafe, where the Argo was built. Pagafae was in Magne- 
lia. hlayt’naicti, Schol. Apollon. L i. v. 238. 

“ L. II. p. 798. 

L. 2. p. 288. 

»8 L. 3. p. 289. Egbatana fub monte Jafonio. 

*9 Ta laa-oieia. xai t «< Af/ttewas, xai t »5 Mnhcti, K«i rmv TAmio- 

MicUi TOTTuv S'eix.wrai. Strabo. L. i. p. 77. and L. ii. p. 


3 


with 
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with as far off as the Pyl® Cafpi®, near Ba^lria, and Mar- 
giana. In all thele countries we may obfcrve names of ci- 
ties, which had a reference to the Arkite hiftory ; fuch as 

Area, ** LarilTa, ” Baris, ” Argos : and we have reafon to 
infer that the temples of Jafon related to the fame event. 
Some of thele are mentioned by Juftin as of great antiquity, 
and much reverenced ; which however Parmcnio, the ge- 
neral of Alexander, ruined. ’’ Qu® Parmenio, Dux Alex- 
andri, poll multos annos dirui juffit.| To fuppofc witli 
Strabo, that all thefe temples, and cities, lituated in regions 
fo remote, were built by Jafon of Greece, would be idle. 
Befides, there are writers, who mention the like memorials 
of the Argonauts among the Iberians, and Celt®, upon the 
great Atlantic j and all along the coaft of Hetruria. Ju- 
Ibn was certainly a title of the Arkite God, the fime as 
Areas, Argus, Inachus, and Prometheus : and the temples 
were not built by him, but creded to his honour. It is 
faid of this perfonage, that, when a child, he underwent the 
fame fate as Ofiris, Perieus, and Dionufus : ’’ in arc.! oper- 

3 ° 0^05 uttej T6]v KaffTriwy TrvAaiy (f xaAcuuci'iy lixicnr.i'. IbiJ. 

p. 798. 

3' Hieronymus Grammar, apud Antonin. Itin. p. yoj- A xx. Antonini 
itin. p. 148. Areas. 

3* Xenophon Aroio. p. 308, Xhere was alfo a Larifl'a in Syria. Strabo. 
L. 16. p. 1092. 

31 Strabo. L. ii. p. 803. T«« BxptS'oi vtm upon mount Taurus near I:.gba- 
tana : the fame probably as the Jafoneum. 

14 ApyoSf t^fjM o'l'JiAoi' TTfos t&i Strabo. L. 1 2. p. 8 1 1. 

35 L, 42. C. 3. 

3 ‘ Diodor. Sic. L. 4. p. 259. 

37 Natalis Comes. L. 6 . p. 315* 

3 U 2 
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tus ec claufus eft, tanquam mortuus : He was eonceaUd and 
Jbut up in an Arh^ as if he had been dead. Juftin places 
him in the fame light as Hercules, and Dionufus ; and fays 
that by moft of the people in the eaft he was looked up to 
as the founder of their nations ; and had divine honours 
paid to him. Itaque Jafoni totus fernae Oriens ut condi- 
tori, divinos Iionores, templaque conftituit. I fuipeA, that 
.difon, Jafon, ’’ Jafion, and Jafius, were originally the iame 
title j though at this time of day we cannot perhaps readily 
arrive at the purport. Argos was ftiled Jafon ; which fer- 
ther confirms me, that it was an Arkite title. Euryma- 
chus in Homer tells Penelope, that (he would have a greater 
number of lovers. 

Ei KOLmi Ts libiss m laToji A^yog A^ooor. 

Strabo alfo mentions ^ Jafon Argos, and Hippium. The 
fame is repeated by Hefychius. Hence I am led to think, 
that all thofe temples, mentioned by Strabo under the name 

3 * Juftin. L. 42. c. 3. p. 589, Tacitus. Annal. L. 6. c. 34. 

39 It may be worth while to fee the hiltory, which the mythologlfts give of 
thcfe perfonages, Jafus was the fon of Argus. ApoJlodorus. L. i. p. 59, 60. 

Jafius, Janigena, tempore Deucalionis, cujus nuptiis interfuit 16 . Hoffman 
from Berofus. 

lufTicov epecerSets. See Servius in .ffineid. L, 3. v. i68. 170. lo) 

Uory Paufan* L. 2. p. 145.. laacf Ibid. lu. 5. p. 442.. iSIlbn 

was reftored to fecond youth. 

Avtikx cf'* Aio-ovot dme (p(\oif ko^ov rSoooproc, 

I'n^oL^ <t wofyaoLQ-oL, Audlor Reditus. 

4* OdyflT. 2 . V. 245. 

4* Ax^txoy — jt Icccror, « 'lirTriop^ n 'iTTTroSoroVj >1 ne?icc7y$Koy, 8 . 
p. 568. 


of 
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of Jafonea, were temples of** Argos, the Ark. Many of them 
were in Armenia, the region of the moft ancient Miny®, 
in the vicinity of mount Baris ; where the Ark really refted, 
and where the memorials of the Deluge were religioully 
preferved. 

+* The temple of Juno Argiva, among the Lucanians in Italy, was faid to 
have been built by Jafon. Strabo. L. 6. p. 386. 


THE 
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THE 

CONCLUSION. 

T hese inftances of Arkfte worfliip in the Gentile 
world I thought proper to enumerate and difplay : 
as it is a fubjed very curious and interefting, and at 
the fame time quite new, having hitherto been overlooked, 
and negleded. From what has been faid, I think, it is plain, 
however the Grecians may have taken the hiftory to them- 
felves, that the Argo was the facred fliip of Ofirisj and confc- 
quently no other than the Ark. The fhrines, where it was 
reverenced, were efteemed oracular : and the priefts who 
officiated, had among other titles that of Cabiri. And it is 
probable, that both they and their oracle are alluded to by 
Mofes, when he prohibits that particular kind of divination, 
which he ftiles *i3n, nan, ' Chabar, Chabar. The rites were 
certainly of high antiquity : and though they began very 
foon in Egypt ; yet they feem to have been of flill earlier 
date among the people of Babylon and Chaldea. I imagine 
that they commenced in the ancient city Erech, which was 
built by * Nimrod ; and was called Erecca, and Aracca, by 

* Deuteronomy c. i8. v. 10. 

* Genefis. c. 10. v. 10. 

the 
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the Grecians. They probably prevailed in other cities of 
the country, cfpecially at Barfippa ; if that were not another 
name for the fame place, as I have reafon to fufpedt. The 
name Area, which was current in other regions, feems to 
be no other than Arecca contraded ; and I am induced 
to believe, that Areas, Argos, Arguz, were the fame term 
with different terminations. The Deity of Erech was un- 
doubtedly the original Eredheus, The Chaldeans ex- 
preffed it Erech-Thoth, analogous to Pirom-Thoth, or Pro- 
metheus j and by it they denoted the Arkite God. The Gre- 
cians took this perfonage to tbemfelves, and fuppofed that 
he had reigned in Attica. But I have mentioned, that 
when Solon was in E^pt, and heard the hiftory of the 
Atlantians, and of other colonies, from that country, he 
found the name of * Ercdlieus, and of many other perfon- 
ages, at the head of their lifts, which ftood foremoft in the 
lifts of Greece. Hence it is plain that they were adven- 
titious, and foreign to his nation, which had through igno- 
rance adopted them. Erech-Thoth, or Eredheus, was cer- 
tainly a Deity : and who was alluded to under this charac- 
ter, may be known by his department. Zeus by Lyco- 
phron is ftiled Eredheus : and the Scholiaft tells us, that 
it was alfo a title of Pofeidon. * UoTSi^mj ») 6 Zsv(, 

Athenagoras fays cxprefly, that the Athenians worfliiped 
him as the Deity of the fca. ® A&nvouof Uom^vi $vsi. 

Eridhonius was the fame perfonage, whom Minerva was 

* Plato. Critias. Vol. 3. p. 110. See allb page 192 of this volume. 

^V. 158; 

’ Ibid. Ereftheus is Aj6;:^-0eo5. Deus Architis. 

‘ Legatio. p. 812. Plutarch in Lycurgus mentions riocrftS'ay 

5 
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fuppofed to have inclofed in an Ark. ’’ kou 
^ovvoLi <poL(riV A$rimv kolOsktolv si? KIBi2TON. He was dc- 
pofited in this Ark in a Bate of childhood j and rcprcfcntcd 
under the emblem of an infant, whofe lower parts ended in 
a ferpent. Others defcribed him as guarded by a fcrpent, 
which twined * round him. His reputed daughters were 
prieftefles of the Ark : one of which feems to have been guilty 
of fome profanation of the myfteries intrufted to her ; and upon 
this account was fuppofed to have incurred the anger of Mi- 
nerva. Ovid fpeaks of Eridhonius, as a perfon who had no 
mother, and has handed down a curious epitomeof his hiftory. 

’ Pallas Eridhonium, prolem fine matre creatam, 
Clauferat Adeo texta de vimine cifta: 

Virginibufque tribus, gemino de Cecrope natis, 
Servandam tribuit, fed enim inconfeffa, quid cflet : 

Et legem dederat, fua ne fecreta viderent. 

One of them however, miflcd by a fatal curiofity, took oft 
the cover of the Ark, and difclofcd the hidden myftery to 
her ftfters. 

Aglauros nodofquc manu diJucit ; et intus 
Iniantemque vident, exporrcdumque draconcm. 
Eridhonius feems as a name to be a compound of Ercch^ 
the Arkite title ; and Thon or Thonius, which was an 
oriental term, and poflibly had the fame meaning a> 
Paufanias fpeaks of him as an eaith-boin perlonagcj 
one who had no real father. Ovid above had defcribed him 

’ Paufanias. 1 .. i . p. 4 ' • 

* rie'-f<r7r(i(^oifjitvoi> Apollodorus. L. 3 - P* '9 

9 Ovid. Metamorph. Lf2. v. 553. 

“ L. I. p. 8. 

VoL. II. 3 X 
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as having no mother. Eredheus Hkewife had the title of 
” yriyBVT,/;. He was /aid to have firft introduced the ufe of 
corn j and his daughter was named U^uToysvsict. There 
was a remarkable temple, and of great antiquity, in Argolis, 
named Arachnaon. It was fuppofed to have been built in 
the time of Inachus : and clofe to it was an altar, upon 
which they only made oft'erings, when they wanted to ob- 
tain rain. Arach naos in the mafculine is literally the tem- 
ple of Arcch: and the hiftory, with which it is accompanied,, 
fhews to what the building referred, and for what purpo/e 
it was ereded. 

I have mentioned Theba in Egypt as the moft ancient 
Arkite temple ; but this muft be fpoken with a deference 
to Chaldea, and Babylonia ; for from this quarter thefe rites 
originally proceeded. And the principal place where they 
were firft inftituted, I fhould imagine to have been Erech, 
mentioned as one of the cities, which were firft founded in. 
the world. It is to be obferved, that there were two ci- 
ties of this name in different provinces, yet at no very great 
diftanee from eaeh other. Bochart fpcaks of them as one 
and the fame place ; but Herodotus, to- whom he appeals, 
diftingui/hes them in a moft plain and precife manner. As 
they v/ere fo near to each other, and likely to be confounded 
from this identity of name, the natives took care to give to 
each an eff'cdual mark of diftindlion. The one they ftiled' 

** Herod. L. 8. c. 55. 

Siiiclds. 

*3 Paiifani.is. L. 2.p. 169. Arach-Naos may relate to a perfonage, the Tame 
as Inachus ; tor the term Naos had a twofold referentje. 

Gcnefis. c. 10. v. 10. 

*5 Gcogr.iphia Sacra, L. 4. p. 235. 


And- 
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And'Erech, the other Ard-Erech, the Anderica, and Ar* 
derica of Herodotus. The former was in Suliana to tlic 
eaft of the Tigris, not far from fome fiery pools, whence pro- 
ceeded bitumen, Ard-Erech, or Arderica, m as in a region, 
equally inflammable. It flood below Babylon, to the well 
of the Tigris, and upon the river Euphrates; which river, 
that it might not deluge their grounds, the Chaldeans had 
made fo to wind, that a perfon in going up the flream 
touched three times at Ard-Erech in his way to B.ibylon. 
Marcellinus takes notice of Anderica in Sufiana by the name 
of’*Arecha: and mentions the pools of bitumen. Hero- 
dotus gives a like ’’ hiflory of the place: and Tibullus alfo 
takes notice of its fiery flream s. 

“ Ardet Araccasis aut unda perhofpita campis. 

As we are certain from the above, that Anderica in Sufi- 
ana was the name of the city Erech compounded ; wc may 
fairly infer, that Arderica in Babylonia was the fame : 
though the purport of the term, which difcrimlnatcs, may 
not be eafy to be deciphered. Indeed it is not certain, but 
that Arderica was the Erech or Aracca ol libullus: for 
there were eruptions of fiery matter in many parts ol Shi- 
nar, and " Babylonia, as well as about Suflian. 


“ Herod. L. 6. c. 119. 

” T« iTe xw/x/i bi'oy.o. t<r'i TJI*' aTTiv-varxi 0 I rif-fOW Aphfiy.a' xxi I’jy 
liaf xo/xi^oorrai aTTO li)? J t t« 5 6aA«o-i7>iS Daiv?- c,iix, xa-rcf.TAe.i' j ts t4 I.’j- 
TTO-icc^or, tw aurm' -wrai, x.ai t./ Tptn 

Herod. L. i. c. 185. 

■* L. 23. p. 287. It is called Arecca by rtolcmy. 

” L. 6. c. 1 I 9 ' 


*° L. 4. Carmen ad Meflalam. V. 142. 

Campus Babylonis flagrat quidam vcluti pifcina jugcri 
Pliny. L. 2. c. 107. p. 123- Sec al^ Herod. L. i. c. 179. 

3X2 


n'iap;nit’Klinc. 

I have 
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I have obferved, that Erech was probably Arecha, or the 
city of the Ark : and we accordingly find it by the Hebrew 
commentators expreffed** Arena; and Ezra takes notice 
of the natives of Erech, whom he ftiles the people of ’Dtk, 
and places them in the vicinity of Perfis, Babylonia, and Su- 
fiian. The Seventy mention thefe nations in the fame fitu- 
ation and order ; and they arc together rendered A<pa.^<Tctm^ 
A^’^voLioi, BcL^vXmioi^ lovcra.vo’^a.ioi . From hence I am far- 
ther induced to believe, that the Archusei of Erech were 
Arkites ; whichever city we may treat ol. But there is a 
remarkable circumftance, which, I think, determines the 
point fatisfadorily. Erech by the Arab interpreter is ren- 
dered Al-Bars, or Al Baris, 03 ‘jN. Upon which Bochart ob- 
ferves, Erech quorfum ab Arabe (Paris Edit.) reddatur 
Al Bars non video. Al Bars, or as it Ihould be rendered 
Al -Baris, fignifies the Ark: and Erech Al Baris denotes 
plainly the Arkite city Erech. Arab authority in this 
cafe, muft, I think, have great weight. Cities had often 
many names, and titles, as we may learn from Paufanias, 
Stephanus, and others. Edefla in Mefopotamia was called 
both ** Erech, and Orchoe, fimilar to two cities in Ba- 
bylonia. It is remarkable, that Ptolemy in enumerating 
the moft famous cities in thofe parts omits Charrhae, 
or Haran. He howevex makes mention of Aa'oava, 

Michaslis Geograph. Hebrseorum Extera. P. 220. 

*3 Ezra. c. 4. v. 9. For this obfervation lam indebted to the very learned 
prof^Qbr Michaelis : I'rom whom however in this one inftance, rcfpefting the 
fiiviuion of Erech, I am obliged to diflent. 

Gdog. Sac. L 4. p. 237. See alto Michaelis Geog. Heb. Extera. p. 225,. 

Michaelis fupra. Sec alfo Baycri Hiftoria Ofrhoena. 

Tai). Urbium Infig. apud Gcographos Vet. minores. Vol. 3. p. 36. 

Labana,, 
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Labana, the city of Laban, the Moon ; which, from what 
has preceded, we may be afTured, was tlic fame place under 
a different appellation. By thele means it often happened, 
that the ancient name was eclipfed by a later title. TJiis I 
am perfuaded, was the cafe of Ercch, or Arcch, which has 
been loft in the name of Barfippa. For Barfippa is a com- 
pound of Bars, or Baris-Ippa ; two terms which arc pre- 
cifely of the fame purport as Arcch, whofe inhabitants are 
ftiled A^’^vxioi, or Arkites. Hence it is, that Arcch has 
been by the Arab tranflator Saad very juftly rendered El 
Bars, or Baris. For Aracha and Baris are fynonimoiis terms ; 
and Ippa or Hippa is of the fame purport. As Edcffi was 
ftiled both Erech and Orchoe, fonic have been Icil to feck 
for Ur of Chaldea in the upper regions of Mefopotamia. 
But thefe were fecondary names ; which belonged prima- 
rily to two cities in the plains of Shinar, and to the fouth 
of Babylon. Ptolemy diftinguiflics Edcfla from the ori- 
ginal Orchoe ; and gives us the fltuation o( thefe places fo 
precifely, that they cannot be miftaken. 



Longitude. 

Latitude. 

Edefla 

72". 30. 

s?”- 30- 

Babylon 

79^ 00. 

35° CO. 

Barfippa 78°. 45. 

33°* 20. 

Orchoe 

10. 

32°. 20. 


I have attempted to ftiew, that Barfippa was the fame as 

Seventy. Ezra. c. 4. v. 9. Arecca, Arecha, .and Arclia, are only variaiiom 
of the fame term ; and Ippa, and Baris related to the fame objc6t, being per- 
feftly fynonimous. 

** Ptolemy dc Urbibus Infign. See Geog. Gr. Minor. Vol. 3. See Strabo 
concerning Barfippa. L. 16. p. 1075. 

Erech, 
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Erech, or Aracca ; and we find from its appropriated 
diftances that it lay in the land of Shinar, and in the 
province called now Irac : and in a fituation between 
Ofchoc and Babylon. It is reprefented as a famous femi- 
nary ; and the city Orchoe had the fame charadtcr. The 
natives of each are mentioned by Strabo as Chalde- 
ans by race, and of great Ikill in aftronomy: and he 
adds, that Barfippa was facred to Artemis, and Apollo ; 
and had a great manufadure of linen. I wifli, that he had 
fpokcn of the Deities by their provincial titles, for by thefe 
the hiftory of the place might have been illuftrated greatly. 
The latter circumftance, of Barfippa being famous for weav- 
ing, is another inducement to believe it to be the city, 
which I imagine. Erech was particularly celebrated upon 
this account. Hence the fpider for its curious web was 
fiiled Arachana, contraded Arachna. And the Poets fa- 
bled that this infed was once a virgin, who for fkill in 
weaving vied with the Goddefs of wifdom. The looms of 
Erech are continually alluded to in the poetry, and mytho- 
logy ol the ancients : and the hifiory is always fo circum- 
Ifanced, that wc may be afl'ured, that the city referred to 

*9 The province ftill retains the name of Irac, the fame as Erech, though the 
city, from whence it was derived, has long fince loll it. Orchoti was certainly 
no other than the ancient city Ur of the Chaldees. Orchoe, according to my 
analyfis, fignifics Ori Domus, vcl Tcmplum. 

3® He calls the place JBorfippa. LVi Sey.xi Tcor loov cccr^ovofjn^ 

ttMioj' xcct rive^ ir^Gcroi'yooevovTon^ xca 

CITTTTX iSpoL TTcAli Au'Tipf.iS'oSy KCCl ATToAAooVOSy ?\kV^pyU0V fX^yCL, L. 1 6. 

p. 1074. 

2 * Ovid fuppofes this perfonage to have been of Lydia: but Arachne by other 
writers is llikd Babylonica. 


2 


was 
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was the Erech of Babylonia. Pliny has a remarkable pafliigc, 
wherein he tells us, 5* fufos in lanificio Clofter filius Arach- 
nes; linum ct retia Arachne (invenifle Icrtur.) It is to be 
obferved, that the ancients formed perfonages out of places j 
and made the natives the children of thofe perfonages. The 
term Clofter, which Pliny introduces as a proper naime, is 
Greek for an artificer in weaving. With this allowance 
the purport of Pliny’s account will be found to fignify that 
the jirjl man^ who wove^ and who invented the fpindle for car- 
rying on the nianufa&ure of wooly was a native of"'’' Erech: 
in which place lihewife the weaving of lineny and making of 
nets was firf found out. The hiftory is curious; but has 
been almoft ruined by the manner in which it has been 
tranfmitted. The Poet Nonnus fpeaks of Erech by the 
name of Arachne, and mentions the manufitdures, for 
which it was fo famed : but reprefents it as a Perfic city, 
and near the Tigris. 

Ka< Tto^e Ttomhet tstAk, ra 

N/5|aaT< "heTcroChm rs'gpr,q-ccro Yle^<Tig A^a.’gvrj. 

There were in Babylonia canals of communication, which led. 
from the Euphrates to the Tigris : fo that the cities fituated 
upon them might be referred to cither river. What the poet 
means by filling Arachne, which was of Babylonia, Perfic, 
may be known from his giving the fame title to the ”Eu- 

3* L. 7. c. 56.. 

33 By the city Arachne is meant Civitas Arachana, Eryx in Sicily was pro* 
perly Erech, and denominated from the fame rites. 

34 - L. 18. p. 326. Edit. Plant. 1569. 

35 After that the Aflyrians, and Perfians, had been in poHcflion of Babylo- 
nia, and Chaldea, the country was at times looked upon both as an AlTyrian, 
and Perfic province : and the cities were reprefented accordingly both as Pei fie 
and Aflyrian cities. 

phrates, 
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phrates, upon which river the city was properly fituated 
and from whence he mentions thefe valuable commodities 
to have been fent abroad. 

jU,ev rah roXvr^oTra’ hus h 

Tls^rticoi Ev(p^r}Trji eifj^ar APAXNH2. 

The river here fpoken of was aflurcdly in Babylonia : and 
we may, from what has been faid, perceive, that Erech, 
or Arachne, was a city of the fame country upon the Eu- 
phrates, at no great diftance from the Tigris : and that it 
was the fame as Bars-ippa, the city of the Ark. 

Thus far I have ventured to proceed in my Analyiis 
of ancient Mythology ; and in the explanation of thofe hiero- 
glyphics, under which it was defcribed. And though I have 
not advanced fo far, as 1 could have wi(hed; yet what I 
have faid m^y ferve for a clue to others ; fuch as perhaps 
may lead them to a more intimate and fttisfadlory know- 
ledge. Thefe emblems in the firft ages feem to have been 
fimilar in moft countries : and to have almoft univerlally 
prevailed. Tlie facred writers often allude to them ; and 
many of them were retained even in the church of God. 
For the lymbol thus admitted was a very proper memorial ; 
and all the emblems were originally the beft that could bo 
deviftd, to put people in mind of what had pafled in the 
infancy of the world. 1 he whole was defigned as a difplay 
of God’s wifdom and goodnefs : and to tranfmit to latelt 
pofterity memorials of the prefervation of mankind. The 
iymbols in ancient times were inftead of writing ; harmlefs, 

Nonnus. L. 42. p. 747. I read u/xcctcc, : the common read- 

ing is TTO^S cn'i'a/iov ei<f 

if 
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if not abufed : nay of great confequence when dircdcd to a 
proper pnrpofe. Such were the Serpent, the Ark, the Iris, the 
Dove; together with many others, to which there arc apparent 
allufions in Scripture. Thefe were known to tlic Ifraelitcs 
before their defeent into Egypt: being originally from that 
country beyond the flood, where their fathers of old rcfulcd. 
And when properly applied, they were as innocent as the 
elementary characters, by which the fame hiflorics were in 
aftertimes recorded. The lifting up of the ferpent in the 
wildernefs was as proper a prophetic defignation, and as per- 
tinent to the people, to whom it was exhibited, as the 
purport would have been, if exprefled by letters, and written 
at length upon a tablet. It is true, that thefe fymbols wer« 
at laft perverted ; and the memorials above mentioned de- 
generated into idolatrous rites, and worfhip. It was accord- 
ingly the purpofe of Providence, in its difpenfations to the 
Ifraelltes, to withdraw them from this idolatry of the Gentiles : 
and this was effeCled, not by denying them the ufe of thofc 
characters, which were the current types of the world, and 
to which they had conftantly been ufed : but by adapt- 
ing the lame to a better purpofe ; and defeatiirg the evil by 
a contrary deftination. Upon the refting of the Ark upon 
Mount Baris, and the appearance of the Bow in the clouds, 
it pleafed God to make a covenant with man, and to afford 
him fome gracious promifes. A memorial of this was pre^ 
ferved in the Gentile world. They reprefented this great event 
under the type of an Ark, as I have before fliewn ; which 
they ftiled Barith, in alluflon to the covenant. Some ages af- 
ter, another covenant of a more peculiar nature was made by 
VoL. II. 3 Y the 
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the Deity with the pofterity of Abraham : and a law was pro- 
nuilgcd from mount Sinai. In confequence of this, another 
/Uk by divine appointment was framed, feemingly in oppofi- 
lion to tlic former ; and this too was called the Ark of the 
covenant. This I mention, becaufe many perfons have been 
alarmed at finding fometimes the fame fymbols among the 
Egyptians as were to be found in the ordonances of the 
Ifraelites. Both Spencer and Marfham have animadverted 
upon this : and feem to have carried their notions too fiir 
lor from them one might be induced to imagine, that the 
law of Mofes was in a manner founded upon the rites of 
Egypt. But there is not the leaft rcafon for fucli a funnife. 
Tiic religion of the two nations was cfl'cntially did'erent ; 
and though fomc fymbols were fimilar, yet it docs not fol- 
low, that they were borrowed from that quarter. They were 
many of them general types, of great antiquity, and known 
to the whole world. I know of no term, which occurs fo 
often figuratively among the facred writers, as that of a 
horn. By this they denoted any thing fupereminent and 
powerful. They were forbidden to make any reprefen ra- 
tion in ftone or metal : fo that we have no indance from 
them of its being ever reprefented to the eye. The fame 
was a fymbol among the Egyptians : They copied it in 
Hone and brafs : and affixed the reprefentation of a horn to 
the ftatucs of their Kings and Deities. But though this was 
a common emblem in thefc two nations, it docs not follow, 
that one borrowed it from the other. For as I before faid, 
it was a general type of early date, and in almoft univerfal 
acceptaticn. In every nation of old, to whofe hiftory v;e 

4 cart 
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can gain accefs, it was an embJem of affluence and power. 

I have taken notice, that the moft early defedion to ido- 
latry confifted in the adoration of the Sun, and the worfflip 
of Demons, ftiled Baalim. Who thefe were could not be 
a fecret to Mofes ; nor to many of the lacred writers. Yet 
though they fpeak of this worfflip with deteftation, it is cu- 
rious to obfewc, with what delicacy they treat the fubjed, 
and what a veil is drawn over this myllerious initpiity. Not 
a word is faid about the origin of this idolatry : nor the 
leaf!: hint given to fflew, who they were, to whom this undue 
reverence was tendered. For of all reverential regard, none is 
fo liable to lapfe into an idolatrous veneration as th.it, which 
is paid^ to the memory of friends departed ; More cfpecially 
if fuch perlbns were the founders of lamilies, and benefac- 
tors ; men, who had endeared themfelves by their good 
works, and been a blefflng to pofterity. This is evident 
from the adoration ftill paid to their anceftors by many 
people in the eaft. It is a feeming duty the. moft plauftblc 
of any ; and at the fame time the moft captivating. Hence 
the filence of the facred writers upon a fubjcift of fuch 
feeming importance : whofe purpofe it appears to have 
been ; that, if ever the great objeeft of this idolatry fflould 
be loft, it might lie in oblivion, and never be again re- 
trieved : at leaft to no ill purpole. ^'hc Jews by thefe 
means loft fight of the original, and were weaned from the 
worfflip : and the Gentiles, who continued the rites, did not 
know to whom they were directed : fo blind was their pro- 
cefs. In fflort they were plunged in the depth of darknefs 
for ages: till they became at laft confeious of their fituation. 

3 Y 2 This 
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This rendered them the more ready to return to the lights 
as foon as an opening was made. 

I have dwelt long upon the hiftory of the Deluge, be- 
caufe I thought it a fubje£t of great moment ; and as the 
lyftem upon which I proceeded was new, it required a more 
thorough difcuflion, to remove every prejudice, which might 
arife. Some have been induced to think, that this event 
was partial ; and confined to a particular people, and pro- 
vince, Others, becaufe they could not account for the 
means, have looked upon the whole as a fable. By the 
Mofaic hiftory we are affured, that the calamity was uni- 
vcrfal j. that all flefli died, excepting eight perfons, who 
were providentially preferved. That the world wa8 after^ 
wards renewed in one man : and that from his three fons 
all the nations upon earth were derived. It has been my 
purpofe throughout to eftablifli thefe great truths : to bring 
evidence from every age, and from every nation, to which 
we can gain accefs, in fupport of the hiftory, as it has been 
delivered by Mofes. We accordingly find it a circum- 
ftance univerfally known ; and however the memorials 
may have been abufed, yet traditions of it were kept up 
with great reverence in all the rites, and ceremonies of the 
Gentile world. And it is obfervable, that the farther we 
go back, the more vivid the traces appear, elpecially in thole 
countries, which were neareft to the feene of aftion. But 
the reverfe of this would happen, if the whole were originally, 
a fable. The hiftory would not only be lefs widely diffufed 
but the more remote our refearches, the lefs light we fliould 
obtain ; and however we might ftrain our fight, the objeds 

would. 
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would by degrees grow faint ; and the fcenc terminate in 
clouds and darknefs. Befidcs this, there would not be that 
correfpondence and harmony in the traditions of different 
nations, which we fee fo plainly to have fubfifted. This 
could not be the refult of chance : but muff neceflarily have 
arifen from the fame hiftory being univerfally acknowledged. 
Thefe evidences are derived to us through the hands of peo- 
ple who were of different ages, and countries : and confe- 
quently widely feparated from each other : and what is ex- 
traordinary, in many inftances they did not know the pur- 
port of the data, which they have tranfmitted, nor the value 
and confequence of their intelligence. In their mythology 
they adhered to the letter, without confidering the meaning : 
and acquiefeed in the hieroglyphic, though they were 
ftrangers to the purport. In refpeft to ourfclves, it muff 
furely be deemed providential, not only that thefe hiftories 
have been tranfmitted to us, but that after an interval of fo 
long date we fliould be enabled to fee into the hidden myf- 
tcry ; and from thefe crude materials obtain fuch fatisfaftory 
truths. And this too, as 1 have before obferved, when 
the whole was a fecret to the perfons, through whofc hands 
the knowledge is derived. We may therefore apply to thenv 
the words of the Poet. 

K><vonsg hk yikbov, 

Herodotus lived early, and was a man of curiofity and ex- 
perience : one, who for the fake of knowledge had travelled 
over a variety of countries. If any perfon could have ob- 
tained an infight into the Theology of the times, in which 
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he lived, he bad fair to have obtained it. But he Ihews, 
that it was all a dreary profped : that he could find nothing 
fatisfadory, in which he might confide. As he was felici- 
tous to obtain fome information, he betook himfclf to ” Do- 
dona, and made inquiry among the priefts of that temple, 
which was reputed the moft ancient in Greece. But they 
ingenuoufly owned, that they did not know, who the Deities 
were, to whom they made their oiferings. They had indeed 
diftinguiihcd them by names and titles : but thofe were 
adventitious and of late date in comparifon of the worlhip ; 
which was of great antiquity. Hence the author concludes 
with this melancholy confefilon, concerning the Gods of 
his country, ” that he did not know how they came firft 
into the world ; nor how long they had been in it : nor 
could he tell, what fort of beings they were. He believed, 
that their nature, and origin, had always been a fecretj 
and that even the Pelafgi, who firft introduced them, and 
their rites, were equally unacquainted with their hiftory. 

From whence the falutary light has proceeded, by which 
we have been direded in our progrefs, need not be pointed 
out. The Gentile hiftories of themfclves could not have 
afforded the information here fpoken of. If they could, it 
37 Vhv^avofJiivos breo eci\ Herod. L. 2. c. 50. 

EGuoj* (Pe 7Ta.yi(t TTocTe^cv a IkAccayoi €7r€’j^ofxmiy cos €yoo ey oiJ'x 

axbactS^ (Tooi v/Jiim' S"' ouS^ ovvouici Sxot^uvTo cv'^ivi otunoovy gv yor^ aLX)r/.Gi(joLV 

Ibid. c. 53, See page 307. of the firft volume of this work. ^ 

3* Xfovtt TToAAfcf ft€^€A^cyr&s grfuOoi'To ex rr}S Ai*}V7r7b wznixo/jLevx roc ct/ro- 
fjcaroL 'Tccv fcf&r xiA. Herod, ibid. 

Et(iey^e iyivero tcov Qecory etre <Pe ocsi ncrav Tavnsy oxoioi cTf rii’es 

na fiSeayhx )] 7 ri<['eoc 7 Q le xcct Herod, fupra. 

f Ibid. 

certainly 



The Analysis of Ancient Mytholooy. 153^ 

certainly would have been no fecret to a people fo intelli- 
gent, as the Grecians, in whofe hands thefe memorials were 
preferved. But we find, that it was hidden from them. 
We live in better days : and whatever light may have been 
obtained towards the elucidation of thefe hidden truths, 
has been owing to the facred records. Thefe were litde 
known to the Gentile world ; fo that they could not avail 
themfelves of this great advantage. We have both the my- 
thology of the ancients, and the fcriptural account to dire<n: 
us ; and by comparing thefe together we can difeern the 
latent purport of many hvftories, to which the Grecians were 
ftrangers. In the Mofaic writings we have the native truth j 
from which the Gentiles were continually receding. They 
varied fo much, and every reprefentation was fo extravagant, 
that at firft fight there feems fcarce any fimilitude of the 
objedl, from whence they drew. All appears dark, and 
confufed ; fo that we almoft defpair of an explanation. 
But upon a nearer infpedion there is a more favourable ap- 
pearance. For though the copy is faded, and has beenabufed, 
yet there are fome traces fo permanent, fome of the prin- 
cipal outlines fo diftind, that, when compared with the ori- 
ginal, the true charadcr cannot be miftaken. I do not here 
mean, that the ancients copied from the Icripturcs . I am 
fpeaking of primitive traditional hiftorics, to which in 
their mythology they continually referred : thofe hiftorics, 
which were every where corrupted, excepting in the writings 
of Mofes. 

The certainty of an univerfal Deluge is of great confe- 
quence to be proved, as the hiftory of the antediluvian 
^ world, 
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world, and all the religious truths, with which it is attended, 
depend upon it. Not that the Mofaic hiftory ftands in need 
of any foreign evidence to an ingenuous and unprejudiced 
mind. But there are perfons in the world, who with a 
fmall (hare of reading and philofophy prefume to arraign the 
divine Hiftorian : and by a fpecious way of writing have 
had an undue influence upon others. This makes it necef- 
fary to accumulate thefe additional proofs: and I have 
accordingly taken thefe pains towards the recovery of loft 
evidence in favour of this great event : that from the univer- 
fal aflent of mankind the truth might be afeertained. 
Much light will continue to accrue in the progrefs of the 
cnluing work, when I come to treat of the firft nations 
upon earth. 

Thus far we have been in a manner travelling up hill, in 
order to arrive at this point of profped. Having with no 
fmall labour gained this eminence, it will be eafy to look 
down, and take a view of the great occurrences, which hap- 
pened afterwards, upon the increafe of mankind. It will 
appear, that jealoufies arofe, and feuds enfued : and the 
fons of men were at laft feparatied, and difperfed, towards 
the four winds of heaven. And when navigation com- 
menced, and the ^as were explored, we fliall find, that co- 
lonies went Out, and new fettlefticnti; , were made, till the 
earth was peopled to its remoteft r^ions. I have before 
made mention of one fapailyin particular; which ^was dar- 
ing and enterprizing to a great degree ; and at the fame 
time gifted with uncommon f^^Hy^and knowledge. Thefe 
overran a great pait of the earth ; fo that traces of them 

are 
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are to be found in moft diftant countries. Of this peo- 
ple, and the occurreSbes in the firfl; ages, it will be my next 
builnefs to take notice. I lhall dwell long upon the hiftorj of 
the Chaldeans, as contained in thofe valuable extradls from 
Berofus, which have been ftrangely perverted : alfo upon 
the hiftory of the Egyptians, and their dynafties, which will 
afford wonderful light. It will be my endeavour to (hew, that 
there fubiiils a perfeft correfpondence between them, and 
the Mofaic hiftory, as far as the latter extends. It is more- 
over to be obferved, that in the records of thefe nations, 
there are contained memorials of many tranfaftions, which 
were fubletjuent to the age of Moles t and of others, which 
were foreign to his fyftem, yet very neceffary to be known. I 
Ihall therefore treat of them at large j as they contain 
events of great confequence, and afford the only bafis, upon 
the hiftory of mankind can be founded. 
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